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HOOK: ————————————————————————————————————————— 
 Nicknames are a funny thing. Sometimes they make sense and many times you have to know the story to get 
the connection. Sometimes they are positive and other times they are negative. I don’t know why John is 
“Jack” and Robert is “Bobby.” Or why Margaret is “Peggy.” 
 – I know why the 1920’s Chicago gangster Al Capone earned the nickname “Scarface.” A rival slashed his 
face in a knife fight. 
 – I know why George Herman Ruth Jr was better known as “Babe Ruth,” but I don’t get his other 
nickname: “The Great Bambino.” 
 – I couldn’t tell you who Edward Thatch was, but I do know him by his English pirate nickname 
Blackbeard—so named for his long flowing black beard. 
 – Do you remember William Bonney? No, he is really known as “Billy the Kid,” and was a youthful 
looking 19th-century American gunman. 
 – Abraham Lincoln was known as “Honest Abe,” Ronald Reagan was known as “The Gipper,” and 
Margaret Thatcher was known as “The Iron Lady.” Me? I was called as “Jimbo.” But you can’t call me that. 
Only my nieces can call me “Uncle Jimbo.” And as a Youth Pastor I was called “P.J.” 
 – My nickname for Mary Beth is “MEL.” Why? She was Mary Elizabeth Lee. 
 – We call Josiah “Jo,” Noah “No,” and Seth “Sethers.” 
 – What was your nickname? 
 Did you know that even Jesus had a nickname? It was more like a slander—but the religious leaders looked 
at Jesus and called him “a friend of tax collectors and sinners.” A Friend of Sinners. Apparently, in their minds, 
this was one of the greatest criticisms they could imagine. Since Jesus hung out with really bad people, he must 
be really bad too. Simple logic, right? Guilty by association! 
 But for Jesus, this was actually a sign of success, not a source of shame!  
 I can just imagine him smiling when he heard the slanderous nickname. “‘Friend of sinners’? That sounds 
more like a compliment than a complaint!”  
 Why? Because it was the very meaning of his mission.  
 What kind of God labels himself a Friend of Sinners? Christians are known as being a Judge of Sinners, but 
Friend of Sinners, are we known as that?  
 Friendship is far more important to God than we often realize. We tend to think he puts top priority on 
performance, purity, and perfection—and we wrongly assume that a relationship is the eventual reward for 
those things. But, my friends, God doesn’t welcome us because of our good performance. He welcomes us 
because Jesus paid the price for our salvation on the cross. 
 Now that we know him, the more we become like him. Relationship comes first, change comes later. Don’t 
confuse the order, my friends! Don’t spend your life correcting people when you should be connecting with 
people. 
 As you read about Jesus you see that he went out of his way to befriend people who had been shunned, 
labeled, and rejected by society—and these people became his close followers. What transformed them? They 
were friends of Jesus, and their lives were forever changed as a result. 
 Jesus opened his heart to people. Do we do that? Not just serve them, but truly open up our lives to people 
far from God? 
 Maybe you find yourself shunned, labeled, and rejected by others. You’re in a good place today—because 
God loves you and wants to open his heart to you. 
 
BOOK: ————————————————————————————————————————— 
 If you open your Bibles to Mark 2, I want us to look at a beautiful snapshot of a person Jesus opened his 
heart to—and how he got into trouble because of it! 
 As you turn there, I want us to consider this question: “How much sin can God forgive?” Or ask it another 
way, “How deep and how wide is God’s forgiveness?” 
 Today we’re going to see that God expects us to extend mercy and kindness to those who don’t seem to 
deserve it—that’s true hospitality! 



 Then Jesus went out to the lakeshore again and taught the crowds that were coming to him. As he walked 
along, he saw Levi son of Alphaeus sitting at his tax collector’s booth. “Follow me and be my disciple,” Jesus 
said to him. So Levi got up and followed him.  
 In the Gospels we see that Jesus did most of his ministry up in an area north of the Sea of Galilee called 
Capernaum, and it was one day when he was walking along, he spotted a tax collector named Levi collecting 
his taxes. The name “Levi” means “joined or associated with” and it’s the name of the tribe of Old Testament 
priests who were “joined/associated” with the worship of God. 
 But ironically, this Levi wasn’t “joined/associated” with God—he had “joined/associated” with Rome. He 
had “joined/associated” with corruption. This was the greatest sin of all—he was a traitor to his people. 
 A side note, Mark is the only gospel that calls this man Levi. The others call him by his other name, 
Matthew. As a tax collector, Levi would have been particularly despised by his own Jewish people because he 
not only was a collaborator with the enemy, he probably (if he was a typical tax collector) made his living by 
overcharging and extorting his people with higher taxes. 
 Levi must have seen Jesus as he walked the streets of Capernaum. He no doubt heard the stories of Jesus 
teaching with authority and healing people of all sorts of sickness. Maybe he even saw the evidence of such life 
change. Either way, as soon as Jesus called, Levi got up and left his old life and followed Jesus. 
 Later, Levi invited Jesus and his disciples to his home as dinner guests, along with many tax collectors and 
other disreputable sinners. (There were many people of this kind among Jesus’ followers.) But when the 
teachers of religious law who were Pharisees saw him eating with tax collectors and other sinners, they asked 
his disciples, “Why does he eat with such scum?” 
 Because of the problems associated with tax collectors, the rabbis issued a series of judgments against them. 
They could not be legal witnesses and could never experience real repentance. With all this in mind, what 
happened next must have shocked Jesus’ disciples and the crowd around them—Jesus not only called one to 
follow him, he willingly went to his home to eat a meal! 
 As a sign of true repentance and appreciation for his new life, Matthew served up a meal, invited all of his 
friends to join him, and he entertained Jesus. The Pharisees were horrified at the sight of so many tax collectors 
and sinners eating in one room—with Jesus as the guest of honor. From their perspective, these people were 
beyond hope—and certainly beyond personal fellowship with them. Eating with such people would make any 
religious person unclean. 
 The very name of the Pharisees means “separate ones” and they dedicated themselves to staying away from 
all such evil people. Their teachings stated it this way: “If tax collectors entered a house, all within it become 
unclean. People may not be believed if they say, ‘We entered but we touched nothing.’” (Tractate Toharot 7:6). 
From the religious perspective, Jesus corrupted himself by spending time with these sinners. From Levi’s 
perspective, he wanted his old friends to meet his new friend and Rabbi. From Jesus’ perspective, this was the 
very group of people he came to reach—those that had been discarded from society because they were too evil 
to be given a second chance. Basically, you had all of the people who were not good enough to be accepted in 
society—and now all of a sudden, they’re being invited in by Jesus. You’ve got the pimps, the prostitutes, and 
the pushers partying with Jesus! 
 When Jesus heard this, he told them, “Healthy people don’t need a doctor—sick people do. I have come to 
call not those who think they are righteous, but those who know they are sinners.” Mark 2:13-17 (NLT) 
 Look at the contrast! Here is a group of notorious sinners on one side of the room—and they knew they 
didn’t deserve a relationship with God. On the other side of the room there was a group of self-righteous 
religious people—who thought they had done all of the religious work and didn’t need any more help. 
 
LOOK: ————————————————————————————————————————— 
 My friends, this division exists today in our lives and in our hearts today. On one side, you have a group of 
people who have all but destroyed their lives. People who have continued to lie and steal and cheat and hurt 
others, those who break God’s commands, and blow up their lives and the lives of those around them. 
 Then on the other side are those who have spent their whole lives trying to convince everyone else why they 
are so good, those who have tried to earn, to keep, to hold onto, some sort of favor with God. But when Jesus 
comes into the room, his grace is big enough for everyone—it’s big enough for you today. Grace has to be big 
enough for all of us or it’s not big enough for any of us! 
 The truth is that Jesus loves sinners—people whose lives are totally messed up and who are willing to admit 
it. This could be you today. Jesus loves you! 



 His grace doesn’t justify the sin and the bad choices that we make–but it changes everything–if we will 
accept God’s grace on his terms. 
 It’s not until you accept the truth that you are included amongst the worst that you discover that God’s grace 
is big enough for you. It’s not just knowing it’s for the worst of the worst–but knowing that you are, in fact, one 
of the worst! 
 When we choose God’s grace, it changes us, it changes the atmosphere of every room we walk into—and it 
changes the world. 
 Only those who have come face to face with their own sinfulness and brokenness feel comfortable spending 
time with the sinful and broken. Dietrich Bonhoeffer’s words speak to this point: The Christian community 
should not be governed by self-justification, which violates others, but by justification by grace, which serves 
others. Once individuals have experienced the mercy of God in their lives, from then on, they desire only to 
serve. The proud throne of the judge no longer lures them; instead they want to be down among the wretched 
and lowly, because God found them down there themselves. “Do not be haughty, but associate with the lowly” 
(Rom. 12:16). – Dietrich Bonhoeffer, Life Together 
 One of my favorite verses about this is Luke 15, Now all the tax collectors and the sinners were coming 
near him to listen to him. Both the Pharisees and the scribes began to grumble, saying, “This man receives 
sinners and eats with them.” Luke 15:1-2 (NASB) In the Ancient Near East when you had a fellowship meal 
with another person outside your family this meant that you excepted them as your friend. With Jesus it was the 
same. All throughout the Gospels we see Jesus eating with the worst people that his society had to offer. He 
dined with sinners, prostitutes, tax collectors, and other unsavory people. 
 So the worst thing the religious people could say about Jesus was that he was a “friend of sinners,” and that 
he “received sinners.” This meant that Jesus welcomed the least, the last, and the lost to his table! 
 Did you know that the word Hospitality in the original language of the New Testament translates as “the 
love of strangers.” It’s not just the tolerance of strangers, but the love of strangers—and more specifically, 
people who are strange (meaning different from you). Who is a stranger? Someone not like you. Someone who 
is socially, economically, racially different than you. 
 It is expressed culturally as “to let a stranger sit at one’s table,” “to offer a bed to a stranger,” or “to let a 
stranger enter one’s house.” Our culture—and often our heart—says to surround ourselves with people who are 
like us. Those we feel “safe” with. However, when you and I surround ourselves with people who are different 
from us—maybe even strange—everything changes.  
 Jesus said that he had no place to lay his head. Jesus relied on the hospitality of others when he was here on 
the earth. Jesus was rejected by the elite and was crucified outside the gate of the city. Jesus was so poor that he 
was buried in a borrowed tomb. Jesus’ act of hospitality cost him his life. His death on the cross paid for our 
seat at his table. Jesus was outcast, so that we could be brought into his home. That’s the ultimate act of 
hospitality. 
 In Jesus’ eyes, Levi’s friends were patients who needed a physician, and Jesus was that physician. My 
friends, sin can be compared to sickness, but forgiveness to having your health restored. Jesus is the Great 
Physician who comes to you in your deepest need, gives you the perfect diagnosis, and then he pays for the cure 
with his very life. What a Great Physician! Has he done that for you? 
 Let me close with this thought: Later, and we don’t know when, Jesus changed Levi’s name to Matthew, 
which means “gift of God.” He was no longer “joined/associated” with being lost, but he became a “gift of 
God.” 
 God can change your name, too, my friend. He wants to receive you. 
 
TOOK: ————————————————————————————————————————— 
 FAITH STORY: Gloria Cox, Meals on Wheels video 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



———————————— Discipleship Questions ———————————— 
 
MESSAGE SUMMARY: In Mark 2:13-17 Jesus calls Levi (a tax collector) to be one of his followers and Levi 
not only responds by following Jesus but introducing all of his tax collecting friends to Jesus. This cause quite a 
stir among the Pharisees. These religious leaders had prided themselves on ensuring a separation between their 
pious life and the sinful life of men like Levi. 
 When they complained about Jesus having such a great time receiving the hospitality of tax collectors, Jesus 
response was textbook! Somewhere along the line they had forgotten that they were sinful and in need of a 
Savior. Their religious piety did nothing to move the heart of God toward them, but for them it actually kept 
them away from God’s forgiving grace. After all, they did not think they needed saving. 
 That, my friends, is the curse of religion. In the guise of appearing to move you towards God it actually 
creates a blockage to getting to God and discovering his forgiveness of sins. Jesus became a “friend of sinners” 
so that sinners could become friends with God. Friendship is far more important to God than we often realize. 
We tend to think he puts top priority on performance, purity, and perfection—and we wrongly assume that a 
relationship is the eventual reward for those things. But, my friends, God doesn’t welcome us because of our 
good performance. He welcomes us because Jesus paid the price for our salvation on the cross. 
 
HEAD: These questions help you examine the truth of God’s Word. 
 1. Why did Jesus reach out to the outcasts of Jewish society? Why not the religious leaders? 
 2. What did this reveal about his mission on earth? How did it stir up trouble in his Jewish society? 
  
HEART: These questions help you wrestle with what you believe. 
 3. Is Jesus calling you to “follow me” in the full weight of what that phrase means? Calling you not just to 
be an intellectual believer in a belief, but a submitted disciple? What reservations might you still have that are 
holding you back? 
 4. Jesus is always willing to make himself socially “unclean” in order to remove barriers to restore 
fellowship with “outcasts.” How might that apply in your life? Your group’s life? 
 
HANDS: These questions help you bring the truth into your everyday life. 
 5. What does this passage tell us about how we ought to live out our faith today? 
 6. How far does your mercy and compassion extend to others? Are you withholding compassion from 
someone who desperately needs it, someone who Jesus would extend it to? What is holding you back? 
 
HABITS: These questions help you develop behaviors that change your life. 
 7. How can you practice the habit of hospitality (the love of strangers)? 
 
 
  



 
 
 
 
 
 
SURVIVING THE HOLIDAYS |NOV 15| 6:30- 8:30PM 
Practical helps for the holiday season after the loss of a loved one. Room 9 
 
JOURNEY TO THE LAND OF THE BIBLE (PRESENTATIONS) |NOV 17| 8PM 
Join Pastor James for this informational meeting and preview presentation. In the Dining Hall on Nov 
17th after Sat. night service. 
 
THANKSGIVING COMMUNITY MEAL |NOV 22| 12-2PM DINING HALL 
Open to all, children welcome. In partnership with Alliance Bible Church. To serve or prepare for the 
meal sign up online: isonrise.com/events 
 
ADOPT A FAMILY FOR CHRISTMAS | DEC 1ST |  
Help provide Christmas for families in need. Visit our Serve corner by the east entrance pick a family to 
adopt. A list of family members and wish lists will be available starting Dec. 1st. If needed find a friend 
or your small group to help adopt larger families together. 
 
LEAD CLASS | DEC 1 | 9-11AM 
This is the last in our four step Discipleship Pathway classes. Light breakfast served at 8:30am. Register 
online  
 
MEN’S BREAKFAST | DEC 8 | 8AM 
Join us monthly on the 2nd Sat for a time of great food, and conversation. Currently going through “The  
Measure of a Man” 
 
CUBA MISSION INFORMATION MEETING |DEC 9 | AFTER 11AM SERVICE 
Join us for an informational meeting on an upcoming April Mission trip to Cuba. Room 9 
 
OS SHELTER AT ORENCO STATION | DEC-FEB | 90 DAY COLD WEATHER SHELTER 
All volunteers must be 18 and older. There are many different volunteer opportunities that will fit any 
skill level Email sos@isonrise.com for questions or just sign up www.sos-shelter.org/volunteer  
 
MEN’S BREAKFAST | JAN 12 | 8 AM 
Join us monthly on the 2nd Sat for a time of great food, and conversation. Currently going through “The 
Measure of a Man” 
 
THE BEST YOU| JAN12 |10-11:30AM 
Join us for a fresh start to the New Year. Give God the best you; how to care for your entire being. 
Emotional, Spiritual, Mental & Physical. “Love the Lord your God with all your Heart, Soul Mind and 
strength.” Mark 12:30 Childcare available. Mark your calendar. 
 
CONNECT CLASS | JAN 19 | 9-11 AM 
This is the first of our four step Discipleship Pathway classes. Light Breakfast served at 8:30am. Online 
registration opens Dec1st  
 
MEMBERSHIP CLASS | JAN 20 | 9 &11 AM 
Our Sonrise Membership class is always offered the Sunday after the Connect, Grow, Serve, or Lead 
classes. 1 hr long Childcare in Children’s Ministry. 


