
Help! My Heritage Has Been Stolen! 
(Identity Theft • June 15/16, 2019) 

 
HOOK: ————————————————————————————————————————— 
 In the 1970’s anybody who watched TV knew about Ron Popeil. He is the originator of the infomercial and 
the commercial genius who led Ronco. Ronco manufactured and sold an ongoing stream of items with his 
famous sales pitch. Ron Popeil is the original “As-Seen-On-TV” personality. Remember these? 
 Chop-O-Matic: A hand food processor. “Ladies and gentlemen, I’m going to show you the greatest kitchen 
appliance ever made—All your onions chopped to perfection without shedding a single tear.” 
 GLH-9 (Great Looking Hair Formula #9): “Spray on hair in a can!” 
 Smokeless Ashtray: “An ashtray with a fan to draw smoke away!” 
 Inside-The-Shell Egg Scrambler: “Gets rid of those slimy egg whites.” 
 Electric Food Dehydrator: “Instead of giving kids candy, give them apple snacks or banana chips.” 
 Record Vacuum: “No more static and dust on your precious records!” 
 Mr. Microphone: “A short-range hand-held radio transmitter that broadcasts your singing over any FM 
radio!” 
 Roller Measure: “Perfect for carpenters, seamstresses, or interior decorators!” 
 Rhinestone Stud Setter: “It changes everyday clothing into exciting fashions, and you don’t have to spend 
a fortune…But wait, there’s more!” 
 Pocket Fisherman: “A small, folding fishing pole. It’s the biggest fishing invention since the hook…and 
still only $19.95!” I had a Pocket Fisherman! 
 I loved these commercials as a kid. Do you know why? They sold me dreams! I never knew I needed to 
chop up my food until I saw it on a commercial. 
 As a child I thought these things could change my life. What I didn’t know before the commercial, I knew 
right afterwards: My life was incomplete without the latest Ronco product! I was happy up to that point, but then 
I knew my life had a great big hole in it that could only be filled with the Pocket Fisherman. In my dreams I was 
driving in my pickup truck and as I rode along, I saw a stream full of fish and all I had to do was to reach into 
my glove box and “Viola! Fish!” 
 But once I actually had one, I was let down and disappointed. Why? For one, I wasn’t old enough to drive—
but really because Ron Popeil had made a promise to me—and somehow his product just did not deliver. The 
message our world shouts to us is that there is something wrong with your life. You are incomplete and unfilled. 
If you buy this product your life will be happy again and fulfilled. Music, magazines, movies, TV, radio, all sell 
this message. 
 Did you know that 100 years ago America was a country where the main purpose of our free markets was to 
make sure that “there was not a single dissatisfied customer?” After WWI and into WWII things began to shift 
and those who had worked with our government to create psychological warfare to influence the enemy while 
we were at war began to be used by companies to ensure their survival once our nation was at peace. Since that 
time the main goal of advertisement has ceased to be about the virtue of a product but has become about the 
deep dissatisfaction we face without their product. 
 Have you ever stopped to consider that this commercialization of our world has taken over our spiritual 
beliefs? As a pastor I see it all the time. People come to church because they have a need—but once the need is 
fulfilled, they leave and only show up when their need returns. Or people judge a church based upon whether or 
not their needs are fulfilled—and will quickly leave to find another church that does a better job of meeting 
their needs! 
 What’s worse is when we begin to treat God this way: 
 Is your God like a Rhinestone Stud Setter? Is your God kept in a box and only pulled out when you need to 
add some sparkle and pizazz to your life? 
 Is your God like a Pocket Fisherman? Is your God kept away in the dark, in a glove box, ready to be used 
whenever you have a need? 
 If your God is a product, then you will keep him in a box on the shelf and only pull him out when you have 
a need. Unless God is not a product! 



 I think the way we too often interact with God is the way we interact with any other product. We are so 
consumer oriented and we take this into how we relate to God. 
 
BOOK: ————————————————————————————————————————— 
 As we honor Father’s Day this weekend, I want to wrap up our series called Identity Theft by taking a look 
at our ultimate identity—who God is—and then taking our cues from him versus making God in our image and 
being disappointed with what we have created. 
 While Jesus was on the earth, he interacted with two key groups. One was the religious people. They had 
taken all of their knowledge of God, memorized it, and made it a salvation plan.  Since they were the religious 
rulers, they kept the authority to themselves and ended up using their power and influence to make it difficult 
for others to come into a relationship with God. Then there were the irreligious people. These people had given 
up on God because their lifestyle was far from what God desired. But, they too, created formulas and systems to 
used them to try to reach out to God. 
 But Jesus came on the scene to teach about God, he didn’t come and give them a formula to interact with 
and impress God. Why not? Because if we had a formula, we would end up trusting in our formula and not God. 
My friends, God is not a product and God is not a magic formula to meet your consumeristic need. God is far 
more than a something we can use and control! 
 So, Jesus came on the scene and blew both groups away. I love how Eugene Peterson communicates this as 
he tells the story of Jesus teaching his disciples how to pray in Matthew 6: 
 And when you come before God, don’t turn that into a theatrical production either. All these people making 
a regular show out of their prayers, hoping for stardom! Do you think God sits in a box seat? Matthew 6:5 
(MES) 
 Isn’t that great? Don’t think you’re here to impress God. Don’t work to put on a show! Just go in and be 
with God. 
  Here’s what I want you to do: Find a quiet, secluded place so you won’t be tempted to role-play before 
God. Just be there as simply and honestly as you can manage. The focus will shift from you to God, and you will 
begin to sense his grace. Matthew 6:6 (MES) 
 If you want to relate to God, find a quiet place so you won’t be tempted to roleplay your religion before 
God. Don’t put on a show—God loves you—not your performance! After all, it’s not about you anyway. It’s all 
about God. Only then will you be able to sense his grace moving in your life. 
 The world is full of so-called prayer warriors who are prayer-ignorant. They’re full of formulas and 
programs and advice, peddling techniques for getting what you want from God. Don’t fall for that nonsense. 
This is your Father you are dealing with, and he knows better than you what you need. With a God like this 
loving you, you can pray very simply. Matthew 6:7-8 (MES) 
 God is not a Genie in a bottle. You can’t have control over God. If you pray all of your prayers God is not 
obligated to serve you. God is your Father in Heaven. 
 Jesus is saying, “If the primary reason you pray is because others are watching you, or you’re going to a 
restaurant with some other Christians, and you’ve got to cover that base…or you’re at a Christian meeting–
good, you got it.” 
 Jesus is saying, “But if you pray because you want to talk to God–the God who loves you–and you want to 
have a conversation with him, tell him how you feel, ask him to help you out with something. If you’re praying 
really for the Father, because of your love for him, your relationship with him…the Father who sees in secret 
will reward you.” 
 So, Jesus gives us insight into relating to God. BUT, it’s not another formula. It’s not about praying right, 
but about relating to him as a Father. 
 Like this: 
 Our Father in heaven, reveal who you are. 
 Set the world right; 
 Do what’s best—as above, so below. 
 Keep us alive with three square meals. 
 Keep us forgiven with you and forgiving others. 



 Keep us safe from ourselves and the Devil. 
 You’re in charge! You can do anything you want! 
 You’re ablaze in beauty! Yes. Yes. Yes. Matthew 6:9-13 (MES) 
 That simple prayer gets right to the heart of the matter. Just talk to God as you would talk to your Father. 
Don’t try to put on a show. Tell him what you need and trust him to hear your needs. 
 Can I sum this up? Let God Father you! AND, don’t let anyone else Father you! 
 It’s a humble dependency upon the One who made you and wants you to relate to him—but not like you 
relate to anyone else. 
 
LOOK: ————————————————————————————————————————— 
 My friends, prayer is not like ordering a product from Amazon. Prayer is designed to develop an intimate 
personal relationship with your loving Heavenly Father. His knowledge of us should encourage us toward 
confident and focused prayer. Children feel an immediate need for candy, but a good parent considers the 
child’s long-term health. Stretch that parent’s concern and perspective to an infinite dimension, and there you 
find Father God’s loving care. Prayer does not beg favors from a reluctant shopkeeper. Prayer develops the trust 
that says, “Father, you know best.” 
 Will you trust God to provide what you need? Will you put him first and watch him provide? He’s better 
than any earthly father. He’s never failed. 
 If the primary reason why you do your spiritual stuff…if the primary reason why you do Christian 
things…if the primary reason you give…if the primary reason why you show up and serve…is to make your 
spouse happy, to make your kids happy, to make your friends happy, to make your pastor happy—if that’s what 
it’s about, that’s fine. That’s not a nasty, awful, shameful thing. All I’m saying to you, is that when your pastor 
or friends, or your kids or your spouse gives you the pat on the back…that’s payday. Don’t expect anything 
more than that. You’re getting paid from whom you’re working for. 
 But don’t ever think that you can treat God like a vending machine: money in, product out. God is not a 
product you can purchase or keep in the box. He’s God! 
 
TOOK: ————————————————————————————————————————— 
 Do you ever stop to consider that you matter dearly to God? But you can’t earn it by impressing him–or 
others. Who are you living your life for today? 
 Jesus says to you and me today: “Don’t live your life on a stage pretending to be spiritual. Don’t even do 
spiritual stuff to impress others. Stop it and learn to live your life for an AUDIENCE OF ONE.” After all, God 
is your Father. Let him Father you! 
 I want to close by praying a few verses out of Paul’s letter to the Ephesians… 
 When I think of you, I fall to my knees and pray to the Father, the Creator of everything in heaven and on 
earth. I pray that from his glorious, unlimited resources he will empower you with inner strength through his 
Spirit. Then Christ will make his home in your hearts as you trust in him. Your roots will grow down into God’s 
love and keep you strong. And may you have the power to understand, as all God’s people should, how wide, 
how long, how high, and how deep his love is. May you experience the love of Christ, though it is too great to 
understand fully. Then you will be made complete with all the fullness of life and power that comes from God. 
 Now all glory to God, who is able, through his mighty power at work within us, to accomplish infinitely 
more than we might ask or think. Glory to him in the church and in Christ Jesus through all generations forever 
and ever! Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



______________________________DISCIPLESHIP QUESTIONS_________________________________  

This week we are going to let God father us through a quiet time of listening to Him through prayer. Please read 
through the following thoughts and prayer and then Just go in and be with God. 
 
 While Jesus was on the earth, he interacted with two key groups.  
 
One was the religious people. They had taken all of their knowledge of God, memorized it, and made it a 
salvation plan.  Since they were the religious rulers, they kept the authority to themselves and ended up using 
their power and influence to make it difficult for others to come into a relationship with God.  
 
Then there were the Irreligious people. These people had given up on God because their lifestyle was far from 
what God desired. But, they too, created formulas and systems to help them to try to reach out to God. 
 
 But Jesus came on the scene to teach about God, he didn’t come and give them a formula to interact with 
and impress God. Why not? Because if we had a formula, we would end up trusting in our formula and not 
God.  
 
 I love how Eugene Peterson communicates this as he tells the story of Jesus teaching his disciples how to 
pray in Matthew 6: 
 
 And when you come before God, don’t turn that into a theatrical production either. All these people 
making a regular show out of their prayers, hoping for stardom! Do you think God sits in a box seat? 
Matthew 6:5 (MES) 
 
 Isn’t that great? Don’t think you’re here to impress God. Don’t work to put on a show! Just go in and be 
with God. 
 
  Here’s what I want you to do: Find a quiet, secluded place so you won’t be tempted to role-play before 
God. Just be there as simply and honestly as you can manage. The focus will shift from you to God, and you will 
begin to sense his grace. Matthew 6:6 (MES) 
 
 If you want to relate to God, find a quiet place so you won’t be tempted to roleplay your religion before 
God. Don’t put on a show—God loves you—not your performance! After all, it’s not about you anyway. It’s all 
about God. Only then will you be able to sense his grace moving in your life. 
 
Please pray Paul’s prayer in Ephesians… 
 
 When I think of you, I fall to my knees and pray to the Father, the Creator of everything in heaven and on 
earth. I pray that from his glorious, unlimited resources he will empower you with inner strength through his 
Spirit. Then Christ will make his home in your hearts as you trust in him. Your roots will grow down into God’s 
love and keep you strong. And may you have the power to understand, as all God’s people should, how wide, 
how long, how high, and how deep his love is. May you experience the love of Christ, though it is too great to 
understand fully. Then you will be made complete with all the fullness of life and power that comes from God. 
 Now all glory to God, who is able, through his mighty power at work within us, to accomplish infinitely 
more than we might ask or think. Glory to him in the church and in Christ Jesus through all generations forever 
and ever! Amen. 
 
Now Just go in and be with God. 
 Spend some time listening to God. What is He saying to your spirit?  

 



NIGHT OF WORSHIP | JUNE 21 | 7:00-8:00PM 

Join us for a powerful evening of praise and worship as our church family comes 

together with others under one roof to lift up the name of Jesus, at our quarterly 

Friday night of worship. Sonrise church | Main auditorium  
  

SATURDAY NIGHT SERVICE CHANGED TO SUNDAY | JUNE 23|6:00PM 
To provide and encourage a healthy rhythm of Sabbath for everyone we are 

moving our Saturday service to Sunday night 6PM starting the weekend of the June 

23. 
 

SENIOR LUNCH 60+ | MONDAY THRU THURSDAY | 11:30AM  
Join us for lunch provided by “Meals on Wheels” in the Sonrise Dining Hall. Come as 

early as 10AM for coffee, socializing and scheduled activities. Contact Gloria 503-

648-2950 
 

YESHUA BAND CONCERT | FRIDAY | JULY 12 | 6:30PM 

Our Jeevan Jyothi Indian Ministry is hosting a night of praise and good news. All are 

welcome to join us! Sonrise Church | Main Auditorium 
 

DINNER/DATE NIGHT | JUNE 21 | 7:00PM | $15 PER PERSON 

Join our HS Youth as they fundraise for summer camp. Our youth will be hosting a 

dinner/date night from 6:00PM-7:30PM on Friday, June 21st. Tickets are $15 and 

there will be a dessert auction at the end of the night. Childcare is provided. 

Register online: isonrise.com/events 
 

HOPS GAME | JULY 24| 7:00 PM | $16 PER PERSON 
Join us for a night of baseball with the “Hillsboro Hops”, bring your friends and 

family. | Register online: isonrise.com/events | Questions contact: Brent 503-407-

8820 
 

SUMMER IN USA (SUSA) | JUNE 28-JULY 28 
Host a Basque student this summer for a month in this reverse-mission 

opportunity. Contact Mandi Bailey at sonrise@summerintheusa.com 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:sonrise@summerintheusa.com


MEXICO MISSION TRIP | OCT 5-12 
Join us as we serve a community and build a house, no experience necessary, 

however, if you do have construction experience we would love to have you on our 

team. Contact Bill Brooks 503-705-8121 

 

DIVORCECARE INFORMATION MEETING | JUNE 23 |12:15PM 
Have you ever been through separation or divorce? Do you have a heart of 

compassion for people in a marital breakup? If this describes you, please pray 

about becoming involved in our church’s DivorceCare ministry team. Come learn 

more about how to be involved. Contact Scott: 503-501-7639 | Room A4 

 

BOXING |MON-FRI | 6-8PM 
TU & TH boxing conditioning | M,W,F Competition Training | Room Dining Hall 

Contact: Kimo 808-497-1497 |Cost: $30 a month  

  

4 CORE EXERCISE CLASS |TU & TH 7:30AM | TU & TH 10:00AM  

TH 6:30PM 
Contact: Lanae 503-348-6113 | Cost: $35 a month | Fireside Room  


