
Zechariah: A Song of Faith – Luke 1:57-79 
(The Songs of Christmas • December 1/2, 2018) 

 
HOOK: —————————————————————————————————————— 
 As a child I remember the long, slow, painful wait for Christmas morning! The tree was put up, the 
decorations were hung around the house, and (most importantly) the presents we all wrapped and placed under 
the tree. Oh, how I hated waiting for Christmas morning! I still remember the times I would sit by the tree and 
look longingly at the presents. I would pick up any presents with my name in them and weigh them in my 
hands, run my fingers over the Christmas wrapping paper, and try to guess what each gift might be. 
 I had already spent hours looking through the Sears, JC Penny’s, and Montgomery Ward’s Christmas 
catalogs, writing down on a piece of paper my wish list. 
 Why is waiting so hard for us? Perhaps you are waiting for a person in your life to change, it might be that 
you’re waiting for a situation in your life to change, it could be that you’re waiting on God for an answer to 
prayer, maybe you’re even waiting for this message to be over!  
 – Some of you are waiting for a family member to make the first move towards repairing a damaged 
relationship. 
 – Some of you are waiting for your spouse to come to their senses. 
 – Some of you are waiting for your parent to acknowledge how they hurt you. 
 – Some of you are waiting to face some serious consequences for your behavior and choices. 
 – Some of you are waiting for a wayward child to return home. 
 – Some of you are waiting for someone to notice and value you. 
 – Some of you are waiting for God to reveal His will for your life. 
 Have you ever considered that God could still be at work…even in the waiting…even in the silence? 
 This weekend we begin our walk towards Christmas. And as familiar as we are with the traditional songs of 
Christmas, there are four songs recorded in the Gospel of Luke that celebrate the birth of Jesus—and I’m 
guessing that most of us are not too familiar with. Now these aren’t necessarily “songs” as we think of them 
today. They don’t have verses and choruses, but they are poetic songs that heralded the birth of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. 
 
BOOK: —————————————————————————————————————— 
 The Old Testament ends with this mysterious phrase in Malachi 4:5-6, written four centuries before the birth 
of Christ: “Look, I am sending you the prophet Elijah before the great and dreadful day of the LORD arrives. 
His preaching will turn the hearts of fathers to their children, and the hearts of children to their fathers…” 
Malachi 4:5-6 (NLT) Just like that, the Old Testament comes to a close. It’s confusing and rather cryptic. It’s 
kind of a confusing way to end a book—unless you’re planning to write a sequel. 
 Elijah was probably the most famous of the Old Testament prophets. He was relentless in calling God’s 
people to turn away from their sin and turn back to the one true God. He was a man who stood up to evil rulers, 
and never tried to sugarcoat his words or sweet talk his way out of a difficult situation. 
 Elijah had passed away hundreds of years before this passage of Malachi was written, but by the time you 
get to Jesus (which was 400 years later) many in Jesus’ day believed that this Scripture implied Elijah would 
come back from the dead. And so, God’s people were left waiting and wondering…and then one day it 
happened: God showed up in the form of an angel. 
 It’s hard to wait! Patience is not our strong suit these days. After all, when we can microwave our food, push 
a button and download our music, and instantly access our books on our phone or tablet, it’s tough to develop 
the patience to wait. We are not a patient culture! 
 After the prophet Malachi penned these words, there were no prophets and no written revelations from God 
for 400 years. That’s how much time passed between the end of the Old Testament and the beginning of the 
New Testament. Four hundred years. That’s longer than the USA has been a country. 
 Most of us are uncomfortable with silence. Have you ever been in a small group praying, and there were 30 
seconds of silence? It feels like an eternity! Have you ever prayed and prayed about a struggle in your life, and 
as best you could tell, God was silent? I think most of us have experienced that, and at the time it seemed like 
we would never hear from God. But for God to be silent for 400 years? Generations went by without a fresh 
word from God. 



 It’s helpful to try and see things from God’s perspective. God was silent from a human perspective, but that 
doesn’t mean he had stopped working on his plan to save his people. The Apostle Paul said it this way, But 
when the right time came, God sent his Son, born of a woman, subject to the law. Galatians 4:4 (NLT) God was 
working behind the scenes waiting for the right time. 
 A little history lesson helps us here. It’s amazing when you read about how the Greek and Roman empires 
played such an important role in the gospel story. Because of the Greeks and Romans, roads were built 
throughout the empire that connected cities. Because of the Greek and Roman conquests, soldiers maintained 
peace throughout the empire. Because Greek was the official language known across the Empire, the gospel 
could be clearly communicated and written down for everyone to read. Think about it: God had chosen this 
unique moment in history to bring us his salvation! 
 In the silence, God was preparing for Christmas. It’s amazing what a change of perspective can bring! To 
the Jewish nation, it looked like God had abandoned them. But we can see that he was very much at work, 
preparing the world and setting the stage for his greatest work—the coming of his Son. 
 Finally, after 400 years of silence, when everything was ready, God spoke again through an angel to a man 
named Zechariah. Let’s read the story: 
 When Herod was king of Judea, there was a Jewish priest named Zechariah. He was a member of the 
priestly order of Abijah, and his wife, Elizabeth, was also from the priestly line of Aaron. Zechariah and 
Elizabeth were righteous in God’s eyes, careful to obey all of the Lord’s commandments and regulations. They 
had no children because Elizabeth was unable to conceive, and they were both very old.  
 One day Zechariah was serving God in the Temple, for his order was on duty that week. As was the custom 
of the priests, he was chosen by lot to enter the sanctuary of the Lord and burn incense. While the incense was 
being burned, a great crowd stood outside, praying. PHOTOS: Temple 1, Temple 2, Priest 
 While Zechariah was in the sanctuary, an angel of the Lord appeared to him, standing to the right of the 
incense altar. Zechariah was shaken and overwhelmed with fear when he saw him. But the angel said, “Don’t 
be afraid, Zechariah! God has heard your prayer. Your wife, Elizabeth, will give you a son, and you are to 
name him John. You will have great joy and gladness, and many will rejoice at his birth, for he will be great in 
the eyes of the Lord. He must never touch wine or other alcoholic drinks. He will be filled with the Holy Spirit, 
even before his birth. And he will turn many Israelites to the Lord their God. He will be a man with the spirit 
and power of Elijah. He will prepare the people for the coming of the Lord. He will turn the hearts of the 
fathers to their children, and he will cause those who are rebellious to accept the wisdom of the godly.” 
 Zechariah said to the angel, “How can I be sure this will happen? I’m an old man now, and my wife is also 
well along in years.”  
 Then the angel said, “I am Gabriel! I stand in the very presence of God. It was he who sent me to bring you 
this good news! But now, since you didn’t believe what I said, you will be silent and unable to speak until the 
child is born. For my words will certainly be fulfilled at the proper time.” Luke 1:5-20 (NLT) 
 “At the proper time.” That’s the key phrase here. Zechariah and Elizabeth were going to have a baby, and 
that baby was the very one that Malachi promised would come! When you read further in the story about John 
as a man, he even dressed like Elijah, with a camel hair coat and a leather belt around his waist! Like Elijah, he 
called people to repentance—for people to come back to God. 
 When Elizabeth finally had her baby, Zechariah named him, John, which means “gift of God.” John was the 
gift of God that Malachi had predicted. John was the gift of God that paved the way for Jesus. 
 Then his father, Zechariah, was filled with the Holy Spirit and gave this prophecy: 
 “Praise the Lord, the God of Israel, because he has visited and redeemed his people. He has sent us a 
mighty Savior from the royal line of his servant David, just as he promised through his holy prophets long ago. 
Now we will be saved from our enemies and from all who hate us. He has been merciful to our ancestors by 
remembering his sacred covenant—the covenant he swore with an oath to our ancestor Abraham. We have been 
rescued from our enemies so we can serve God without fear, in holiness and righteousness for as long as we 
live.  
 “And you, my little son, will be called the prophet of the Most High, because you will prepare the way for 
the Lord. You will tell his people how to find salvation through forgiveness of their sins. Because of God’s 
tender mercy, the morning light from heaven is about to break upon us, to give light to those who sit in darkness 
and in the shadow of death, and to guide us to the path of peace.” Luke 1:67-79 (NLT) 
 It all came into focus for Zechariah when his son was born. In the silence, God had prepared him to 
understand the bigger picture—more than just a miraculous birth to an elderly couple—but part of God’s eternal 



plan.  
 Zechariah did not sing a lullaby, he sang a song of faith. Zechariah sang about the coming Messiah and 
about how his special son would prepare the way for Jesus. After 400 years without a prophet, people had to be 
awakened from their spiritual slumber. They had to hear the old, old stories. They had to remember the 
promises of God. They had to become aware of their sin and the barrier that it was to God. Through John’s life 
work and eventual death, God used him in his plan for even our own salvation. GOSPEL MOMENT 
 
LOOK: —————————————————————————————————————— 
 This was the first song of the first Christmas, and the lesson for us is this: Even in apparent silence, God is 
preparing you and me for Christmas. He’s not preparing us for the holiday, but for the reality of Christmas: 
“God with us.” 
 As you prepare for this Christmas season, what is going to keep the purpose of it central in your mind? 
How will you keep perspective on what Christmas is really about? In the midst of the lights, the shopping, the 
chaos—how will you work to keep the song of Christmas in your heart? 
 
TOOK: —————————————————————————————————————— 
 Some of you find yourself in silence this Christmas season. Maybe you’re waiting on God for a 
breakthrough in your life. It could even be that your voice to God has grown silent. God is still working. It 
won’t take 400 years, but he wants to reveal himself to you. 
 God can redeem the silence in your life, my friends. Whether you have been crying out for the salvation of 
someone you love, the restoration of health for yourself or someone else, for an end to the financial hardship 
you’ve been under, or for the stress and mental strain of life to ease up—God is still working, even when you 
cannot see evidence of it. This Christmas, in spite of the silence, sing a song of faith…a song like Zechariah’s. 
PRAYER 
 

———————————— Discipleship Questions ———————————— 
 
MESSAGE SUMMARY: As familiar as we are with our favorite Christmas carols, there are four songs 
recorded in the Gospel of Luke that celebrate the birth of Jesus that are not very familiar to us. Luke 1 records 
the story of Zechariah and Elizabeth’s longing to have a son—and God’s eventual answer. Zechariah’s song of 
faith has a simple message: Even in the silence, God is at work! 
 
HEAD: These questions help you examine the truth of God’s Word. 
 1. Reading the story again in Luke 1, why do you think God waited 400 years to reveal Jesus, and John 
before him? What was God waiting for? 
 2. In this beautiful song, Zechariah gave several pictures symbolizing the salvation we have in Jesus Christ. 
Name all the Savior would bring according to this song. 
  
HEART: These questions help you wrestle with what you believe. 
 3. Put yourself in Zechariah’s place. What would you have thought and felt throughout the story? 
 4. As you prepare for this holiday season, what keeps the purpose of it central in your mind? How do you 
keep perspective on what it is really about? 
 
HANDS: These questions help you bring the truth into your everyday life. 
 5. What practical thing can you do this Christmas season to keep the Savior in mind? 
 
HABITS: These questions help you develop behaviors that change your life. 
 6. How can you use this song of faith to encourage someone sitting in silence? 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 
ADOPT A FAMILY FOR CHRISTMAS  
Give the gift of Christmas to families in need by providing presents and dinner. Contact Heather 
Brown to pick a family to adopt. mercy@isonrise.com or 503-640-2449. A list of family members 
and wish lists will be available starting Dec. 1st. Find a friend or engage your small group to help 
adopt larger families together. Families provided by Hillsboro school district, Delivered by Schools, 
due by Dec 17th. 
 

CHRISTMAS PHOTO BOOTH |DEC 1/2 & 8/9 |  
We will have a Photo Booth set up in the Lobby both weekends. Bring your family and have a 
Christmas photo taken on your phone to send out or post. 
 

MEMBERSHIP ORIENTATION | DEC 2 | 9 & 11AM 
Sonrise Membership Orientation is always offered the Sunday after each CONNECT, GROW, 
SERVE, or LEAD class. Childcare available in Children’s Ministry. 
 

MEN’S BREAKFAST | DEC 8 | 8AM 
Join us monthly on the 2nd Sat for a time of great food, and conversation. Currently going through 
“The Measure of a Man” 
 

CUBA MISSION TRIP INFO MEETING |DEC 9| AFTER 11AM SERVICE |ROOM 9 
Join us for an informational meeting on an upcoming April Mission trip to Cuba.  
 

SOS SHELTER AT ORENCO STATION |DEC-FEB| 90 DAY COLD WEATHER SHELTER 
All volunteers must be 18 and older. There are many different volunteer opportunities that fit any 
skill level. Email sos@isonrise.com for questions or just sign up www.sos-shelter.org/volunteer  
 

THE BEST YOU |JAN12 | 10-11:30AM 
Join us for a fresh start to the New Year. Give God the best you; how to care for your entire being; 
Emotional, Spiritual, Mental & Physical. “Love the Lord your God with all your Heart, Soul Mind 
and strength.” Mark 12:30 Childcare available. Mark your calendar. 
 

CONNECT CLASS | JAN 19 | 9-11AM 
This is the first of our four step Discipleship Pathway classes. Light Breakfast served at 8:30am. 
Online registration opens Dec 1st. 
 

MEMBERSHIP ORIENTATION | JAN 20 | 9 & 11AM 
Sonrise Membership Orientation is always offered the Sunday after each CONNECT, GROW, 
SERVE, or LEAD class. Childcare available in Children’s Ministry.  


