
Remember Your Creator! – Ecclesiastes 11:7-12:14 
(Life After God • May 4/5, 2019) 

HOOK: —————————————————————————————————————— 
 I was sitting in my living room the other night and an electrical outlet caught my eye. Why? Because 
it was upside down. It wasn’t the “oh no, Mr. Bill” face, but the sad, scrunched up face. Haven’t you 
noticed that? Well, you’re just not paying attention! Now you have something to distract you when you 
get home. 
 I think that people are like electrical outlets. You’re either happy or sad. Your face is full of wonder 
or full of pain. You’re a summer or a winter. 
 Some would classify this as being an optimist or being a pessimist. You know, is the glass half full 
or half empty? Some of you can’t even find the glass! 
 I’ve been wondering if we would consider Solomon an optimist or a pessimist. He lived such a full 
life, but this book is rather sobering. Maybe he was neither. Maybe he was just a realist. 
 
BOOK: —————————————————————————————————————— 
 As we have worked our way through the book of Ecclesiastes in so many of our messages Solomon 
seems like such a pessimist! But as he ends his book his eyes lift up to the heavens and he closes on an 
incredibly high note—the realism of life and death. 
 Today we’re going to see Solomon wrap up his book with this thought: “Even though life has its 
difficulties, it’s still a good live. It is wonderful to be alive! Even throughout our painful experiences, life 
is still an amazing adventure.” 
 Light is sweet; how pleasant to see a new day dawning.  
 When people live to be very old, let them rejoice in every day of life. But let them also remember 
there will be many dark days. Everything still to come is meaningless. Ecclesiastes 11:7-8 (NLT) 
 When Solomon mentioned “there will be many dark days,” he’s not talking about trials or 
troubles—he is talking about the pains that come along with getting old. It’s what happens when you 
slow down, you lose your hearing, and lose your vision, when your joints and bones ache. Can I get an 
“amen”? 
 Part of the curse of sin is that we live in a broken world where even our bodies break down. That is 
an inevitable part of growing old. Enjoy life but realize that we all grow old and die. Sadly, there is no 
fountain of youth, but don’t let that discourage you—enjoy the time you have left. Enjoy life! 
 They say that youth is wasted on the young! For some people by the time they gain their wisdom and 
experience, it’s too late to apply it! 
 Young people, it’s wonderful to be young! Enjoy every minute of it. Do everything you want to do; 
take it all in. But remember that you must give an account to God for everything you do. So refuse to 
worry, and keep your body healthy. But remember that youth, with a whole life before you, is 
meaningless. Ecclesiastes 11:9-10 (NLT) 
 Wow, these are encouraging words! It’s not wrong to want to squeeze every last drop out of life! I 
would not trade my youthful days in high school and college for anything in the world. I had heartache, 
but I also had adventure! 
 God wants us to enjoy life. The best advice I ever heard was to draw close to God and do whatever 
you want! When you walk close to God, he will guide your steps and show you the path to take. 
 Solomon’s words are not an invitation to sin, but a reminder that it was God who brought you into 
the world and wants to know you intimately. When you learn to play within his rules, you discover what 
is best for you. Only God knows the way to live life to its fullest. I love how he opens chapter 12… 
 Don’t let the excitement of youth cause you to forget your Creator. Honor him in your youth before 
you grow old and say, “Life is not pleasant anymore.” Remember him before the light of the sun, moon, 
and stars is dim to your old eyes, and rain clouds continually darken your sky. Remember him before 
your legs—the guards of your house—start to tremble; and before your shoulders—the strong men—
stoop. Remember him before your teeth—your few remaining servants—stop grinding; and before your 
eyes—the women looking through the windows—see dimly.  



 Remember him before the door to life’s opportunities is closed and the sound of work fades. Now 
you rise at the first chirping of the birds, but then all their sounds will grow faint.  
 Remember him before you become fearful of falling and worry about danger in the streets; before 
your hair turns white like an almond tree in bloom, and you drag along without energy like a dying 
grasshopper, and the caperberry no longer inspires sexual desire. Remember him before you near the 
grave, your everlasting home, when the mourners will weep at your funeral.  
 Yes, remember your Creator now while you are young, before the silver cord of life snaps and the 
golden bowl is broken. Don’t wait until the water jar is smashed at the spring and the pulley is broken at 
the well. For then the dust will return to the earth, and the spirit will return to God who gave it. 
Ecclesiastes 12:1-7 (NLT) 
 Wow! That’s powerful. Solomon says one last time to enjoy life with wisdom! One day you will get 
old and die, so enjoy life now! Along the way make sure to remember God’s place in your life. Don’t 
cast him aside in your desire for pleasure. Live a godly life and invest in the eternal. Whatever you do, 
do with all of your heart—but make sure it’s God who is guiding your heart. 
 Solomon describes a “golden bowl” hanging from the ceiling on a silver chain. The chain breaks 
and the bowl breaks. The fragile “cord of life” is snapped and the light of life goes out.  He also 
pictures life as a well with a “pully” for bringing up a pitcher filled with water. One day the pully 
breaks, the water jar is shattered, and the end comes. Someday your body will be committed to the 
ground; earth to earth, ashes to ashes, and dust to dust. One day you will exhale the breath of life for the 
very last time—yet your spirit will return to God! 
 
LOOK: —————————————————————————————————————— 
 Solomon closes by saying that life without wisdom is meaningless, empty, vanity. One day, when 
the curtain closes on your final act, judgment will come. Enjoy life now, live with wisdom, and honor 
God with every breath you take. 
 “Everything is meaningless,” says the Teacher, “completely meaningless.”  
 Keep this in mind: The Teacher was considered wise, and he taught the people everything he knew. 
He listened carefully to many proverbs, studying and classifying them. The Teacher sought to find just 
the right words to express truths clearly.  
 The words of the wise are like cattle prods—painful but helpful. Their collected sayings are like a 
nail-studded stick with which a shepherd drives the sheep.  
 But, my child, let me give you some further advice: Be careful, for writing books is endless, and 
much study wears you out.  
 That’s the whole story. Here now is my final conclusion: Fear God and obey his commands, for this 
is everyone’s duty. God will judge us for everything we do, including every secret thing, whether good 
or bad. Ecclesiastes 12:8-14 (NLT) 
 Solomon ends his book the same way he began, with a reminder that if you put your hope in this life, 
then you will one day discover that life is “empty, futile, a vapor that which vanishes quickly and 
leaves nothing behind.” This is the emptiness of a life without God. When you live your life focusing 
on what is “under the sun,” then eventually everything is ultimately empty. 
 Let me finish by focusing on the final Three Challenges of Solomon: 
 1) Fear God. Ecclesiastes ends where the book of Proverbs begins. The “fear of the Lord” is that 
attitude of reverence and awe that we show to him because we love him and respect his power and 
greatness. The person who fears the Lord will listen to his voice and obey him. Oswald Chambers wrote, 
“The remarkable thing about fearing God, is that, when you fear God, you fear nothing else; whereas, if 
you do not fear God, you fear everything else.”  
 2) Obey His Commandments. God created your life and he alone knows how it should be lived. 
They say, “When all else fails, read the instructions!” Well, he created you and the manual is the Word 
of God. When Solomon looked at life “under the sun,” everything was fragmented, and he could see no 
pattern. But when he looked at life from God’s point of view, everything came together into one 
complete whole. If you want to find purpose, you must begin with God. 
 3) Prepare for Final Judgment. We may get away with sin in this life, but God is not fooled. Our 



sins will eventually be exposed and judged justly. To those who have put their trust in Jesus for 
salvation—all the judgment is taken care of on the cross. To those who have not trusted the Jesus as 
Lord and Savior will spend eternity paying the righteous judge.  
 
TOOK: —————————————————————————————————————— 
 In World War II, one of the great ships to sail the seas was the German battleship the Bismarck. It 
was large and it was fast, and at the time it was the most fearsome battleship ever built. It had eight 
fifteen-inch guns and traveled at a top speed of thirty knots. On May 24, 1941, a British reconnaissance 
plane spotted the Bismarck, and most of the entire British fleet was sent to intercept it. One of the first 
ships to reach the area was the Hood, which was promptly destroyed by the Bismarck. Only three of the 
two thousand crew members from the Hood survived. Two days later several more British ships caught 
up with the Bismarck. She began pulling away from the British ships when suddenly it began to zigzag 
in the ocean and began steaming in a large circle, heading directly towards the British fleet. The fleet 
attacked with as many shells and torpedoes as they could fire, and they sank the Bismarck. Do you know 
why? 
 After the Bismarck destroyed the Hood, one of the British biplanes engaged and tracked it. This 
biplane carried torpedoes, which it launched against the great ship. One of its torpedoes just happened to 
hit the Bismarck on the rudder, causing it to lose its steering control and be at the mercy of the British 
fleet. 
 My friends, you can have all the speed, firepower, and engineering in the world, but if you don’t 
have the ability to navigate—you are in trouble. You are at the mercy of the waves of the sea. That’s 
what happens to us when we don’t put our full and complete trust in our Heavenly Father, follow his 
son, Jesus, and stay connected to his Spirit. We find ourselves out of control, circling around in life, and 
at the mercy of the enemy. The enemy of our souls is great at getting us distracted and damaging our 
rudders—continuously circling in sin. 
 The only hope to smooth safe sailing is to keep your heart and your mind under the submission of 
the Creator who loves you. You were made to walk in an intimate relationship with God. Through that 
relationship with him, you find that he guides you throughout your life. 
 In our Post-Christian culture, we have taken God out of the center of our lives, and our culture is 
falling apart. We have rejected of God at our core. We are dysfunctional because we were made to live 
our lives out of our relationship with God. 
 
 PRAYER 
 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Discipleship Questions 
(Community, Women’s, Men’s Groups plus Family and Friends) 

 
Remember Your Creator! – Ecclesiastes 11:7-12:14 

 
 
HEAD: These questions help you examine the truth of God’s Word. 
 
1. What verse in this text (Ecclesiastes 11:7-12:4) impacted you the most? Why? 
 
2. As we finish Ecclesiastes this weekend it’s been a humbling and challenging rollercoaster of a ride. 
How has God humbled or challenged you personally? 
 
 
HEART: These questions help you wrestle with what you believe. 



 
3. Solomon lived a full life, would you consider him an optimist, pessimist or a realist. Why? 
 
4. As you look at the last three months of your life would you consider yourself an optimist, pessimist 
or a realist. Why? 
 
HANDS and HABITS: These questions bring truth so you can develop behaviors that change your life 
 
5. Which one of the three challenges from Solomon is God asking you to grab hold of and grow up in? 
Why? 
 

The Three Challenges From Solomon 
 

I. Fear God - “The remarkable thing about fearing God, is that, when you fear God, you fear nothing 
else; whereas, if you do not fear God, you fear everything else.”  

 
II. Obey His Commandments - God created your life and he alone knows how it should be lived. They 

say, “When all else fails, read the instructions!” Well, he created you and the manual is the Word of 
God.  

 
III. Prepare for Final Judgment - We may get away with sin in this life, but God is not fooled. Our 

sins will eventually be exposed and judged justly. 
 
6. How is God asking you to grow and learn in this area? What will you do? When will you start? Who 
will encourage you? 
 
7. Finish the group by praying for the person on your right. Pray encouragement and hope into the 
challenge they want to grow in. 
 



MEN’S FRATERNITY MARRIAGE CLASS |ONGOING | 9:00AM 
Do you have a vision of what it really means to be a husband? “A Man and his 
Marriage” is a six-week video series featuring a variety of speakers that lays out an 
inspiring picture of God’s vision for marriage. Office Lobby | Call Daniel: (503) 730-
5968 | Register online: isonrise.com/events 
 

 
FLOURISH WOMEN’S CONFERENCE | MAY 10-11 | FRI 6:30-8:30PM 
 & SAT 8:30AM-12:30PM 
Encouraging, equipping and empowering women in ministry. Pastor James will 
speak on the “Theology of Women in Ministry” other session options | Maintaining 
a Healthy Work/Ministry Balance | Discipling your Children | Ministering Unequally 
Yoked | Living and Ministering Un-offended | Ministering out of your Overflow | 
Being Available in your Brokenness  

MEN’S BREAKFAST | MAY 11 | 8 AM 
Join us monthly on the 2nd Sat for a time of great food, and conversation.  We are 
going through “The Measure of a Man” Series. 
 
FARTHER’S DAY | GOLF TOURNAMENT | CAR & MOTORCYCLE SHOW | 
JUNE 15 & 16 
Join us for a golf tournament Saturday June 15th at Sunset Grove contact Doug 
Weaver 503-314-4309 Be a part of the show, bring your classic car or motorcycle to 
our Sunday services June 16th. Contact: Kevin 503-866-4020  
 
NIGHT OF WORSHIP | JUNE 21 | 7-8PM 
 Join us, for a powerful evening of praise and worship as our church family comes 
together with others under one roof to lift up the name of Jesus, for our quarterly 
Friday night of worship. Main auditorium Sonrise church. 
 
SUMMER IN USA (SUSA) | JUNE 28-JULY 28 
Host a Basque student this summer for a month in this reverse-mission 
opportunity. Contact Mandi Bailey at sonrise@summerintheusa.com 
 
 
 

mailto:sonrise@summerintheusa.com

	Full Announcement 3.19docx
	Life After God 15 PRINT

