
Serving Others – Mark 10:35-45 
(Doing Good • November 24/25, 2018) 

 
HOOK: ————————————————————————————————————————— 
 ILLUS: I was sitting in Starbucks this past week studying for this message and just after I sat down to begin 
work, this young couple came in and sat down at the table next to me. They were good looking, finely dressed, 
and he was reading a current business book. Within a few minutes another young man came in and introduced 
himself to them and started his conversation. Now, the entire conversation centered around this young man’s 
desire to become successful. At one point early in the conversation, the finely dressed gentleman asked him, 
“How did you hear about me?” The young man replied, “My friend told me that if I wanted to make it in life 
then I should get to know you and become like you. I want to be successful like you.” 
 After 20-30 minutes I had to move tables, so I could get work done and stop eavesdropping, but that got me 
thinking about our natural desire to become successful. You will not find a college course about “becoming a 
bum, poor, destitute, and with no desire in life.” We don’t set out to become a failure, but we set out to become 
successful and better our lives. 
 There’s nothing wrong with that, but is success everything we’ve always wanted? Is there something more? 
 I went to college so that I could get my MBA and become successful, work in San Francisco, make money, 
and finally buy all those things I didn’t have. But then I ran into a wall—or better stated, I ran into Jesus who 
said, Beware! Guard against every kind of greed. Life is not measured by how much you own. Luke 12:15 
(NLT)  That’s now how the world operates, my friends. In our culture we are fed this dream that says the more 
you acquire the better off you are. And so we go on a mission to make us much money as we can, become as 
successful as we can, and live with as much pleasure as we can. That’s not the American Dream, my friends, 
that’s the American Nightmare! When you wake up you discover that all your stuff doesn’t satisfy like you 
thought it would. You just want more. We live in the richest country in the world and yet we live such poor 
lives. We believe the lie that just one more thing will satisfy—and then we end up empty and without true 
meaning. “The dream is to get rich or to die trying.” 
 As a teenager, when I read the words of Jesus, I discovered a different way to live. He said, …If any of you 
wants to be my follower, you must give up your own way, take up your cross, and follow me. If you try to hang 
on to your life, you will lose it. But if you give up your life for my sake and for the sake of the Good News, you 
will save it. And what do you benefit if you gain the whole world but lose your own soul? Is anything worth 
more than your soul? Mark 8:34-37 (NLT) 
 That’s more than a powerful question, my friends. It’s a question every one of us will have to wrestle to the 
ground. 
 
BOOK: ————————————————————————————————————————— 
 One of Jesus’ greatest teachings about this in found in Mark 10:35-45… 
 Then James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came over and spoke to him. “Teacher,” they said, “we want 
you to do us a favor.”  
 “What is your request?” he asked.  
 They replied, “When you sit on your glorious throne, we want to sit in places of honor next to you, one on 
your right and the other on your left.”  
 Here you have two of Jesus’ closest followers behaving like spoiled children. “I’m going to be the 
greatest…no I’m the favorite…No, you’re an idiot…You called me an idiot, I’m going to tell mom!” You’ve 
heard that all before, right?  
 But Jesus said to them, “You don’t know what you are asking! Are you able to drink from the bitter cup of 
suffering I am about to drink? Are you able to be baptized with the baptism of suffering I must be baptized 
with?”  
 “Oh yes,” they replied, “we are able!”  
 Then Jesus told them, “You will indeed drink from my bitter cup and be baptized with my baptism of 
suffering. But I have no right to say who will sit on my right or my left. God has prepared those places for the 
ones he has chosen.”  
 So what’s going on here? James and John are making the same mistake that everyone in the world makes: 
We equate success with status. But Jesus turns this situation around to teach all of us that we are all chasing 



something. I have a chase. You have a chase. I have a dream and so do you. That chase is a dream for 
significance. We all want our lives to count. We want life to have some type of significance. I don’t want to just 
live my life and not have my life count. 
 I’m sure you feel the same. You want your life to count. You don’t want your life wasted. You want some 
sort of significance in your life. Deep inside there is a voice that whispers to you and to me: “Is there more to 
life than this?” 
 The great news is there is more! Jesus says there’s a lot more than just an empty pursuit of success. God 
wants to give you a life of significance. 
 When God walked the earth as Jesus, he taught that significance was not tied to getting more, being more, 
or achieving more. Jesus said that if you truly want to be great, if you truly want to have meaning, then you can 
achieve it. But it doesn’t come wrapped up in the package our culture sells us. It comes wrapped up in a surprise 
gift called service. Service is the true path to significance. Look at how Jesus frames it…When the ten other 
disciples heard what James and John had asked, they were indignant. So Jesus called them together and said, 
“You know that the rulers in this world lord it over their people, and officials flaunt their authority over those 
under them. But among you it will be different. Whoever wants to be a leader among you must be your servant, 
and whoever wants to be first among you must be the slave of everyone else. For even the Son of Man came not 
to be served but to serve others and to give his life as a ransom for many.” Mark 10:35-45 (NLT) 
 Jesus stated that serving was his purpose for coming! It doesn’t get any clearer than that, my friends. Jesus 
is saying, “I didn’t come for you to serve me—which you should—and I deserve. No, I came to serve you!” 
Here Jesus put service—not success—as the reason to live in this world. 
 This is the primary challenge for anyone who wants to follow Jesus. You have to die to your selfish desires 
and live for others. If you want to grow to be like Jesus, you must serve. Serving is THE primary means that 
God changes you to be more and more like Jesus. When you and I stop our selfish desires and turn around and 
serve others, we are being transformed more like Jesus. 
 So why is serving so difficult? We’re selfish! We have pride! We are lazy! Okay, maybe not you, but I 
certainly am. It takes humility to serve. 
 Let’s be honest enough to admit it. We are too focused on ourselves, on our desires, on our wants, on what 
we think we deserve. We’re the hero of our own story and the president of our own fan club. I have to be honest 
and say that I like me. I like me a lot! I like you, too, just not as much as I like me. 
 But something changes us when we step out from the natural desire to pursue our own interests and begin 
serving others! God’s road to significance is paved with service. We’ve seen this all throughout our “Doing 
Good” series. Jesus did good by loving people, teaching people, healing people, feeding people, and 
comforting people. That’s how we find true meaning. 
 What value are you adding to your world today? In order to be like Jesus, we must be adding value to 
people’s lives. We must be making a difference in the world. How are you making the world a better place 
because God is in your life? 
 
LOOK: ————————————————————————————————————————— 
 Let’s focus a bit more on that last verse, Mark 10:45. Here Jesus says…For even the Son of Man came not 
to be served but to serve others and to give his life as a ransom for many.” Mark 10:35-45 (NLT) 
 When you begin to study this passage, you begin to realize that not only did Jesus give us a new motivation: 
Serve others. But he gave us a new method: the cross. You see, the world’s way to success is through power, is 
through might, is through the Sword. But Jesus’ way to significance, to service, to meaning, is through the 
Cross. This is where Christians get it wrong so many times! We seek power to change things, but when we use 
the world’s tool (the Sword) we power over others—and lose. But when we use Jesus’ tool (the Cross) we win 
every time. 
 Jesus ransomed us to turn us into a people eager to do what is good. Jesus ransomed us and that gives us a 
new mission, a new purpose. The cross creates a new position for us, and therefore, a new purpose: 
servanthood. 
 Throughout history a ransom was paid to buy a person out of captivity. Think about what a ransom is. If 
someone has been kidnapped and the kidnapper sent a note that says, “We will return your child if you give us 
$100,000 ransom,” what does that mean? It means the child is in captivity, and they will only be freed through 
an extremely costly exchange. 
 Ransom is a cost. Ransom is a price. Ransom frees us from captivity, from bondage. This means that when 



Jesus said he came to ransom us he’s telling us two things about ourselves: 1) We’re in bondage, and 2) He is 
willing to pay the price for our freedom. But that price is costly. 
 Now many people who even get to this point turn around and say, “Sure, I have difficulties in my life, but 
I’m NOT in bondage. I can eventually fix this.” 
 That’s why I love AA and NA! Step One is to admit that you are powerless over your bondage and your life 
is unmanageable. Step Two is to believe that there is a Power greater than yourself that can restore you. Step 
Three is to make a decision to turn your will and your life over to the care of the God who loves you. 
 Anyone who doesn’t know he or she is a prisoner is the most complete prisoner of all! The Bible tells us 
that regardless of what we think or how we feel, we’re in bondage and Jesus has paid that ransom with his life 
on the cross. 
 When I tell that to modern, educated people the response is the same: “Not me! I don’t need anyone’s help! 
I’m not that bad! I can do it on my own!” 
 ILLUS: This past Monday I rode my motorcycle ride to Fire on the Mountain in Portland on East Burnside 
where I met an old friend for lunch. I’ve been there dozens of times, but this time I wanted to ride the winding 
road of Burnside all the way in through Portland. The problem was that I made the mistake of activating the 
GSP map on my phone. It did not like Burnside. Every step of the way it kept telling me to turn around and go a 
different way. I couldn’t shut it off with motorcycle gloves on, and I knew it was wrong. It kept wanting to pull 
me off course, to turn around, or to go the wrong way—but I knew it was wrong! Conventional wisdom said to 
follow the voice blaring in my head, but my experiential wisdom said to go a different way and not be 
sidetracked by what the “expert” said. 
 You and I have these voices that blare in our ears every day that tell us that we are NOT in bondage and that 
true success in found in getting more, being more, achieving more. But what if they’re wrong? What if there is 
more to life than success? What if you achieved all the dreams of your success and still found yourself 
wanting more? Which voice will you listen to today? 
 Jesus’ mission was to serve—ultimately by giving his life as a ransom so that he could save you and me. 
Jesus paid a ransom for us, and the price was his life. Jesus took our place and died the death we deserve. 
Anyone who has ears to hear, let them hear that God loved you so much that he gave his only son, so that if you 
believe in him you will not perish but have eternal life. Jesus wasn’t sent to judge us, but to save us. Receiving 
this gift is the most significant thing any of us could ever do. 
TOOK: ————————————————————————————————————————— 
 FAITH STORY: Crawford Sly, Uganda Well Report. 
 

———————————— Discipleship Questions ———————————— 
 
MESSAGE SUMMARY: In Mark 10:35-45 Jesus sums up the purpose of his ministry: to serve as a ransom 
for you and for me. What prompted this statement was the request by James and John to sit in the best seats in 
God’s coming kingdom—and the argument that followed about being the greatest. 
 
HEAD: These questions help you examine the truth of God’s Word. 
 1. Read Mark 10:35-37. How does the question and the request of James and John show that they still don’t 
understand the meaning of Jesus true purpose? 
 2. What is Jesus saying about his death as a “ransom” that he was revealing to his disciples? 
  
HEART: These questions help you wrestle with what you believe. 
 3. Jesus mentioned the “cup of suffering” that the disciples would have to drink. In what ways have you had 
to drink from that same cup? 
 4. How have you personally responded to Jesus as a “ransom” from your sins? 
 
HANDS: These questions help you bring the truth into your everyday life. 
 5. What was the most helpful or impressive thing that you learned today personally? What practical 
difference can it make in your life? 
 
HABITS: These questions help you develop behaviors that change your life. 
 6. Who in your life needs to hear about their bondage to sin and the ransom given by Jesus? 



 
 
 
 
 
 

ADOPT A FAMILY FOR CHRISTMAS  
Give the gift of Christmas to families in need by providing presents and dinner. Contact Heather Brown 
to pick a family to adopt. mercy@isonrise.com or 503-640-2449. A list of family members and wish 
lists will be available starting Dec. 1st. Find a friend or engage your small group to help adopt larger 
families together. Families provided by Hillsboro school district, Delivered by Schools, due by Dec 17th. 
CHRISTMAS PHOTO BOOTH |DEC1/2 & 8/9 |  
We will have a Photo Booth set up in the Lobby both weekends. Bring your family and have a 
Christmas photo taken on your phone to send out or post. 
LEAD CLASS | DEC 1| 9-11AM 
This is the last in our four step Discipleship Pathway classes. Light breakfast served at 8:30am. Register 
online  
MEMBERSHIP ORIENTATION | DEC 2 | 9 & 11AM 
Sonrise Membership Orientation is always offered the Sunday after each CONNECT, GROW, SERVE, 
or LEAD class. Childcare available in Children’s Ministry. 
MEN’S BREAKFAST | DEC 8 | 8AM 
Join us monthly on the 2nd Sat for a time of great food, and conversation. Currently going through “The 
Measure of a Man” 
CUBA MISSION TRIP INFORMATION MEETING |DEC 9| AFTER 11AM SERVICE 
Join us for an informational meeting on an upcoming April Mission trip to Cuba. Room 9 
SOS SHELTER AT ORENCO STATION |DEC-FEB| 90 DAY COLD WEATHER SHELTER 
All volunteers must be 18 and older. There are many different volunteer opportunities that fit any skill 
level. Email sos@isonrise.com for questions or just sign up www.sos-shelter.org/volunteer  
CHRISTMAS PHOTO BOOTH |Dec1/2 & 8/9 | 
We will have a photo Booth set up in the Lobby both weekends so you and your family can take a 
Christmas photo to send out to family. 
THE BEST YOU |JAN12 | 10-11:30AM 
Join us for a fresh start to the New Year. Give God the best you; how to care for your entire being; 
Emotional, Spiritual, Mental & Physical. “Love the Lord your God with all your Heart, Soul Mind and 
strength.” Mark 12:30 
Childcare available. Mark your calendar. 
CONNECT CLASS | JAN 19 | 9-11AM 
This is the first of our four step Discipleship Pathway classes. Light Breakfast served at 8:30am. Online 
registration opens Dec 1st. 
MEMBERSHIP ORIENTATION | JAN 20 | 9 & 11AM 
Sonrise Membership Orientation is always offered the Sunday after each CONNECT, GROW, SERVE, 
or LEAD class. Childcare available in Children’s Ministry. 


