
The Three Chairs of Faith 
(Chairs • July 28, 2019) 

HOOK: ————————————————————————————————————————— 
 Hello Sonrise family! This is Pastor James and I’m coming to you live, via video and can’t wait to be back 
with you in person this next Sunday! Right now, my family and I are finishing up our Sabbatical and yet I 
wanted to share a very special message with you today. 
 During our Sabbatical, my family and I had the opportunity to tour the Holy Land of Israel and see most of 
the biblical towns and locations. We traveled “from Dan to Beersheba”—from the southern wilderness to the 
northernmost part of the country. Most of the Biblical story occurred in the places where our family walked, and 
towards the end of our trip we were up in the Old Testament city of Dan. So many events happened up in that 
region, but one story was very impacting to our family. 

We had hiked up to the “high place” that Jeroboam had built for the Northern Kingdom. Okay, what does 
that mean? You remember that David was the great king of Israel who had a heart for God. In fact, the Bible 
says that David was a man after God’s own heart. That’s pretty cool, if you ask me. David and God had such a 
great relationship that God said that David’s heart was like God’s! Pretty amazing. 
 Then David died and the kingdom passed to his son, Solomon. We know a lot about Solomon: 1) He was 
the wisest man to ever live. God actually granted that wisdom to him, 2) He wrote so much of the wisdom 
literature of the Bible, 3) but even though he possessed that wisdom, he didn’t live it out. He ended up marrying 
700 wives and on top of that had 300 concubines. He had pleasure, he had power, and he had possessions—all 
that anyone could ever want. And his heart drifted away from God. Sure, he built the Temple to God, but he 
also built temples to the pagan gods, too. 
 When Solomon died the country split in two. Ten tribes went to the North and followed a rebel named 
Jeroboam and two tribes remained faithful to David’s dynasty and followed Solomon’s son, Rehoboam. 
 When the rebel, Jeroboam, took most of the people away from Jerusalem and the Temple, he knew that they 
would want to return and worship God, so he set up two different places for his people to worship. One was in 
the south and the other in the north. The northern place was located in the city of Dan. 
 Up at Dan he put an altar for worship and an elevated platform where he placed a golden calf for the people 
to worship. Now, if you’re a student of the Bible, this all sounds vaguely familiar, doesn’t it? Over 500 years 
before this, the people of God were at the base of Mt Sinai and Moses was up on that mountain receiving the 
commands of God. The people grew impatient waiting for Moses, so Aaron took all of their gold and fashioned 
for them a golden calf to worship. This was a cheap substitute for the real God and both God and Moses were 
furious! All these years later, another golden calf shows up and the people once again bow down to worship it. 
This time it represented the god, Baal (the local god of the Canaanites). The Bible tells us that even Rehoboam, 
Solomon’s son, worshiped this false, pagan god. 
 How could things fall apart this quickly? How do you go from David (a man after God’s own heart), to 
Solomon (the wisest man to live, and yet fell from his faith), to Rehoboam (who was totally corrupted)? How 
do you get there? Well, my friends, you get there…ONE CHAIR AT A TIME! 
 While our family sat up at this high place in Dan, Mary Beth and I talked about how far people fall from 
God…in just a few short generations. Think about it: father David had a heart after God, son Solomon 
compromised his faith, and grandson Rehoboam had a corrupted faith.  
 David loved God and had made a Commitment to follow God. He wasn’t a perfect man, husband, or father. 
But he did make a strong Commitment follow God with his whole heart. His son, Solomon, had a great heritage 
and grew up in a strong family of faith, but he didn’t make the same commitment that David had done. Even 
though Solomon knew of his father’s Commitment to God, Solomon’s own life was marked by Compromise. 
He turned his heart from God to worship the pleasure, power, and possessions of this world. It’s no wonder that 
when it was time to turn the kingdom over to his son, Rehoboam (David’s grandson) the nation split in two and 
Rehoboam lead the people into sin. Rehoboam lived his life in Conflict to God. 
BOOK: ————————————————————————————————————————— 
 So that day up at the high place of Dan my wife and I asked our sons “In your life, which chair will you 
choose to sit in?” I want to ask that same question to you today. 

Each of these three chairs represents a different type of person and faith, three different levels of 



commitment toward God. If you are a Christian, then you probably have sat in every one of them at one time of 
your life or another. During my message, I’m sure I t won’t take long for you to discover which of these chairs 
you occupy and how your chair relates to nearly everything in your life. And as you reflect on the chair that you 
sit in, you may be shocked at how dramatically your chair of choice influences the spiritual lives of not just 
yourself, but also your children, and your grandchildren. 
 You see, each chair represents a person’s spiritual status before God. 
 Let’s look at the person who sits in this chair: A First Chair person is someone who is definitely a follower 
of Jesus Christ but has gone beyond simply accepting the gift of salvation to willfully being under Christ’s 
authority and direction. This person knows the Jesus as a personal friend and Savior and is developing a 
meaningful and growing relationship with Him. We could hang the word, “Commitment” onto this First Chair. 
 When I came to Christ, I bought the message hook, line, and sinker. There was no compromise in my belief 
or my behavior.  I made the choice to follow Jesus and sat down in the First Chair. I hadn’t known a life of 
faith, and so it was a complete life change when I began following Jesus.) 
 The Second Chair represents someone who has received new life in Christ but hasn’t decided how little or 
much they will follow Him. This person believes all the same truths as someone in the First Chair, follows the 
Christian “lifestyle” in many outward ways, and usually has the best of intentions. But instability and 
inconsistency mark this person’s course. Unless there’s a spiritual wave rolling through his or her life, a Second 
Chair person quickly runs short on spiritual strength and often lives short of their desired commitments. You 
could hang the word, “Compromise” onto this chair. 
 The difference between the First and Second chairs can be summed up in Jesus’ words to the church of 
Laodicea. The First chair person has a white-hot faith, the Second chair person has a lukewarm faith. Jesus said 
that this kind of faith was upsetting to his stomach! Jesus also mentioned that there is a dead faith, a cold faith, 
and it’s represented by the final chair. 
 The Third Chair stands for someone who has not responded personally to God. They are not a follower of 
Jesus Christ. A Third Chair person may have always known they weren’t a Christian, they may have 
consciously rejected God, or may be confused about their spiritual state. 
 Now, especially if this person has grown up in a Christian family surrounded by God-talk and 
“Churchianity,” they may look, act, feel, and think like Christians, but they’re not really followers of Jesus 
Christ—and others may not even know it—for a while. You could hang the word, “Conflict” onto this chair. 
 There you have it: Three Chairs, three spiritual conditions. Every one of us fits into one of these 
descriptions, and perhaps like me, you know each Chair from personal experience. 
 Now, it’s important to view these chairs by how they view God: 
 The First Chair person sees God through the heart of their Relationship with God. After all, they have 
forged ahead and set a new course for their lives—they are followers of Jesus Christ—and they have a 
Relationship with him. When they think of God it’s all about “delight.” 
 The Second Chair person sees God through the head of their Responsibility towards God. They have 
grown up in a Christian home and know what it means to look and act like a Christian. There may have been 
incredible pressures to think and act like a Christian, and so when they think of God, they don’t think of 
“delight,” they think of “duty.” I have no doubt they love and serve God, but it’s a duty. 
 The Third Chair person sees God through the eyes of Religion. They’ve seen the good of Christianity, but 
more often than not, they’ve seen the hypocrisy as well. They don’t think of God with “delight,” nor do they 
want to follow the “duty” of their parent’s faith. They think of God as a “drudgery”—a chore they had to do, 
while they wait to grow up and leave their parent’s house. 
 SO, how does this all fit together? 
 Let me take you back to the book of Joshua, Chapter 23. During his long lifetime, Joshua had risen from 
slave in Egypt, to servant of Moses, to desert spy, and finally to general and national leader after Moses’ death. 
In Joshua 23 and 24, Joshua know that he is approaching the end of his life—and wants to challenge his people 
one more time to live for God. 
 Joshua 23:1-11, “The years passed, and the LORD had given the people of Israel rest from all their 
enemies. Joshua, who was now very old, called together all the elders, leaders, judges, and officers of Israel. 
He said to them, ‘I am now a very old man. You have seen everything the LORD your God has done for you 



during my lifetime. The LORD your God has fought for you against your enemies. I have allotted to you as your 
homeland all the land of the nations yet unconquered, as well as the land of those we have already conquered—
from the Jordan River to the Mediterranean Sea in the west. This land will be yours, for the LORD your God 
will himself drive out all the people living there now. You will take possession of their land, just as the LORD 
your God promised you.’ 
 “So be very careful to follow everything Moses wrote in the Book of Instruction. Do not deviate from it, 
turning either to the right or to the left. Make sure you do not associate with the other people still remaining in 
the land. Do not even mention the names of their gods, much less swear by them or serve them or worship them. 
Rather, cling tightly to the LORD your God as you have done until now. 
 “For the LORD has driven out great and powerful nations for you, and no one has yet been able to defeat 
you. Each one of you will put to flight a thousand of the enemy, for the LORD your God fights for you, just as he 
has promised. So be very careful to love the LORD your God.” Joshua 23:1-11 (NLT) 
 I can just imagine this scene: This old man of faith calls the people of God together, and says, “You’ve seen 
it! Don’t forget it! Don’t grow cold in your love for God! You’re now in the Promised Land and you are 
enjoying all of the fruits of your labor! But there is a danger! Don’t forget!” 
 After Joshua reviewed the entire story of God’s goodness to Israel, he threw down the challenge of a 
lifetime in Joshua 23:14-16 when he said, “Soon I will die, going the way of everything on earth. Deep in your 
hearts you know that every promise of the LORD your God has come true. Not a single one has failed! But as 
surely as the LORD your God has given you the good things he promised, he will also bring disaster on you if 
you disobey him. He will completely destroy you from this good land he has given you. If you break the 
covenant of the LORD your God by worshiping and serving other gods, his anger will burn against you, and 
you will quickly vanish from the good land he has given you.” Joshua 23:14-16 (NLT) 
 Then he uttered these amazing words in the next chapter… “So fear the LORD and serve him 
wholeheartedly. Put away forever the idols your ancestors worshiped when they lived beyond the Euphrates 
River and in Egypt. Serve the LORD alone. But if you refuse to serve the LORD, then choose today whom you 
will serve. Would you prefer the gods your ancestors served beyond the Euphrates? Or will it be the gods of the 
Amorites in whose land you now live? But as for me and my family, we will serve the LORD.” Joshua 24:14-15 
(NLT) 
 What was there response to this challenge? “The people said to Joshua, ‘We will serve the LORD our God. 
We will obey him alone.’” Joshua 24:24 (NLT) Joshua’s entire life led up to this one powerful moment. Without 
a doubt, it was the most important question God’s people of that day would ever hear: “Choose today whom you 
will serve.” I actually think it’s the most important question God’s people of ANY day could hear. 
 Their response was amazing! “We will serve the LORD our God. We will obey him alone.” 
 So far…so good. But as you trace the record of these Elders, you find plenty of evidence that the elders 
served the Lord only partially—mostly when it was convenient. Here’s a snapshot found in the next book of the 
Bible, Judges (just a page turn over). Judges 1:27-30: “The tribe of Manasseh failed to drive out the people 
living in Beth-shan, Taanach, Dor, Ibleam, Megiddo, and all their surrounding settlements, because the 
Canaanites were determined to stay in that region. When the Israelites grew stronger, they forced the 
Canaanites to work as slaves, but they never did drive them completely out of the land. 
 “The tribe of Ephraim failed to drive out the Canaanites living in Gezer, so the Canaanites continued to live 
there among them. 
 “The tribe of Zebulun failed to drive out the residents of Kitron and Nahalol, so the Canaanites continued to 
live among them. But the Canaanites were forced to work as slaves for the people of Zebulun.” Judges 1:27-30 
(NLT) 
 What God told them to never do, they did…because it was convenient. They mixed with their lives with the 
pagan people all around them. This generation lived a compromised life. They never completely loved God but 
tried to make God fit into the culture they were living in, verses shaping their culture to worship and honor their 
commitment ot God. 
 While Joshua had been fully committed to obeying God, the elders were compromised. When the enemy 
tribes proved difficult to remove, the elders decided to call off the battle and put the Canaanites under tribute. 
I’m sure this seemed like a wonderful plan: no more fighting, no more death…and plenty of money coming 



their way. Everybody wins, right? Soon the Israelites and their pagan neighbors were on good terms, and soon 
after that, both sides began giving their sons and daughters in intermarriage agreements. 
 The disappointment of God was obvious, as we see in Judges 2:1-3, “The angel of the LORD went up from 
Gilgal to Bokim and said to the Israelites, ‘I brought you out of Egypt into this land that I swore to give your 
ancestors, and I said I would never break my covenant with you. For your part, you were not to make any 
covenants with the people living in this land; instead, you were to destroy their altars. But you disobeyed my 
command. Why did you do this? So now I declare that I will no longer drive out the people living in your land. 
They will be thorns in your sides, and their gods will be a constant temptation to you.’” Judges 2:1-3 (NLT) 
They made their choices and then their choices made them (and their children). So what happened next could be 
expected…their children turned away from God. 
 The next group of Israelites, known as the children of the Elders, were neither committed nor even 
compromised. This is what the Bible says about them in Judges 2:10-13, “After that generation died, another 
generation grew up who did not acknowledge the LORD or remember the mighty things he had done for Israel.  
 “The Israelites did evil in the LORD’s sight and served the images of Baal. They abandoned the LORD, the 
God of their ancestors, who had brought them out of Egypt. They went after other gods, worshiping the gods of 
the people around them. And they angered the LORD. They abandoned the LORD to serve Baal and the images 
of Ashtoreth.” Judges 2:10-13 (NLT) 
 So here we see a people who lived in conflict with God. They only knew God as a Religion. They may have 
tolerated their grandparents when they spoke of the plagues of Egypt and the miracle at the parting of the Red 
Sea. But what they had grown up with were parents who lived in peace and prosperity. And what had shaped 
their understanding of God was compromise. 
LOOK: ————————————————————————————————————————— 
 As a former Youth Pastor and now Senior Pastor, I’ve seen this again and again. Do you know why so many 
young people stop coming to church when they turn 18 and leave their parent’s home? Because they can! If 
they do not move up to the first chair, then they don’t want to waste their time in something that is not truly 
important to them. And even if they do decide to stay in church (so as not to upset their parents) the children of 
those people will ultimately reject God altogether. Why? It all comes back to the Three Chairs: Commitment, 
Compromise & Conflict. It’s called, “Generational Slide.” 
 It happened to Joshua, the Elders, and the Elder’s Children. It happened to David, Solomon, and 
Rehoboam. Each person has to move up to the “first chair” of faith and own their own faith. It’s not enough to 
grow up in a “Christian household”, but your faith must be first person and not lived off of the coat tails of 
another believer. After all, what parents do in moderation, children do in excess. And if you look closely, you 
might even see it in your life. 
 Which chair do you sit in? How do you feel about the Chair that you are sitting in right now? 
 My dear friends, each generation must make the move up to this First Chair—or the tragic result will be 
compromise & eventually conflict. 
 Are you satisfied with your choice of chairs? Are you confident that spending the rest of your life in that 
Chair is the right choice? The choice is up to you. 
 If you have children, do you know which chair they sit in today? If you have grandchildren, do you know 
which chair they sit in right now? Has generational slide occurred in your family? 
 When I was a Youth Pastor, I used to challenge the young people to “Own their own faith.” What about 
you? It’s natural to grow up and live off the faith of your parents. Some of you might be in that situation right 
now. Some of you are living off the faith of your boyfriend or girlfriend, or off the faith of your wife or 
husband. Have you “owned you own faith?” or are you living off someone else’s faith? 
 A friend of mine said this to me a few years ago, “I’ve come to understand that the true test of your 
parenting is not how your children turn out—it’s how your grandchildren turn out.”  
TOOK: ————————————————————————————————————————— 
 So, I come back to the question my wife and I asked our sons, “Which chair will you chose to sit in? Are 
you comfortable in that chair?” 
 Is your life marked by Conflict with God? Move up to the First Chair. 
 Is your life filled with Compromise to the path of God? Make the choice to move up to the First Chair 



today and make a Commitment to Jesus Christ. 
How do you do that? How do you sit in this chair? 
You decide to have a first-person encounter with God. 
You cannot live off of someone else’s faith the rest of your life. Today you can “own your own faith” and 

make a Commitment to follow Jesus Christ as your Lord and Savior. 
 We are told in Romans 10:9-11 that, “If you confess with your mouth, ‘Jesus is Lord,’ and believe in your 
heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. For it is with your heart that you believe and are 
justified, and it is with your mouth that you confess and are saved. As the Scripture says, ‘Anyone who trusts in 
him will never be put to shame.’” Romans 10:9-11 (NLT) 
 That’s pretty simple, really. Confess with your mouth and believe in your heart. There’s nothing about being 
a good boy or girl, going to church, reading the Bible, or giving to the offering. None of those things will make 
you right with God. Only by “confessing with your mouth that Jesus is Lord” and “believing in your heart that 
God raised Jesus from the dead.” 
 Will you do that with me right now? I want everyone to close their eyes and if you’ve never made this 
decision to make a Commitment to God and move up to this First Chair, then you should do it right now. 
 If you find yourself in the Chair of Compromise or the Chair of Conflict, move on up to the Chair of 
Commitment today. 
 If you’ve already done that, then please pray for those around you, that they might make the decision you 
made. Pray with me… 

——————————————— DISCIPLESHIP QUESTIONS ——————————————— 

HEAD: These questions help you examine the truth of God’s Word. 
1. When you consider the generational slide of faith as seen in the lives of David, Solomon, and Rehoboam,

why do you think that faith is so easily lost from one generation to another? Have you personally seen
this to be true?

2. Describe the Three Chairs and how they each relate differently to God.

HEART: These questions help you wrestle with what you believe. 
3. Look back over the verses above that describe the failure of the Israelites to completely obey God’s

commands. Share a time when you struggled to obey God’s commands in your life. What happened?
4. Which chairs have you sat in? Which one do you sit in now?

HANDS: These questions help you bring the truth into your everyday life. 
5. When did you make the decision to “own your own faith?” How did it happen?

HABITS: These questions help you develop beliefs and behaviors that change your life. 
6. Spend time sharing your own faith story of moving up to the First Chair with someone this week.



MEALS ON WHEELS NUTRITION WORKSHOP | WEDNESDAY, JULY 

31ST AT 11:00 AM | SONRISE DINING ROOM 

“How to Eat Like the French: Rethinking social eating for better nutrition, health and 

well-being”. Presented by Washington County Disability, Aging and Veteran’s 

Services on Wednesday, July 31st at 11:00 am in the Meals on Wheels Dining Room 

here at Sonrise. 
 

4th ANNUAL BACKPACKS FOR WITCH HAZEL ELEMENTARY | 

STARTS AUG. 4TH IN THE LOBBY 9:00AM & 11:00AM 
One pack makes a difference! Great opportunity to serve our schools and help 

families in need by providing 85 full backpacks. Pick up the information in the lobby 

on August 4th. Any questions, please email Heather Brown at mercy@isonrise.com. 
 

VOLUNTEER WITH GOOD NEWS TODAY | AUGUST 9-11 | 

HILLSBORO STADIUM 
Good News Today is a free event at Hillsboro Stadium on Sunday, August 11th, 

2019 at 5pm. There are lots of ways to get involved before the event starts! From 

praying, to promoting, training, giving, and volunteering. Volunteering starts August 

9th until August 11th. If you’d like to serve, sign up at 

https://goodnewstoday.churchcenter.com/people/forms/42172. 
 

MEN’S BREAKFAST | AUGUST 11 | 8 AM 
Join us monthly on the 2nd Saturday for a time of great food, and conversation. We 

are going through “The Measure of a Man” Series. 
 

MEN’S ROUNDUP | SEPTEMBER 6-8 | SIGN UP NOW | $129 

We are excited to tell you about a 3-day Men’s camping retreat (only $129). Come 

hang out with the men of Sonrise and build relationships, have fun, eat big and 

draw near to God. Check out the amazing camp details and sign up at 

https://www.mensroundup.com/.  If you need help, please contact Doug Weaver at 

(503) 314-4309. 
 

MERCY FUND REMINDER | THANK YOU FOR BLESSING THOSE IN 

NEED 

Through your generous giving, we continue to help those that are hurting to get 

back on their feet. Our Mercy fund helps with rent, utilities, medicines, and more. If 

you are led to give financially to the Mercy Fund, please mark “Mercy” on the giving 

envelope or you can give online. Any questions, please email Heather Brown at 

mercy@isonrise.com. 
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SUNDAY NIGHT SUMMER MEAL | 5PM 
This is a special time to eat together, build relationships, and have fun. We have a 

meal at 5:00 pm followed by our service at 6:00 pm. Every Sunday through summer. 
 

GOLIATH MUST FALL | WOMEN’S | 6:30PM 
Winning the battle against your giants. It's likely you have a giant in your life. It's 

holding you captive, intimidating you. Adversaries such as fear, anger, addiction, 

and others can stake a claim and, before you know it, gain a foothold in your heart. 

Contact Amy: 916-804-6882 or Register online: isonrise/events 
 

MEXICO MISSION TRIP | OCT 5-12 
Join us as we serve a community and build a house, no experience necessary, 

however, if you do have construction experience, we would love to have you on this 

team. Contact Bill Brooks 503-705-8121 
 

BOXING | MON-FRI | 6-8PM 

M,W,F Competition Training | TU & TH Boxing Conditioning | Dining Hall 

Contact: Kimo 808-497-1497 |Cost $30 a month  
 

4 CORE EXERCISE CLASS | TU & TH 7:30AM | TU & TH 10AM |  

TH 6:30PM 
Contact: Lanae 503-348-6113 | Cost $35 a month | Fireside Room 
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