
The First Church (Acts 2:41-47)  

Witnesses: The Acts of the Apostles • October 13, 2019 
 

HOOK: ————————————————————————————————————————— 

 Let me ask you a question: What is the perfect size church? Is it a small church? A medium-size church? A 

large church? Okay, I know that’s a personal question and everyone has a personal preference on that one 

(Examples). 

 It’s a difficult question to answer because there are different size churches in every part of our world. I’ve 

sat in churches with 30 people worshiping and I’ve sat in churches with 3,000 people worshiping. One isn’t 

necessarily better, just different. I’ve sat in churches with large and modern buildings in America and I’ve sat 

in churches that meet outside under a tree in Africa. 

 Is there a perfect size church? I don’t think so, but a better question to ask is this: Does God want his 

Church to grow? I would say, “Absolutely”, Jesus came to die for the sins of the world, and he told us to 

“make disciples” of all nations.  

 In fact, that’s what we see in the New Testament book of Acts. In Acts 2 we see the church grow from 120 

to 3,000 people in one day. In Acts 4 we see the church at 5,000 men (not counting women and children). In 

Acts 5 it says that “crowds of people believed and were brought to the Lord.” In Acts 6 we see that the 

“believers rapidly multiplied.” In Acts 9 when the Church expanded beyond Jerusalem, we’re told that the 

church “grew in strength and numbers…and many believed in the Lord.” Finally, when Paul finally came back 

to Jerusalem, he is told in Acts 21 that “many thousands of Jews also believed.” That word is where we get our 

word myriad and means “a numberless host.” There were so many believers they couldn’t count them all! 

 There’s nothing necessarily wrong with a small or a big church. Personally, I focus on a church being 

healthy, and healthy things grow. But I think the real question you have to wrestle with today is, Do I want my 

church to grow? Will I choose personal preference over Jesus’ mission to Make Disciples? 

 

BOOK: ————————————————————————————————————————— 

 Every time I come to the book of Acts, I am amazed by how God used an untrained group of men and 

women to impact their world for Jesus Christ. That gives me hope! They were no different than you and me. 

 Every time I read the book of Acts, I’m struck by the simple truth that when the Gospel message of Christ 

penetrates a Culture, people are saved and come into the Church, and in that group of people the presence of 

God show up. 

 We’re continuing our walk through the Book of Acts, and today we’re in Acts 2:41-47 (Background). 

Those who believed what Peter said were baptized and added to the church that day—about 3,000 in all [souls]. 

Acts 2:41 (NLT) 

 Believed: “To come to believe something to be true and to respond accordingly. To receive or embrace 

heartily.” (Have you believed/received?) 

 Souls: “A moral being designed for everlasting life.” (Imago Dei/marred) 

 Lost people matter to God! They are everlasting souls! Do they matter to you? 

 From 120 to 3,000! That’s amazing! What did they do next? All the believers devoted themselves to the 

apostles’ teaching, and to fellowship, and to sharing in meals (including the Lord’s Supper), and to prayer. 

Acts 2:42 (NLT) 

 Devoted themselves: “To continue, endure, remain, persist in. To cling faithfully to someone or insist on 

something.” They were regularly, continually, persisting towards one another through the activities that 

followed. These activities form a practical map for every believer. What did they devote to? 

 1) Apostle’s teaching: “The things taught, doctrine.” This word is didaché in Greek and later the church 

put into written form the teaching of the Apostles and called it The Didache and was a summary of standards for 

belief and behavior of those who follow Jesus. The Early Church did more than just make Converts, they 

made Disciples! The apostles were the eyewitnesses of all that Jesus had done, and from the beginning the early 

church was devoted to hearing about, studying, and learning what the apostles had to teach. 

 2) Fellowship: “Contribution, participation, sharing, having in common.” These weren’t just Baptists with 

a “fellowship hall,” but there was a constant desire to be together. The fellowship (koinonia) means association 



and close relationships. This was more than just getting together, certainly more than just a religious meeting. It 

involved sharing goods, having meals together, and praying together. They were committed to one another (50+ 

One Anothers)! 

 3) Sharing in Meals: “Eating together, with a specific emphasis upon the Lord’s Supper.” The Early 

Church had a regular Agape Feast. This was a regular meal, but at the close of each meal, they focused on 

remembering the Lord by observing what we now call “the Lord’s Supper.” 

 4) Prayer: “To come before the Lord, to seek the Lord.” The Early Church was a praying church! As a 

friend of mine says, “Much prayer, much blessing. Little prayer, little blessing. No prayer, no blessing.” 

Prayer has always been a mark of the believers’ gatherings. 

 Let’s stop for a moment and consider these four areas of devotion. What do they look like in your church? 

What do they look like in your life? Your family? 

 It’s easy to blame your pastor if these four elements are not strong in your church, but nowhere in the text 

do we see the Apostles making this happen. This happened because everyone was filled with the Lord’s love for 

one another. 

 What was the result of such a church? A deep sense of awe came over them all, and the apostles performed 

many miraculous signs and wonders. And all the believers met together in one place and shared everything they 

had. They sold their property and possessions and shared the money with those in need. They worshiped 

together at the Temple each day, met in homes for the Lord’s Supper, and shared their meals with great joy and 

generosity—all the while praising God and enjoying the goodwill of all the people. And each day the Lord 

added to their fellowship those who were being saved. Acts 2:43-47 (NLT) 

 Luke gives us a beautiful snapshot of how the Early Church lived and breathed. Followers of Jesus gathered 

both in the temple (in large groups for apostolic teaching) and in their homes (in small groups for fellowship, 

the sharing of needs, prayer, and the Lord Supper). 

 The first church experienced both spiritual growth and numerical growth. When a church body emphasizes 

strong worship, fervent prayer, biblical teaching, caring compassion, all in an atmosphere of true fellowship, it 

will be healthy, and evangelism will happen. A healthy Christian community will attract people to Christ. The 

Early Church had a powerful testimony in their community because of the way they treated one another. 

 What are you personally doing to make your church a healthy place that will draw others to Christ? 

 

LOOK: ————————————————————————————————————————— 

 Did you notice what made the earliest Christian community so different from the culture surrounding them? 

It is a historical fact that for the first three centuries of the life of the Christian church, Christianity exploded 

throughout the world. The Church grew so much that it displaced the older Greco-Roman religious culture. 

 The Early Church was so attractive in its nature that it was both an offense to the older religious order and 

yet an attraction to true life. What made the early followers of Jesus so unusual was their radical unselfishness 

that had not really been seen before. 

 Lucian of Samosata was a Greek philosopher and opponent of Christianity. He wrote about what he 

despised about the Christian way of life, “Their founder taught them that they should be like brothers to one 

another, and therefore, they despise their own privacy and view their possessions as common property.” That 

ran counter cultural to everything in their world—and in our world, too! 

 Kenneth Scott Latourette, is one of the great historians of Christianity, and wrote an essay on why 

Christianity was so different than the culture around it. He wrote, “More than any of its competitors, 

Christianity attracted all races and classes. Judaism never quite escaped from its racial bonds. Christianity, 

however, gloried in its appeal to Jew and Gentile, Greek and barbarian. The Greek and Roman philosophies 

never really won the allegiances of the masses. They appealed primarily to the educated, the morally and 

socially cultured. 

 “Christianity drew the lowly and the unlettered, yet also developed a philosophy of its own which 

commanded the respect of many of the educated. Christianity too was for both sexes, whereas its main rivals 

were primarily for men. And the church welcomed both rich and poor. No other religion took in so many groups 

and strata of society.” 

 How did Christians turn their culture upside down? Historians tell us that it came down to three 



revolutionary practices. 

 1) First, the idea that you would love others more than you love yourself was revolutionary and counter 

cultural. When the Christian faith began to spread followers of Jesus were met with suspicion because they had 

experienced such a life change. But what was unmistakable was their love for one another. “See how they love 

one another” was the overwhelming statement about them. 

 2) Second, the idea that you should love your enemies instead of killing them, that you should forgive 

without limits, that you should be reconciled with people who wronged you instead of seeking revenge; all of 

these came from Christianity. No other culture and no other religion lived this way. 

 3) Third, while other religions talked about caring for the poor, there was an extraordinary passion that 

came out of followers of Jesus toward the sick and the poor. Christians essentially invented hospitals, 

orphanages, relief for the poor, and universal human rights. The idea that every human being, no matter what 

race or class, no matter how strong or weak, had universal human rights. 

 These ideas did not come out of any other culture or religion. These ideas came from Jesus and his 

followers. These ideas triumphed over evil. 

 

TOOK: ————————————————————————————————————————— 

 Jesus himself had said to the Father in John 17:18, Just as you sent me into the world, I am sending them 

into the world. John 17:18 (NLT) 

 You will not find one other culture, one other philosophy, one other religion where their leader refused to 

hold on to power, refused to hold on to wealth, refused to hold on to glory, but instead gave himself away for 

others. 

 You and I are called to imitate Jesus Christ. So… Do the people who are far from God see you live that 

same lifestyle? Do you love others more than yourself? Do you love your enemies and reconcile with those who 

have wronged you? Do you care for the poor, the sick, the orphan and widow? 

 I believe that the local church should be irresistible. I think that when people get up on Sunday mornings 

they should want to go to church. I mean, why would you sleep in when you can go to a local church. Right? 

But the truth is, that is not the perception of most churches. That’s a shame because when Jesus was on the 

Earth, he was irresistible! People flocked to him, they loved him, some hated him—but you didn’t ignore him. 

The last thing Jesus was, was boring and irrelevant to real life. Yet that’s how the Church is seen today. 

 When you think of it, now that Jesus is gone, we’re the Body of Christ. That’s right, you and you and you 

and me, we’re Jesus Christ to the world. And when we’re getting church right, the local church should be 

irresistible! I believe that the local church is the hope of the world. Do you? 

 APPLICATION: 

 1) The Apostle’s Creed (Read slides 1, 2, 3). 

 2) The Lord’s Supper (Receive communion w/song). 

 3) Prayer (Becka Goings to pray for pastors). 

 4) Fellowship (Dismiss immediately for Family Fellowship). 



 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

DISCIPLESHIP QUESTIONS 

 

Read Acts 2:41-47  

41 Those who believed what Peter said were baptized and added to the church that day—about 3,000 in all. 

42 All the believers devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching, and to fellowship, and to sharing in meals 

(including the Lord’s Supper), and to prayer. 

43 A deep sense of awe came over them all, and the apostles performed many miraculous signs and wonders. 
44 And all the believers met together in one place and shared everything they had. 45 They sold their property and 

possessions and shared the money with those in need. 46 They worshiped together at the Temple each day, met 

in homes for the Lord’s Supper, and shared their meals with great joy and generosity 47 all the while praising 

God and enjoying the goodwill of all the people. And each day the Lord added to their fellowship those who 

were being saved. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

1. The early church was committed to the “one another” commands. What are some “one another” 

commands that are meaningful to you? (Group leaders see attached “one another” list for reference). 

 

 

2. The early church was devoted to:  

• The apostles teaching (the Word of God) 

• Fellowship (close relationships) 

• Sharing in meals and life together (including the Lord’s Supper). 

• Seeking the Lord together in prayer. 

 

Consider these four areas of devotion. What do they look like in your church? What do they look like in your 

life? Your family? 

 

What is one “devoted to” that God is asking you to personally grow and mature? Why?  

 

 

3. The first church experienced both spiritual growth and numerical growth. When a church body 

emphasizes strong worship, fervent prayer, biblical teaching, caring compassion, all in an atmosphere of true 

fellowship, it will be healthy, and evangelism will happen. A healthy Christian community will attract people to 

Christ. 

 

What are you personally doing to make your church a healthy place that will draw others to Christ? 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 



 

One Another Commands 

Of course, Jesus and the apostles give many more instructions to the church; these “one another” passages are a good 

start, though. 

Also: make sure you read these in context! These commands come from Jesus, Peter, John, Paul, and James, and 

they’re scattered across the New Testament. Don’t just stop at this list: dig into these passages to see what the author was 

talking about. 

When you look at these verses, a few more common themes show up. 

Unity. One third of the one-another commands deal with the unity of the church. 

1. Be at peace with one another (Mk 9:50) 

2. Don’t grumble among one another (Jn 6:43) 

3. Be of the same mind with one another (Ro 12:16, 15:5) 

4. Accept one another (Ro 15:7) 

5. Wait for one another before beginning the Eucharist (1 Co 11:33) 

6. Don’t bite, devour, and consume one another (Ga 5:15) 

7. Don’t boastfully challenge or envy one another (Ga 5:26). 

8. Gently, patiently tolerate one another (Ep 4:2) 

9. Be kind, tender-hearted, and forgiving to one another (Ep 4:32) 

10. Bear with and forgive one another (Co 3:13) 

11. Seek good for one another, and don’t repay evil for evil (1 Th 5:15) 

12. Don’t complain against one another (Jas 4:11, 5:9) 

13. Confess sins to one another (Jas 5:16) 

 

Love. One third of them instruct Christians to love one another. 

1. Love one another (Jn 13:34, 15:12, 17; Ro 13:8; 1 Th 3:12, 4:9; 1 Pe 1:22; 1 Jn 3:11, 4:7, 11; 2 Jn 5) 

2. Through love, serve one another (Ga 5:13) 

3. Tolerate one another in love (Ep 4:2) 

4. Greet one another with a kiss of love (1 Pe 5:14) 

5. Be devoted to one another in love (Ro 12:10) 

 

Humility. About 15% stress an attitude of humility and deference among believers. 

1. Give preference to one another in honor (Ro 12:10) 

2. Regard one another as more important than yourselves (Php 2:3) 

3. Serve one another (Ga 5:13) 

4. Wash one another’s feet (Jn 13:14) 

5. Don’t be haughty: be of the same mind (Ro 12:16) 

6. Be subject to one another (Ep 5:21) 

7. Clothe yourselves in humility toward one another (1 Pe 5:5) 

 

Here’s the rest: 

1. Do not judge one another, and don’t put a stumbling block in a brother’s way (Ro 14:13) 

2. Greet one another with a kiss (Ro 16:16; 1 Co 16:20; 2 Co 13:12) 

3. Husbands and wives: don’t deprive one another of physical intimacy (1 Co 7:5) 

4. Bear one another’s burdens (Ga 6:2) 

5. Speak truth to one another (Ep 4:25) 

6. Don’t lie to one another (Co 3:9) 

7. Comfort one another concerning the resurrection (1 Th 4:18) 

8. Encourage and build up one another (1 Th 5:11) 

9. Stimulate one another to love and good deeds (He 10:24) 

10. Pray for one another (Jas 5:16) 

11. Be hospitable to one another (1 Pe 4:9) 
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MERCY FUND REMINDER | THANK YOU FOR BLESSING THOSE IN 

NEED 
Through your generous giving, we continue to help those who are hurting to get back 

on their feet. Our Mercy fund helps with rent, utilities, medicines, and more. If you 

are led to give financially to the Mercy Fund, please mark “Mercy” on the giving 

envelope or you can give online. Any questions, please email Heather Brown at 

mercy@isonrise.com. 
 

LADIES NIGHT OUT: YOU BELONG | FRIDAY, OCT 18TH | 6:30-8:30PM 

| $24  
Join us on Friday, October 18th from 6:30-8:30PM, as we gather for dinner and our 

women's ministry kickoff event! Connect with other women for a catered dinner and 

shared testimonies around the theme, You Belong. Register by Oct 14 and invite your 

friends to come along! Cost is $24 per person. Child care provided. Register at: 

isonrise.com/events. 
 

GRIEF SHARE CONFERENCE | SAT., OCT 19TH | 8:30AM-3PM | BRON 

HALL | $20 
Join us and become equipped to minister to people who are leading a group, stuck 

in grief, Gods purpose in our pain and after care. The Grief Share Conference will be 

on Saturday, Oct 19th from 8:30AM-3PM. The cost is $20, and includes materials, a 

continental breakfast, lunch and snacks. Registration deadline is October 16th. 

Register at isonrise.com/events.  
 

CORN MAZE | OCT. 20TH | 4-8PM | SAUVIES ISLAND | $20 
Our Youth Group will be visiting The Maize at Sauvies Island on Sunday, October 20th. 

This event will replace youth group that evening. Please register at 

www.isonrise.com/youth.  
 

GRIEF SHARE GROUP | THURS., OCT. 24TH | 6PM-8:30PM | ROOM 9 
Grief Share is a friendly, caring group of people who will walk alongside you through 

one of life's most difficult experiences. You don't have to go through the grieving 

process alone. Grief Share starts Thursday Oct 24th, 2019 through Jan 24th, 2020. 

Thursday evenings, 6PM to 8:30PM. Contact Heather Brown for more information at: 

mercy@isonrise.com. 
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AMERICAN RED CROSS BLOOD DRIVE | TUES. OCT. 29TH | 9AM-2PM 
The American Red Cross will be holding a blood drive here at Sonrise Church on 

Tuesday, October 29th from 9AM to 2PM. To sign up or for more information, please 

contact 1-800-RED-CROSS or visit www.redcrossblood.org;  

Sponsor Code: HillsboroComm97124. 
 

MS GROWTH GETAWAY | NOV. 1-3 | CAMP TADMOR | $85 
Middle school students are invited to join us at Camp Tadmor for a weekend of fun! 

Food, lodging and transportation are all provided. Please register at 

www.isonrise.com/youth 
 

YOUTH GROUP | SUNDAYS | 6-7PM | SONRISE CHURCH 
All middle school and high school (6th – 12th grade) students are invited to join us on 

Sunday nights at youth group. If you have any questions, please contact 

youth@isonrise.com.  
 

BOXING | MON-FRI | 6-8PM | DINING HALL 

Days of training include: M,W,F - Competition Training; TU & TH - Boxing 

conditioning. Classes are held in the Dining Hall. Please contact Kimo at (808) 497-

1497. Cost is $30 a month. 
 

SILVER SNEAKERS STRENGTH & BALANCE CLASS | TUES & THUR | 

10-10:45AM | DINING HALL 

Silver Sneakers Strength and Balance class is presented by Meals on Wheels. It 

happens Tuesdays and Thursdays from 10AM to 10:45AM in the dining room. 

Contact Gloria at (971) 808-7885 for more information. 
 

4 CORE EXERCISE CLASS | TU & TH 7:30AM | TU & TH 10AM |  

TH 6:30PM | FIRESIDE ROOM 
Classes are held in the Fireside Room. Contact: Lanae 503-348-6113. Cost is $35 a 

month. 
 

BINGO! | WEDNESDAYS | 10:30AM | DINING HALL 

Come join us to play bingo every Wednesday at 10:30AM. There is no cost to 

play. Prizes are awarded. 
 

NOTICE OF CHANGE IN SUNDAY 6PM FELLOWSHIP TIME 
The Fellowship time for the 6PM Service will now be dessert in the main lobby, after 

the service.  
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