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Habakkuk Chapter 2 

(Hope in the Dark • June 30, 2019) 
HOOK: ————————————————————————————————————————— 

In this series we began last week, we’re exploring what to do when you run head-on into a spiritual wall; 
when you find yourself wrestling with doubts about God; when you're not quite so sure what you always 
thought was true actually is true; when, with everything in you, you want to believe God is good, but it’s hard 
because life does not seem so good. 

We’re taking a look at this through the lens of one of the most raw, honest books in the Bible, the book 
of Habakkuk. Last week we were in Habakkuk chapter one. If you were with us, you learned that Habakkuk 
chapter one is not a sitcom sermon, where all the problems are resolved in 30 minutes. Habakkuk chapter one 
left us in an uncomfortable place of questioning God. Well, today we're in chapter two and chapter two is also 
not a sitcom sermon. Just to give you a heads up: if you didn't like last week's message, you're really not going 
to like this one. Welcome to Sonrise, we're here to make you feel good about yourself.  

For those of you who missed last week, let me give you a little back story on the book of Habakkuk. We 
find Habakkuk in what are called the minor prophets in the Bible. He lived and wrote about 600 years before 
the birth of Jesus. Whereas most prophets spoke to the people on behalf of God, Habakkuk spoke to God on 
behalf of the people. Specifically, he brought an utterance, a message of doom. He said, “God, I don't 
understand why you're not taking care of those you say you love! Where are you? Don’t you care? You're 
supposed to be a just God, but I'm not so sure because you aren't you doing what I think you should do.” 
Habakkuk’s people, the people of Judah, at one time were blessed and prosperous, but in Habakkuk’s day they 
were experiencing tremendous corruption and were suffering greatly because of it. So, Habakkuk cried out to 
God, and God answered. God said, “I'm going to do something, and it's going to amaze you. If I told you, you 
wouldn't even believe it.” Habakkuk probably thought, “Finally God's going to come through. He's going to 
answer my prayers. Everything's going to be great, we're going to be happy and live blessed lives.” Instead, God 
said, “I'm going to raise up your enemy, the Babylonians, a people who are even worse than you are. They're 
going to be my instrument for bringing justice.” Habakkuk was left feeling dumbfounded. God’s response made 
absolutely no sense! 

Chapter one was all about Habakkuk wondering what God was up to but holding on to him rather than 
walking away. Chapter two is about waiting on God. Wondering is hard; waiting is harder. We don’t like to 
wait. Not only that, but everything in our culture is designed to keep us from having to wait, well except maybe 
Comcast customer service. But think about how different categories of our lives have been transformed so we 
don’t have to wait. [Illustrations: banking, food, shipping] 

We don’t like to wait. And God knows this. But let’s just say he has a different set of priorities! And we 
see this in Habakkuk chapter 2. 
BOOK: ————————————————————————————————————————— 

Habakkuk 2:1 First, notice that Habakkuk set himself in a listening, expectant posture. That’s easy to 
overlook, but it’s oh so necessary. He positioned himself in the most strategic place to see the hand of God and 
to hear the voice of God - up on the ramparts, the highest point on the protective city wall where the watchmen 
kept lookout, the best possible place to see the hand of God at work. Second, remember what he was looking 
for: an answer to his complaint. Last week we learned Habakkuk’s name means to wrestle and embrace. He 
complained to God, but he didn’t walk away from God. He admitted he had a serious complaint against God. 
But rather than walk away, he positioned himself expectantly for an answer from God. And let’s just admit, 
putting yourself in a listening, expectant posture isn't easy when you're hurting because when you're hurting all 
you want to do is tell God what he should do! 

Instead of telling God what to do in difficult times, it's important to listen to him. Our God is a God who 
speaks. First and foremost, God speaks through the Bible. If you're a follower of Jesus, I beg you to spend time 
in the Bible every single day so you can hear God speaking. God also speaks in other ways: through his Spirit 
directly in your soul; through other people; through circumstances; through sermons; through songs; through 
any means necessary. But make no mistake, he will speak to you. If you don’t hear him, don't panic. Just 
because he's silent does not mean he is absent. He's always with you. Listen for his voice. Now let me be really 
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honest with you: sometimes when you hear from God, he’ll tell you something you don't want to hear. Which is 
exactly what he did to Habakkuk in chapter 1. So, first thing Habakkuk did was ready himself to hear from God. 

Habakkuk 2:2-3 God tells Habakkuk to wait. Wondering is no fun. Waiting is worse. That’s where some 
of you right now. God, will my child ever come back to Jesus? Will you give me the marriage I want to have? 
Are you ever going to give me a job with benefits? Will you stop the migraines? Will you free me from this 
depression? God told Habakkuk, “The vision is for a future time.” The Hebrew that's translated as future time is 
mo-aid. It literally means the perfect, unstoppable timing of God. When it's mo-aid, it's coming. Count on it. 
Kind of like when it’s time for a baby to come. The doctor may set a due date, but that baby’s going to come in 
God’s time, not yours. [Illustration: Birth stories] At the perfect, unstoppable timing of God, it's going to 
happen. When it's not God's time, you can't force it; when it is God's time, you can't stop it.  

If God’s answer seems slow in coming, wait for it. It will certainly come and not delay. God’s promises 
will not be overdue a single day because his timing is perfect. You may say: “But it’s taking forever! I’m 
waiting, but I'm not seeing anything. It's not happening!” When you're in the waiting zone trying to hang on to 
your faith; when you're not seeing anything and you're getting impatient; when you're wondering and wrestling 
and waiting remember this: God's delays are not God's denials. Just because you haven't seen it, does not mean 
God will not do it. At God's perfect unstoppable time, his promises will come to pass.   

If you know the Bible even a little bit, then you know this message of waiting is not unique to 
Habakkuk. It’s all through the Bible. Abram received God’s promise: “I’m going to build a nation out of you. 
Your descendants will be like the sand on the seashore.” And then he waited years, decades even, before he 
even had one son. Joseph was given a dream of all his brothers bowing down before him, but he waited two 
decades for it to come true; and in the meantime, he was thrown into a deep pit and left for dead by his brothers. 
He was sold into slavery and then falsely accused of betraying his master and tossed into prison where he 
languished innocent for years. And then, after all that, God pulled him out of prison and made him the second 
most powerful man in Egypt. And lo and behold, his brothers came and bowed down before him. And what 
about Moses? Called to lead his people out of slavery. But when he immaturely tried to do it his way, he was 
banished to the desert for 40 years. And when he finally led his people triumphantly through the Red Sea on dry 
land and watched the Egyptian army smothered behind them - after that great victory - they wandered in the 
desert for another 40 years before arriving on the doorstep of the land God promised Abram which, if you’re 
counting, was about 700 years after God first gave Abram that promise. 

King David, you know the man after God’s own heart, the one most precious to God - waited over 20 
years after he was chosen by God to be king before actually taking the throne. 

And all through the OT, God’s people heard echoes of a deliverer, a savior, a promised messiah. They 
waited and waited while this prophet and that prophet promised, “He’s coming.” They waited all the way 
through the prophet Malachi, and then endured 400 years of silence. 

The waiting didn’t change in NT either. Yes, Jesus arrived on the scene as the promised messiah. He 
lived, died, and even rose from the grave. Surely God’s time had come, and Jesus would establish his 
everlasting kingdom on earth! His followers were ready! Instead, Jesus told them: “Go and make disciples until 
I return” and then disappeared into the clouds. His followers did what he commanded. They got busy and 
amazing things happened. The good news of Jesus spread throughout the known world. They proclaimed the 
message: “Jesus is returning! He’s coming back soon! Get ready!” And then they all died. Then the next 
generation read letters written by the first generation and they got excited! Jesus is coming soon! Get ready! 
And they died. And the next generation died, and the next generation, and the next...all the way down through 
2000 years of history to you and me. Jesus’ promise remains...unfulfilled. We’re still waiting. 

And Jesus’ disciples certainly didn’t wait for him while sitting on a beach in the Mediterranean sipping 
Mai-Tais, either. They suffered for Jesus. Take the Apostle Paul. There's probably no better example of a guy 
who deserved for God to do what he asked him to do. In 2 Corinthians, Paul described something called a thorn 
in his side. We don't know what it was, but he begged God to take it away. Three different seasons of pleading. 
God, please, I'll do anything. Have mercy on me. Please, take it away. And when God answered, he said, no. 
And then God added: my grace is enough for you. Now, if I'm Paul, I'm pushing back a little bit. “Do you 
remember what I’ve endured for you? I was beaten, left for dead, whipped across my back, shipwrecked, snake 
bitten. I was even stoned for you!” I can picture Paul saying, “After all I've been through for you, I don’t want 



         3 
your grace, I want your power. Peter, he needs your grace. Remember, he denied you not once, but three times? 
Give him your grace. And Thomas, mister I'm not going to believe unless I see, give him your grace. I want 
your power. Ever feel like that? God, do you remember what I’ve sacrificed for you? Won't you get on with it 
and do something for me? God responds so gently, “What you want is not what I'm going to give you. I need 
you to trust me: what I'm going to give you is so much better.” 

Ever wonder why God delays? Does he just get a kick out of watching us squirm? Here’s what God 
knows (and we know if we’re honest about it): waiting expectantly is the most important ingredient for growing 
your character. Again, we see this throughout the Bible. Just a couple examples: 

3 We can rejoice, too, when we run into problems and trials, for we know that they help us develop 
endurance. 4 And endurance develops strength of character, and character strengthens our confident hope of 
salvation. 5 And this hope will not lead to disappointment. Romans 5:3-5a (NLT) 

2 Dear brothers and sisters, when troubles of any kind come your way, consider it an opportunity for 
great joy. 3 For you know that when your faith is tested, your endurance has a chance to grow. 4 So let it grow, 
for when your endurance is fully developed, you will be perfect and complete, needing nothing. James 1:2-4 
(NLT) 

39 All these people earned a good reputation because of their faith, yet none of them received all that 
God had promised. Hebrews 11:39 (NLT) 

And just to be clear, waiting isn’t apathy; it isn’t lethargy; it’s active. When we wait, we act “as if”, as if 
God’s promise is already true. Which brings us to the next verse, the most important verse in Habakkuk: 

Habakkuk 2:4 The proud, the prosperous, they don’t have to wait for God. They solve their own 
problems. This verse hits right at the heart of America where we currently experience more wealth and comfort 
than any nation pretty much in the history of the world. Even the poor among us live with comforts 
unimaginable 100 years ago. God says, “My people don’t put their confidence in their prosperity. My people - 
the righteous ones - they live by faith. They live by relational trust. They look to me and wait for me to meet 
their needs.” When Jesus’ disciples were looking at the OT to explain the person and work of Jesus, this verse 
became a cornerstone. Paul referenced it in his letter to the Romans: 17 This Good News tells us how God makes 
us right in his sight. This is accomplished from start to finish by faith. As the Scriptures say, “It is through faith 
that a righteous person has life.” Romans 1:17 (NLT) 

God’s message in OT & NT: Wait. Have faith. Trust me. 
Habakkuk 2:5-19 But you still have an objection to waiting, don’t you? I know I do. In a word: injustice. 

It’s a foundational cry from the depths of our soul, one that goes all the way back to when we were young 
children: that’s not fair. You’re telling me God allows all this injustice in this world simply to grow our 
character? That’s not right. Does the injustice even bother him? God clearly answers this objection in the rest of 
chapter 2. God spoke to the Babylonians, addressing what would happen to them because they chose to reject 
God and his ways. God addressed the Babylonians, but he critiqued every culture as he addressed the ways in 
which every culture - indeed every person - turns away from him through pride, arrogance, greed, corruption, 
manipulation, assault and, at the root of it all, idolatry - worshiping other gods rather than the one true God. God 
not only critiqued the Babylonians, he promised justice. God said, “Not only do these people deserve justice, 
one day I will make sure they receive justice.” But he will do so in his time, his mo-aid, not ours. 

Habakkuk 2:20 The chapter then finishes with an important reminder. Though it may seem as though 
justice is not happening and justice will never be served, the LORD remains in his holy Temple. He remains on 
his throne. He remains sovereign. That doesn’t change, no matter what else seems to be true. The apostle Peter 
affirmed this in his second letter: 

7 [T]he present heavens and earth have been stored up for fire. They are being kept for the day of 
judgment, when ungodly people will be destroyed. 8But you must not forget this one thing, dear friends: A day is 
like a thousand years to the Lord, and a thousand years is like a day. 9 The Lord isn’t really being slow about 
his promise, as some people think. No, he is being patient for your sake. He does not want anyone to be 
destroyed, but wants everyone to repent. 2 Peter 3:7-9 NLT. 
TOOK: ————————————————————————————————————————— 
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God has a purpose for waiting. Through Habakkuk, here’s what God wants for us: through waiting we 

learn to surrender. God is on the throne, not you. He runs the universe, not you. He decides, not you. His 
timing, not yours. 

You may wonder: given that we don’t like to wait, and as a culture everything seems to exist to keep us 
from having to wait, how actually does one learn to wait? If that’s you today, if you want to trust God by 
learning to wait, here are a few recommendations: 

1) Learn to quiet your mind and body with breathing and mindfulness exercises. [Mindfulness = non-
judgmental awareness]. (Psalm 131) 

2) Practice meditation. (Psalm 1)  
3) Periodically choose the longer line (or lane) as a spiritual exercise. 
Chapter 1 invites us to wonder out loud to God. Chapter 2 invites us to wait on God. These are hard 

chapters. What about chapter 3? Be sure to come next week to hear the conclusion. You won’t want to miss it. 
Chapter 3 invites us to worship God, but not in the way you might imagine. No, it’s much better than that. 

 
_____________________________DISCIPLESHIP QUESTIONS_________________________________ 
HEAD: These questions help you examine the truth of God’s Word. 
1. Read Habakkuk 2:1, Psalm 46:10 and John 10:1-5. What does it mean to listen for God’s voice? Do you 

struggle with this? Why or why not?  
 
2. Read Habakkuk 2:3, Psalm 27:13-14, and Isaiah 40:31. What is so challenging about waiting on God?  

 
HEART: These questions help you wrestle with what you believe. 
3. Read 1 Peter 1:3-9. Peter talks about trials as tests for our faith. We don’t much like tests though, do we? 

What are the outcomes Peter believes make trials worth enduring? Do you agree with Peter? 
 
4. Read Psalm 1 & Psalm 131. What might it look like for you to practice relaxation, mindfulness and 

meditation to train yourself to trust and wait? 
 
HANDS: These questions help you bring the truth into your everyday life.  
5. When was the last time you stopped everything and listened for God’s voice? What happened when you 

did? What keeps you from doing this regularly? 
 
6. What is something you wish God would do now, but as far as you can tell he’s asking you to wait? 
 
HABITS: These questions help you develop beliefs and behaviors that change your life. 
7. Are you currently going through something difficult? What do you think God might show you through it? 
 
8. What changes are you willing to make in your daily and weekly rhythms to intentionally practice waiting? 



BEGINNER TAI CHI | JULY 9 |TUESDAY |10:30AM 
A graceful form of exercise used for stress reduction and a variety of other health 
conditions through gentle, flowing movements. |Dining hall.  

GOLIATH MUST FALL | WOMEN’S STUDY | STARTS JULY 11 | 6:30PM 
Winning the battle against your giants. It's likely you have a giant in your life. It's 
holding you captive, intimidating you. Adversaries such as fear, anger, addiction, 
and others can stake a claim and, before you know it, gain a foothold in your heart. 
Contact Amy: 916-804-6882 or Register online: isonrise/events 

SENIOR LUNCH 60+ | MONDAY THRU THURSDAY | 11:30AM 
Join us for lunch provided by “Meals on Wheels” in the Sonrise Dining Hall. Come as 
early as 10AM for coffee, socializing and scheduled activities. Contact Gloria 503-
648-2950

YESHUA BAND CONCERT | FRIDAY | JULY 12 | 6:30PM
Our Jeevan Jyothi Indian Ministry is hosting a night of praise and good news. All are 
welcome to join us! Sonrise Church | Main Auditorium 

HOPS GAME | JULY 24| 7:00 PM | $16 PER PERSON 
Join us for a night of baseball with the “Hillsboro Hops”, bring your friends and 
family. | Register online: isonrise.com/events |Deadline to signup July 10th | 
Questions contact: Brent 503-407-8820 

MEXICO MISSION TRIP | OCT 5-12 
Join us as we serve a community and build a house, no experience necessary, 
however, if you do have construction experience we would love to have you on our 
team. Contact Bill Brooks 503-705-8121 

BOXING |MON-FRI | 6-8PM 
TU & TH boxing conditioning | M,W,F Competition Training | Room Dining Hall 
Contact: Kimo 808-497-1497 |Cost: $30 a month 

4 CORE EXERCISE CLASS |TU & TH 7:30AM | TU & TH 10:00AM TH 
6:30PM 

 Contact: Lanae 503-348-6113 | Cost: $35 a month | Fireside Room 




