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DOING GOOD 
Healing The Blind Man (Mark 8:22-26) 

October 27/28 | Pastor Shane Fookes | isonrise.com 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
We’re in the middle of this Doing Good series where we’re taking a look at different stories of Jesus in the 
gospel of Mark and observing the various ways Jesus was doing good for those he encountered. Today 
we’re going to look at a story in Mark 8 where Jesus healed a blind man. 

To help set some background for what we will encounter in our story today, I want to ask for a show of 
hands: how many of you remember Magic Eye pictures. It’s been a while since they were a regular part of 
our cultural life. For those that haven’t seen one, they look like this. What seems innocuous graphic art 
actually disguises a secret image. According to the instructions, if you stare at it and let your eyes go a 
little out of focus, you can see a 3D image pop out of the graphic. I don’t know if it will work on the big 
screens, but you could give it a try.  

With the magic eye, it’s easy to look at the graphic and completely miss what’s going on. The same was 
true when Jesus walked the earth. People would encounter him and completely miss who he actually was. 
And it still happens today: people look at Jesus and completely miss who he is. This reality of someone 
seeing-yet-missing Jesus comes front and center in the story we’re going to look at today. It begins in v. 
22 of Mark 8 (22-26) 

What a strange story. Jesus tried to heal someone and it didn’t take? What, did he have some kind of 
power malfunction? Forgot to eat a hearty breakfast that morning and just didn’t have enough oomph to 
his healing powers? Perhaps he used the wrong formula. “Oh, that’s right, spit doesn’t work on this kind 
of blindness.” We actually don’t know what happened. If you do some research, you’ll find many different 
perspectives about what’s happening in this story. I agree with those who’ve concluded that Jesus could 
have completely healed him the first time, but he didn’t want to because he had something more 
important that he also wanted to accomplish. One thing we can know about Jesus: he was the most 
intentional human who ever walked this earth. When he only partially healed this blind man, he did so on 
purpose: I believe he wanted to create a living metaphor that his disciples would look back on even 
decades later and remember what Jesus wanted them to learn.  

This may seem strange until you realize we do this, especially as parents with our kids. We create a life 
scenario that becomes a living metaphor…like my dad did when he moved his family to a farm when I 
was in elementary school. I learned a lot of living metaphors! 

As a Jewish rabbi, Jesus would have been well versed in using living metaphors not only because that’s 
how he would have been taught, but also because he studied the Jewish Scripture, what we call the OT in 
our Bibles, which is full of living metaphors. The book of Hosea, for example, is built around the story of a 
man who was instructed by God to marry a prostitute as a living metaphor illustrating Israel’s rebellion 
against God and his ways. Read through Ezekiel and you’ll see he was given some rather strange 
instructions of things to do to teach the nation of Israel. 

So here we have an example of Jesus not only doing good by mercifully responding to this man’s need and 
healing him, but also teaching something very important about who he was and what he was on earth to 
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accomplish. So what did Jesus want those around him to learn from this living metaphor? We know by 
paying attention to what comes next. <vv. 27-28>  

Isn’t that fascinating? People encountered Jesus, God in human flesh, but were blind to who he really was. 
Earlier in this chapter Mark describes a scene where thousands of people flocked to Jesus because they 
knew something pretty amazing was going on. They encountered a good, generous, compassionate man 
who taught with great wisdom and authority and worked amazing miracles. They knew something he 
was special, they knew he was unique, but they just couldn’t put their thumb on it. So, when asked who 
Jesus was, they chose to describe him as one of their heroes: John the Baptis, Elijah, one of the prophets. 
They knew he was special, but they were blind to who he was. 

Same is true today: ask people about Jesus, you’ll likely hear them hold Jesus in high regard as a good 
man, a great moral teacher and a religious leader right up there with Mohammed, Buddha, Krishna and 
such. Nice sentiments for sure, but blind to who Jesus really is. 

But as our story continues, we learn that Jesus’ disciples saw more than a mere prophet <v. 29> - Peter 
gave voice to what they saw: You are the Messiah, or your Bible might say Christ [Christ is Greek 
translation of Hebrew word Messiah…not Jesus’ last name!]. Messiah: the one promised long before in the 
Jewish Scriptures who would usher in God’s Kingdom. An example of this is found in Daniel 7:13-15: 

13 As my vision continued that night, I saw someone like a son of man coming with the clouds of 
heaven. He approached the Ancient One and was led into his presence. 14 He was given authority, 
honor, and sovereignty over all the nations of the world, so that people of every race and nation 
and language would obey him. His rule is eternal—it will never end. His kingdom will never be 
destroyed. 

When the disciples “saw” Jesus, they saw the promised Messiah. But, here’s the rub: even though the 
disciples saw Jesus as Messiah, they still didn’t see him clearly. Like the blind man after Jesus’ first touch, 
the disciples only saw a blurry caricature of Jesus rather than the real Jesus. They saw the Messiah they 
wanted to see, not the Messiah who really was. Their idea of Messiah was shaped by cultural expectations 
of what Messiah should be: someone who would arrive on the scene and kick some Roman butt, free the 
nation of Israel from tyranny and put them in charge of the world like God promised. But that wasn’t 
what Jesus had in mind. Notice, he didn’t deny that he’s Messiah, he just first gave them a perplexing 
instruction to not tell anyone, and then made it crystal clear what the real Messiah was about to do. 
<8:31> [Son of Man: notice he uses the title from Daniel, making it clear that he was indeed Messiah.] 

At that point, they probably all stood there with their mouths agape. What Jesus said made no sense. You 
agree that you’re messiah and you’re going to do what?! Uh no, that’s not what Messiah is supposed to do. 
Once again, Peter is the one who speaks up. He was always the one speaking up, often with dire 
consequences, like here… <8:32-33>. Get out of my way because you’re not in this for me, you’re only in 
this for you. And I’m not going to be any part of that. 

Easy to pick on Peter, but at least he lived boldly. The rest of them were thinking the same thing, they 
were just too cowardly to speak up. It says Jesus looked at all of them before he corrected Peter, because 
they were all looking for a different kind of Messiah. More specifically: they were looking for a Messiah 
who would save them the way they wanted to be saved. 
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Now, before we judge the disciples we need to take a good look in the mirror. Many here today call 
ourselves Christian. Maybe you grew up going to church. Or at some point you prayed the prayer. Or you 
were baptized. You regularly attend church gatherings. You put money in the offering basket as it goes by. 
You pray and ask God to help you through your day. And yet - I’m going to risk being pretty direct - and 
yet many of you still only “see” Jesus kinda like a tree walking around. Reality is you’ve given your life to 
Jesus for your sake rather than for His sake. You want a messiah who will rescue you and deliver you into 
the life you want to live. Do not overlook the fact that in this story Jesus gives the sharpest rebuke 
recorded to his closest friend and the future leader of his church! Because he knew the greatest danger 
every disciple faces: trying to make Jesus into our image rather than being formed into his image. 

And what comes next in the story is Jesus’ clear definition of what it means to follow him as his disciple, 
and as a result, to be formed into his image. <vv. 34-35>. 

My friends, following Jesus will cost you everything...and it will give you more that you can ever imagine. 
When we see Jesus for who he really is and follow Him for His sake, we discover a radical, costly road of 
self-sacrifice. Following Jesus means we die so that we may truly live. Many turn away from Jesus because 
all they see is die: die to dreams, to control, to comfort, to safety, to familiarity; die, die, die. And for some 
reason that isn’t very motivating! But the power of the gospel is found in realizing that death is not the 
end of the story, but the doorway to resurrection and to a new life is the end of the story. So yes, the 
gospel always, always takes you through death. Not over, not under, not around, not avoiding, through 
death. And it’s not a do-it-once-and-get-over-it kind of thing either. It’s the constant call of discipleship. 
But when you go through death with Jesus, a resurrection life awaits you on the other side, an amazing 
life you would never have had otherwise! 

I like how Eugene Peterson, the great theologian and poet who sadly died this week and will be greatly 
missed, put it: “Resurrection does not have to do exclusively with what happens after we are 
buried or cremated….We practice our death by giving up our will to live on our own terms. Only in 
that relinquishment or renunciation are we able to practice resurrection.” 

That is the invitation of the gospel. Last year I was confronted with Jesus’ call to die to my will and trust 
his will when we merged the church I’d led for 10 years into another local congregation. We didn’t do that 
because we were failing as a church, in many ways we were doing very well. We made that decision 
because we saw more gospel potential in combining with another church than we did by continuing on 
our own. But this led to a die moment for me: the combined church didn’t need two lead pastors. So 
before we made the decision, we knew that it would cost me my job...just as my youngest child would 
graduate high school and we would soon have 4 kids in college. I faced a paradox: God had called me to 
pastor in the Hillsboro area and now was asking me to relinquish my role as a pastor. The question was: 
would I be willing to die to how I thought my story should go, and trust him to provide? Interestingly 
enough, here I stand a little over a year later still trusting him and still pastoring at a great church in the 
Hillsboro area, albeit in a very different role. I don’t yet know where this path is leading, but I am fully 
confident in the one I’m following. 

How about you this morning? Where in your life right now is God asking you to take a step of obedience 
and follow him, but you’re resisting because it feels like you’ll lose something too important? Where is 
Jesus asking you to come and die so you may truly live? Ideas: 
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Come and die... 

Declare Jesus your Lord. 
Make corporate worship a priority.  
Serve on a volunteer team. 
Start tithing. 
Lead a community group. 
Invest relationally in your neighbors. 
Give up an addiction. 
Cut back your hours devoted to work to devote more time to family & community. . 
Volunteer at SOS this winter. 
_______________________. 

  ...and really live! 

I want to close with the words a man named Jim Elliot wrote in his journal before he died bringing the 
gospel to a remote tribe in the Amazon rainforest: “He is no fool who gives what he cannot keep to 
gain what he cannot lose.” 

 

_________________________DISCIPLESHIP QUESTIONS_________________________ 
 

HEAD: These questions help you examine the truth of God’s Word. 

1. What are some other “living metaphors” you know from the Bible? How do such metaphors help us 
remember truth? 

 

2. As “people of the Book” we often rely on (and seek) propositional truth statements, thinking the 
precision will help us know truth better. As such, we can struggle with metaphor because it’s more 
opaque. But Jesus used metaphors and stories far more than propositional statements. How do 
metaphors get at truth better than propositional statements?  

 

HEART: These questions help you wrestle with what you believe. 

3. When you sense God calling you to relinquish something important to you, what’s your initial reaction? 

 

4. What does it say about your belief about God and his intentions when you cling to something he’s 
asking you to relinquish? 

 

HANDS: These questions help you bring the truth into your everyday life.  

5. What step is Jesus asking you to take to die to your own will and live for his will? 

 

6. Who will you tell about what Jesus is asking you to do so they can support you and pray for you? 
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HABITS: These questions help you develop beliefs and behaviors that change your life. 

7. Often, we refuse Jesus’ invitation to “come and die” because we don’t believe he is good and has our 
best intentions in mind. We have Scripture to remind us of the truth about who Jesus is and what he is 
like. What passages could you memorize to remind yourself of his goodness? I’ll get you started with 
Matthew 11:28-30. 

 


