
 
 

The Marks of Mercy 
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 “Yahweh! The LORD! The God of compassion and mercy! I am slow to anger and filled with unfailing love 
and faithfulness.” Exodus 34:6 (NLT) 
 
 • Mercy is _____________ in _______________. 
 
 Mercy: refraining from harm or punishment; unexpected kindness. 
 
 But don’t just listen to God’s word. You must do what it says. Otherwise, you are only fooling yourselves. 
James 1:22 (NLT) 
 
 The LORD is merciful and compassionate, slow to get angry and filled with unfailing love. Psalm 145:8 
(NLT) 

 
The Marks of a Merciful Person 

 
1. Merciful people _____________ those who have _______________. 
 
 Make allowance for each other’s faults, and forgive anyone who offends you. Remember, the Lord forgave 
you, so you must forgive others. Colossians 1:13 (NLT) 
 
 Kind mercy wins over harsh judgment every time. James 2:13 (MES) 
 
2. Merciful people _____________ those who are ________________. 
 
 Suppose you see a brother or sister who has no food or clothing, and you say, “Good-bye and have a good 
day; stay warm and eat well”—but then you don’t give that person any food or clothing. What good does that 
do?  
 So you see, faith by itself isn’t enough. Unless it produces good deeds, it is dead and useless. James 2:15-17 
(NLT) 
 
 Do not withhold good from those who deserve it when it’s in your power to help them. Proverbs 3:27 (NLT) 
 
 If someone has enough money to live well and sees a brother or sister in need but shows no compassion—
how can God’s love be in that person?  
Dear children, let’s not merely say that we love each other; let us show the truth by our actions. 1 John 3:17-18 
(NLT) 
 
3. Merciful people are ______________ with difficult ________________. 
 
 Brothers and sisters, we urge you to warn those who are lazy. Encourage those who are timid. Take tender 
care of those who are weak. Be patient with everyone.  



See that no one pays back evil for evil, but always try to do good to each other and to all people. 1 
Thessalonians 5:14-15 (NLT) 
 
 May God, who gives this patience and encouragement, help you live in complete harmony with each other, 
as is fitting for followers of Christ Jesus. Then all of you can join together with one voice, giving praise and 
glory to God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.  
Therefore, accept each other just as Christ has accepted you so that God will be given glory. Romans 15:5-7 
(NLT) 
 
4. Merciful people are ___________ to their _________________. 
 
 Love your enemies! Do good to them. Lend to them without expecting to be repaid. Then your reward from 
heaven will be very great, and you will truly be acting as children of the Most High, for he is kind to those who 
are unthankful and wicked. You must be compassionate, just as your Father is compassionate. Luke 6:35-36 
(NLT) 
 
5. Merciful People _____________ for the _____________. 
 
 For this is how God loved the world: He gave his one and only Son, so that everyone who believes in him 
will not perish but have eternal life. God sent his Son into the world not to judge the world, but to save the 
world through him. John 3:16-17 (NLT) 

 
Three Motivations for Mercy 

 
1. We must be merciful because _______________________________________. 
 
 How kind the LORD is! How good he is! So merciful, this God of ours! Psalm 116:5 (NLT) 
 
 Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful. Luke 6:36 (NIV) 
 
 You yourselves are a case study of what he does. At one time you all had your backs turned to God, thinking 
rebellious thoughts of him, giving him trouble every chance you got. But now, by giving himself completely at 
the Cross, actually dying for you, Christ brought you over to God’s side and put your lives together, whole and 
holy in his presence. Colossians 1:21-22 (MES) 
 
2. We must be merciful because __________________________ —__________________. 
 
 There will be no mercy for those who have not shown mercy to others. But if you have been merciful, God 
will be merciful when he judges you. James 2:13 (NLT) 
 
 God blesses those who are merciful, for they will be shown mercy. Matthew 5:7 (NLT) 
 
3. We must be merciful because ____________________________________________________. 
 
 Your own soul is nourished when you are kind; it is destroyed when you are cruel. Proverbs 11:17 (TLB 


