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HOOK: ————————————————————————————————————————— 
 Recently I picked up a locking gas cap for my motorcycle and as I read the instructions, I couldn’t help but 
laugh. On the instructions were the words, “Never use a lit match or open flame to check fuel level.” Duh! 
 Every year the Michigan Lawsuit Abuse Watch organization conducts a contest to reveal how frivolous 
lawsuits have created a need for common sense warnings on products. Here were the ones that won in recent 
years: 
 On a cocktail napkin with a small map of the waterways around Hilton Head, South Carolina: “Caution: 
Not to be used for navigation.” 
 On a baking pan: “Ovenware will get hot when used in the oven.” 
 On a baby stroller: “Remove child before folding.” 
 On a brass fishing lure with a three-pronged hook: “Harmful if swallowed.” 
 On a popular scooter for children: “This product moves when used.” 
 On a toilet brush: “Do not use for personal hygiene.” 
 On a household iron: “Never iron clothes while they are being worn.”  
 On a hair dryer: “Never use hair dryer while sleeping” 
 On a cardboard car sunshield that keeps sun off the dashboard: “Do not drive with sunshield in place.” 
 On a popular manufactured fireplace log: “Caution–Risk of Fire”  
 On a letter opener: “Caution: Safety goggles recommended.” 
 On a vanishing fabric marker: “Should not be used as a writing instrument for signing checks or any legal 
documents.” 
 And my favorite—last year’s Grand Prize was a label on a small tractor that warns: “Danger! Avoid 
Death.” 
 It seems that common sense isn’t so common anymore! AND when life doesn’t work out the way we 
want, we get mad and sue someone. 
 
BOOK: ————————————————————————————————————————— 
 Can you imagine if people could sue God? We all get disappointed with God at times and life doesn’t 
always turn out the way we had hoped—especially for Christians. As I mentioned last week, sometimes we 
think that if we just attend church, sing a few songs, read from the Bible, and drop a few bucks in the offering 
plate then we have done our spiritual duty. And when we do those things, God is obligated to hear our prayers 
and answer them the way we like, right? 
 It’s easy to think that God “owes us” a nice and pleasant life. But when you’ve walked the pathway of Jesus 
for any number of years you discover that life doesn’t turn out that way. We are never promised an easy life. 
When we make a commitment to follow Jesus and trust him as our Lord and Savior it was never intended to be 
the popular decision. The very first followers of Jesus gave up homes, fortunes, families, and some even gave 
their very lives for the honor of walking in his footsteps. 
 That’s why the Old Testament book of Ecclesiastes if so relevant for us today. Solomon challenges us to 
pursue wisdom above all else—but even that won’t guarantee a perfect and pleasant life. 
 My friends, wisdom is the only thing that will carry you through life. Even if you are talented, skilled, and 
attractive—if you don’t have the ability to recognize the sovereignty of God, the diligence to seek him, and the 
humility to honor him, you will end up as a failure because of your lack of wisdom. 
 In our next section of Ecclesiastes, we will see that Solomon dispenses bits of wisdom like he does in his 
book of Proverbs. Because of this, I have chosen to take out only a few verses to focus upon today. So, today, 
the easiest way to remember what Solomon says about wisdom is to consider it in light of three kinds of living 
creatures he mentions in this passage: FLIES, SNAKES, and BIRDS. Each of these are small and seemingly 
insignificant creatures—but each one has a potential for harm. Let’s see what we can learn about them… 
 First, let’s look at the FLY… As dead flies cause even a bottle of perfume to stink, so a little foolishness 
spoils great wisdom and honor. Ecclesiastes 10:1 (NLT) 



 This is where the phrase, “A fly in the ointment” comes from and simple means there is a “small defect that 
spoils something valuable.” Being a perfumer was an ancient science, and it took a lot of skill, patience, and 
time to make perfumer’s oil. Solomon described how one dead fly in a bowl can ruin all of the perfumer’s work. 
 Solomon’s wisdom for us? Just as one dead fly can cancel out a perfumer’s oil, so can a little foolishness 
can cancel out a lifetime of wisdom. Imagine it, a tiny bit of foolishness can destroy the powerful fragrance of a 
person’s dignity and reputation. Just one act. 
 The point is that it takes far less effort to ruin something than it does to create it. Or another way to put it is 
that it’s easier to make a stink than to create sweetness! Flies are insignificant creatures in the overall scheme of 
things. A perfumer’s oil, on the other hand, is a very costly substance created with care and skill. Still the 
insignificant can spoil the valuable. 
 Let’s think about applying this: Maybe the “fly” is a person. One person’s foolishness can cause a lot of 
problems for others. Or maybe the “fly” is a flaw in your character. One secret sin can poison a person’s entire 
character. Whatever it may be for you, why don’t you take a step towards wisdom and swat that fly. Solomon 
says that a little thing can ruin everything! 
 Next, let’s look at the SNAKE… If a snake bites before you charm it, what’s the use of being a snake 
charmer? Ecclesiastes 10:11 (NLT) 
 In the Middle East snake charming was a popular form of entertainment. For thousands of years people tried 
to gain power over a snake to subdue it and show their skill over a very dangerous reptile.  
 Solomon notes that a person’s wisdom or skill has no value if it is not used at the right time. For example, 
you and I have many areas of our lives where we know we could get into trouble, in the areas of dating, sex, 
marriage, parenting, finances, friendships, and work. We probably know all the right answers in our head—but 
that’s not going to help us if we don’t apply God’s wisdom. The important thing is not just to have knowledge, 
but that you actually use it! 
 What areas of your life where you know the right thing to do, but just don’t do it? Ask God to give you the 
strength to live out what you know, so you won't end up like a fool. As a pastor, nothing is more discouraging 
than seeing someone who knows how to charm the snake get bitten by one. 
 Finally, let’s look at the BIRD… Never make light of the king, even in your thoughts. And don’t make fun of 
the powerful, even in your own bedroom. For a little bird might deliver your message and tell them what you 
said. Ecclesiastes 10:20 (NLT) 
 Dead flies spoil a lot of precious ointment, little snakes can kill a big person, and little birds can get you 
into trouble! This phrase, too, comes from the wisdom of Solomon. In the Navy they say that “lose lips sink 
ships,” but they also sink careers and good friendships. Uncontrolled words, thoughtless words, and insensitive 
words can all bring down pain on people. Words travel at the speed of sound and it’s impossible to take them 
back once they fly out of your mouth.  
 Gossip and slander have destroyed more churches than liberal theology. As your pastor, I fight for the unity 
of our church and I don’t want to see gossip and slander get a foothold in our hearts. Don’t mess with the peace 
of this church, my friends. Deal with your discouragement and disappointment in a godly way—not in a gossip 
way. 
 
LOOK: ————————————————————————————————————————— 
 There is one more metaphor that Solomon used that I want to point out today. It’s the picture of an AX… 
Using a dull ax requires great strength, so sharpen the blade. That’s the value of wisdom; it helps you succeed. 
Ecclesiastes 10:10 (NLT) 
 I love this picture. Let’s imagine that you are hiking up in the woods and you come upon someone in the 
woods working feverishly to saw down a tree. “What are you doing?” you ask. “Can’t you see?” comes the 
irritated reply. “I’m sawing down this tree.” “You look exhausted!” you exclaim. “How long have you been at 
it?” “Over five hours,” he person says, “and I’m exhausted! This is hard work!” “Well, why don’t you take a 
break for a few minutes and sharpen your saw?” you ask. “I’m sure it would go a lot faster.” “I don’t have 
time to sharpen my saw,” the man says forcefully. “I’m too busy trying to cut down this tree!” 
 Silly story, I know, but the single most powerful investment you can ever make in your life is to periodically 
take time to “sharpen your blade” and get better at what you do. I have worked hard at this for decades. I want 
to keep growing so you keep growing! I read books, listen to teachings, go to conferences, and stop every 



month just to measure how I’m doing. 
 How often do you invest in yourself? Is your blade dull or sharp? There are countless ways to grow and 
learn as a follower of Jesus, as a student at school, and as a worker at your business. Make the most of your time 
and get better at what you do, so you are more valuable to yourself and others. 
 ILLUS: Leadership levels (John Maxwell). Keep growing and learning. 
 
TOOK: ————————————————————————————————————————— 
 Paul tells the Ephesian Christians, “So be careful how you live. Don’t live like fools, but like those who are 
wise. Make the most of every opportunity in these evil days. Don’t act thoughtlessly but understand what the 
Lord wants you to do.” Ephesians 5:15-17 (NLT) 
 ILLUS: Chronos vs. Kyros. Throughout the history of the Church, followers of Jesus have recognized a 
different orientation to time. Two common Greek words for “time” in the NT are chronos, which refers to 
“clock time,” and kairos, which refers to “opportunity time.” Kairos cannot be measured because it is always 
“now.” In this passage, the Apostle Paul is telling us to make the most of every kairos. In God’s kingdom, our 
minutes are valuable because they are potential moments of eternal significance. 
 The ancient Israelites had celebrations that marked the change of seasons. Those calendar times were 
designed to remind God’s people to celebrate God’s care and involvement in their lives. Those celebrations 
were reminders that God stepped in their chronos and gave them a kairos to make him known. 
 You and I have that this next week. As we enter into the week before Easter, our calendars (our chronos) 
mark out Easter, but the question is this: will we make the most of the kairos, the opportunity to make him 
known? 
 PRAYER 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Pursue Wisdom! – Ecclesiastes 9:13-10:20 
 

 
HEAD: These questions help you examine the truth of God’s Word. 
 
1. What verse in this text (Ecclesiastes 9:13-10:20) impacted you the most? Why? 
2. God often talks about wisdom. Share is an example, verse or Bible story that speaks of wisdom.  
 
 
HEART: These questions help you wrestle with what you believe. 
 
3. Take five minutes and write down your definition of wisdom. Please share it with the group. 
 
4. Share a story (moment) when someone shared Godly wisdom with you that changed your heart, mind or 
direction. How did it impact you? How did you apply the wisdom? 
 
 
HANDS: These questions help you bring the truth into your everyday life. 
 
“Using a dull ax requires great strength, so sharpen the blade. That’s the value of wisdom; it helps you 
succeed.” Ecclesiastes 10:10 (NLT) 
 
5. What is one area of your life that God is asking you to “sharpen your blade?” Why? 
 
        



HABITS: These questions help you develop behaviors that change your life and others. 
 
6. How is God asking you to grow and learn in this area? What will you do? When will you start? Who will 
encourage you? 
 
 



MEN’S FRATERNITY MARRIAGE CLASS |ONGOING | 9:00AM 
Do you have a vision of what it really means to be a husband? “A Man and his Marriage” 
is a six-week video series featuring a variety of speakers that lays out an inspiring picture 
of God’s vision for marriage. Office Lobby | Call Daniel: (503) 730-5968 | Register online: 
isonrise.com/events 
 

GOOD FRIDAY AT 26 WEST | APRIL 19 | 7PM 
Join us as we gather with other churches for a Good Friday event at 26 West Church: 
2900 NE Century Blvd. Hillsboro, OR 9712 
 

EASTER EGG HUNT | QUATAMA ELEMENTARY | APRIL 20 | 10AM 
Join us Saturday, April 20th for this community event. Invite your friends! The hunt will 
be held right next door to Sonrise at Quatama Elementary, 6905 NE Campus Way. 
 

NIGHT OF WORSHIP | JUNE 21 | 7-8PM 
 Join us, for a powerful evening of praise and worship as our church family comes 
together with others under one roof to lift up the name of Jesus, for our quarterly Friday 
night of worship. Main auditorium Sonrise church. 
 

LEAD CLASS | APRIL 27 | 9-11 AM 
This is the final in our four step Discipleship Pathway classes. Light breakfast served at 
8:30am. Childcare provided. Register online: isonrise.com/events 
 

CONNECT CLASS | APRIL 27 | 9-11 AM 
This is the first in our four step Discipleship Pathway classes. Light breakfast served at 
8:30am. Childcare provided. Register online: isonrise.com/events 
 

FLOURISH WOMEN’S CONFERENCE | MAY 10-11 | FRI 6:30-8:30PM 
 & SAT 8:30AM-12:30PM 
Encouraging, equipping and empowering women in ministry. Pastor James will speak on 
the “Theology of Women in Ministry” other session options | Maintaining a Healthy 
Work/Ministry Balance | Discipling your Children | Ministering Unequally Yoked | Living 
and Ministering Un-offended | Ministering out of your Overflow | Being Available in your 
Brokenness  
 
 
 



 

MEN’S BREAKFAST | MAY 11 | 8 AM 
Join us monthly on the 2nd Sat for a time of great food, and conversation.  We are going 
through “The Measure of a Man” Series. 
 

HIGH SCHOOL SUMMER CAMP | JULY 7-12 | COST $375 
We are going to Camp Tadmor high school Summer Camp is available to incoming 9th 
graders and older. When you register, you will need to place a $50 deposit. For all the 
details and to register: isonrise.com/events 
 

SUMMER IN USA (SUSA) | JUNE 28-JULY 28 
Host a Basque student this summer for a month in this reverse-mission 
opportunity. Contact Mandi Bailey at sonrise@summerintheusa.com 
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