
The Gospel in a Pluralistic Society (Acts 4:1-22)  

Witnesses: The Acts of the Apostles • October 27, 2019 
 

HOOK: ————————————————————————————————————————— 

 Where do you get your direction for life? I believe there are three options: 

 1. Culture. You can get the answer from everyone around you: television, movies, friends, music, radio, 

magazines, or books (most people go here). 

 2. Church. What does your church teach and believe? There is probably a good deal of difference between 

how culture might answer the question and how the Church might answer the question (some people go here). 

 3. Christ. There is another option. You can go to the Bible and find what Jesus says about life. (honestly, 

few people truly go here). The interesting thing about the Bible is that it has never been rewritten–it has never 

been revised. What it said two and four thousand years ago remains the same. 

 So, how does that affect you? Our Culture—who does not believe the Bible—has its ideas on what life is all 

about. But over time our culture changes it views, and we often get so influenced by culture’s view that the 

view of the Bible seems so “old fashioned” and out of date–even irrelevant to modern life. 

 The Church, over time, often looks at what the Bible says and then what the culture says and decides that 

it’s safer to stay right here—in the middle—and end up halfway between Christ and Culture. 

 Have you ever stopped to realize that where you go for the answer to your questions in life will determine 

how you act and who you become? 

 If you accept the beliefs of the Culture, you will adopt the views and lifestyle of this world. If you listen to 

the Church, you will adopt the views and lifestyle of the Christians. If you listen to the Christ, you will adopt 

the views and lifestyles of Jesus. So, where do you choose to get your truth? 

 Now, why do I bring that up? In my lifetime alone, culture has changed its opinions on DIVORCE, 

MARRIAGE, ADULTRY, SEX, and SEXUAL IDENTITY. 

 The pull of the culture is stronger than we would like to admit. It’s hard to swim upstream when everything 

around us is swimming the other way. It’s hard to keep your feet on solid ground when the tide of culture is 

rising high.  

 

BOOK: ————————————————————————————————————————— 

 Why do I bring this up (again)? Barna research recently revealed that nearly half (47%) of practicing 

Christian millennials—churchgoers who consider religion an important part of their lives—believe that 

evangelism is wrong. 

 Why? Millennials reported that the feelings-first priority that our culture makes as a way of life means that if 

someone disagrees with you, it means they’re judging you. 

 I still remember reading Closing of the American Mind, by Alan Bloom in college in 1987. In it, Bloom 

gives a harsh critique of the American university system and how it is failing its students by feeding it a steady 

diet of “moral relativism.” He argued that by claiming that all truth is equally valid, we are losing our ability to 

have any critical thinking. In a system where we are supposed to be encouraging growth through different 

opinions, we are actually shutting down student’s ability to judge. We are no longer allowed to disagree and 

therefore have “closed our minds” to anyone who disagrees with us. 

 But again, WHY AM I BRINGING THIS UP TODAY? Good question! 

 Jesus said in John 14:6, I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one can come to the Father except through 

me. John 14:6 (NLT) Notice that Jesus didn’t say, “I will show you the Way” or “I will guide you to the Truth” 

or “I can point you to the Life.” No, Jesus claims to be THE Way, THE Truth, and THE Life. 

 We live in a pluralistic society—a society with many different faiths, gods, and cultures. How can we live in 

and still proclaim the message of John 14:6? 

 But this isn’t new. The Church was born in a pluralistic society. From the very beginning of the Church, 

there were other groups making other truth claims. The early leaders of the church were confronted with this all 

of the time. 

 Today we’re going to see these Jesus followers confronted by the leaders of the Jewish faith who said that 

they couldn’t say that Jesus was truly God. They were thrown in jail, persecuted, and told to never speak about 



Jesus again. 

 Paul confronted this in Athens in Acts 17. There were statues of gods everywhere, and yet he stood up and 

said that his God was the true God and theirs were just man-made idols. 

 You and I are increasingly told to wake up and change. After all, we live in a pluralistic world. You can’t 

make exclusive truth claims. You can’t say that Jesus is the only way to be saved. That’s offensive and narrow. 

 But again, this isn’t new. The world of the Bible was officially pluralistic. Rome said, “Everyone can have a 

god and you can worship your god. But you must also worship the emperor. Caesar is the god above all gods.” 

And believers in Jesus said, “no!” The early church thrived in a world that said, “How dare you say your way is 

the only way. You can say it’s A way, but how insensitive of you to claim your way is the only truth.” This 

brought them into tremendous conflict with the Jewish leaders and the Roman government. 

 The world is once again pluralistic, and the exclusive claims of Jesus are once again seen as narrow and 

offensive—even dangerous. I realize we all have friends, neighbors, and co-workers who are Hindu, Muslim, 

atheists, and completely secular. So how are you and I to live in a pluralistic world? 

 We’re increasingly told that we can no longer say our truth is the truth. There are those even in the church 

who are saying that we have to adapt and declare that all religions are equally valid and true. But don’t worry! 

The message of Jesus thrived in a world where its claims were dangerous and offensive. 

 In fact, if you’re not offended by today’s message, then you’re not paying attention! Of course, the message 

of Jesus is offensive! It says that we’ve all sinned…we’ve all fallen short of God’s glory…we’re all living a 

lifeless life…we’re all bound for a lifeless eternity. How can that NOT be offensive? 

 Grab your Bible and open up to Acts 4:1-20. Let’s read the entire story at one time and then focus on the 

last part: While Peter and John were speaking to the people, they were confronted by the priests, the captain of 

the Temple guard, and some of the Sadducees. These leaders were very disturbed that Peter and John were 

teaching the people that through Jesus there is a resurrection of the dead. They arrested them and, since it was 

already evening, put them in jail until morning. But many of the people who heard their message believed it, so 

the number of men who believed now totaled about 5,000. 

 The next day the council of all the rulers and elders and teachers of religious law met in Jerusalem. Annas 

the high priest was there, along with Caiaphas, John, Alexander, and other relatives of the high priest. They 

brought in the two disciples and demanded, “By what power, or in whose name, have you done this?” 

 Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them, “Rulers and elders of our people, are we being 

questioned today because we’ve done a good deed for a crippled man? Do you want to know how he was 

healed? Let me clearly state to all of you and to all the people of Israel that he was healed by the powerful 

name of Jesus Christ the Nazarene, the man you crucified but whom God raised from the dead. For Jesus is the 

one referred to in the Scriptures, where it says, ‘The stone that you builders rejected has now become the 

cornerstone.’  

 There is salvation in no one else! God has given no other name under heaven by which we must be saved.” 

 The members of the council were amazed when they saw the boldness of Peter and John, for they could see 

that they were ordinary men with no special training in the Scriptures. They also recognized them as men who 

had been with Jesus. But since they could see the man who had been healed standing right there among them, 

there was nothing the council could say. So they ordered Peter and John out of the council chamber and 

conferred among themselves.  

  “What should we do with these men?” they asked each other. “We can’t deny that they have performed a 

miraculous sign, and everybody in Jerusalem knows about it. But to keep them from spreading their 

propaganda any further, we must warn them not to speak to anyone in Jesus’ name again.” So they called the 

apostles back in and commanded them never again to speak or teach in the name of Jesus. 

 But Peter and John replied, “Do you think God wants us to obey you rather than him? We cannot stop 

telling about everything we have seen and heard.” 

 The council then threatened them further, but they finally let them go because they didn’t know how to 

punish them without starting a riot. For everyone was praising God for this miraculous sign—the healing of a 

man who had been lame for more than forty years. Acts 4:1-22 (NLT) 

 The Apostles proudly declared, There is salvation in no one else! God has given no other name under 

heaven by which we must be saved. Acts 4:12 (NLT) 



 Jesus isn’t just ONE of the paths to God! He is the ONLY path to God. 

 Today people tell us that we can’t say that anymore. You can’t say that Jesus is superior to Socrates and 

Plato, or Abraham and Moses, or Buddha and Muhammad. You can believe in Jesus—but you can’t believe 

he’s better than any of the other religious founders or teachers. 

 “But I thought the bumper sticker said we’re supposed to ‘co-exist.’” We are! But that doesn’t mean every 

belief is “co-equal.” We respect everyone, but that’s doesn’t mean that everyone’s belief is equally valid. You 

can’t believe in Jesus if you also believe in Buddha, Joseph Smith, or Muhammad. 

 Toyohiko Kagawa was Japanese Christian leader who said it like this… 

 “I am grateful for Shinto, for Buddhism and for Confucianism. I owe much to these faiths. Yet these three 

faiths utterly failed to minister to my heart’s deepest needs. 

 “I was a pilgrim journeying upon a long road that had no turning. I was weary, I was footsore. I wandered 

through a dark and dismal world where tragedies were thick. 

 “Buddhism teaches great compassion…but since the beginning of time, who has declared ‘this is my blood 

of the covenant which is poured out for many unto the remission of sins’? 

 “Islam, of course, proclaims the mercy of God. Each chapter of the Qur’an is introduced by the words ‘In 

the name of Allah, the Compassionate, the Merciful.’ 

 “But they do not tell of a costly and historic display of God’s mercy as portrayed by the cross and spoken of 

in each Gospel. 

 “In Islam, Allah is merciful to the meritorious, those who pray, give alms, and fast in Ramadan. 

 “In Christianity God is merciful to sinners not because of their good works but because of Christ’s sacrifice 

for them on the cross.” – Toyohiko Kagawa 

 Now maybe Jesus was right and maybe Jesus was wrong, but you can’t put Jesus on the same level as every 

other religious leader. Either he is not the Son of God—and therefore a liar—or he is the Son of God—and 

therefore above all other truth claims. If Jesus was a liar, then let’s all go home. We certainly have better 

things to do with our time than go to church. However, if Jesus truly is the Son of God, then he DID die on the 

cross for our sins and he DID rise from the grave. If he did those two things, then he is far superior to any 

other belief system and deserves our worship. 

 How could all religions be equally true? They all say different things! It’s not logical. In fact, those who 

claim that we can have no absolute certainty about our belief in Jesus as being true—says that with absolute 

certainty! If they think we’re being arrogant, they should look in the mirror. If they’re trying to be inclusive, 

they’re being very exclusive. 

 If spiritual beliefs were simply a subjective reality—then go ahead and believe whatever you want. BUT, if 

there is any objectivity to it at all, then you’re either right or wrong. 

 

LOOK: ————————————————————————————————————————— 

 So, how are you and me to live in peace in a pluralistic society? It doesn’t come by checking your brains at 

the door. It comes by loving people…serving people…and shining the light of Jesus through you. Look at Acts 

4:18-20! 

 If you do believe in Jesus, then you believe that you were a sinner bound for hell—and you received 

forgiveness by the sheer grace of God. It was Jesus who died on your behalf. That belief should make NOT you 

feel arrogant or superior to anybody. You didn’t earn it and you didn’t deserve it. 

 Q: What are you risking sharing what you have “seen and heard” about Jesus? 

 Q: Is there undeniable evidence that Jesus has changed your life? 

 

TOOK: ————————————————————————————————————————— 

 Throughout the book of Acts, we will be seeing that the followers of Jesus spoke about him at every 

opportunity. It was as natural for them to talk about Jesus as it is for us today talk about sports, work, or a 

vacation. Why? Because they had a personal experience with him. That’s the most fundamental truth about 

witnesses—they communicate what they have “seen and heard.” If Jesus is real to us, if he’s important to us, if 

he’s first in our hearts and minds, we will be like those first-century followers. We won’t be able to keep from 

talking about him. 



 But I don’t know enough! Well…Peter and John were unschooled fishermen and the Council was amazed at 

what being with Jesus had done for them. Only weeks before, they had been timid and weak. Now they were 

fearless, confident, articulate, and passionate about proclaiming Jesus as Lord and Savior. A changed life 

convinces people of God’s power. One of your greatest testimonies is the difference others see in your life since 

you have begun following Jesus. 

 “But, Pastor James…” My friends, you have to make a choice: Who will you fear, God or Man? 

PRAYER  
 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Discipleship Questions 
(Community, Women’s, Men’s Groups plus Family and Friends) 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

The Gospel in a Pluralistic Society (Acts 4:1-22)  
 
HEAD: These questions help you examine the truth of God’s Word. 

 

1. What in this text (Acts 4:1-22) impacted you the most? Why? 

2. (47%) of practicing Christian millennials—churchgoers who consider religion an important part of their lives—believe 

that evangelism is wrong. Why?  

 

HEART: These questions help you wrestle with what you believe. 

 

3. What is a current challenge you face living in a pluralistic world? Why? Be specific. 

 

4. Where do you get your direction for life? Give an example? 

• Culture. You can get the answer from everyone around you: television, movies, friends, music, radio, 

magazines, or books (most people go here). 

• Church. What does your church teach and believe? There is probably a good deal of difference between how 

culture might answer the question and how the Church might answer the question (some people go here). 

• Christ. There is another option. You can go to the Bible and find what Jesus says about life. (honestly, few 

people truly go here). The interesting thing about the Bible is that it has never been rewritten–it has never 

been revised. What it said two and four thousand years ago remains the same. 

 

HANDS: These questions help you bring the truth into your everyday life. 

 

Throughout the book of Acts, we will be seeing that the followers of Jesus spoke about him at every opportunity. It was as 

natural for them to talk about Jesus as it is for us today talk about sports, work, or a vacation. Why? Because they had a 

personal experience with him. That’s the most fundamental truth about witnesses—they communicate what they have 

“seen and heard.”  

 

If Jesus is real to us, if he’s important to us, if he’s first in our hearts and minds, we will be like those first-century 

followers. We won’t be able to keep from talking about him. 

 

5. Get in groups of two or three and practice being a witness.  

• Share your moment of salvation. 

• Share a current “God” story. 
 

HABITS: These questions help you develop behaviors that change your life and others. 

 

6. Spend 10 minutes alone with God meditating and praying this truth. 
 

Jesus said in John 14:6, I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one can come to the Father except through me. Notice 

that Jesus didn’t say, “I will show you the Way” or “I will guide you to the Truth” or “I can point you to the Life.” No, 

Jesus claims to be THE Way, THE Truth, and THE Life. 



 
  

UPCOMING EVENTS 
   

AMERICAN RED CROSS BLOOD DRIVE | TUES., OCT. 29TH | 9AM-2PM 
The American Red Cross will be holding a blood drive here at Sonrise Church on Tuesday, 

October 29th from 9AM to 2PM in the main lobby. To sign up or for more information, please 

contact 1-800-RED-CROSS or visit www.redcrossblood.org.  

Sponsor Code: HillsboroComm97124. 
 

MS GROWTH GETAWAY | NOV. 1-3 | CAMP TADMOR | $85 
Middle school students are invited to join us at Camp Tadmor for a weekend of fun on 

November 1-3, Friday through Sunday. Food, lodging and transportation are all provided. For 

more information or to register, please visit www.isonrise.com/youth.  
 

SERVE CLASS | SUN., NOV 3RD | 12:47-2:47PM | FIRESIDE ROOM 
At Sonrise, we passionately believe 1) You were saved to serve, and 2) Your ministry is 

determined by your God-given makeup. Come join the SERVE class and learn about your 

S.H.A.P.E. for serving. Register at isonrise.com/events.  
 

INDIAN MINISTRY JEEVAN JYOTHI | SUN., NOV. 3RD | 5PM 
Do you live in the Hillsboro area?  Jeevan Jyothi community is a safe place to hear a life-

changing message! Visit us for our monthly gathering and you will find music & worship in 

Indian languages and hear good news. Childcare is provided. Contact Pastor Francis: 

francisb@isonrise.com. Held in Fireside Room. 
 

MEN’S BREAKFAST | SAT., NOV 9TH | 8AM | DINING HALL 
Every Second Saturday at 8AM in the Sonrise dining hall. Please join us Saturday, November 

9th. Great time to connect with other men, build relationships, & explore Gods word...plus 

big food with extra meat. Contact Bill Brooks at 503.705.8121. 
 

GROUP LEADER HUDDLE | WED., NOV 13TH | 6:30-8PM | FIRESIDE RM 
All group leaders, co-leaders and hosts are cordially invited to our first Group Leader Huddle 

on Wednesday, November 13th, in the Fireside Room from 6:30-8PM. The purpose of this time 

together is to communicate, build relationships and share testimonies of what God has been 

doing this season! Child care is provided. Please RSVP at isonrise.com/events. 
 

HEALTHY GRIEF DURING THE HOLIDAYS | THURS., NOV 14TH | 6:30-

8:30PM 
Join us on Thursday, November 14th from 6:30 to 8:30PM in Room 9 where we’ll talk about 

how to deal with grief and the loss (death) of a loved one during the holidays. For more 

information, contact Heather Brown at mercy@isonrise.com.  
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WEEKLY EVENTS 
 

BOXING | MON-FRI | 6-8PM | DINING HALL 

Days of training include: M,W,F - Competition Training; TU & TH - Boxing conditioning. Classes 

are held in the Dining Hall. Please contact Kimo at (808) 497-1497. Cost is $30 a month. 
 

SILVER SNEAKERS STRENGTH & BALANCE CLASS | TU & TH |   
10-10:45AM | DINING HALL 

Silver Sneakers Strength and Balance class, presented by Meals on Wheels, happens on 

Tuesdays and Thursdays from 10AM to 10:45AM in the dining room. Contact Gloria at (971) 

808-7885 for more information. 
 

BINGO! | WEDNESDAYS | 10:30AM | DINING HALL 

Come join us for Bingo every Wednesday at 10:30AM. There is no cost to play and prizes are 

awarded. 
 

4 CORE EXERCISE CLASS | TU & TH 7:30AM | TU & TH 10AM |  

TH 6:30PM | FIRESIDE ROOM 
Classes are held in the Fireside Room. Contact: Lanae 503-348-6113. Cost is $35 a month. 
 

SONRISE SHOWER MINISTRY | TU & TH | 9:30AM-1PM | ENTRANCE D 
Sonrise Shower’s is a safe and welcoming place where those who are less fortunate can come 

have a shower, meal, and sign up for local services and resources. We are looking for male 

volunteers and are always in need of full-size hygiene items and new men’s/women’s socks 

and underwear. If you have any questions, want to volunteer, or donate, please contact Tory 

at toryg@isonrise.com. Thank you! 

_________________________________________________________________________ 
 

MERCY FUND REMINDER 
 THANK YOU FOR BLESSING THOSE IN NEED 

Through your generous giving, we continue to help those who are hurting to get back on 

their feet. Our Mercy fund helps with rent, utilities, medicines, and more. If you are led to 

give financially to the Mercy Fund, please mark “Mercy” on the giving envelope or you can 

 give online. Any questions, please email Heather Brown at mercy@isonrise.com. 
 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Please email Eliza at Elizae@isonrise.com with any questions or thoughts 
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