
Week 2: Devotion 
 
What Influences You? 
 
When you know more about God, it is easier to trust him and let him influence 
you. As we continue through the story of creation, we see that God placed man 
in the Garden of Eden with one restriction. 
 
The Lord God placed the man in the Garden of Eden to tend and watch 
over it. But the Lord God warned him, “You may freely eat the fruit of every 
tree in the garden— except the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. If 
you eat its fruit, you are sure to die.” 

Genesis 2:15-16 (NLT) 
 
Man is not allowed to eat from the tree of knowledge of good and evil. You may 
think this is harsh, but God does this so that we have ‘free will’. ‘Free will’ 
means that we get to make decisions. God loves us so much, that he gives us 
the choice to obey him and love him. The problem comes when we let others 
influence our decisions. 
 
The serpent was the shrewdest of all the wild animals the Lord God had 
made. One day he asked the woman, “Did God really say you must not eat 
the fruit from any of the trees in the garden?”“Of course we may eat fruit 
from the trees in the garden,” the woman replied. “It’s only the fruit from 
the tree in the middle of the garden that we are not allowed to eat. God 
said, ‘You must not eat it or even touch it; if you do, you will die.’”“You 
won’t die!” the serpent replied to the woman. “God knows that your eyes 
will be opened as soon as you eat it, and you will be like God, knowing both 
good and evil.” The woman was convinced. She saw that the tree was 
beautiful and its fruit looked delicious, and she wanted the wisdom it 
would give her.  

Genesis 3:1-6a (NLT) 
 

The woman let the serpent influence her about the tree of knowledge of good 
and evil. She let the serpent convince her that God was holding out on them. 
 
Questions: 
What are your friends like? How do they influence your life? 
 
What are your parents like? How do they influence your life? 
 
Does God influence your life? If so, how? 
 
What other things do you allow to influence your decisions? 


