
The Chairs of Foolishness 

(Chairs • August 5, 2019) 
HOOK: ————————————————————————————————————————— 

 Last weekend we looked at these three chairs and how each of these chairs represents a different type of 

person and faith—three different levels of commitment toward God. 

 If you remember, a First Chair person is someone who has made a “Commitment” to God. They see God 

through the heart of their Relationship with Him. When they think of God it’s all about “delight.” 

 A Second Chair person is someone who is born into a life of faith and lives off the faith of their parents or 

their church. They end up living a life of “Compromise” with their faith and see God through the head of their 

Responsibility towards God. When they think of God it’s all about “duty.” 

 A Third Chair person is someone who does not know God personally but is externally pressured to look 

and act like a follower of Jesus Christ. Spiritual “Conflict” marks the life of this person. They see God through 

the eyes of Religion and they they think of God as a “drudgery”—a chore they have to do, while they wait to 

grow up and leave their parent’s house. 

 These are the “Three Chairs of Faith.” Last week I asked this question: “Which chair do you sit in?”  

 

BOOK: ————————————————————————————————————————— 

 Today I want to add one more chair and talk about a different set of chairs: “The Chairs of Foolishness”—

and I’ll once again be asking the question: “Which chair do you sit it.” These chairs are described wonderfully 

in the book of Proverbs.  

 Let’s begin with this first chair, the Chair of the Naive. If you sit in this chair my words are going to sound 

to you like an over reactive parent. If you’re sitting in this chair you will not admit it. You may not even know it. 

That’s the problem with the naive person–they don’t know they’re naive! If you knew you were naive, then you 

wouldn’t be anymore! 

 I know this is going to sound like an insult, so please forgive me, but if you’re in Middle School, or High 

School, or even maybe even College–you probably sit in this chair. You’re Naive. That’s not an insult–it’s just 

the truth. We all come into the world as naive. What the Naive person lacks is experience. You can’t have a lot 

of experience about life when you’re still 16 years old. Again, that’s not an insult; it’s just the truth! The Naive 

person naturally thinks that they can figure life out on their own. 

 Let me demonstrate: if you’re a 15-year-old girl and your parents tell you something, here is your reaction: 

“What are you talking about? You’re over reacting. It’s not that big of a deal!” 

 When someone wise speaks into your life you think they are blowing it all out of proportion! “What? It was 

just a date, I’m not going to get pregnant! Don’t you have any faith in me?” 

 The best passage from Proverbs that talks about the naive is found in Proverbs 7:6-23: “While I was at the 

window of my house, looking through the curtain, I saw some naive young men, and one in particular who 

lacked common sense. He was crossing the street near the house of an immoral woman, strolling down the path 

by her house. It was at twilight, in the evening, as deep darkness fell. The woman approached him, seductively 

dressed and sly of heart. She was the brash, rebellious type, never content to stay at home. She is often in the 

streets and markets, soliciting at every corner. She threw her arms around him and kissed him, and with a 

brazen look she said, ‘I’ve just made my peace offerings and fulfilled my vows. You’re the one I was looking 

for! I came out to find you, and here you are! My bed is spread with beautiful blankets, with colored sheets of 

Egyptian linen. I’ve perfumed my bed with myrrh, aloes, and cinnamon. Come, let’s drink our fill of love until 

morning. Let’s enjoy each other’s caresses, for my husband is not home. He’s away on a long trip. He has taken 

a wallet full of money with him and won’t return until later this month.’ 

 “So she seduced him with her pretty speech and enticed him with her flattery. He followed her at once, like 

an ox going to the slaughter. He was like a stag caught in a trap, awaiting the arrow that would pierce its heart. 

He was like a bird flying into a snare, little knowing it would cost him his life.” Proverbs 7:6-23 (NLT) 

Solomon says this young man was naive. He lacked common sense…and his lack of judgment was going to 

destroy him. When you lack experience, you lack judgment. Again, that is not an insult, it’s just the truth. 

 Another way to classify this chair is this way, the Naive is Clueless. 

 (ILLUS: High School students smoking) You’ve never coughed up a lung. You’ve never heard the Doctor 



tell you have cancer and you’re going to die. 

 (ILLUS: College students with credit cards) You’ve never had $40K in credit card debt with a 23% 

interest rate. You’ve never had to hide from your creditors. You’ve never had to file for bankruptcy and lose 

years of your life. 

 There is help for you if you sit in this chair! The Bible says that this person needs to Trust God. Proverbs 

3:5-7 is for you: “Trust in the LORD with all your heart; do not depend on your own understanding. Seek his 

will in all you do, and he will show you which path to take. Don’t be impressed with your own wisdom. Instead, 

fear the LORD and turn away from evil.” Proverbs 3:5-7 (NLT) When your friends think you’re crazy, and you 

have to stand alone, put your trust in God. 

 Now, if you choose to sit in this chair and refuse to listen to wisdom, then you move to this chair, the Chair 

of the Fool. The fool says, “I know the difference between right and wrong, but I don’t care. I know what I’m 

supposed to do, but I have other things to do.” The fool knows the right to do, but chooses to live life as if the 

full weight of their foolishness will never fall on them. “Don’t you know that if you continue to treat your wife 

like that, or your husband like that, they will eventually leave you?” “Don’t you realize that if you don’t change 

your schedule, you’re going to lose your children?” “Don’t you know that your job is not the only thing that 

matters?” “Don’t you know that if you continue to handle your money this way, you’re going to lose it all?” 

Aren’t you concerned? “You’re overreacting! It’s not that bad. I’ll deal with it later. I’ll be okay. Just stay out 

of my business.” 

 Let me share with you a few verses about the fool: “ 

 “Doing wrong is fun for a fool, but living wisely brings pleasure to the sensible.” Proverbs 10:23 (NLT) 

“The tongue of the wise makes knowledge appealing, but the mouth of a fool belches out foolishness.” Proverbs 

15:2 (NLT) “The lips of the wise give good advice; the heart of a fool has none to give.” Proverbs 15:7 (NLT) 

“It is senseless to pay tuition to educate a fool, since he has no heart for learning.” Proverbs 17:16 (NLT) And 

probably the most graphic, “As a dog returns to its vomit, so a fool repeats his foolishness.” Proverbs 26:11 

(NLT) For the fool, sitting in this chair is like a sport! They don’t care, they think they can handle the 

consequences. 

 But as the years go by, they continue to work their foolishness to the point that it isolates them from the 

ability to see the truth. If you try to warn a fool, he will just laugh at you. If you try to correct a fool, she will 

just ignore you. After all, they think they already know everything! 

 Another way to classify this chair is this way, the Fool is Careless. 

 Proverbs says over and over again that the only one hope for the fool is to face the Full Consequences of 

their decisions. The only problem with this is that by the time the fool wakes up, he or she has probably already 

lost everything that mattered to them. 

 Look at this tragic verse: “Walk with the wise and become wise; associate with fools and get in trouble.” 

Proverbs 13:20 (NLT) The only way the fool learns is the hard way. But it’s not just the fool, but it’s the family, 

the friends, the employees, and the neighbors that get in trouble. If you are a fool, it’s not just you who will 

suffer the consequences of your foolishness—it’s everybody around you. 

 The Chair of the Mocker isn’t that far removed from the fool, but has taken his foolishness a level deeper. 

In this chair sits the Mocker. The Mocker knows the difference between right and wrong, but the Mocker has 

chosen to become critical of anyone who has chosen to do the right thing. When you try to correct the Fool, the 

Fool will ignore you. But if you try to correct the Mocker, the Mocker they will hate you…they will criticize 

you…they will make fun of your convictions…your standards…your beliefs…your God. They will verbally 

assault you and criticize you. 

 A good way to classify this chair is this way, the Mocker is Critical. 

 Now if you’re a friend of the Mocker, watch out. The Mocker has decided that they are the judge and jury of 

everyone they see. They love to stand on the sidelines and offer their brilliant critique of how foolish everyone 

is who doesn’t go along with their way. 

 Here are a few Proverbs on the Mocker: “Anyone who rebukes a mocker will get an insult in return. Anyone 

who corrects the wicked will get hurt.” Proverbs 9:7 (NLT) “A wise child accepts a parent’s discipline; a 

mocker refuses to listen to correction.” Proverbs 13:1 (NLT) You see? There is little hope for a Mocker. 

 One of the many dangers of hanging out with the Mocker is that you never know when they might turn on 



you. You have to toe the line, or you’ll become the next person they Mock. If you work for someone like this, 

you live in misery! If you’re married to someone like this, you’re in double misery! They seek to control their 

world through their criticism. What do you do? 

 “Throw out the mocker, and fighting goes, too. Quarrels and insults will disappear.” Proverbs 22:10 (NLT) 

Proverbs says that there is No Cure for the Mocker. Don’t try to stand toe to toe with a Mocker–you’ll lose 

every time…and become the object of their scorn. 

 Here’s something to consider, when you sit in one of these three chairs the natural shift is to move down the 

line. 

 

LOOK: ————————————————————————————————————————— 

 If you find that you sit in one of these chairs, here’s a wakeup call for you: “Wisdom shouts in the streets. 

She cries out in the public square. She calls to the crowds along the main street, to those gathered in front of the 

city gate: ‘How long, you simpletons, will you insist on being simpleminded? How long will you mockers relish 

your mocking? How long will you fools hate knowledge? Come and listen to my counsel. I’ll share my heart 

with you and make you wise.’ 

 “I called you so often, but you wouldn’t come. I reached out to you, but you paid no attention. You ignored 

my advice and rejected the correction I offered. So I will laugh when you are in trouble! I will mock you when 

disaster overtakes you—when calamity overtakes you like a storm, when disaster engulfs you like a cyclone, and 

anguish and distress overwhelm you. 

 “When they cry for help, I will not answer. Though they anxiously search for me, they will not find me. For 

they hated knowledge and chose not to fear the LORD. They rejected my advice and paid no attention when I 

corrected them. Therefore, they must eat the bitter fruit of living their own way, choking on their own schemes. 

For simpletons turn away from me—to death. Fools are destroyed by their own complacency. But all who listen 

to me will live in peace, untroubled by fear of harm.” Proverbs 1:20-33 (NLT) Here is what Proverbs is saying, 

when you sit in these seats too long, when you need wisdom the most you will not be able to find it. By the 

way, this isn’t God speaking, but wisdom. God won’t reject you, but he won’t keep you from the consequences 

of your actions either. 

 So, Solomon tells us that there are three types of foolish people…the Naive, the Fool, and the Mocker. He 

described their thinking, their actions, and even their destiny. Do you sit in any of these chairs? 

 If so, you probably didn’t like my message. If you sit in the chair of the Naive, you probably thought I was 

taking this too seriously. If you sit in the chair of the Fool, you probably thought it was a waste of time. If you 

sit in the chair of the Mocker, you have probably already written an angry e-mail about how stupid I am. Your 

response to this message is an indicator of the chair you sit in. 

 

TOOK: ————————————————————————————————————————— 

 Why don’t you make a decision today to move to this chair, The Chair of Wisdom–it’s offered to everyone 

who hears this message: “My child, listen to what I say, and treasure my commands. Tune your ears to wisdom, 

and concentrate on understanding. Cry out for insight, and ask for understanding. Search for them as you 

would for silver; seek them like hidden treasures. Then you will understand what it means to fear the LORD, 

and you will gain knowledge of God. For the LORD grants wisdom! From his mouth come knowledge and 

understanding. He grants a treasure of common sense to the honest. He is a shield to those who walk with 

integrity. He guards the paths of the just and protects those who are faithful to him. 

 “Then you will understand what is right, just, and fair, and you will find the right way to go. For wisdom 

will enter your heart, and knowledge will fill you with joy. Wise choices will watch over you. Understanding 

will keep you safe.” Proverbs 2:1-11 (NLT) 

 The wisest thing you or I could ever do is to turn to the God of all wisdom and let him guide your life and 

give you understanding. Do you hear Wisdom calling? She is calling for you to follow. Turn away from your 

own wisdom and choose today to put God first in your life. Wisdom is calling…will you answer? 

  



 

——————————————— DISCIPLESHIP QUESTIONS ——————————————— 

 

HEAD: These questions help you examine the truth of God’s Word. 

1. Review last’s week and the Three Chairs of Faith. Did God bring any additional insight from your 

personal or small group time? 

2. Describe the Three Chairs of Foolishness and how they each relate differently to those around them. How 

does each chair relate to God? 

 

HEART: These questions help you wrestle with what you believe. 

3. Describe a time when you sat in one (or more) of these chairs? 

4. How does the Chair of Wisdom differ from the Chairs of Foolishness? What is the source of the 

difference? 

 

HANDS: These questions help you bring the truth into your everyday life.  

5. When you think about the various people God has brought into your life, how could you apply some of 

God wisdom to the foolishness around you? Is there anyone who could benefit from a bit of God’s 

wisdom? How can you share this with them so they might receive it? 

 

HABITS: These questions help you develop beliefs and behaviors that change your life. 

6. Have you spent time reading through the Book of Proverbs? If not, make a commitment to read through 

the entire book this month. It will only take a chapter a day…and it just might keep the foolishness away! 

 

 



 

4th ANNUAL BACKPACKS FOR WITCH HAZEL ELEMENTARY | 

STARTS AUG. 4TH IN THE LOBBY 9:00AM & 11:00AM 
One pack makes a difference! Great opportunity to serve our schools and help 

families in need by providing 85 full backpacks. Pick up the information in the lobby 

on August 4th. Any questions, please email Heather Brown at mercy@isonrise.com. 
 

M.S. WUNDERLAND TRIP | AUGUST 7 AT 6-8:30PM | COST: $15  

Join us Wednesday, August 7th from 6pm-8:30pm for our Wunderland Trip 

(incoming 6th-8th graders). Drop-off and pick-up will be at the church. The cost 

is $15. Register for the event at www.isonrise.com/youth. 
 

MEN’S BREAKFAST | AUGUST 10 | 8 AM 
Join us monthly on the 2nd Saturday for a time of great food, and conversation. We 

are going through “The Measure of a Man” Series. 
 

GOOD NEWS TODAY | AUGUST 11 AT 5PM | HILLSBORO STADIUM 
Good News Today is a free event at Hillsboro Stadium on August 11th, 2019 at 5pm 

featuring music by Crowder, Phil Wickham, Andy Mineo, Sarah Reeves & an 

encouraging message by Jose Zayas with an opportunity for people to respond in 

faith to Jesus Christ. 4450 NE Century Blvd, Hillsboro, OR 97124 
 

H.S. PDX EXPERIENCE | AUGUST 17 | 6:30AM-3PM | COST: $15 

Join us Saturday, August 17th from 6:30am-3pm for our PDX Experience (incoming 

9th-12th graders)! We will spend the day serving our homeless friends in downtown 

Portland. We will make a breakfast stop at Voodoo Doughnuts and get dessert in 

the afternoon at Salt & Straw. Drop-off and pick-up will be at the church. The 

cost is $15. Register for the event at www.isonrise.com/youth. 
 

MEN’S ROUNDUP | SEPTEMBER 6-8 | SIGN UP NOW | $129 

We are excited to tell you about a 3-day Men’s camping retreat (only $129). Come 

hang out with the men of Sonrise and build relationships, have fun, eat big and 

draw near to God. Check out the amazing camp details and sign up at 

https://www.mensroundup.com/.  If you need help, please contact Doug Weaver at 

(503) 314-4309. 
 

SUNDAY NIGHT SUMMER MEAL | 5PM 
This is a special time to eat together, build relationships, and have fun. We have a 

meal at 5:00pm followed by our service at 6:00pm. Every Sunday through summer. 
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MERCY FUND REMINDER | THANK YOU FOR BLESSING THOSE IN 

NEED 
Through your generous giving, we continue to help those who are hurting to get 

back on their feet. Our Mercy fund helps with rent, utilities, medicines, and more. If 

you are led to give financially to the Mercy Fund, please mark “Mercy” on the giving 

envelope or you can give online. Any questions, please email Heather Brown at 

mercy@isonrise.com. 
 

SONRISE HISPANIC MINISTRY | 1:00PM | BRON HALL 
Do you live in the Hillsboro area and are looking for a Spanish speaking church? 

Join us every Sunday at 1PM in Bron Hall. You will find a safe place to hear a life-

changing message and worship in Spanish. If you have any questions or are 

interested, please contact Pastor Israel at israelm@isonrise.com/971-275-0868. 
 

LIGHT MY WAY MINISTRY| 4:00PM | BRON HALL 
The Light My Way service at Sonrise Church is a safe and inviting place for only 

those over 18 years of age. We start at 3pm for a community meal in the dining hall 

and followed with a worship service at 4 pm. Contact Pastor Clifford: 

cliffordj@isonrise.com. 
 

INDIAN MINISTRY JEEVAN JYOTHI | AUGUST 4 | 5PM 
Do you live in the Hillsboro area?  Jeevan Jyothi community is a safe place to hear a 

life-changing message! Visit us for our monthly gathering and you will find music & 

worship in Indian languages and hear good news. Childcare is provided. Contact 

Pastor Francis: francisb@isonrise.com / 904-534-4788/ www.jeevan-jyothi.com.  
 

SONRISE SHOWER MINISTRY | TU & TH | 9:30AM-1:30PM | NORTH 

ENTRANCE 
Sonrise Shower’s is a safe and welcoming place where those who are less fortunate 

can come have a shower, meal, and sign up for local services and resources. We are 

looking for male volunteers and are always in need of hygiene items and new 

men’s/women’s socks and underwear. If you have any questions, want to volunteer, 

or donate, please contact Tory at toryg@isonrise.com. 
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