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HOOK: ————————————————————————————————————————— 
 I have always loved maps. When I was a child and my family would travel back and forth across the United 
States I loved following our journey on a map. As a child I even became an expert at folding glove box maps. 
 I still remember the first time I picked up a Thomas Guide. It changed my life! There in my own car was an 
entire street-by-street look at my city and county. It was a bit complicated to follow along, but it was amazing! 
 Then GPS devices became available and finally smartphones put them out of business. It still amazes me 
when my phone app gives me verbal prompts! 
 Maps are helpful and oftentimes vital. I believe maps help us make sense of the world. They bring clarity 
and insight. 
 As a reader of the Bible I think that many stories of the Bible only make sense when you know how 
everything fits on the map. For example, when it says that after Jonah heard from God to go to Nineveh he 
headed to Tarsus instead. Nineveh was east, and Tarsus was west! Or when it says that “Jesus had to go through 
Samaria.” That’s not actually true, from a map perspective. But you only see that when you look it up on a map. 
That’s why many Bibles have maps in the back. The Bible is filled with geographical information, and many 
times that matters to the story. The more you understand the lands of the Bible, the better you understand the 
Bible itself. 
 
BOOK: ————————————————————————————————————————— 
 So, today, in our story, we’re going to look at a map and see how that matters to one man—and if we’re 
mindful—to us as well. As evening came, Jesus said to his disciples, “Let’s cross to the other side of the lake.”  
Mark 4:35 (NLT) 
 That phrase, “The other side of the lake” is really important to the story. Any 1st century Jewish reader 
would have stood up and took notice and say, “What? Jesus went to the other side of the lake!” Now, none of 
us did that today, so let me know you what was so important. (SHOW MAP OF GALILEE) 
 The religious Jews of Northern Israel in Jesus’ day lived in what was known as the Religious Triangle and 
it’s where Jesus did much of his ministry. 
 Right on the other side of the lake were the “Decapolis”–originally ten cities given by Alexander the Great 
to his generals after they had conquered Israel. 
 Here’s a little cultural note: When Alexander the Great conquered the world and brought everything under 
his Greek Empire 300 hundred years before Jesus walked the earth, his plan was to persuade all peoples 
everywhere to adopt his world-view: Hellenism. 
 What was Hellenism? The belief that: 1) the human being was the ultimate creature in the universe, 2) the 
human mind was the ultimate source of truth, 3) the human body was the ultimate source of beauty, and 4) the 
human mind was the ultimate source of right and wrong. In other words, we are God.  
 Now, compare that with the Jewish world that taught that “God is the Ultimate.” It doesn’t matter what you 
or I think or feel—it is God’s Word that count. What is beautiful is what God says is beautiful. What is true and 
right is what God says is true and right. “Right and wrong” is not what I want “right and wrong” to be, but 
what God says is “right and wrong.” 
 Alexander the Great believed so strongly in Hellenism that he knew he could actually change the culture of 
his new lands. To do so he went to work changing the following Four Areas: Arts, education, sports and 
religion. 
 For Arts he introduced the Theatre where people began to enjoy the drama of a secular life. For Education 
he introduced the Gymnasium where students not only received an education, but also a new world-view. For 
Sports he built Arena where physical competitions occurred in the nude. For Religion he built Temples where 
people could worship the Greek gods. 
 Now, think about this: All of this happened in Israel in the Ten Towns of the Decapolis. They became little 
Greek towns where Hellenism was lived and preached. Can you understand the tension for the religious Jews? 
 Now, imagine all these faithful Jewish families trying to convince their children that God’s ways were best, 
when only seven miles away—just across the lake—were these gleaming cities of progress. Can you imagine as 
a God-fearing mom or dad, trying to keep their families from this decadent world? 



 Aren’t we in the same struggle? Today it’s not Hellenism, but it’s Humanism that preaches through the 
arts, education, sports and religion. 
 So “The other side of the lake,” would be like us saying, “Let’s go to Las Vegas,” only much, much worse. 
Let’s jump into our story. 
 So they arrived at the other side of the lake, in the region of the Gerasenes. (best translated as simply, “The 
outcast ones.”) When Jesus climbed out of the boat, a man possessed by an evil spirit came out from the tombs 
to meet him. (These were cave-like rooms cut into the rocks of nearby hills which served as tombs and 
sometimes as haunts for demented people.) This man lived in the burial caves and could no longer be 
restrained, even with a chain. Whenever he was put into chains and shackles—as he often was—he snapped the 
chains from his wrists and smashed the shackles. No one was strong enough to subdue him. (The original word 
used for subdue is, “to tame a wild animal”. That’s how this man was seen—more animal than human being.) 
Day and night he wandered among the burial caves and in the hills, howling and cutting himself with sharp 
stones. (Here we see that demon possession was a satanic attempt to distort and destroy the image of God in this 
man.) 
 Think about it with me, What Is Keeping Others From Jesus? Pain? Isolation? Can you imagine this 
man’s pain? Can you imagine his isolation? 
 According to Jewish ceremonial laws, this man was unclean in at least three ways: 1) He was a Gentile, 2) 
he was demon possessed, and 3) he lived in “the tombs.” You can imagine the shock of Jesus’ disciples! But 
Jesus loved him. 
 Friends, we should never turn our back on people who are “unclean” or repulsive to us, or who violate our 
moral standards and religious beliefs. Instead, we must realize that every human being is made in the image of 
God and needs to be touched by his love. The story continues… 
 When Jesus was still some distance away, the man saw him, ran to meet him, and bowed low before him. 
With a shriek, he screamed, “Why are you interfering with me, Jesus, Son of the Most High God? In the name 
of God, I beg you, don’t torture me!” For Jesus had already said to the spirit, “Come out of the man, you evil 
spirit.”  
 Then Jesus demanded, “What is your name?” And he replied, “My name is Legion, because there are many 
of us inside this man.” (The word Legion referred to a Roman army regiment of about 6,000 soldiers. It meant a 
great strength and oppression.) Then the evil spirits begged him again and again not to send them to some 
distant place. (Literally, the Abyss, the Bottomless Pit) 
 There happened to be a large herd of pigs feeding on the hillside nearby. “Send us into those pigs,” the 
spirits begged. “Let us enter them.” The Jews considered pigs “unclean” animals and would not raise them. But 
the farmers on the east side of the Sea of Galilee were Gentiles and raised pigs for the meat markets of their 
towns. That makes sense, of course—pigs! The Roman military had a pig emblazoned on their standards. By 
Jesus’ day, the pig had become the symbol of complete paganism (note the prodigal son). Just 200 years earlier 
it was a pagan ruler who attempted to force Jews to sacrifice and eat pigs. 
•Through the prophet Isaiah, God had once condemned his people for living and acting like the Gentile nations 
around them. Part of his condemnation is revealing: At night they go out among the graves, worshiping the 
dead. They eat the flesh of pigs and make stews with other forbidden foods. Isaiah 65:4 (NLT) 
 Everything about this man screams “unclean!” He is a Gentile, he lives in tombs, he is naked, he has an 
unclean spirit, there are pigs nearby. But Jesus sees through our “unclean” condition and sees the desperate cry 
of the heart! 
 The very nature of this demon possession was to reduce this man to being no more valuable than an animal. 
But Jesus saw him as one made in the image of God, dearly loved by the Father. Do we see people that way? 
When our culture reduces our desires for food and drink, sexuality and addictions to the level of animals, can 
we see beyond the “unclean”? 
 So Jesus gave them permission. The evil spirits came out of the man and entered the pigs, and the entire 
herd of about 2,000 pigs plunged down the steep hillside into the lake and drowned in the water. 
 How fitting! The water was symbolically considered the “abyss”! 
 Note that Jesus used his authority to serve others. He didn’t use it to “power over” people. When we go 
around “doing good” it should be the same for us. 
 The herdsmen fled to the nearby town and the surrounding countryside, spreading the news as they ran. 



People rushed out to see what had happened. A crowd soon gathered around Jesus, and they saw the man who 
had been possessed by the legion of demons. He was sitting there fully clothed and perfectly sane, and they 
were all afraid. Then those who had seen what happened told the others about the demon-possessed man and 
the pigs. And the crowd began pleading with Jesus to go away and leave them alone. 
 This man who was once naked is now clothed! This man who was once uncontrollable is now able to sit 
down on his own! This man who once had a dark and confused mind is now seated in his right mind! My 
friends, that’s what Jesus can do for you—and for everyone around us, lost in darkness. 
 As Jesus was getting into the boat, the man who had been demon possessed begged to go with him. But 
Jesus said, “No, go home to your family, and tell them everything the Lord has done for you and how merciful 
he has been.” So the man started off to visit the Ten Towns of that region and began to proclaim the great 
things Jesus had done for him; and everyone was amazed at what he told them. Mark 5:1-20 (NLT) 
 Satan tried to destroy this man, but Jesus came to deliver him! 
 Notice how Jesus changed this man: He’s sitting, he’s clothed, and he’s sane. He has a whole new life and a 
whole new purpose in life. His new mission is to tell others about what Jesus had done for him. He’ll do the 
same for you. 
 This man had been demon possessed, but he became a living example of Jesus’ love and power. My friends, 
if you have experienced Jesus’ love and power, are you enthusiastic about sharing the Good News with those 
around you? Just as we would tell others about a doctor who cured a physical disease, we should tell about 
Christ who forgives our sin. 
 
LOOK: ————————————————————————————————————————— 
 There is a kind of love that seeks value in what it loves and there is a kind of love that creates value in 
what it loves. 
 Q: Are you using others for your own value? 
 Q: Are you creating value in others by your love? 
 Q: Where is your “other side”… and are you going there? 
 Is it a racial divide? A social divide? An economic divide? A political divide? A religious divide? Are you 
more concerned over who is right? 
 The Jewish leaders’ answer to growing secularism was to retreat into their religious world and isolate. 
I’m so glad that Jesus didn’t hide behind his religious culture and shut out the hurting world around him. He 
went to them in their moments of need. Jesus loved the least, the last and the lost–without a concern for his 
reputation. ARE YOU GOING TO THE OTHER SIDE? 
 
TOOK: ————————————————————————————————————————— 
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———————————— Discipleship Questions ———————————— 
 
MESSAGE SUMMARY: In Mark 5:1-20 we see Jesus take the bold step to take his disciples on a ministry 
trip to “the other side of the lake.” In doing so, not only was a man freed from his oppression, but an entire 
region began to hear about Jesus. There is so much in this story to consider, but let’s take time to focus on this 
one important fact: Jesus went to a man in pain and isolation, so he could be set free. Where once Satan ruled in 
the man, Jesus had taken up residence in his life and he would never be the same again. 
 
HEAD: These questions help you examine the truth of God’s Word. 
 1. What did you think about the Jewish/Gentile implications of Jesus going to “the other side of the lake”? 
 2. How do these divide us today: Race? Religion? Society? Economics? Politics? How do they distort the 
image of God in our lives? 
  
HEART: These questions help you wrestle with what you believe. 
 3. How do you react when you encounter people who are very far from God? With fear? With sympathy?  
 4. Has your compassion moved you to action to love and serve people far from God? 
 
HANDS: These questions help you bring the truth into your everyday life. 
 5. Who around you has been deceived and darkened by the Devil? 
 6. What risks would you be willing to take to reach that person? What’s stopping you from going to them? 
 
HABITS: These questions help you develop behaviors that change your life and the life of others. 
 7. How can you regularly build into your life the habit of “going to the other side”? 


