
Use Wisdom but Know Its Limitations – Ecclesiastes 8:1-17 
(Life After God • March 30/31, 2019) 

 
HOOK: ————————————————————————————————————————— 
 As a young man I fell deeply in love with God. The deepest desire of my heart was to know him and early in 
my faith I read these words that expressed this… 
 My child, listen to what I say, and treasure my commands. Tune your ears to wisdom and concentrate on 
understanding. Cry out for insight, and ask for understanding. Search for them as you would for silver; seek 
them like hidden treasures. Then you will understand what it means to fear the LORD, and you will gain 
knowledge of God.  
 For the LORD grants wisdom! From his mouth come knowledge and understanding. He grants a treasure of 
common sense to the honest. He is a shield to those who walk with integrity. He guards the paths of the just and 
protects those who are faithful to him.  
 Then you will understand what is right, just, and fair, and you will find the right way to go. For wisdom will 
enter your heart, and knowledge will fill you with joy. Wise choices will watch over you. Understanding will 
keep you safe. Proverbs 2:1-11 (NLT) That’s exactly what I wanted! The most pressing thing on my young 
mind was this: “God, what do you want me to DO? God, what do you want me to BE? God, what is YOUR will 
for my life?” And it was all answered right there! 
 Solomon wrote those words as an introduction to his wisdom book called Proverbs. He sets up a model that 
the rest of the Bible supports. It’s easily understood with Five Words of Wisdom: Precept, Principle, Person, 
Protection, & Provision. God never gives a command for our harm, but for our protection and provision. As 
our Father, he knows what is best for us. By following his precepts and living by his principles we become 
more like the person of God. That’s God’s will for our lives. To be like him! 
 What are you searching for in life? What is your deepest desire, really? 
 
BOOK: ————————————————————————————————————————— 
 As human beings, we too often settle for a lesser pursuit. C. S. Lewis said it well in his book, The Weight of 
Glory… “It would seem that Our Lord finds our desires not too strong, but too weak. We are half-hearted 
creatures, fooling about with drink and sex and ambition when infinite joy is offered us, like an ignorant child 
who wants to go on making mud pies in a slum because he cannot imagine what is meant by the offer of a 
holiday at the sea. We are far too easily pleased.” – C.S. Lewis, The Weight of Glory 
 Today we’re going to see Solomon lean into this challenge of pursuing God’s Wisdom above all things, but 
also realize that all of the wisdom in the world will not fix everything. Although wisdom will help us survive in 
an unjust world, wisdom does not understand all the ways God works in the world. 
 Solomon begins in Ecclesiastes 8:1… How wonderful to be wise, to analyze and interpret things. Wisdom 
lights up a person’s face, softening its harshness. Ecclesiastes 8:1 (NLT) 
 Solomon points out the value of wisdom, and that it not only improves your mind, but shows up on your 
face! I have found in my own life that I’m most joyful and most satisfied when I have immersed myself in the 
presence of God and soaked up the wisdom of his Word. 
 Solomon begins this chapter by saying that in a world full of questions, it's wonderful to know the absolutes 
of life—and where they come from. No matter how wise we become, there are some things in life we just can’t 
understand. But the revealed will of God is all about his character and becoming like him. That changes your 
countenance. 
 A prominent atheist named Matthew Parris wrote in a 2008 essay about a strange phenomenon that he had 
observed in Africa. Amazingly, as an atheist, he wrote an essay for The Times titled, “Why Africa Needs God.” 
Although Parris made it clear that he does not believe in God at all, he admitted that Christianity made a 
tangible difference in the lives of people he knew in his boyhood home of Malawi and in other countries across 
Africa. Not only did he admire the good work that Christians were doing to care for the poor and sick, but he 
also liked the way they looked. He wrote, “The Christians were different. Their faith appeared to have liberated 
and relaxed them. There was a liveliness, a curiosity, an engagement with the world…Whenever we entered a 
territory worked by missionaries, we had to acknowledge that something changed in the faces of the people we 



passed and spoke to: something in their eyes.” 
 Has your relationship with God shown up on your face? It should! 
 I have thought deeply about all that goes on here under the sun, where people have the power to hurt each 
other. I have seen wicked people buried with honor. Yet they were the very ones who frequented the Temple and 
are now praised in the same city where they committed their crimes! This, too, is meaningless. When a crime is 
not punished quickly, people feel it is safe to do wrong. But even though a person sins a hundred times and still 
lives a long time, I know that those who fear God will be better off. The wicked will not prosper, for they do not 
fear God. Their days will never grow long like the evening shadows. Ecclesiastes 8:9-13 (NLT) 
 One of the most frustrating things about life is that justice not always prevail in our lifetimes. Sometimes it 
seems that evil comes out the victor, but Solomon reminds us that evil does not ultimately win. 
 ILLUS: I remember as a kid watching an old TV show called, Alfred Hitchcock Presents and he had an 
episode called, “The Crooked Road” that followed the unjust nature of a small corrupt southern town. A young 
couple fond themselves falsely accused of speeding, the police damaged their car and then out of nowhere a tow 
truck driver came up and took their car away. The husband protested and was hit by the tow truck driver. The 
police took them to jail and when they stood before the judge, he refused to hear their side of the story and held 
them in contempt. After paying all of the exorbitant fines and receiving their slanderous insults, they left town 
to go on their way. 
 Now, when I watched that episode as a child, my blood boiled. How dare people in power take advantage of 
others in such an unjust way! How dare people use their influence to tear down others! But, then the last scene 
came up and it all made sense. As the couple drove out of that corrupt small town, the wife reached into her 
purse and pulled out a tape recorder that had a label that said, “State Highway Commission, Special 
Investigation Committee.” Yes! They were undercover investigators working to shut down corruption. That’s 
how I want everything in life to go! But you and I know it doesn’t always work out that way. 
 In one sense though, God does have a giant recorder, and he knows everything that is ever said and ever 
done in this world. One day, the unrighteous will stand before him, and the recording of all their wicked actions 
will be played for them to see. Justice will be served in the end. GOSPEL 
 And this is not all that is meaningless in our world. In this life, good people are often treated as though they 
were wicked, and wicked people are often treated as though they were good. This is so meaningless! 
Ecclesiastes 8:14 (NLT) 
 Continuing on his theme, Solomon reminds us that someday justice will catch up to the wicked—we just 
can’t be sure when. In the meantime, life will not always appear just. The righteous will suffer in the short term 
and the wicked will prosper. So what can you do today? Do right! Trust God! Pray for people! Don’t let what 
you can’t control your prayers for the lost. 
 So I recommend having fun, because there is nothing better for people in this world than to eat, drink, and 
enjoy life. That way they will experience some happiness along with all the hard work God gives them under the 
sun. Ecclesiastes 8:15 (NLT) Solomon says that sometimes the best you can do is enjoy the life God has given 
you and not worry about what you can’t change. 
 In my search for wisdom and in my observation of people’s burdens here on earth, I discovered that there is 
ceaseless activity, day and night. I realized that no one can discover everything God is doing under the sun. Not 
even the wisest people discover everything, no matter what they claim. Ecclesiastes 8:16-17 (NLT) 
 Solomon reminds us today that there are some things in life that just won’t make sense. But that doesn’t 
mean that you abandon God in the process of trying to understand it all. Let’s not forget that we serve a 
sovereign God who is also a loving Father who will never forsake us. 
 
LOOK: ————————————————————————————————————————— 
 Interview with Pastor Taylor (SLIDE: Mental Awareness Group) 
 
TOOK: ————————————————————————————————————————— 
 So where do you go when nothing seems to make sense? 
 In these verses in Ecclesiastes 8, Solomon shows us that wisdom endures even when we don’t understand. 
Life is not fair, and sometimes God doesn’t give us answers. So where do you turn to in these moments of 



confusion? 
 ILLUS: Flying in the fog, you can’t rely on your senses. You have to rely on the instruments that are on the 
panel. They don’t lie. 
 Sometimes this is how it is with life. We get enveloped in the fog of pain and suffering and don’t know 
which way is up. If we looked at the circumstances around us, we’ll end up discarding all reason and flying 
straight into the ground. When we don’t know what’s going on…when nothing makes sense…we have to fly by 
the instrument panel. You don’t abandon your faith because you can’t figure it out. You don’t take matters into 
your own hands because God didn’t behave the way you wanted him to behave. You trust in what you know—
not in how you feel. That’s flying by the instrument panel of Truth. 
 Obey what you know to obey, enjoy what you can enjoy and, for the rest, wait on the timing and purposes of 
God. When life throws you into a bank of clouds, be sure and fly by the panel, not by your natural senses. 
 PRAYER 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Discipleship Questions 
(Community, Women’s, Men’s Groups plus Family and Friends) 

 

Use Wisdom but Know Its Limitations - Ecclesiastes 8:1-17 (Week 11) 
 
HEAD: These questions help you examine the truth of God’s Word. 
 
1. What verse in this text impacted you the most? Why? 
 
2. The bible says a lot more about wisdom. Is there a specific scripture verse or story that has had personal 
significance to you? 
 
HEART: These questions help you wrestle with what you believe. 
 
3. Quote from an atheist in Africa: “The Christians were different. Their faith appeared to have liberated and 
relaxed them. There was a liveliness, a curiosity, an engagement with the world…Whenever we entered a 
territory worked by missionaries, we had to acknowledge that something changed in the faces of the people we 
passed and spoke to: something in their eyes.”  
 
How has your faith in Jesus liberated you? Where do you long for further liberation? 
 
4. By following God’s precepts (commands) and living by his principles we become more like the person of 
God. That’s God’s will for our lives. To be like him! 
 
What are you really searching for in life?   
What is your deepest desire, really? 
Paint a picture with words: What does it mean, “to be like Him (God). 
 
HANDS: These questions help you bring the truth into your everyday life. 
 
5. Solomon says that sometimes the best you can do is enjoy the life God has given you and not worry about 
what you can’t change.  
 
Share what you enjoy and are grateful for in your current life. Spend some time praising God. 
         
HABITS: These questions help you develop behaviors that change your life and others. 
 
6. Get in a quiet place alone for 15 minutes. Pray this prayer: 
 
“Jesus, I invite you to sit close to me. Take my hand and walk with me through my life (Relationship with you, 
relationships with others, family, church, work, hobbies, finances, past and addictions). Show me where I need 
your wisdom? 
 
 What did Jesus show you? What did Jesus say? How will Jesus partner with you? What is your next step? 



MEN’S FRATERNITY MARRIAGE CLASS | APRIL 7 | 9:00AM 
Do you have a vision of what it really means to be a husband? “A Man and his 
Marriage” is a six-week video series featuring a variety of speakers that lays out an 
inspiring picture of God’s vision for marriage. Office Lobby | Call Daniel: (503) 730-
5968 | Register online: isonrise.com/events 
 
MENTAL WELLNESS GROUP | THURSDAYS | APRIL 4 | 6:30PM 
Have you ever struggled with depression or anxiety? The Mental Wellness group 
aims to provide support and insight through a combination of evidence-based tools 
and Biblical teachings. Register online: isonrise.com/events. 
 

INDIAN MINISTRY | JEEVAN JYOTHI | APRIL 7 | 7-8PM 
Join us at our monthly multi-ethnic gathering for worship, a meal and fellowship. 
Upcoming Dates: April 7th- May 5th – June 2nd  
Contact: Pastor Francis 904.534.4788 Held in Fireside Room. 
 

IGNITE | WOMEN’S EVENT | APRIL 13 | 10AM-NOON 
Do you long to know God more intimately?  Do you desire to hear the voice of God? 
Join speaker Shereen Horton and us, as we learn to prepare our hearts to connect with 
God and respond to his great love for us. Bron Hall | Childcare Provided | Register 
online: isonrise.com/events 
 

GOOD FRIDAY AT 26 WEST | APRIL 19 | 7PM 
Join us as we gather with other churches for a Good Friday event at 26 West 
Church: 2900 NE Century Blvd. Hillsboro, OR 97124 
 

EASTER EGG HUNT | QUATAMA ELEMENTARY | APRIL 20 | 10AM 
Join us Saturday, April 20th for this community event. Invite your friends! The hunt 
will be held right next door to Sonrise at Quatama Elementary, 6905 NE Campus 
Way 
 

NIGHT OF WORSHIP | JUNE 21 | 7-8PM 
 Join us, for a powerful evening of praise and worship as our church family comes 
together with others under one roof to lift up the name of Jesus, for our quarterly 
Friday night of worship. Main auditorium Sonrise church.  
 



LEAD CLASS | APRIL 27 | 9-11 AM 
This is the final in our four step Discipleship Pathway classes. Light breakfast served 
at 8:30am. Childcare provided. Register online: isonrise.com/events 
 

CONNECT CLASS | APRIL 27 | 9-11 AM 
This is the first in our four step Discipleship Pathway classes. Light breakfast served 
at 8:30am. Childcare provided. Register online: isonrise.com/events 
 

FLOURISH WOMEN’S CONFERENCE | MAY 10-11 | FRI 6:30-8:30PM & 
SAT 8:30AM-12:30PM 
Save the Date! More information coming. 
 

MEN’S BREAKFAST | MAY 11 | 8 AM 
Join us monthly on the 2nd Sat for a time of great food, and conversation.  We are 
going through “The Measure of a Man” Series. 
   
HIGH SCHOOL SUMMER CAMP | JULY 7-12 | COST $375 
We are going to Camp Tadmor high school Summer Camp is available to incoming 
9th graders and older. When you register, you will need to place a $50 deposit. For 
all the details and to register: isonrise.com/events 
 

SUMMER IN USA (SUSA) | JUNE 28-JULY 28 
Host a Basque student this summer for a month in this reverse-mission 
opportunity. Contact Mandi Bailey at sonrise@summerintheusa.com  
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