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Acts 2:1-13 

(Witnesses • September 20, 2019) 
HOOK: ————————————————————————————————————————— 

[Growing up in church story] I share that story because many of us have a history with words like 

Pentecost, Pentecostal, speaking in tongues, and the Holy Spirit - or for some of you, the Holy Ghost. For some, 

these words bring good memories and positive thoughts, but for others maybe not so good. Still others of you 

have no history or experience with any of what I just talked about. No matter your history, I’d like all of us to 

set aside our preconceptions about this Bible story, clear our minds and see the story with fresh eyes. Okay? 

Last week, Pastor James taught about Jesus handing off the leadership baton to his disciples and 

entrusted them with being his witnesses locally, regionally, and globally. Chapter 2 begins with these same 

disciples gathered together in a room in Jerusalem. 

BOOK: ————————————————————————————————————————— 

2:1 Pentecost was a Jewish festival, one of 3 foundational celebrations built into the Jewish calendar. 

They had Passover in the Spring, the feast of Tabernacles in the fall, and the feast of Pentecost in between. In 

the history of the nation of Israel, this feast was known by a couple different names: in Exodus 23 it was called 

the feast of the harvest and in Exodus 34 it was called feast of weeks. The name Pentecost came about when 

Greek culture and Greek language came to dominate that part of the world. Pentecost simply meant 50th. The 

feast took on this name because it was celebrated on the 50th day after Passover. It was originally set up to 

celebrate the harvest because it was an agrarian culture, but over time it morphed into a celebration of Moses 

bringing the law to the nation of Israel after they were rescued from slavery in Egypt. 

2:2 A sound like a mighty windstorm. Other translations: a mighty rushing wind; others, the blowing of 

a violent wind. This is quite an image. Anyone who grew up in the Midwest or the South in tornado alley or 

who has experienced a hurricane first-hand like I did in New Orleans one year needs no imagination of what 

this might have sounded like. Kinda like a locomotive just went through your bedroom. 

Notice it doesn’t say it was a mighty windstorm; it sounded like a mighty windstorm. Notice also this was not 

merely some kind of internal psychological experience. They all heard it. They experienced something outside 

themselves; and not just from outside themselves, but from outside the world itself. It came from the heavens. 

2:3 Can we just stop for a moment and consider how fantastical this all was? For those of us who grew 

up going to church, hearing these kinds of stories can become like the teachers in the old Charlie Brown 

cartoons. But take a moment to put yourself in the story. Imagine yourself in the room with 120 of your closest 

friends. You’re hanging out, praying, taking care of some business, and waiting for the Holy Spirit - whatever 

that meant - just like Jesus told you. No idea what would happen or when it would happen. And suddenly they 

hear a sound like a tornado blowing through the house and they look around the room and it appears as if flames 

of fire are falling on each person. If that happened in here right now, I would lose my mind! It sounds especially 

strange to our ears because we don’t have a category for this type of thing since no one here has likely seen or 

heard anything like this in our family histories. But a good Jewish boy or girl at that time would have grown up 

hearing stories from their family history about God showing up and wind and fire were involved. I could 

mention a number of examples, but I let me give you two. 

The book of Exodus described God’s presence with the nation of Israel was like a pillar of fire at night. 

It also described how God rescued Israel from the Egyptian army with a strong wind that blew open a path 

through the Red Sea allowing them to escape on dry land. In 2 Chronicles 7, King Solomon prayed to dedicate 

the newly built Temple, and when he said Amen, fire came out of the heavens and consumed the offerings and 

sacrifices, the glory of the Lord filled the Temple. Those are just two examples, but all throughout OT, there’s a 

unique connection between God’s presence and wind and fire. So, put yourself in this house. As a good Jewish 

man or woman, you know these stories and you know God’s presence came with wind and fire. You know that 

in some sense, heaven and earth are coming alive in this moment. You’re seeing it; you’re hearing it; you’re 

experiencing it. You know it means God has come near in a fresh, new way. 

2:4 Here’s where our church history can cause us to miss the primary thrust of this story. NLT tries to 

hide the controversy by using this word ‘languages’ for the original Greek word, glossia. The direct translation 

is tongues (same word used in v. 3 for ‘tongues of fire’). They spoke in other tongues. In certain types of 
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churches, this story is linked to what the Apostle Paul taught in his letter to the Corinthians regarding speaking 

in tongues. With the time I have today, I cannot dive into what Paul taught and I don’t need to because it has no 

link to this story here in Acts. Those who translated this passage in the NLT got it right. This is about speaking 

other earthly languages. Linking this story to what Paul taught in 1 Corinthians 12 just because they use the 

same word distorts and distracts from what the Holy Spirit does in this passage and in our lives today. These 

people received the Holy Spirit that Jesus promised would come and caused them to speak in other earthly 

languages. The most important part of this story comes at the end of v. 4: “the Holy Spirit gave them this 

ability.” So, we should ask: for what purpose did the Holy Spirit give them this ability? We see in the 

subsequent verses. 

2:5 The people were in Jerusalem celebrating the feast of the harvest, or Pentecost. People came from 

countries all around the region - Jerusalem’s population literally quadrupled - and they spoke in their native 

languages. 

2:6-8 The people were amazed because they heard these disciples, who were obviously not from out 

yonder where they came from. It would be like if I went to India and sat next to a man who only spoke Hindi 

and God in that moment gave me a miraculous ability to speak Hindi so that I was able to tell him all about the 

God who loves him. That’s basically what’s going on here. It isn’t about speaking something unintelligible, it 

isn’t a private prayer language. Here in this story, it was speaking known languages. And then just to be sure 

that’s clear, the author Luke lists specifically where everyone came from. I’m going to put a map up on the 

screen so you can see for yourself. 

2:9-11 Basically people from every region around Jerusalem are all there, hearing their own languages 

spoken, wondering, “How can this be?” And what were the disciples sharing? The mighty works of God. 

Remember, this festival traditionally meant celebrating the wonder and goodness of God providing through the 

harvest. It had come to mean celebrating God choosing the nation of Israel as his people after rescuing them 

from slavery through amazing, miraculous acts like plagues and parting the sea so they could cross on dry land. 

But these disciples were linking the God behind all that to something even more miraculous: God became 

human in the person of Jesus. He lived a perfect life, the life we all know we should live but can’t. He died the 

death every person deserves because of their sin and brokenness, but he didn’t stay dead, no he rose from the 

dead forever breaking the finality of death for all who put their trust in him. That story is now mixed in with the 

Mighty Works of God. 

1:12-13 Two different reactions: amazed and interested; mocking and derision. The accusation that the 

disciples were drunk is important for us to pay attention to.  

Paul in Ephesians 5:18 wrote, “Don’t be drunk with wine but be filled with the Spirit.” Being filled with 

the Spirit is in some ways like being drunk, and also, we should note, unlike being drunk in other ways. It’s like 

being drunk in that another agent is affecting our choices and actions, and I would add specifically in causing 

exuberant fearlessness. Here in Acts 2, these ones experiencing the fullness of the Spirit were speaking without 

inhibition. They were too happy to care what people might think. They were too happy to be afraid of anything. 

When you see such exuberant fearlessness, it can remind you of someone drunk because alcohol does that. It 

takes away your inhibitions. In that sense, being filled with the Spirit is like being drunk, because the presence 

of God is a fiery reality that makes you so joyful, you’re fearless. 

But the Holy Spirit does not do it like alcohol does it. That’s what Paul means when he says, “Don’t be 

drunk with wine; be filled with the Spirit.” Why? Well, those of you with a medical background know alcohol 

is a depressant. In other words, it depresses, or inhibits, your brain functioning. 

The reason you’re happy when you’re drunk is because you are less aware of reality. The things that 

bothered you when you were fully aware of reality don’t bother you because you can’t think straight. The Holy 

Spirit makes you more aware of reality. The Holy Spirit gives you happiness through intelligence, not through 

stupidity! The Spirit says, “The only person whose opinion and power matters loves you to the stars, will do 

anything for you, has given up everything for you, and will never let you go.” As a result, the things that would 

otherwise bother you become small. That’s what it means to be filled with the Spirit. That’s what they 

experienced on that Day of Pentecost. That’s what we can experience today. 
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LOOK: ————————————————————————————————————————— 

So, having walked through that story, I want to highlight two things for us today. 

First, being filled with the Spirit means having power come into you from outside of you. It’s not just 

some kind of emotional or psychological experience arising from within. I emphasize this because it stands in 

contrast with what our culture tells us. Our culture tells us our problems come from outside of us: social 

prejudice or dysfunctional family relationships or political and economic corruption. The problems are out there 

but don’t worry, you have everything you need inside you to solve your problems. That’s what our culture tells 

us. The Bible says the opposite. The Bible says our problems primarily come from inside us because our 

fundamental nature is to be self-centered, to act as if we are the center of the universe. We’re so self-centered 

we are blind to how self-centered we are. The world can be such a miserable place because we have a whole 

bunch of little centers-of-the-universe running around constantly clashing with each other.  

As many of you know, I’m in graduate school training to be a mental health counselor. Those who are in 

the counseling profession have noticed a shift in the perspective of people seeking help. Fewer and fewer come 

in saying, ‘I need help changing.’ Instead, people come looking for how to get someone or something else to 

change. After a couple generations of Americans spoon-fed self-esteem messages, we have an entire culture of 

people saying, “My problem isn’t me, it’s you.” Do you realize how hopeless that is? If all of your troubles are 

a result of circumstances and other people you have no control over, what a frustrating life. But if your main 

problems are inside you, then there’s hope. Because, as this story illustrates, the Holy Spirit of God comes with 

power to transform you from the inside out through the good news of Jesus. 

Second, a Spirit-infused church will display both gospel unity and cultural diversity. This story tells us 

that the first time the gospel was preached in the world, it was preached in every language at once. Do you 

know the significance of that? By a deliberate miracle, God brought his message of hope in every known 

language. And since language is the bearer of culture, we can know that no culture has precedence over any 

other in the Christian faith.  

Because of Pentecost, Christianity is the most culturally diverse religion on the face of the earth. 

Because of Pentecost, Christianity has no language or culture that is the “right” culture. Instead, Christianity 

renews every culture while at the same time, honors every culture. Whether you’re Chinese, African, European, 

Mexican, Indian, or American or any other cultural background, when you become a Christian the gospel takes 

you a little bit out of your culture, because every culture is critiqued by the gospel. No matter your culture, you 

have a new identity and a new perspective in Jesus that helps you see the excesses, imbalances, and God-

substitutes woven into your culture. 

But if you’re African and you become a Christian, you don’t become European. You are an African 

Christian, just like others are Chinese Christians and Latino Christians and American Christians. Acts 2 affirms 

that no one of us can take our cultural approach to Christianity and call it “real Christianity.”  

That’s true of every aspect of our culture: our way of relating, our music, our dress, our level of emotional 

expressiveness, our different ways of making decisions, our different beliefs about how free an individual 

should be within a group, different understandings of social power, different understandings of time and 

punctuality and what it means of use time “wisely”,  and so on. 

TOOK: ————————————————————————————————————————— 

My friends, we need cultural humility when it comes to being the church. If each one of us spoke in our 

native tongue right now, we would have a Pentecost moment! We have many different cultures and languages 

represented here. That’s something worth celebrating, and also worth recognizing that maintaining both unity 

and diversity isn’t easy! It can be awkward and uncomfortable at times as our differences and preferences 

collide. I’d like to invite someone to share her experience. [Ifeoma Muoto Interview] 

Let’s continue to meet, greet, invite and celebrate people from different cultures here at Sonrise. In the 

world today, the churches that lift up the power of the Spirit are the most interracial and multicultural human 

institutions in the world. Let’s avoid the trap of seeing church primarily as a means for getting our personal and 

relational needs met. This is a place for barriers to come down between cultures and for us to show the world 

how the human race can be healed under the lordship of Jesus Christ through the power of the Holy Spirit. 

Don’t you want to be part of that? I sure do. 
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_____________________________DISCIPLESHIP QUESTIONS_________________________________ 

 

HEAD: These questions help you examine the truth of God’s Word. 

1. Read John 14:16-17, 26 and John 16:7-8, 13-15. What does the Holy Spirit do when he fills us? 

 

2. Read Galatians 5:16-26. What gets in the way of the Holy Spirit’s influence in our lives? What 

characteristics do we exhibit when we are led by the Spirit? 

 

HEART: These questions help you wrestle with what you believe. 

3. When you think of being a witness for Jesus, what feelings stir within you? What difference does it make 

when you understand it’s the Holy Spirit that equips and empowers you to do what Jesus calls you to do? 

 

4. When the disciples were filled with the Holy Spirit, they acted with exuberant fearlessness. Tell a story from 

your life where you experienced exuberant fearlessness in your walk with Jesus. 

 

HANDS: These questions help you bring the truth into your everyday life.  

5. What might it look like for you to live and act with exuberant fearlessness in your everyday life?  

 

6. Often, we as American Christians read and think through Scripture and questions (like #5) through an 

individualistic lens. What might it look like for your family, small group, and/or close friends to live and act 

with exuberant fearlessness together? 

 

HABITS: These questions help you develop beliefs and behaviors that change your life. 

7. Regularly practice “Spiritual Breathing.” Spiritual breathing (exhaling the impure and inhaling the pure) is 

an exercise in faith that enables you to continue to experience God's love and forgiveness. “Exhale” by 

confessing your sin (1 John 1:9). Agree with God concerning your sin and thank him for forgiving you for 

it. “Inhale” by surrendering control of your life to Jesus and receiving the fullness of the Holy Spirit by 

faith. Put your trust in his direction and power. Learn more here: https://www.cru.org/us/en/train-and-

grow/spiritual-growth/the-spirit-filled-life.html. 

 

https://www.cru.org/us/en/train-and-grow/spiritual-growth/the-spirit-filled-life.html
https://www.cru.org/us/en/train-and-grow/spiritual-growth/the-spirit-filled-life.html
https://www.cru.org/us/en/train-and-grow/spiritual-growth/the-spirit-filled-life.html
https://www.cru.org/us/en/train-and-grow/spiritual-growth/the-spirit-filled-life.html


NOTICE OF CHANGE IN SUNDAY 6PM FELLOWSHIP TIME 
Starting September 29th, the 6PM Fellowship time is going to be held after the service. 

Dessert will be served. 
 

MERCY FUND REMINDER | THANK YOU FOR BLESSING THOSE IN 

NEED 
Through your generous giving, we continue to help those who are hurting to get back 

on their feet. Our Mercy fund helps with rent, utilities, medicines, and more. If you 

are led to give financially to the Mercy Fund, please mark “Mercy” on the giving 

envelope or you can give online. Any questions, please email Heather Brown at 

mercy@isonrise.com. 
 

SONRISE KIDS TRAINING | SUNDAY, SEPT 29TH | 1PM-2:30PM | 

FIRESIDE ROOM 

Sonrise Kids - Gospel Project Training Days: Learn how to best use our new 

curriculum as you present Jesus to our “little disciples” at Sonrise.  You will receive 

instruction and see a sample lesson from beginning to end. Teachers should attend 

one of these – parents and new volunteers welcome – we look forward to the Big 

Story unfolding! Contact Jennifer King for more info at: jenniferk@isonrise.com.  
 

HILLSBORO DOER’S DAY | SATURDAY, OCTOBER 5TH | 9AM-12PM 
Mark your calendars for HillsDOer Day! The 5th annual city-wide day of service will 

be Saturday, October 5. For more information regarding the project, please contact 

Pastor Israel at israelm@isonrise.com  
 

GROW CLASS | SUNDAY, OCT 6TH | 12:47-2:47PM | FIRESIDE ROOM 
This Grow class is the basic introduction to maturity in our church family and is the 

second of our four discipleship pathway classes. The class will start at 12:47PM to 

2:47PM in the Fireside Room. Childcare is provided. Register at: isonrise.com/events. 
 

LADIES NIGHT OUT: YOU BELONG | FRIDAY, OCT 18TH | 6:30-8:30PM 

| $24  
Join us on Friday, October 18th from 6:30-8:30PM, as we gather for dinner and our 

women's ministry kickoff event! Connect with other women for a catered dinner and 

shared testimonies around the theme, You Belong. Register by Oct 14 and invite your 

friends to come along! Cost is $24 per person. Child care provided. Register at: 

isonrise.com/events.  
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BOXING | MON-FRI | 6-8PM | DINING HALL 

Days of training include: M,W,F - Competition Training; TU & TH - Boxing 

Conditioning. Classes are held in the Dining Hall. Please contact Kimo at (808) 497-

1497. Cost is $30 a month. 
 

4 CORE EXERCISE CLASS | TU & TH 7:30AM | TU & TH 10AM |  

TH 6:30PM | FIRESIDE ROOM 
Classes are held in the Fireside Room. Contact: Lanae 503-348-6113. Cost is $35 a 

month. 
 

SILVER SNEAKERS STRENGTH & BALANCE CLASS | TUES & THUR | 

10-10:45AM | DINING HALL 

Silver Sneakers Strength and Balance class is presented by Meals on Wheels. It 

happens Tuesdays and Thursdays from 10AM to 10:45AM in the dining room. 

Contact Gloria at (971) 808-7885 for more information. 
 

BINGO! | WEDNESDAYS | 10:30AM | DINING HALL 

Come join us to play bingo every Wednesday at 10:30AM. There is no cost to 

play. Prizes are awarded.  
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