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HOOK: ————————————————————————————————————————— 
 The past several years I have been thinking a lot about the world in which we find ourselves in today. 
Culture has shifted and followers of Jesus have done a bad job of noticing and responding to these changes. 
Today, you and I live in a Post-Christian America, and we are ill-equipped to understand it, let alone to know 
how to thrive in it. Let me explain: 
 A Pre-Christian culture believes in many gods. Each person is a victim to fate, and the world is full of 
irrational spiritual forces. To survive, people must obey the taboos of the gods—through turning to shaman and 
witch doctors for guidance and protection. The world is a frightening, spiritually charged place. People feel 
overwhelmed by forces beyond their control. The book of Acts illustrates the Apostle Paul encountering this 
culture everywhere he went with the good news of Jesus. 
 A Christian culture is rooted in the Judeo-Christian ethic. It centers its order on the worship of the one true 
God. The whole of the universe is arranged by God in a rational, sacred order. The presence of God ensures 
justice and order. Since God reveals himself through Scripture, people find peace, security, and faith by 
worshiping God and obeying his commands in the world. The past two thousand years have seen the expansion 
of such a Christian culture. 
 A Post-Christian culture exist primarily to define itself against the past Christian culture. Its energy is 
devoted to deconstructing the sacred commandments and prohibitions of the Christian culture. The only 
authority is found with each person, and all authority that challenges and restricts the autonomy of the 
individual must be burned to the ground. The ultimate authority in this culture is the self, and anyone or 
anything that threatens this belief is dangerous and must be destroyed. 
 That’s the world in which you and I live today. It’s the world that our children will inherit. The past sixty 
years have seen a slowly growing shift in our cultures. Now, don’t get me wrong, the sky is not falling—but the 
tectonic plates have shifted, and the currents of the sea now move a different direction. 
 
BOOK: ————————————————————————————————————————— 
 That’s why I’m so excited by our journey through the book of Ecclesiastes. Ecclesiastes mirrors our 
modern, current culture. And just like Solomon (the author of Ecclesiastes), our American culture has chosen to 
leave God behind and turned out trust to our Pleasure, our Riches, and our Security. 
 Most people don’t like to read the book of Ecclesiastes because they find it depressing, but Ecclesiastes is a 
great book, written by a man who went on a search for life in all the wrong places. Solomon’s quest for life is 
an ancient version of Jack Kerouac’s On the Road, where the author searches for life in any way possible by 
traveling the United States and enjoying jazz, poetry, sex, and drugs. But unlike Kerouac’s beat generation, 
Solomon comes full circle and reveals life at the end of the road. Solomon’s book could be called, At the End 
of the Road. 
 In essence, he writes to you and to me, so that we might learn from his mistakes and avoid the dead-end 
roads of life that we believe will lead to happiness and meaning. Solomon says, “Let me tell you about my 
choices that promised me everything…but ended up giving me nothing.” This is a look at a man in his old age 
who ran every game, pursued every path, and burnt every bridge. Let’s jump right in to the very first words of 
the book: 
 These are the words of the Teacher, King David’s son, who ruled in Jerusalem.  
 Older Bible translations use the term Preacher, but that’s a poor translation. More modern translations call 
the author a Teacher, but that still misses the point. The Hebrew word the author uses for himself is a Hebrew 
word that best means the Philosophy Professor. His whole approach is not to teach us some truth, but to get us 
to understand something deeper than mere facts—so he asks questions. There is an art to asking questions! 
 Jesus knew this! Did you know that Jesus asked 307 questions in the gospels? It’s a great way to teach. The 
book of Ecclesiastes will only be understood if you realize it’s a book of questions, not answers. Ecclesiastes 
may be thousands of years old, but the questions are the same, yesterday, today, and tomorrow. 
 Here is his thesis: “Everything is meaningless,” says the Teacher, “completely meaningless!”  



 Solomon begins his book by declaring that everything in life is futile or meaningless. Solomon liked that 
word meaningless because he used it thirty-eight times in this book. The word means “emptiness, futility, vapor, 
that which vanishes quickly and leaves nothing behind.” It’s like the morning fog that rises up and is then gone 
in a short while. He then goes on to illustrate this in the various ways we try to find meaning and purpose in life. 
The American poet Carl Sandburg compared life to “an onion—you peel it off one layer at a time, and 
sometimes you weep.” Let’s look at the layers of the onion that Solomon peels away. 
 What do people get for all their hard work under the sun? Generations come and generations go, but the 
earth never changes. The sun rises and the sun sets, then hurries around to rise again. The wind blows south, 
and then turns north. Around and around it goes, blowing in circles. Rivers run into the sea, but the sea is never 
full. Then the water returns again to the rivers and flows out again to the sea. Everything is wearisome beyond 
description. No matter how much we see, we are never satisfied. No matter how much we hear, we are not 
content. 
 Here’s this week’s question, “What do people get for all their hard work under the sun?” This word get is a 
unique word in the Bible, but it’s used throughout Ecclesiastes. It’s a word that means leftover, and it’s a word 
that means profit. Solomon asks you and me, “after all of our hard work…when all is said and done…what will 
you have to show for your life? What is your life for? What is your life accomplishing? What difference are you 
making?” 
 It gets worse! He says, “Generations come and generations go, but the earth never changes.” Science 
teaches us that the earth is billions of years old. What makes you think that your 70-80 years matters in the 
history of life and the universe? But he gets to this little phrase that helps us out (and it comes up again and 
again). The phrase? “Under the sun.” This is the key to understanding Solomon’s thinking is this: He is saying 
to you and to me that if all we ever think about is this natural world, then all our life will be meaningless. He’s 
saying that if we leave out God and live for this life only, then we’re the most hopeless of all people. 
 So many people are living as if a spiritual life is optional, and just a private, subjective experience. If you 
need it, then pursue it. But me? I have thrown out God. I don’t need him, nor the very idea of God. When I use 
the term Post-Christian, I don’t mean that we are after the Christian Era as much as I mean it doesn’t even 
matter anymore. Christianity has become irrelevant in our modern age with post-modern thinking. If no one can 
be sure about God, then all we have is now, life under the sun. 
 Solomon says that if we think this way and live this way then nothing, nothing, you’ve ever done, nothing 
anyone has ever done makes any difference at all. There’s no gain. There’s no profit. 
 One of the hypocrisies I see all around me is this belief in evolution. If it’s all about survival of the fittest, 
then why worry about the animals going extinct? Why worry about racism? Why worry about sexism? Why 
worry about any kind of moral issue. Why worry about the environment? If there is no higher moral foundation 
then morality is what you decide it should be. Whether you live a life of violence and oppression and racism 
and genocide or whether you live a life of humanitarian concern and compassion in the end will mean nothing. 
It will make no difference. Everything will be over. There’s no gain. Everything will end in nothing. Futility! 
Futility! All is futility if life under the sun is all there is. “I just hope I’ll make the world a better place to live.” 
 The Philosopher says, “Give me a break! If life under the sun is all there is, if there is no God who created 
you, and if there is no God sustaining the universe, if there’s no eternity, if there’s no afterlife, there is no way 
you can make a dent. You are like the footprint on the sand right at the ocean edge.” You put your foot on the 
sand, you make a footprint, you lift your foot out, and immediately it fills up and it’s gone. Solomon says that 
without God your life has no lasting purpose. 
 C.S. Lewis (another great philosopher) confronted this idea when he said, “All we have is life under the sun, 
which means we really don’t know that there’s any meaning in life. We weren’t put here for a purpose. We are 
the result of an accidental collision of molecules.” As Jacques Monod, a French biologist said, “Do you know 
why we exist? Our number came up like in a Monte Carlo game. We won in the crapshoot. We are accidentally 
created by the universe to be conscious of the fact that we’re accidents.” 
 The hypocrisy of our modern culture says, “My origin is insignificant, my destiny is insignificant, but while 
we’re here, we have to work for human rights, for animal rights, for the environment, for the poor, and for the 
underclass.” Why? If my origin is insignificance and my destiny is insignificance, have the guts to admit your 
life is insignificant. If all of life is lived under the sun, with God left out of the picture, then it has no meaning. 



There are no answers and no hope but to achieve all that you can achieve. 
 Solomon continues…History merely repeats itself. It has all been done before. Nothing under the sun is 
truly new. Sometimes people say, “Here is something new!” But actually it is old; nothing is ever truly new. We 
don’t remember what happened in the past, and in future generations, no one will remember what we are doing 
now. Ecclesiastes 1:1-11 (NLT) 
 At funerals I hear all the time, “He or she made the world a better place.” According to Solomon, there is 
no way you can make a difference in the world with your life. None! Life without God tells us that when it 
comes to human history, your life is insignificant. In verse 11, he says, “There is no remembrance of men of 
old, and even those who are yet to come will not be remembered by those who follow.” How much do you 
remember about your own great-great grandparents? How much do you even remember about them, and they’re 
your own great-great grandparents? (ILLUS: Gleason genealogy paper) 
 
LOOK: ————————————————————————————————————————— 
 Here’s why I believe that God matters. If all of life is lived “under the sun,” they you’ll die “under the 
sun.” But, if you find that there IS a power and purpose higher than yourself, then (and only then) can you find 
a reason for life. When you discover there is a God and come to know and serve him, then life under the sun 
begins to make sense. 
 When you come to know God, you begin to understand that everything in this life is just a reflection of the 
truth of God’s purpose and plan—then life begins to be exciting! If there is more to this life than living and 
dying, then one day—long after this life is over—you’ll be able to look back and see that what you did here 
matters for all eternity. 
 Let me give you an example. It’s been nearly twenty years since I sat with Billy at KFC and shared the 
message of Jesus with him. That’s when he said “yes” to following Jesus and we prayed right then and there. 
That decision didn’t just matter “under the sun.” That decision matter for all eternity. If Billy lives another 
twenty years he will still look back and say that it was the best decision he ever made. BUT what about in 
twenty thousand years? Or twenty million years? Or twenty billion years? Billy and I will still be in the eternal 
presence of God laughing and talking about that afternoon in KFC—because that day changed his eternity! I’m 
sure that I could have given him advice on his marriage or on his children or on his investments—but all those 
will be long gone. My friends, today can count for forever! 
 Maybe you’re here and you still don’t really believe in a personal, loving God, but you still want to make 
your life count. You want there to be right and wrong, compassion and mercy, beauty and order, you want life 
to have meaning. Guess what? That’s awesome! You’re living as if there is a God! The reason you think and 
feel and act this way is because God has put this inside of you. Life has meaning—and we know it! 
 The purpose of your life is far greater than your happiness. It’s far greater than your personal fulfillment. It 
is far greater than your success. It’s far greater than your dreams or ambitions. You were made by God and for 
God and until you understand that, life doesn’t make sense. 
 Jesus said it well, If you try to hang on to your life, you will lose it. But if you give up your life for my sake, 
you will save it. And what do you benefit if you gain the whole world but lose your own soul? Is anything worth 
more than your soul? Matthew 26:25-26 (NLT) 
 Friends, if you try to find purpose for your life under the sun, you’ll lose more than this life. You’ll lose the 
life to come. BUT, if you live this life as if it is simple a part of the real life to come, then you’ll find true life 
and meaning. 
 
TOOK: ————————————————————————————————————————— 
 Just before I moved to Hillsboro to become your youth pastor in 1994, I read a powerful book called, Life 
After God, by Douglas Coupland. He’s the one who came up with the term “Generation X.” The book was a 
journey into the hearts and minds of the first generation to openly reject God. The story of he and his friends in 
the Pacific Northwest gripped my heart as they tried to wrestle through their new “normal” without any moral 
grounding in a higher authority. It was bleak at times, but what so gripped my heart were the very last words of 
the book. Let me read them to you: “Now here is my secret: I tell it to you with an openness of heart that I 
doubt I shall ever achieve again, so I pray that you are in a quiet room as you hear these words. My secret is 



that I need God—that I am sick and can no longer make it alone. I need God to help me give, because I no 
longer seem to be capable of giving; to help me be kind, as I no longer seem capable of kindness; to help me 
love, as I seem beyond being able to love.” – Douglas Coupland, Life After God 
 Here was an honest look at searching for a new meaning in life after you have abandoned and discarded 
God. My friends, the more we run from God the more we run right into our need for him. 
 

DISCIPLESHIP QUESTIONS  
 
 Ecclesiastes mirrors our modern, current culture. And just like Solomon (the author of Ecclesiastes), our 
American culture has chosen to leave God behind and turned our trust to our Pleasure, our Riches, and our 
Security. Most people don’t like to read the book of Ecclesiastes because they find it depressing, but 
Ecclesiastes is a great book, written by a man who went on a search for life in all the wrong places.  
 In essence, Solomon writes to you and to me, so that we might learn from his mistakes and avoid the dead-
end roads of life that we believe will lead to happiness and meaning. Solomon says, “Let me tell you about my 
choices that promised me everything…but ended up giving me nothing.”  
 
HEAD: These questions help you examine the truth of God’s Word. 
1. What is one truth that you heard in the sermon that impacted your head, heart or hands? Why?  
 
A Post-Christian culture exists primarily to define itself against the past Christian culture. We’ve moved from 
a post-modern indifference to genuine post-Christian hostility. The only authority is found with each person, 
and all authority that challenges and restricts the autonomy of the individual must be burned to the ground. The 
ultimate authority in this culture is the self, and anyone or anything that threatens this belief is dangerous and 
must be destroyed. 
 
2. Have an open conversation about how you are seeing or experiencing “A Post Christian Culture.” How has 
it impacted you? Why? 
  
HEART: These questions help you wrestle with what you believe.  
3. If you could change the name of the Book of Ecclesiastes - What would you call it and why? Please explain. 
 
4. Dig into and unpack this verse and thought:  
 
If you try to hang on to your life, you will lose it. But if you give up your life for my sake, you will save it. And 
what do you benefit if you gain the whole world but lose your own soul? Is anything worth more than your 
soul? Matthew 26:25-26 (NLT) 
 
“You were made by God and for God and until you understand that, life doesn’t make sense.”  
 
HANDS: These questions help apply and live out real-life application 
When you come to know God, you begin to understand that everything in this life is just a reflection of the truth 
of God’s purpose and plan - then life begins to make sense.  
5. What is one area of your life that God is asking you to come to your senses and reflect His purpose and  
6. plans? What is one step you could take towards obedience to Him today? 
 



HABITS: These questions help you develop beliefs and behaviors that change your life. 

7. Please take personal ownership (stewardship) and read through or listen to Ecclesiastes this week. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SONRISE ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

NEW YEAR-NEW GROUPS | STARTING JAN-MARCH | TIMES VARY 
See full list online at groups.isonrise.com. Watch for an email Jan 2nd over 13 new groups to choose 
from. 
 
SOS SHELTER AT ORENCO STATION |DEC-FEB| 90 DAY COLD 
WEATHER SHELTER 
All volunteers must be 18 and older. There are many different volunteer opportunities that fit any skill 
level. Email sos@isonrise.com for questions or just sign up www.sos-shelter.org/volunteer 
 
JEEVAN JYOTHI |JAN 27TH |7-8PM 
This is a monthly multi-ethnic gathering for worship, meal and fellowship. No Feb Gathering. 
Upcoming Dates: March 3rd- April 7th- May 5th – June 2nd 

Contact: Pastor Francis 904.534.4788 Held in Fireside Room. 
 
MEN’S WINTERHAWKS GAME | JAN 27TH | 5 PM |COST $25 
Register online: by Jan 15th | at the Moda Center 
 
OPEN MISSION TRIPS | JOIN A TEAM 
Cuba - April 2019, contact: Courtney Dodds crdodds4@gmail.com 
 
MEN’S BREAKFAST | FEB 9 | 8 AM 
Join us monthly on the 2nd Sat for a time of great food, and conversation. We are going through “The 
Measure of a Man” 
 
YOUTH WINTER RETREAT | FEB 15TH-17TH | $125 
Camp Wienma | Sign up online at ISONRISE.COM/YOU 
 
GROW CLASS | FEB 16 | 9-11 AM 
This is the second in our four step Discipleship Pathway classes. Light breakfast served at 8:30am. 
Register online: isonrise.com/events 
 
MEMBERSHIP ORIENTATION | FEB 17 | 11AM 
Sonrise Membership Orientation is always offered the Sunday after each CONNECT, GROW, 
SERVE, or LEAD class. Childcare available in Children’s Ministry. 
 
FAMILY CAMP | JULY 25th-28th | NEHALEM BAY 
Save the date. Registration will open in February. 

http://www.sos-shelter.org/volunteer
mailto:crdodds4@gmail.com

	Just before I moved to Hillsboro to become your youth pastor in 1994, I read a powerful book called, Life After God, by Douglas Coupland. He’s the one who came up with the term “Generation X.” The book was a journey into the hearts and minds of the f...
	Here was an honest look at searching for a new meaning in life after you have abandoned and discarded God. My friends, the more we run from God the more we run right into our need for him.
	Save the date. Registration will open in February.

