
Working in a Wicked World – Ecclesiastes 3:16-4:6 
(Life After God • February 16/17, 2019) 

 
HOOK: ————————————————————————————————————————— 
 Work-Death Balance (Leather Coffin) (3:22) 
 I was meeting with a friend the other day and we were talking about this very thing. We were talking about 
his new promotion at work and my upcoming job at CB Northwest and how that will affect our work time and 
our family time. He reminded me about a pastor who was planting a church that has now grown into one of the 
largest churches in America. Early in the life of the church, the pastor was having a conversation with his wife 
about how he could better serve her at this stage of their marriage and their parenting. Her reply was simple, 
please be home by 4:00pm every day. So that’s what he did. 
 It seems crazy, right? If you’ve ever started a new endeavor you know it takes tremendous energy, effort, 
and work. If we’re not careful, work will become our life. If we do that, we’ll be disappointed. No one ever sat 
at their deathbed and wished they had worked more hours. No, they wish they would have played more and 
enjoyed the life and family God had given them. 
 Do you feel that tension between a work/life balance? I know I do. Just ask Mary Beth, we feel it all the 
time. Where do you draw the line and say, “enough is enough?” Enough status at work. Enough home. Enough 
clothes. Enough car. Enough retirement/savings. Enough! When will enough be enough? 
 
BOOK: ————————————————————————————————————————— 
 We see this very teaching in Solomon’s words to us in his book of Ecclesiastes. Here is a guy who poured 
his life into a search for Pleasure, Riches, and Security and he cared enough to write down his wisdom at the 
end of the road. 
 The passage we are going to look at today deals with working in a world filled with injustice, oppression, 
and rivalry. The tension is this: How do you and I live and work in a world that’s so messed up? And how can 
we make sure we trust God to steady our hand as we walk through this one and only life he has given us? 
 Solomon deals with three areas of life that every person wonders about, and the first area is this area of 
INJUSTICE… 
 I also noticed that under the sun there is evil in the courtroom. Yes, even the courts of law are corrupt! I 
said to myself, “In due season God will judge everyone, both good and bad, for all their deeds.” 
 Here Solomon observes the injustices in this life. Sometimes bad guys win and good guys lose. I don’t know 
about you, but I have a problem with that. I would much rather have a “perfect” universe, wouldn’t you? I want 
to live in a universe where God punishes the person who cuts me off on the freeway…or worse, won’t let me 
merge into traffic. I want that evil person to pay, don’t you? 
 Wouldn’t it be great if, after another driver did that to you, his or her car would break down five minutes 
later? Or if someone cheated you in business, he or she would go bankrupt the next month? Or if someone got 
angry and yelled at you, his or her teeth would fall out that night? Wouldn’t that be awesome? 
 Fortunately, we don’t live in that universe, know why? Because we also live in the same universe! So, if you 
gossiped about someone, your tongue would turn green. If you lied your nose would grow. If you envied 
another person, your hair would fall out. If you spent money on something you didn’t need, the food in your 
refrigerator would rot overnight. (ILLUS: God eradicating all sin tonight at midnight. Would you be here 
in the morning?) 
 None of us want that kind of instant justice from God! God’s patience with sin is an incredible blessing—
otherwise, all of us would come under his immediate judgment. 
 People often wonder, “If there is a God, why is the world so messed up?” My friends, that’s not God’s fault, 
that’s our fault! He created a perfect world and we messed it up. There will be a day when God will deal with 
all evil—but God’s patience gives you and me more time to repent of our sins and turn to him. The last chapter 
isn’t written yet. Solomon witnessed the injustices of his day and wondered why God’s judgment was delayed. 
 The wicked will not get away with their evil deeds forever. There is still a God out there and God sees their 
evil deeds. “In due season God will judge everyone, both good and bad, for all their deeds.” We don’t know 
when that time is, but for now the wicked continue to prosper and the poor continue to be oppressed. 



 I also thought about the human condition—how God proves to people that they are like animals. For people 
and animals share the same fate—both breathe and both must die. people have no real advantage over the 
animals. How meaningless! Both go to the same place—they came from dust and they return to dust. For who 
can prove that the human spirit goes up and the spirit of animals goes down into the earth? So I saw that there 
is nothing better for people than to be happy in their work. That is our lot in life. And no one can bring us back 
to see what happens after we die. Ecclesiastes 3:16-22 (NLT) 
 (Explain progressive revelation and Solomon’s words). 
 The second area Solomon deals with and that everyone wonders about is the area of OPPRESSION… 
 Again, I observed all the oppression that takes place under the sun. I saw the tears of the oppressed, with no 
one to comfort them. The oppressors have great power, and their victims are helpless. So I concluded that the 
dead are better off than the living. But most fortunate of all are those who are not yet born. For they have not 
seen all the evil that is done under the sun.  
 I don’t like the fact that bad people hurt others—for profit, pride, and power. I believe that as followers of 
Jesus Christ we should work as hard as we can for true Biblical justice. But the reality is that we still have 
corrupt leaders and corrupt governments. This is going to keep happening as long as we are alive on this earth. 
The oppressors have the power, and the poor have no one to comfort them. (ILLUS: Church in Cuba) 
 Next, Solomon moves to the subject of RIVALRY… 
 Then I observed that most people are motivated to success because they envy their neighbors. But this, too, 
is meaningless—like chasing the wind.  
 “Fools fold their idle hands, leading them to ruin.”  
 And yet, “Better to have one handful with quietness than two handfuls with hard work and chasing the 
wind.” Ecclesiastes 4:1-7 (NLT) 
 Do you ever get tired of running in the rat race where only the rats win? Do you ever get weary of keeping 
up with the Joneses? ILLUS: Ladder of success up the wrong wall. 
 Solomon’s goal is to urge his readers—in view of the wickedness, oppressions, and envy in this world—not 
to slave away in ruthless competition with their neighbors but to enjoy their work and its fruit with quietness. 
 The question again: How can God’s people work in such an evil, competitive world? Solomon shares a great 
picture of our hands to give us three options: 
 1) The first option is to have “folded hands.” He says, “Fools fold their idle hands, leading them to ruin.” 
People who fold their hands cannot use their hands for work. Folded hands show that people do not want to 
work. These people want to opt out of the workforce. This is not a good option. Solomon calls these people 
“fools.” In Solomon’s other book of Proverbs, he warns us that “A little extra sleep, a little more slumber, a 
little folding of the hands to rest—then poverty will pounce on you like a bandit; scarcity will attack you like an 
armed robber.” Proverbs 6:10-11. 
 2) The second option is to have “two handfuls.” He says, “two handfuls with hard work and chasing the 
wind.” These are hands that are reaching for everything they can. These people want to acquire as much as 
possible (like children at Halloween). This sounds good, after all, who wouldn’t want two handfuls instead of 
one? In our culture bigger is better. Who doesn’t want a better car, a bigger house, nicer vacations? But, 
according to Solomon, it’s just “chasing the wind.” In order to gain the two handfuls, people have to sell their 
souls to work and debt. When you go down this road you end up with two handfuls of “wind,” two handfuls of 
nothing of true value in life. 
 3) The third option is “one handful.” He says, “Better to have one handful with quietness.” What 
Solomon is telling us is that if you learn to be content with only what you need, then you will be able to achieve 
a piece of mind, a “quietness” in life. Now, you’ll be going against the flow of the rest of the culture, because 
all around us we have people who have decided to “fold their hands” and let others do the hard work, and we 
have people who have reached out for “two handfuls” and are working their lives for what is meaningless. 
 We can summarize this in one sentence: In view of the injustice, oppression, and rivalry in this world, enjoy 
your work with quietness. Put another way, Work with all your heart, but don’t put all of your heart into your 
work! 
 
LOOK: ————————————————————————————————————————— 
 Jesus also warns against the desire to acquire two handfuls. He said in Luke 12, Beware! Guard against 



every kind of greed. Life is not measured by how much you own. Luke 12:15 (NLT) Then Jesus went on to tell 
the story of the parable of the rich fool who thought he could store up great treasures for himself. Jesus’ words 
to his audience were, Yes, a person is a fool to store up earthly wealth but not have a rich relationship with 
God. Luke 12:21 (NLT) Jesus wants us to focus our lives not on gathering possessions, but on gaining a 
relationship with God. 
 You and I can work with quietness—with peace of mind—trusting that our heavenly Father will provide us 
our food, drink, clothing, and housing. In a desert of wickedness—ruthless competition, a rat race, a dog-eat-
dog world—we can experience a refuge of joy and peace when we don’t follow the crowd in working to pile up 
possessions. Enjoy your work with quietness, and your Heavenly Father will provide your every need. 
 
TOOK: ————————————————————————————————————————— 
 Solomon wants to tell us that even when we don’t understand everything God is doing, we cannot let what 
we cannot know destroy what we can enjoy. You can’t be God and control the circumstances of life, but you can 
learn to enjoy what God gives you and look for the blessings that come your way. 
 In The Hiding Place, Corrie Ten Boom gives a wonderful example of this truth. She and her sister Betsy 
were being held in a concentration camp. Betsy said that they still had to trust God and thank him for 
everything. This is hard-core following Jesus, my friends. Everything about the camp was awful—being in the 
middle of a war, being separated from family, and watching other prisoners die. But day in and day out, the 
things that Corrie hated above everything else were the lice that bit her in bed. It was miserable. She couldn’t 
get away from them. It was impossible to get a good night’s sleep. One time when Corrie and Betsy were 
thanking God for everything, Betsy interrupted Corrie at the end of her prayer and said, “And the bedbugs, 
Corrie—thank God for those lice.” Corrie thought her sister was crazy, but she thanked God for bedbugs by 
faith. After they had been at the camp a few days, they started a Bible study in their barracks—an illegal action 
that would have provoked the guards to anger and retaliation. But the guards never came into their barracks to 
break up the study or order them to quit. Corrie and Betsy always wondered why. Later Corrie learned it was 
because the guards were afraid of catching the lice. It turned out that the protection of God around Corrie and 
Betsy Ten Boom was a bedbug! 
 How can you and I trust God when the world is filled with injustice? By remembering that God is still on 
his throne and is the ultimate judge. So, you and I can live in peace and quietness knowing that God is in 
charge—especially in the pain. 
 What pain are you in today? What injustice are you in today? Or maybe it’s oppression or rivalry. Why 
don’t you bring it to the judge today? PRAY 
 

———————————— Discipleship Questions ———————————— 

HEAD: These questions help you examine the truth of God’s Word. 
1. What verse in this text impacted you the most? Why? 
2. How do you personally feel the tension between a healthy work/life balance? What pressures to you feel? How does 
this pressure manifest itself in your thoughts, behaviors and relationships? 

HEART: These questions help you wrestle with what you believe. 
3. How can God’s people work in such an evil and competitive world? Solomon shares a great picture of our hands to give 
us three options: Which option is your true north? How does it impact your work/home life? 

• The first option is to have “folded hands.” He says, “Fools fold their idle hands, leading them to ruin.”  
• The second option is to have “two handfuls.” He says, “Two handfuls with hard work and chasing the wind.”  
• The third option is “one handful.” He says, “Better to have one handful with quietness.”  

 
HANDS: These questions help you bring the truth into your everyday life. 
4. How do you currently live out the third option (Better to have one handful with quietness) in this messed up world? 
How do you trust God to steady your hand and keep our eyes on Jesus as you walk through this one and only life, he has 
given you? Share the ways God is teaching you to do this? 



HABITS: These questions help you develop behaviors that change your life and others. 
5. What is one new habit you can start today to step towards focusing on a life gaining a relationship with Jesus and not 
focusing on gaining possessions? Share your habit. Pray for this new habit. Who will help encourage you in this new 
habit? 



 

SOS SHELTER AT ORENCO STATION |DEC-FEB| 90 DAY COLD 
WEATHER SHELTER 
All volunteers must be 18 and older. There are many different volunteer 
opportunities that fit any skill level. Email sos@isonrise.com for questions or just 
sign up www.sos-shelter.org/volunteer 
 

LIGHT MY WAY | WOMEN’S UNITY CONFERENCE| 18 + OVER ONLY| 
MARCH 2 | SAT 9AM-11:30AM 
Light My Way ministry invites you. THEME: Walking in Victory with Humility: a 
reminder from the story of Deborah. Free of charge: light meal provided. Fireside 
Room. Register: isonrise.com/events  
 

JEEVAN JYOTHI |MARCH 3 |7-8PM 
Join us at our monthly multi-ethnic gathering for worship, a meal and fellowship. 
Upcoming Dates: March 3rd - April 7th- May 5th – June 2nd  
Contact: Pastor Francis 904.534.4788 Held in Fireside Room. 
  
ASH WEDNESDAY NIGHT OF WORSHIP | MARCH 6 | 7-8PM 
Join us for a powerful evening of praise and worship as we celebrate Ash 
Wednesday, marking the beginning of Lent. Lent is a 40-day season set aside for 
repentance, fasting, reflection, and ultimately celebration. Main auditorium Sonrise 
church.  
 

BRAVE LIVING (WOMEN’S EVENT) | MARCH 9 | 10-12 Noon 
Join the community of Sonrise women, along with our speaker Brandi Walters, 
Licensed Counselor, as we explore how we shield ourselves from shame, and how 
to live courageously in the midst of adversity. Register online: isonrise.com/events 
Light Snacks| Childcare Provided |Bron Hall Room  
 

MEN’S BREAKFAST | MARCH 9 | 8 AM 
Join us monthly on the 2nd Sat for a time of great food, and conversation.  We are 
going through “The Measure of a Man” Upcoming Dates: April 13th & May 11th  
  

PROJECT SENIOR CONNECT | MARCH 15 | 10 AM- 2 PM  
Brought to us by “Meals on Wheels” Join us for finger foods, games, activities. Over 
10 different exhibitors: Healthcare consultant, S.S. Administration, Ride Connection, 
AARP and more. Sonrise Church | Dining Hall 

mailto:sos@isonrise.com


 

SERVE CLASS | MARCH 16 | 9-11 AM 
This is the third in our four step Discipleship Pathway classes. Light breakfast 
served at 8:30am. Childcare provided.  
 

MEN’S BREAKFAST | APRIL 13 | 8 AM 
Join us monthly on the 2nd Sat for a time of great food, and conversation.  We are 
going through “The Measure of a Man” Upcoming Dates: May 11th  
 

LEAD CLASS | APRIL 27 | 9-11 AM 
This is the final in our four step Discipleship Pathway classes. Light breakfast served 
at 8:30am. Childcare provided. Register online: isonrise.com/events 
 

CONNECT CLASS | APRIL 27 | 9-11 AM 
This is the first in our four step Discipleship Pathway classes. Light breakfast served 
at 8:30am. Childcare provided. Register online: isonrise.com/events 
 

FLOURISH WOMEN’S CONFERENCE | MAY 10&11TH | FRI 6:30-
8:30PM & SAT 8:30AM-12:30PM 
Save the Date! More information coming. 
 

MEN’S BREAKFAST | MAY 11 | 8 AM 
Join us monthly on the 2nd Sat for a time of great food, and conversation.  We are 
going through “The Measure of a Man”    
 
FAMILY CAMP | JULY 25-28 | NEHALEM BAY 
Come join the Sonrise family in the great outdoors at Nehalem Bay State Park in 
Nehalem, Oregon. We have 80 + campsites reserved in the E & F loops. Registration 
online www.isonrise.com/campout 

SUMMER IN USA (SUSA) | JUNE 28-JULY 28 
Host a Basque student this summer for a month in this reverse-mission 
opportunity. Contact Mandi Bailey at sonrise@summerintheusa.com  
DIVORCE CARE & DIVORCE CARE FOR KIDS DC4K | MARCH 6 | 6:30-8PM 
For those going through separation or divorce, as well as, DC4K to help your 
children heal from the pain of divorce. Ages 5-12 | Divorce Care: Scott: 503-501-
7639 & Divorce Care 4 Kids DC4K: Marlys: 503-586-4264 | Register: 
isonrise.com/events 

http://www.isonrise.com/campout
mailto:sonrise@summerintheusa.com

