
The First Miracle (Acts 3:1-20)  

Witnesses: The Acts of the Apostles • October 20, 2019 
 

HOOK: ———————————————————————————————————————— 

 As most of you know, every morning I get up, grab breakfast and read a few chapters from the Bible and 

pray for you. This gets me through the entire Bible in a year. I’ve been doing it for over 30 years and even 

though sometimes it’s a chore, it changes me. I discover more of God’s plan and his heart. 

 To be honest, I usually enjoy some parts of the Bible more than others, and yet, sometimes God surprises 

me! A few years ago, I fell in love with the book of Isaiah. It’s so poetic and beautiful. Here’s an example: And 

when he comes, he will open the eyes of the blind and unplug the ears of the deaf. The lame will leap like a 

deer, and those who cannot speak will sing for joy! Isaiah 35:5-6 (NLT) 

 Can you imagine the hope of a people who have been waiting on God to deliver the long-promised Kingdom 

of God ushered in by his Chosen One—the long-awaited Messiah, the Anointed One? 

 Isaiah’s prophecy was made around 750 BC, and you can imagine people looking around and wondering, 

“When is God coming to save us?  We don’t see the lame leaping like a deer.” In 500 BC, God still hasn’t come 

to save. They still hadn’t seen “the lame leaping like a deer!” 

 In fact, for nearly 800 years nothing was happening! Can you imagine someone reading this in Jerusalem 

one day around AD 35 and thinking: “What’s up with God and his timetables? Is God really coming to save us? 

Are the lame ever going to leap like a deer? Maybe we got it wrong! Maybe poor Isaiah just have an extra-long, 

prophetic day at the office, and he was on overload, and he got his prophetic signals crossed the day he wrote 

that? Maybe his wheel was spinning, but the hamster was taking a nap?” 

 For 785 years the prophecy in Isaiah 35 went unfulfilled. And then on just an ordinary day, Peter and John 

went up the Temple to pray and it happened! 

 

BOOK: ————————————————————————————————————————— 

 As we have seen so far, the early followers of Jesus gathered at the Temple every day to hear the Apostles 

teaching, to pray, and to share their newfound faith in Jesus with their Jewish brothers and sisters who came to 

worship God. 

 Let’s rejoin the story in Acts 3:1, Peter and John went to the Temple one afternoon to take part in the three 

o’clock prayer service. As they approached the Temple, a man lame from birth was being carried in. Each day 

he was put beside the Temple gate, the one called the Beautiful Gate, so he could beg from the people going 

into the Temple. When he saw Peter and John about to enter, he asked them for some money. This guy had been 

unable to walk from birth. We’ll see in a minute that he was 40 years old. Let me give you some perspective of 

that. 

 Forty years ago, Sony released the Walkman portable cassette player. 

 Forty years ago, Pink Floyd released “The Wall.” 

 Forty years ago, the game Trivial Pursuit was invented. 

 Forty years ago, ESPN launched on cable television. 

 Forty years ago, Three Mile island had a nuclear reactor accident. 

 Forty years ago, 63 hostages were taken in the American Embassy in Iran. 

 Forty years ago, I received Jesus as my Lord and Savior. 

 For forty years this man never knew the joy of standing up straight. Never once in that time did he know 

what it was to experience walking or running—things you and I take for granted. 

 Every day he would set at the temple gate as people passed by to give their offerings at that temple. Every 

day he would hold out his hand and beg for money. This had probably been going on for decades. Think about 

that—every day, with no hope, this man was carried in and then carried out. For 40 years he was completely 

dependent on his family and friends to get around. But on this particular day everything changed. As he reached 

out his hand to beg, Peter and John did something most people don’t do. They made eye contact with him! 

 Peter and John looked at him intently, and Peter said, “Look at us!” The lame man looked at them eagerly, 

expecting some money. But Peter said, “I don’t have any silver or gold for you. But I’ll give you what I have. In 

the name of Jesus Christ the Nazarene, get up and walk!” 



 Then Peter took the lame man by the right hand and helped him up. And as he did, the man’s feet and ankles 

were instantly healed and strengthened. He jumped up, stood on his feet, and began to walk! Then, walking, 

leaping, and praising God, he went into the Temple with them. This first miracle of the disciples after Jesus 

ascended to heaven was just like the miracles that Jesus performed! 

 Thomas Aquinas once visited Pope Innocent II and the Pope showed Thomas the abundance of funds in the 

church treasury, the works of art, the extravagant decorations, and the ornaments in the chapel. “You see, 

Thomas,” said the Pope, “the church can no longer say, ‘Silver and gold have I none.’” “True,” Thomas 

replied, “but neither can she now say, ‘Rise and walk.’” Too many churches trade the presence and power of 

Christ for “silver and gold.” Then they are no longer effective at reaching those the Least, the Last, and the 

Lost. 

 Think about this, this beggar had never walked. When he was a child, his parents never had the joy of 

watching him take his first steps. But suddenly, in an instant, there is this surge of strength in his legs. He 

jumped to his feet and he walked. Think about this—taking a step for the first time in his life! This is a miracle! 

And he’s so excited about walking; he’s not content to do that! The text goes on to say that he burst into the 

temple, and he was walking, and he was jumping, and he was dancing, and he was leaping! 

 All the people saw him walking and heard him praising God. When they realized he was the lame beggar 

they had seen so often at the Beautiful Gate, they were absolutely astounded! They all rushed out in amazement 

to Solomon’s Colonnade, where the man was holding tightly to Peter and John. This man experienced Isaiah’s 

prophesy come true after nearly 800 years! 

 Peter and John went to the temple that day at the hour of prayer and there would have been a large crowd in 

the Temple complex. The healing of this guy created quite a stir! Everyone knew this was the beggar that had 

sat at the gate for years! And now he was walking, and leaping, and jumping around. They were probably 

they’re rubbing their eyes making sure that this is the same guy! 

 What did Peter do? He seized the moment and used it as an opportunity to tell them about a greater kind of 

miracle that can happen when Jesus changes you Peter saw his opportunity and addressed the crowd. “People 

of Israel,” he said, “what is so surprising about this? And why stare at us as though we had made this man 

walk by our own power or godliness? For it is the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob—the God of all our 

ancestors—who has brought glory to his servant Jesus by doing this. This is the same Jesus whom you handed 

over and rejected before Pilate, despite Pilate’s decision to release him. You rejected this holy, righteous one 

and instead demanded the release of a murderer. You killed the author of life, but God raised him from the 

dead. And we are witnesses of this fact! 

 “Through faith in the name of Jesus, this man was healed—and you know how crippled he was before. Faith 

in Jesus’ name has healed him before your very eyes.  

 “Friends, I realize that what you and your leaders did to Jesus was done in ignorance. But God was 

fulfilling what all the prophets had foretold about the Messiah—that he must suffer these things. Now repent of 

your sins and turn to God, so that your sins may be wiped away. Then times of refreshment will come from the 

presence of the Lord…” Acts 3:1-20 (NLT) 

 Peter’s message is simple, “It’s time to change your ways. It’s time to come clean. It’s time to own your own 

sinfulness and turn to God!” Peter wanted them to know that following Jesus Christ involves change. It’s still 

the same today. Every one of us struggle with some sin and disfunction. Some of us have gotten good at hiding 

it, or excusing it, or even ignoring it. BUT we all struggle with failing to live up to the standards of God. We all 

have areas where we must change our ways and repent of our sins. We all need to turn to God so that our sins 

can be wiped away. AND we all deeply long for times of refreshment from the Lord. The question is simple: 

Why wait? (GOSPEL MOMENT)  

 

LOOK: ————————————————————————————————————————— 

 My friends, if God brings you to a point of real change in your life, don’t say “no” to him. Saying “no” to 

God is what gets us in trouble in the first place! Saying “no” to God is what messes up our finances, messes up 

our marriages, messes up our relationships, and creates all of our problems and hurts. 

 If God has brought you to the place where you’re ready to change, don’t push him aside and say “no”. That 

will only bring more pain and shame. My friends, more of the same never brings change! Let me sum up Peter’s 



words, “Now is the time to receive grace and change your ways. Turn your face to God so he wipe your sins 

away and pours out showers of blessing to refresh you.”  

 Just think about it, Peter and John go to the Temple to pray and because of their willingness to make 

eye contact with the Least, the Last, and the Lost a man is healed and people hear about Jesus! 

 Who do you most resemble in the story? Are you the Beggar? Are you unable to fix your problems and 

you’re reaching out to others for their help? Reach your hand out to Jesus and be truly changed. You can leave 

this room tonight changed! As Peter said, “Now…not someday…now is the time to change your ways. Turn to 

God. Let him do the healing. He can wipe your sins away and pour out showers of blessing to refresh you.” 

(Prayer to follow message) 

 Are you Peter and John? Go out this week intentionally frequenting places where the hopeless and hurting 

are hanging out. Make intense eye contact and reach out to people. Show them their deeper need. 

 Are more like the Beggar’s Friends and family? Some of you have carried others burdens for so long! 

Don’t grow weary in your faithfulness this week. Who knows, it might be their day of salvation! 

 

TOOK: ————————————————————————————————————————— 

 This beggar reached out his hand for money—he needed money to live—but he had a much deeper need. As 

bad as suffering is and as committed as God is to ending it, suffering is not our primary problem, sin is. We 

need a right relationship with God. Only a heart forgiven of sins knows what it’s like to be filled with the love 

of God. That, my friends, brings true refreshment! 

 If I can be honest with you, some of you come to Sonrise because you’re looking for a physical need to be 

me (that’s silver and gold). That is a real need. But look deeper—let God look deeper into your heart. In every 

heart is a sinfulness only Jesus can wipe away. I have to be straight with you about this. 

  Many of you here today have already experienced his forgiveness and have received his new life. In what 

ways has God changed you? Can others see the changes? Boldly give God all of the glory for the changes he 

has brought. 

 Let me draw you back to two ideas from Peter’s words: 

 1) The words “repent of your sins” means to turn away from a former way of life and toward a new way of 

life. It involves a change of mind that results in a change of life. 

 2) The words “wiped away” mean just that! It was a figure of speech used in ancient writing. Today we 

would use the word “erase.” God is the only one who can erase the writing of all our sins. 

 Fred Meyer asks, “What’s on your shopping list today?” Let me ask that differently, “What’s on sin list 

today?” What does God have written down that will bring condemnation and eternal death? He, alone, can 

totally and eternally wipe out, erase, and cleanse you of your sins. There is still power in the cross of Jesus 

Christ! He wiped away my sins and he can do the same for you! 

 “Repent of your sins and turn to God, so that your sins may be wiped away. Then times of refreshment will 

come from the presence of the Lord…” 

 Forgiveness is available for you today, at the foot of the cross. 

 CALL TO THE CROSS OR COMMUNION 

 PRAYER 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Discipleship Questions 
(Community, Women’s, Men’s Groups plus Family and Friends) 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
The First Miracle (Acts 3:1-20)  

 

HEAD: These questions help you examine the truth of God’s Word. 

 

1. Review what you have learned so far in Acts chapters one and two. 

2. What in this text (Acts 3:1-20) impacted you the most? Why? 

 

HEART: These questions help you wrestle with what you believe. 

 

If I can be honest with you, some of you come to Sonrise because you’re looking for a physical need to be met 

(that’s silver and gold). That is a real need. But look deeper—let God look deeper into your heart. In every heart 

is a sinfulness only Jesus can wipe away.  

 

3. What is the current condition of your heart?  

4. In what way has God changed you? How do others see the changes?  

 

HANDS: These questions help you bring the truth into your everyday life. 

 

Just think about it, Peter and John go to the Temple to pray and because of their willingness to make eye 

contact with the Least, the Last, and the Lost a man is healed and people hear about Jesus! 

 

5. Who do you most resemble in the story? Why? 

• Are you the Beggar? Are you unable to fix your problems and you’re reaching out to others for their 

help?  

• Are you Peter and John? Willing to make eye contact with those hurting and speak to the deeper needs? 

• Are you like the Beggar’s Friends and family? Some of you have carried others burdens for so long!  
 

Peter’s message is simple, “It’s time to change your ways. It’s time to come clean. It’s time to own your 

own sinfulness and turn to God!” The words “repent of your sins” means to turn away from a former way of 

life and toward a new way of life. It involves a change of mind that results in a change of life. 

 

6. What sin is God asking you to repent from so you can experience his forgiveness and refreshing? 
 

HABITS: These questions help you develop behaviors that change your life and others. 

 

Time to be bold and step out of your comfort zone. Go out this week intentionally frequenting places where 

the hopeless and hurting are hanging out. Make eye contact and reach out with a conversation about the heart. 

 

 



 

 
 

“POINT OF ENCOUNTER” NEW CHURCH PLANT WOODBURN | 5PM 

Everyone is welcome to the new church plant in Woodburn, OR! The service starts at 

5PM, French Prairie Middle School, 1025 N. Boones Ferry Rd., Woodburn. Point of 

Encounter church is very excited to have a location to come together. Our purpose 

is to connect the city of Woodburn and surrounding communities and bring us 

together.  For more information, contact Pastor Nelson Castro at 

nelsonc@isonrise.com. 
 

YOUTH CORN MAZE | SUN, OCT. 20TH | 4-8PM | SAUVIES ISLAND | 

$20 
Our Youth Group will be visiting The Maize at Sauvies Island on Sunday, October 20th. 

This event will replace youth group that evening. Please register at 

www.isonrise.com/youth.  
 

GRIEF SHARE GROUP | THURS., OCT. 24TH | 6PM-8:30PM | ROOM 9 
Grief Share is a friendly, caring group of people who will walk alongside you through 

one of life's most difficult experiences. You don't have to go through the grieving 

process alone. Grief Share starts Thursday Oct 24th, 2019 through Jan 24th, 2020. 

Thursday evenings, 6PM to 8:30PM. Contact Heather Brown for more information at: 

mercy@isonrise.com. 
 

AMERICAN RED CROSS BLOOD DRIVE | TUES., OCT. 29TH | 9AM-2PM 
The American Red Cross will be holding a blood drive here at Sonrise Church on 

Tuesday, October 29th from 9AM to 2PM in the main lobby. To sign up or for more 

information, please contact 1-800-RED-CROSS or visit www.redcrossblood.org;  

Sponsor Code: HillsboroComm97124. 
 

MS GROWTH GETAWAY | NOV. 1-3 | CAMP TADMOR | $85 
Middle school students are invited to join us at Camp Tadmor for a weekend of fun! 

Food, lodging and transportation are all provided. Please register at 

www.isonrise.com/youth 
 

INDIAN MINISTRY JEEVAN JYOTHI | SUN., NOV. 3RD | 5PM 
Do you live in the Hillsboro area?  Jeevan Jyothi community is a safe place to hear a 

life-changing message! Visit us for our monthly gathering and you will find music & 

worship in Indian languages and hear good news. Childcare is provided. Contact 

Pastor Francis: francisb@isonrise.com / 904-534-4788/ www.jeevan-jyothi.com. Held 

in Fireside Room. 
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Weekly Events 

 

BOXING | MON-FRI | 6-8PM | DINING HALL 

Days of training include: M,W,F - Competition Training; TU & TH - Boxing conditioning. 

Classes are held in the Dining Hall. Please contact Kimo at (808) 497-1497. Cost is $30 

a month. 
 

4 CORE EXERCISE CLASS | TU & TH 7:30AM | TU & TH 10AM |  

TH 6:30PM | FIRESIDE ROOM 
Classes are held in the Fireside Room. Contact: Lanae 503-348-6113. Cost is $35 a 

month. 
 

SONRISE SHOWER MINISTRY | TU & TH | 9:30AM-1PM | NORTH 

ENTRANCE 
Sonrise Shower’s is a safe and welcoming place where those who are less fortunate 

can come have a shower, meal, and sign up for local services and resources. We are 

looking for male volunteers and are always in need of full-size hygiene items and new 

men’s/women’s socks and underwear. If you have any questions, want to volunteer, 

or donate, please contact Tory at toryg@isonrise.com. Thank you! 
 

SILVER SNEAKERS STRENGTH & BALANCE CLASS | TU & TH |   

10-10:45AM | DINING HALL 

Silver Sneakers Strength and Balance class, presented by Meals on Wheels, happens 

on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 10AM to 10:45AM in the dining room. Contact 

Gloria at (971) 808-7885 for more information. 
 

BINGO! | WEDNESDAYS | 10:30AM | DINING HALL 

Come join us for Bingo every Wednesday at 10:30AM. There is no cost to play and 

prizes are awarded. 

 

 

MERCY FUND REMINDER: 

THANK YOU FOR BLESSING THOSE IN NEED 
Through your generous giving, we continue to help those who are hurting to get 

back on their feet. Our Mercy fund helps with rent, utilities, medicines, and more. If 

you are led to give financially to the Mercy Fund, please mark “Mercy” on the giving 

envelope or you can give online. Any questions, please email Heather Brown at 

mercy@isonrise.com. 
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