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“Why Study Bible Doctrine?” 
Bible Doctrine Survey–Sonrise Seminary 

 
 “For we were not making up clever stories when we told you about the powerful coming of 
our Lord Jesus Christ. We saw his majestic splendor with our own eyes when he received honor 
and glory from God the Father. The voice from the majestic glory of God said to him, ‘This is my 
dearly loved Son, who brings me great joy.’ We ourselves heard that voice from heaven when we 
were with him on the holy mountain.  
 “Because of that experience, we have even greater confidence in the message proclaimed by 
the prophets. You must pay close attention to what they wrote, for their words are like a lamp 
shining in a dark place—until the Day dawns, and Christ the Morning Star shines in your hearts. 
Above all, you must realize that no prophecy in Scripture ever came from the prophet’s own 
understanding, or from human initiative. No, those prophets were moved by the Holy Spirit, and 
they spoke from God.” – 2 Peter 1:16-21 (NLT) 
 
Introduction 

A. Nature of Theology 
1. Definitions 

• Theology–is not a word to avoid or to fear; it simply means “the Study of God”. 
• Doctrine – means sound (healthy) teaching. 

  So to study theology is to determine sound teaching (doctrine) about God which is 
critically important since Scripture urges us to both know about God and to know 
Him personally and experientially. 
Jeremiah 9:23-24, John 17:3, Philippians 3:7-9, 2 Peter 3:18 
 

2. Kinds of Theology 
There are 3 major kinds of theological study: 
• Biblical Theology – focuses on what all or a particular book of the Bible or author 

teaches about God (e.g. - what John teaches about the deity of Christ; what 
Ephesians teaches about the Church, etc.). 

• Systematic Theology – focuses on the study, orderly arrangement and correlation of 
all the Bible teaches about God and His works. 

• Historical Theology – focuses on the doctrinal beliefs (both orthodox and heretical) 
of the Church during different historical time periods. Historical Theology will be 
covered in the Church History class. 

  This course in Bible Doctrine Survey will present in summary fashion a 
systematic biblical theology by studying what the Bible teaches in the ten major 
doctrinal divisions (Students are not required to agree with all of the doctrinal 
positions and conclusions of the teacher. Students are strongly encouraged to reach 
their conclusions and positions based on careful study of the teachings of Scripture, 
versus their past history or experience). 
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B. Method of Study 
1. Approach of this Class 

We will seek to learn Bible doctrine from an inductive standpoint by: 
– studying primarily the text of Scripture. 
– drawing conclusions from our study. 
– arranging the results in an orderly fashion. 
– trying to understand the implications of our findings, realizing that we cannot 

exhaust the knowledge of God nor can He be confined to a neat, orderly 
theological system. 

Our approach focuses on: 
– normal, literal interpretation of Scripture. 
– the progressive nature of the biblical revelation, i.e., the New Testament completes 

and complements the Old Testament. The NT cannot be understood fully without 
the OT.  

– using central (key) texts to develop a systematic biblical theology. 
 

2. Three Foundational Concepts: 
Everyone believes something about God, e.g., the 
Atheist – believes that there is no God.  
Agnostic – believes that if God exists we cannot know Him. 
Theist – believes that there is a God. 
This study of Bible Doctrine is built on three foundational concepts or assumptions: 
1. That God is. Genesis 1:1 
2. That God can be known. John 17:3 
3. That God has revealed Himself in the person of Jesus Christ and in the Bible which 

is inspired and therefore inerrant and authoritative. Hebrews 1:1-3, 2 Timothy 
3:16, John 1:18 

 
3. Four Guiding Principles 

Correlation – we will study relationships within and between doctrines in order to 
correlate them properly (e.g., how Christology relates to Eschatology). 

Balance – we will study all the central texts of Scripture both OT and NT to 
determine the “whole counsel of God” with no bias toward one doctrine. 

Consistency – we will seek to harmonize all central texts and doctrinal concepts (e.g. 
humanity vs. deity of Christ). 

Accuracy - we will strive to be biblically correct based on what the text says. 
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4. Five Fundamentals of the Christian faith 
Throughout history orthodox Christianity has firmly held to these basic beliefs: 
1. The Virgin birth of Christ. 
2. The substitutionary atonement of Christ. 
3. The Deity of Christ. 
4. The Inspiration of Scripture. 
5. The bodily resurrection and Second Coming of Christ. 
On these five truths Christianity rests.. 

 
5. Six Essential Attitudes of a Good Theology Student 

1. A willingness to diligently study the Word of God. 
2. An acceptance of the inspiration, inerrancy and authority of scripture. 
3. An open mind and teachable spirit. 
4. A dependence on the insight and illumination of the Holy Spirit. 
5. A desire to know God more fully in order to obey Him more completely. 
6. A genuine belief that God will allow Himself to be known. 
Hebrews 11:6, 1 Chronicles 28:9 

 
C. Purpose of Study 
 Why should Christians study systematic theology? That is, why should we engage in the 

process of collecting and summarizing the teachings of many individual Bible passages 
on particular topics? 
1. The Basic Reason 

  The most important reason for studying systematic theology is that it enables us to 
obey the command of Jesus to teach believers to observe all that he commanded: 
 “Therefore, go and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of 
the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit. Teach these new disciples to obey all the 
commands I have given you. And be sure of this: I am with you always, even to the end of 
the age.” – Matthew 28:19-20 (NLT) 

  To “teach these new disciples to obey all that Jesus commanded” means that fulfilling 
the Great Commission includes, therefore, not only evangelism, but also teaching. And 
the task of teaching all that Jesus commanded us is, in a broad sense, the task of teaching 
what the whole Bible says to us today. This is where systematic theology becomes 
necessary: To effectively teach ourselves and others what the whole Bible says, it is 
necessary to collect and summarize all the Scripture passages on a particular subject. 

  The basic reason for studying systematic theology, then, is that it enables us to teach 
ourselves and others what the whole Bible says, thus fulfilling Jesus’ command. 
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2. The Benefits to Our Lives. 
 Although the basic reason for studying systematic theology is that it is a means of 

obedience to our Lord’s command, there are some additional specific benefits that come 
from such study. 

  First, studying theology helps us overcome our wrong ideas. Because there is sin in 
our hearts, and because we have incomplete knowledge of the Bible, all of us from time 
to time resist or refuse to accept certain teachings of Scripture. For example, we may 
have only a vague understanding about a doctrine, which makes it easier to resist, or 
perhaps we know only one verse about a topic and we then try to explain away that verse. 
It is helpful for us to be confronted with the total weight of the teaching of Scripture on 
that subject so that we will be persuaded more readily even against our initial wrongful 
tendencies. 

  Second, studying systematic theology helps us to be able to make better decisions 
about God’s will for our lives. What does the Bible teach about husband/wife 
relationships? About raising children? About witnessing to a friend at work? What 
principles does Scripture give us for studying psychology, economics, or the natural 
sciences? How does it guide us in spending money, in saving, or in tithing? The Bible 
gives us principles that apply to every area of our lives, and those who have learned well 
the theological teachings of the Bible will be much better able to make decisions that are 
pleasing to God in these practical areas as well. 

  Third, studying systematic theology will help us grow as Christians. The more we 
know about God, about his Word, about his relationships to the world and mankind, the 
better we will trust him, the more fully we will praise him, and the more readily we will 
obey him. Studying systematic theology rightly will make us more mature Christians. If it 
does not do this, we are not studying it in the way God intends. 

  In fact, the Bible often connects sound doctrine with maturity in Christian living: Paul 
says that, “These teachings promote a godly life.” (1 Timothy 6:3), and says that his 
work as an apostle was “to proclaim faith to those God has chosen and to teach them to 
know the truth that shows them how to live godly lives.” (Titus 1:1) 

 
D. Approach to Study 
 How then should we study systematic theology? The Bible provides some guidelines for 

answering this question. 
 1. We Should Study Systematic Theology with Prayer 
  If studying systematic theology is simply a certain way of studying the Bible, the 

passages in Scripture that talk about the way in which we should study God’s Word give 
guidance to us in this task. Just as the psalmist prays in Psalm 119:18, “Open my eyes 
that I may behold wondrous things out of your law,” so we should pray and seek God’s 
help in understanding his Word. Paul tells us in 1 Corinthians 2:14 that “the unspiritual 
man does not receive the gifts of the Spirit of God, for they are folly to him, and he is not 
able to understand them because they are spiritually discerned.” Studying theology is 
therefore a spiritual activity in which we need the help of the Holy Spirit. 
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  Since it is the Holy Spirit who gives us the ability to understand Scripture, we need to 
realize that the proper thing to do, particularly when we are unable to understand some 
passage or some doctrine of Scripture, is to pray for God’s help. Often what we need is 
not more data but more insight into the data we already have available. This insight is 
given only by the Holy Spirit. 1 Corinthians 2:14, Ephesians 1:17‑19 

 
 2. We Should Study Systematic Theology with Humility 
  Peter tells us, “Clothe yourselves, all of you, with humility toward one another, for 

‘God opposes the proud, but gives grace to the humble” (1 Peter 5:5). Those who study 
systematic theology will learn many things about the teachings of Scripture that are 
perhaps not known or not known well by other Christians in their churches or by relatives 
who are older in the Lord than they are. They may also find that they understand things 
about Scripture that some of their church officers do not understand, and that even their 
pastor has perhaps forgotten or never learned well. 

  In all of these situations, it would be very easy to adopt an attitude of pride or 
superiority toward others who have not made such a study. But how ugly it would be if 
anyone were to use this knowledge of God’s Word simply to win arguments or to put 
down a fellow Christian in conversation, or to make another believer feel insignificant in 
the Lord’s work. James’ counsel is good for us at this point: “You must all be quick to 
listen, slow to speak, and slow to get angry. Human anger does not produce the 
righteousness God desires.” (James 1:19‑20). 

  Paul reminds us in 1 Corinthians 8:1 that knowledge can lead to arrogance that “puffs 
up,” rather than leading to love that can “build up.” 

 
 3. We Should Study Systematic Theology with Reason 
  We find that the authors of the New Testament will often quote a verse of Scripture 

and then draw logical conclusions from it. They reason from Scripture. It is therefore not 
wrong to use human understanding, human logic, and human reason to draw conclusions 
from the statements of Scripture. Nevertheless, when we reason and draw what we think 
to be correct logical deductions from Scripture, we sometimes make mistakes. The 
deductions we draw from the statements of Scripture are not equal to the statements of 
Scripture themselves in certainty or authority, for our ability to reason and draw 
conclusions is not the ultimate standard of truth–only Scripture is. 

  What then are the limits on our use of our reasoning abilities to draw deductions from 
the statements of Scripture? The fact that reasoning to conclusions that go beyond the 
mere statements of Scripture is appropriate for studying Scripture, and the fact that 
Scripture itself is the ultimate standard of truth, combine to indicate to us that we are free 
to use our reasoning abilities to draw deductions from any passage of Scripture so long as 
these deductions do not contradict the clear teaching of some other passage of Scripture. 
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 4. We Should Study Systematic Theology with Help from Others 
  We need to be thankful that God has put teachers in the church. We should allow 

those with gifts of teaching to help us understand Scripture. This means that we should 
make use of systematic theologies and other books that have been written by some of the 
great teachers that God has given to the church over the course of its history. It also 
means that our study of theology should include talking with other Christians about the 
things we study. Among those with whom we talk will often be some with gifts of 
teaching who can explain Biblical teachings clearly and help us to understand more 
easily. 

 
 5. We Should Study Systematic Theology with Rejoicing and Praise 
  The study of theology is not merely an intellectual or mental exercise. It is a study of 

the living God and of the wonders of all his works in creation and redemption. We cannot 
study this subject as if our hearts and lives are uninvolved! We must love all that God is, 
all that he says, and all that he does. “You shall love the LORD your God with all your 
heart” (Deuteronomy 6:5). Our response to the study of the theology of Scripture should 
be that of the psalmist who said, “How precious to me are your thoughts, O God!” 
(Psalm 139:17). In the study of the teachings of God’s Word, it should not surprise us if 
we often find our hearts spontaneously worshiping God with delight. Psalm 19, 119 

 
E. Conclusion 

The goal of studying theology is not simply to become more knowledgeable about God 
but to become more like Him in character and conduct. 

Correct belief about God leads to proper response to God and appropriate behavior in 
life. And since as a follower of Christ you must refute false doctrine it is also 
essential that you know correct doctrine. Titus 1:9 

Theology = right thinking about God which leads to righteous living. Colossians 1:9-10 
Theology forces you to decide what you really believe about God. When we have correct 

thoughts about God we are in a position to be conformed to His image. 
 

 1. God (Theology Proper) 
 2. The Bible (Bibliology) 
 3. Jesus Christ (Christology)   
 4. The Holy Spirit (Pneumatology) 
 5. Angels (Angelology) 
 6. Man (Anthropology) 
 7. Sin (Hamartiology) 
 8. Salvation (Soteriology) 
 9. The Church (Ecclesiology) 
 10. Future Things (Eschatology) 

The Ten M
ajor D

octrines 

“In essentials, unity; 
in non-essentials, liberty; 

in all things, charity.” 
–St. Augustine 
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“The Study of God – Theology Proper, part 1” 
Bible Doctrine Survey–Sonrise Seminary 

 
 “For God is Spirit, so those who worship him must worship in spirit and in truth.” 

 – John 4:24 (NLT) 
 
Introduction 

A. Who or What is God? 
  As we begin our study of Bible doctrines we need to consider what is really included 

in our personal concept of God. Theologian, J.I. Packer, asked the question this way: 
  “What do you mean when you say God?” Or to put it another way, “who or what is 

God to you?” 
  * Turn to your neighbor and in your own words define or describe God as if you were 

talking to someone who knows nothing about God. 
 
B. Major World Views 

Most of these ideas about God are built upon one of several classic World Views: 
1. Monism: There is one impersonal ultimate principle, force or purpose at work in the 

universe. 
2. Dualism: There are two equal but opposite forces which oppose each other in the 

world – good vs. evil; mind vs. matter; spiritual vs. physical. 
3. Humanism: Man is his own “god,” the highest of all beings and life centers around 

human effort and achievement. 
4. Atheism: There is no God. 
5. Agnosticism: If there is a God, he cannot be known with certainty. 
6. Materialism: There are natural, materialistic forces or laws at work in the World 

which explain everything. 
7. Pantheism: God is everything and everything is God. 
8. Polytheism: There are many different gods, some of whom are more significant than 

the others. 
9. Syncretism: The acceptance and combining of many differing beliefs and practices 

and “deities”. 
10. Deism: God created everything and allows it to exist in accordance with his natural 

laws but he does not interfere with it and is not personally involved in it. 
11. Theism: There is one personal God who is both transcendent (greater than and 

outside of the created order) and immanent (present and personally involved) and 
who is the sovereign creator, ruler and sustainer of the universe. 

 Note: Most of the non-Christian world religions are built on pantheism or polytheism. 
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C. Existence and knowledge of God 
Our study of doctrine is founded on biblical theism, i.e. God as revealed in the Bible. 
1. Possible sources of knowledge about God 

There are 3 potential sources of knowledge about God: 
1. Human reason and intuition which refers to what man can think up, dream about or 

assume concerning God. 
2. Tradition and experience which refers to what others here said, experienced or 

concluded about God in the past including church creeds, confessions and 
traditions. 

3. Revelation which refers to God making Himself known to man in understandable 
ways 
– by His creation 
– to individual men 
– in His Son 
– through His Word. 

Of these sources of knowledge of God which is the most reliable and accurate? Why? 
But is it really possible for finite man to know infinite God? Yes, because: 
– God chose to reveal Himself to man. Exodus 3:1-6, 13-14 
– God made man in His own spiritual image with the ability to relate to Him through 

mind, will, emotions and personality. Genesis 1:26-27 
– God communicated with man in understandable language. Hebrews 1:1-2 
– God desires man to seek Him and find Him. 1 Chronicles 28:9 
– God gave us His Holy Spirit that we might know and understand Him more fully. 1 

Corinthians 2:10-13 
Again, our study of God will focus primarily on what God has revealed of Himself 

through the special revelation of His Word. 
2. Naturalistic arguments for God’s existence by theists 
  Through the centuries man has sought to explain and prove the existence of God 

using four classic arguments. Notice after each argument how the Bible states the 
case. 
• Cosmological - the universe is a result which demands an adequate and sustaining 

first cause (Every result must have a sufficient cause). 
 A – Something exists (the world). 
 B – Nothing cannot produce something. 
 C – Something (someone) must have caused it. Therefore, the Universe is either: 
  (1) Self-caused - Impossible 
  (2) Un-caused-Not possible unless eternal and infinite, or 
  (3) Caused by another. Genesis 1:1, Hebrews 11:3 



Bible Doctrine Study–Lesson Two: “The Study of God – Theology Proper, part 1” 
 

3 

• Teleological - The design, order and complexity of the universe point to a rational, 
intelligent, purposeful creator who is the first cause of all (i.e. a watch demands a 
watch-maker). 

  A – Design and order implies a designer. 
  B – We see design. 
  C – There must be a designer. Psalm 19:1, Romans 1:19-20 
• Anthropological - Man’s personality (mind, will, emotions) and moral nature must 

reflect a creator God who is Himself personal and moral. 
 A. Creation reflects the Creator. 
 B. Reveals a God who is personal and moral. Romans 1:19, 2:12-15 
• Ontological - Almost every man has the idea in his mind of a perfect being, which 

idea had to come outside of man from the perfect being who is the perfect first 
cause of all. 

 A. Nature of man’s concept of God demands His existence. 
 B. Reveals God to be perfect. Isaiah 55:8-9, Acts 17:24-28 

  The Bible really does not argue for the existence of God but merely assumes that 
God is and conclusively demonstrates His existence. The acceptance of the existence 
of God is a matter of faith. Hebrews 11:6 

  * What is the value, if any, of these naturalistic arguments for the existence of 
God? Which one do you think is the strongest and why? 

 
D. Essential Nature of God 
  When we begin to try to grasp who God is and what He is like we must begin with 

one simple question: “What is it about God that makes Him God?” Or, to put it another 
way – “What is the essence of God?” 

  While this is a very difficult and perhaps impossible question to answer, it must be 
asked and here is one good starting point: “God is all that man is not!” 

 1. Theological definitions of God 
  Westminster Confession - “There is but one only living and true God, who is infinite 

in being and perfection, a most pure spirit, invisible, without body, parts, or passions, 
immutable, immense, eternal, incomprehensible, almighty, most wise, most holy, most 
free, most absolute, working all things according to the counsel of His own immutable 
and most righteous will, for His own glory; most loving, gracious, merciful, long-
suffering, abundant in goodness and truth, forgiving iniquity, transgression and sin; the 
rewarder of them that diligently seek Him; and withal most just and terrible in His 
judgments; hating all sin, and who will by no means clear the guilty.” 

  Westminster Shorter Catechism - Question Four: “What is God? God is spirit, 
infinite, eternal, and unchangeable in His being, wisdom, power, holiness, justice, 
goodness and truth.” 

  Berkhof - “God is one, absolute, unchangeable and infinite in His knowledge and 
wisdom, His goodness and love, His grace and mercy, His righteousness and holiness.” 
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  Lightner - “God is spirit. He is a living and active divine person who is infinite and 
unchangeable in His being, power, holiness, justice, goodness, truth and love. He can 
enjoy fellowship with persons He created in His own image and redeemed by His grace, 
and He always acts in harmony with His perfect nature.” 

  Most of us will probably conclude that while we cannot fully define God we can 
describe Him based on what the Bible says of Him. For God is both knowable and 
unknowable. Job 11:7-8, Romans 11:33-36 

 2. Essence of God 
• 5 things about God which make Him God: 
 1. God is spirit. 
 2. God is life. 
 3. God is perfect. 
 4. God is unique. 
 5. God is eternal. 
  Things which are true about God are often called attributes or characteristics 

of God. A.W. Tozer says that “an attribute of God is whatever God has in any 
way revealed as being true of Himself.” 

These first 5 attributes describe God’s essential nature. 
1. God is Spirit. 

Key verse: John 4:23-24 
Meaning: God in His essential nature is spirit. 
Explanation: 

 • God in His essence is not physical or material although in Christ He chose to take 
on the limitations of human flesh. Philippians 2:6-8 

 • God is invisible, except as He chose to reveal Himself in Christ. Colossians 1:15 
 • God can’t be represented accurately by any man-made image. Exodus 20:3-4 
 • God in His essence has simplicity and unity. Deuteronomy 6:4 
2. God is Life. 

Key verse: Job 34:14-15 
Meaning: Life is a quality inherent in God Himself. 
Explanation: 
• All life is sourced in and derived from God. Acts 17:24-28 
• God is the sustainer of all life. Colossians 1:17 
• God is the giver and taker of all life. Daniel 5:23 
• “Eternal life” is the life of Jesus Christ. 1 John 5:11-13 

3. God is Perfect. 
Key verse: Matthew 5:48 
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Meaning: God is complete in all respects and is lacking in nothing. God is totally 
flawless. God exists in a state of absolute excellence. God is completely correct 
and accurate. 

Explanation: 
• God’s works are perfect. Deuteronomy 32:4 
• God’s ways are perfect. 2 Samuel 22:31 
• God’s Word is perfect. Psalm 18:30 
• God’s laws are perfect. Psalm 19:7 

4. God is Unique. 
Key verse: Isaiah 40:25 
Meaning: God stands alone. There is no one like Him - He is peerless and matchless, 

exalted above His creation. 
Explanation: 
• The Lord alone is God. 2 Samuel 7:22 
• The Lord alone is great and powerful. Jeremiah 10:6 
• The Lord alone is right. Psalm 51:4 
• The Lord alone is wise. Daniel 2:20 
• The Lord alone is good. Psalm 100:5 
• The Lord alone is sovereign. Daniel 4:34-35 
• The Lord alone is holy. 1 Samuel 2:2 
• The Lord alone is faithful. 2 Timothy 2:13 
• The Lord alone can save. Luke 18:26-27 

5. God is Eternal. 
Key verse: Psalm 90:2 
Meaning: God is, always has been and will forever be. He has no beginning nor end. 
Explanation: 
• God is the uncaused, first cause of all things. 1 Timothy 6:16 
• God is self-existing. Exodus 3:14 
• God is independent. Isaiah 40:13-14 
• God is not limited by time. Psalm 90:1-4 
• God can be depended on. Psalm 145:4, 13 

 
• Other Important Characteristics (Attributes) Of God 
  The following characteristics of God are no more or less important than the 5 

essential ones already described. But these other attributes of God seem to flow out of 
the first 5 essential ones. Again, attributes are simply those things which the Bible 
reveals are true about God. 
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6. God is Holy 
Key verse: Isaiah 6:1-8 
Meaning: God is morally excellent, perfectly pure and absolutely separate from sin 

and evil. Holiness is that which makes God divinely and distinctly different from 
all others. 

Explanation: 
• God cannot look on sin with approval. Habakkuk 1:13 
• Sin separates man from God. Isaiah 59:2 
• Whatever is properly related to God must be holy. 1 Peter 1:15-16 

7. God is Transcendent 
Key verse: Job 11:7-8 
Meaning: God is higher than and above all of His creation. 
Explanation: 
• Except as God chooses to reveal Himself He is incomprehensible and 

unapproachable. Deuteronomy 29:29 
• God’s ways and thoughts are higher than and different from man’s. Isaiah 55:8-9 
• God expects us to walk according to His higher ways. Leviticus 18:1-5 

8. God is Self-sufficient 
Key verse: Acts 17:24-25 
Meaning: God perpetually exists in and of Himself and is therefore independent, self-

sufficient and has no need of anyone or anything. 
Explanation: 
• God is absolutely free and independent of any needs. Acts 17:24-25 
• God is not obligated to nor does He owe anyone anything. Job 41:11 
• When God calls us to Himself or uses us in His service it is because He chooses to 

do so. John 15:16 
9. God is Infinite 

Key verse: Psalm 145:3 
Meaning: God is free from all limitations; He knows and has no restrictions. His 

attributes cannot be exhausted or strained. 
Explanation: 
• God never gets tired or weary. Isaiah 40:28-29 
• All of God’s attributes are infinite, e.g. “love.” Romans 8:31-39 
• God cannot be confined or hindered in any way. Daniel 4:35 
• God is not bound by time, space or matter. Revelation 1:8 
• God is all that man is not. Job 42:1-3 
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10. God is Immutable 
Key verse: James 1:17 
Meaning: God cannot change for better or for worse; nothing can be added to or 

subtracted from God. 
Explanation: 
• God always acts in perfect harmony with His character. Numbers 23:19 
• God is not influenced by emotions or circumstances. Ezekiel 24:14 
• God’s attitudes and actions are always consistent. Numbers 23:19 
• God can be trusted. 1 Samuel 15:29 

11. God is Omnipotent 
Key verse: Jeremiah 32:17 
Meaning: God inherently possesses and exercises all power, ability and strength. 
Explanation: 
• There is nothing which God cannot accomplish. Jeremiah 32:17 
• All power is derived from God. Genesis 1:3 
• God sustains all things by His power. For God to exercise His power He needs only 

to speak. Revelation 4:11 
12. God is Omnipresent 

Key verse: Psalm 139:7-12 
Meaning: Everywhere is in the presence of God. 
Explanation: 
• There is nowhere we can go where God is not. Psalm 139:7-12 
• God sees all things all the time. Jeremiah 23:23-24 
• There are no secret sins. Proverbs 15:3 
• God is always present with us. Matthew 28:20 

13. God is Omniscient 
Key verse: Isaiah 46:10  
Meaning: God knows and understands all things, events and people past, present, 

future, possible or potential that have been, are now, will be, might be, or could 
have been. 

Explanation: 
• Nothing is beyond God’s knowledge. Job 28:23-24 
• All things are perfectly known to God. 1 John 3:20 
• God cannot be surprised, shocked or taken off guard. Psalm 139:1-6 
• God is always prepared for everything in advance. Matthew 6:8 
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14. God is Sovereign 
Key verse: Isaiah 46:8-10 
Meaning: Because of Who He is, God has both the authority, right and power to rule 

over and control all things in accordance with His perfect will. 
Explanation: 
• God is absolutely in control of all things. Luke 8:22-25 
• God uses all things both good and bad to accomplish His purposes. Romans 8:28 
• As part of God’s creation we need to cooperate with God’s sovereign rule, not fight 

against it. Jeremiah 18:1-6 
15. God is Faithful 

Key verse: 2 Timothy 2:13 
Meaning: God’s actions and attitudes are always consistent with His character and He 

always keeps His promises. 
Explanation: 
• God is faithful to His promises of blessing and judgment. Revelation 20:6, 15 
• God is absolutely and totally dependable and trustworthy. Psalm 121 
• God will never fail you even though men do. Psalm 146 

16. God is Love 
Key verse: 1 John 4:8-11 
Meaning: Love is that demonstration of God’s character by which He voluntarily 

commits to give Himself to always seek the highest good of others. 
Explanation: 

God’s love is 
– unfailing 
– undeserved 
– unending 
– unfathomable 

17. God is Light 
Key verse: 1 John 1:5 
Meaning: Light is that demonstration of God’s character by which He reveals a true 

knowledge of Himself, of His salvation and His absolute moral purity. 
Explanation: 
• God is pure light and in Him dwells no darkness or evil at all. 1 John 1:5 
• The light of God’s self-revelation makes salvation possible. Matthew 16:15-17 
• Light in the Bible is sometimes used in contrast to: 

- Sin 1 John 1:7 
- Ignorance Isaiah 9:2 
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• Light and truth (illumination/understanding) are often used synonymously in 
Scripture. Ephesians 4:17-18 

18. God is Truth 
Key verse: John 14:6  
Meaning: Everything God is, says and does conforms perfectly to ultimate reality. 
Explanation: 
• What God says is absolutely correct, accurate and reliable. Isaiah 45:19 
• God cannot lie or falsely represent anything. Numbers 23:19 
• God’s words are always true. Psalm 119:160 
• God’s Word, the Bible, is accurate, correct and without error. John 17:17 
• Truth is embodied in Jesus Christ. John 1:14, 17 
• Whatever does not agree with God is false. 1 John 4:4-6 

19. God is Good 
Key verse: Psalm 34:8  
Meaning: God is inherently good and always acts for the right motive seeking to 

accomplish that result which is beneficial, profitable, useful and appropriate from 
His perspective. 

Explanation: 
• God never seeks to bring about a bad result. 
• Evil does not originate with God. 
• Even when God disciplines us it is for our good. Hebrews 12:10-11 
• God even uses bad things to accomplish good results. Genesis 50:20 
• God’s desire for us is always motivated by good. Matthew 7:9-11 

20. God is Wise 
Key verse: Daniel 2:20-21 
Meaning: God alone understands all things and knows how to skillfully, perfectly and 

appropriately apply that knowledge to life in order to accomplish the desired 
results. Wisdom is knowledge fully understood and skillfully applied. 

Explanation: 
• Man has no real wisdom apart from God. Job 38:1-2 
• Man’s wisdom when compared to God’s is foolishness. 1 Corinthians 1:25 
• Wisdom is found in Christ. 1 Corinthians 1:30 
• Scripture is able to makes us wise unto salvation. 2 Timothy 3:15 
• One who truly desires wisdom should seek God. Job 28:20-28 

21. God is Just 
Key verse: Ezekiel 18:4 
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Meaning: God always deals equitably with all men by holding them accountable to 
Himself and to the same standard, while rewarding the righteous and punishing 
the wicked. 

Explanation: 
• God shows no partiality. Job 34:17-19 
• God Himself is the holy standard by which all men are measured and to which all 

are held accountable. 1 Peter 1:17 
• Fairness is a human concept based on personal circumstances and in relationship to 

how others are treated (Fairness ended in the Garden). 
• Because God is just He must reward the righteous and punish the wicked. Numbers 

14:18 
• God’s justice is exercised with mercy and grace. 

22. God is Merciful 
Key verse: Psalm 25:6-7  
Meaning: Mercy is God compassionately withholding what we rightfully deserve 

because of our sin. 
Explanation: 
• Mercy is often translated in Scripture as compassion. 
• When God chooses to act out of mercy no one can claim any personal credit or 

merit. Ephesians 2:4-7 
• The two-fold motivation for forgiveness of sin is God’s mercy and grace. Titus 3:5 
• Mercy expresses an active choice by God. Habakkuk 3:2 

23. God is Gracious 
Key verse: Psalm 111:4 
Meaning: Grace is God freely and generously giving to us what we do not rightfully 

deserve. 
Explanation: 
• God’s grace is both His unmerited favor bestowed on us and His divine enablement 

to respond to and serve Him. Titus 2:11-12 
• Grace is embodied in the person of Jesus Christ. John 1:14-17 
• Grace overflows from God’s goodness and great love. Romans 3:22-24 
• The two-fold motivation of forgiveness of sins is God’s grace and mercy. Psalm 

111:4 
• If God were not gracious all men would die in their sins. Nehemiah 9:17 

24. God is Wrathful 
Key verse: Romans 1:18 
Meaning: Wrath is God’s righteous anger at and settled disposition against sin and 

wicked men. 
Explanation: 
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• Because God is just and holy He must pour out His wrath against sin. Zephaniah 
2:1-3 

• God’s wrath is not a reaction but a settled response to unrighteousness. John 3:36 
• Man always brings God’s wrath upon himself because of sin. Romans 1:18 
• The exercise of God’s wrath demonstrates His faithfulness. Revelation 16:6 

25. God is Forgiving 
Key verse: Daniel 9:9 
Meaning: Forgiveness is God not holding us responsible for the penalty for our sins 

because Christ has paid the penalty for us. 
Explanation: 
• Confession and repentance are necessary for the forgiveness of sins. 1 John 1:9 
• The shed blood of Jesus Christ allows God to forgive sins and still be just. 

Ephesians 1:7 
• Faith in the finished work of Jesus on the cross makes forgiveness available to 

sinners. Colossians 2:13-14 
26. God is Patient 

Key verse: Nehemiah 9:29-31 
Meaning: Patience is God’s self-restraint to judge sin because of His desire for men to 

repent and be saved. 
Explanation: 
• The patience of God is sometimes translated as “slow to anger” and “longsuffering.” 
• God’s patience can be exhausted. Jeremiah 15:6 
• God’s patient nature demonstrates His desire that the wicked not perish in their sins. 

Ezekiel 18:23 
• Men should not presume on the patience of God. Isaiah 7:13 

27. God is Righteous 
Key verse: Psalm 145:17 
Meaning: God is always right and always acts in perfect accord with His holy 

character. 
Explanation: 
• Righteousness is being in “right standing with God,” who is Himself inherently 

right. Romans 1:17 
• Righteousness is “right (holy) living” according to God’s ways. Romans 6:19-22 
• The “righteous” man lives by his faith in God. Habakkuk 2:4 
• Righteousness comes through Jesus Christ alone. Romans 3:21-22 
• Man has no righteousness apart from God. Romans 3:10-12 
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These 27 “attributes” of God are not exhaustive but do provide a fairly complete 
description of the character of God as revealed in the Bible. 

It is also helpful to keep clearly in mind some facts about the attributes of God: 
– No one attribute fully describes God. 
– All of God’s attributes exist equally and at the same time in His nature. 
– When God reveals one attribute He does not cease to possess others. 
– God is greater than the sum of all of His attributes. 
– What we know of God’s attributes we learn only from His self- revelation. 
– All of God’s attributes are inter-dependent and in perfect harmony and balance with 

each other. 
– The attributes of God add nothing to Him but simply describe who He is and what 

He is like. 
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“The Study of God – Theology Proper, part 2” 
Bible Doctrine Survey–Sonrise Seminary 

 
 “For God is Spirit, so those who worship him must worship in spirit and in truth.” 

 – John 4:24 (NLT) 
 
Continued 

E. Personality of God 
Key verses: Genesis 1:27, Genesis 3:8-13, Psalm 145:14-18, 1 John 1:3 
Meaning: God is not an impersonal force or principle but a divine relational being who 

desires to communicate and commune with His creation. 
Explanation: 

 • God possesses all the characteristics of personality – mind, will and emotions – but on 
an infinitely higher level than man. 

 • God is immanent – i.e., personally present in and involved with His creation, although 
He is not limited by His creation. 

 • The personality of God does not mean that He is merely an exalted man or that He has a 
physical body except as seen in Christ. 

 • God has 
 – A personal name Exodus 3:14 
 – Intellect 1 Corinthians 2:11 
 – A will John 6:38-40; John 10:17-18 
 – Emotions 
  - Grief Genesis 6:6 
  - Love John 3:16 
  - Jealousy Exodus 20:5 
• God speaks Exodus 3:4 
• God sees Genesis 16:13 
• God hears Psalm 94:9 
• God relates to man primarily on a spiritual basis John 4:24 
• God acts 1 Kings 18:37-38 
• Because God has personality, He can communicate with and relate to man. 
• God relates to man first as Creator – then as Savior – then as Lord – then as Father. 
 How would you personally relate to God if He were an impersonal force? 
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F. Names of God 
  The names or titles given to God in Scripture reveal much about His characteristics – 

who He is, what He is like and what He does. When the Bible uses the phrase the “name 
of God” or “in the name of the Lord”, it refers to His total person – all that He is. And 
God’s name is majestic and worthy of praise. Psalm 8:1 
1. The 3 primary Old Testament names of God 

1. Elohim (God) = means “mighty or strong one”; it denotes the power and pre-
eminence of God and is especially used in relationship to creation and strength. 
Genesis 1:1 

 El (singular) and Elohim (plural) are usually more like titles than names. They 
may also refer to false “gods”. Genesis 35:2 

2. Adonai (Lord) means “master, sovereign ruler or lord” and generally denotes the 
authority and position of God. Psalm 68:32 

 Adonai is also more like a title than a name. It is usually rendered as “Lord.” 
3. Yahweh (“LORD”) means most likely the self-existent one (“I Am Who I Am” or “I 

am the One Who is”) and denotes God’s personal name and His eternality. It is 
often used in relationship to God as redeemer and covenant keeper. Yahweh is the 
most common name for God in the Old Testament. God’s personal name was so 
sacred to most Jews that they feared to write or say it lest they misused it and 
usually substituted Adonai for Yahweh. “Jehovah” is an English word created 
from the other two to stand for God’s personal name. In the Middle Ages 
translators combined the letters of YHWH with the vowels of Adonai. The result 
was “Jehovah”. This is, quite simply, a mistranslation. When Adonai and Yahweh 
appear together it is usually rendered “Sovereign LORD.” Genesis 2:4, Exodus 
3:14 

 Jesus also used this name of Himself in John 8:58-59, stating that He was God. 
 Note: Elohim is like a generic title for God while Adonai denotes His deity and 

position as sovereign Lord. Yahweh is God’s personal, covenant name. 
2. The Old Testament main ‘El’ compound names 

4. El Shaddai means “God Almighty” and pictures God as the all powerful source of 
blessing and comfort. Genesis 17:1 

5. El Elyon means “God Most High” and pictures God’s strength and sovereignty. 
Genesis 14:18 

6. El Roi means “God who sees” and denotes God’s personal care and presence. 
Genesis 16:13 

7. El Olam means “Everlasting or Eternal God” and pictures God’s eternality and 
infinite strength. Genesis 21:33 

3. The Old Testament main Yahweh compound names 
8. Yahweh-Yireh means the “Lord provides” and was used by Abraham when God 

provided a sacrificial lamb instead of Isaac. Genesis 22:14 
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9. Yahweh-Sabbaoth means the “Lord of hosts” (“hosts” is sometimes translated 
almighty or army) and pictures God as the commander of the heavenly armies. 
Joshua 5:14 

10. Yahweh-Rophe (or Rapha) means the “Lord who heals” and denotes the physical 
and spiritual healing power of God. Exodus 15:26 

11. Yahweh-Shalom means the “Lord is peace” and denotes the lack of tension, 
conflict and strife in God. Judges 6:24 

12. Yahweh-Nissi means the “Lord is my banner” and signifies that the battle is the 
Lord’s. Exodus 17:15 

13. Yahweh-Tsidkenu means the “Lord our righteousness” and signifies God as the 
only source of true righteousness. Jeremiah 23:6 

14. Yahweh-Maccaddeschcem means the “Lord our sanctifier” (or the Lord who 
makes you holy) and signifies that God is the one who sets people apart and 
makes them holy. Leviticus 20:8 

15. Yahweh-Raah (rohi) means the “Lord our Shepherd” and denotes God’s loving 
care, protection and provision for His people. Psalm 23:1 

 Note: sometimes the compound name Yahweh Elohim is used and means the 
LORD (Yahweh) who is God (Elohim). Genesis 2:4 

4. The primary New Testament names for God 
1. Theos means “God” and is the New Testament equivalent of the Old Testament 

Elohim or Yahweh. Titus 2:13 
2. Kurios means “Lord” and is the New Testament equivalent of the Old Testament 

Adonai which was often used as a substitute for Yahweh out of reverence for 
God’s personal name. It identifies Jesus as the Yahweh/Adonai of the OT. John 
20:28 

3. Despotes means “master” and is sometimes translated as “Sovereign Lord.” Acts 
4:24 

4. Abba (Pater) means “father” and denotes the special relationship of a believer to 
God. Romans 8:15 

5. The main New Testament names for Jesus 
5. Immanuel means “God with us” referring to Christ’s incarnation. Matthew 1:23 
6. Jesus is His personal name which means the “Lord is Salvation” and is the New 

Testament equivalent of the Old Testament “Joshua.” Matthew 1:16 
7. Christ is His title which means “anointed one” and is the New Testament 

equivalent of the Old Testament “Messiah.” Matthew 16:16 
 By what name do you usually call God? What does that name represent to you? 

G. Trinity of God 
1. The Doctrine Concept 
  While the word “trinity” does not appear in the Bible, the concept is clearly 

biblical. The doctrine of the Trinity (or Tri-unity) of God is a very difficult mystery to 
understand but is essential to believe by faith. 
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  The basic concept of the trinity is that “the LORD is one God in three persons 
and three persons in one God.” The persons are distinct but not separate and are all 
equally of the same essence or nature: 

 – The Father is declared to be God. John 6:27 
 – The Son is declared to be God. Hebrews 1:8 
 – The Holy Spirit is declared to be God. Acts 5:3-4 
 – Yet the three persons are identified equally. Matthew 28:19, 2 Corinthians 13:14 
2. The Doctrine Defined 
  Orthodox statement: “God is one divine being subsisting eternally in three distinct 

persons (Father, Son and Holy Spirit) all of whom are equally God in essence.” 
  Athanasian Creed - the first Christian confessional statement of the trinity - 4th or 

5th cent. A.D. “We worship one God in Trinity and Trinity in Unity; neither 
confounding the persons nor dividing the substance.” 

  Westminster Confession (1647) “In the unity of the Godhead there be three 
persons of one substance, power and eternity: God the Father, God the Son and God 
the Holy Ghost (“spirit”). The Father is of none, neither begotten nor proceeding: The 
son is eternally begotten of the Father; the Holy Spirit eternally proceeding from the 
Father and the Son.” 

3. The Diagram of Relationships 
DOCTRINE OF AND RELATIONSHIPS WITHIN THE TRINITY 

 

 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit are 
 1) God in essential nature and united in purpose (1 in 3) 
 2) Each distinctive but not separate persons (3 in 1) 
 3) Exercising differing functional roles. 
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4. The Four-fold orthodox emphasis: 
1. Oneness (unity) of nature or essence. 
2. Three-ness (diversity) of persons. 
3. Functional order (roles) or work (there is voluntary, perfect submission within the 

Godhead without inferiority of essence). 
4. Eternality of all persons of the Godhead. 

5. The three common errors or heresy 
Most of the errors related to the Trinity have arisen over what to do with Jesus Christ 

as the God-man in relationship to the Father. 
The 3 most common errors are 
 – Unitarianism - which teaches only one person, thus denying the three-ness of 

the Godhead. 
 – Tritheism - which teaches three “gods,” thus denying the oneness of the 

Godhead. 
 – Modalism - which teaches that the Son and the Holy Spirit are only modes of 

existence or ways of God expressing Himself, thus denying the distinct persons of 
the Godhead. 

6. The Old Testament Key Texts (Doctrine implied) 
  The Old Testament at least implies the existence of the Trinity although it does 

not expressly teach it. Here are some key texts: 
– Three-ness Genesis 1:26, Isaiah 48:16, Isaiah 63:7-10 
– Oneness Deuteronomy 6:4, Isaiah 6:3-8, John 12:41 
– Functional role of Son Psalm 2:2, 6-7 

 – Functional role of Holy Spirit Genesis 1:2, 1 Samuel 16:13-14 
7. The New Testament Key texts for Trinity (Doctrine taught) 

– Oneness John 10:29-30, John 14:9, 1 Corinthians 8:4-6, Ephesians 4:5-6 
– Three-ness Matthew 28:19, 2 Corinthians 13:14, Romans 8:26-27, 34 
– Functional roles John 14:13-16, Matthew 3:16, Luke 4:14-18 
– Eternality of Jesus John 1:1, 14 
– Eternality of the Holy Spirit Hebrews 9:14 
– Eternality of the Father Hebrews 13:20 

  There are really no perfect illustrations of the concept of the Trinity. The often 
used example of the sun (Father) the light of the sun (Jesus) and the energy of the sun 
(Holy Spirit) is helpful but inadequate. 

  What are the distinctions between the persons of the Trinity? How do these 
distinctions apply to the work of creation? Of redemption? Of your relationship with 
God? 
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H. Works of God 
1. The Decree of God 
  Definition: The decree of God is His sovereign plan by which He determined to 

carry out His will and purpose with regard to all things. 
  God’s decree was planned in eternity past and is being carried out in time. 

Therefore all history is linear and purposeful, moving steadily toward God’s 
predestined goal. God’s omnipotence, omniscience and omnipresence enable Him to 
perfectly accomplish His eternal decree or plan which focus all things on Christ. 
Key verses: Isaiah 14:24, 26-27, Daniel 2:20-21 

• Some specific aspects of God’s decree 
– Creation Genesis 1:1, Revelation 4:11 
– Provision and providential care Psalm 139:13-18, Matthew 6:25-34 
– Salvation of man Ephesians 1:1-8, Acts 13:48 
– Redemption of creation Romans 8:18-25, 2 Peter 3:8-13 
– Free will of man (Within God’s sovereign eternal decree, He allows man to 

make voluntary choices and experience the results of those choices.) Acts 
2:23, Romans 1:20-25 

Free will also allows man to cooperate in God’s plan and be blessed. Acts 
13:36, Joshua 24:14-15 

Does God’s eternal decree or plan make you secure or uneasy? Why? 
2. The Major Covenants of God 
  God initiated a number of covenants (agreements or contracts) which are 

disclosed in Scripture. Four of these major covenants are explained here because of 
their great significance in understanding God’s overall purpose and plan of 
redemption. 
• The Abrahamic Covenant 
  The Abrahamic covenant is the foundational covenant of promise in the Bible. 

On it rests God’s plan for His chosen people Israel and His plan of salvation 
through the provision of Jesus Christ. 
Date: about 2100 BC 
Texts: 
 • Covenant stated Genesis 12:1-3 
 • Covenant made Genesis 15:1-21 
 • Covenant confirmed Genesis 17:1-22 
Features: God made to Abraham 3 unconditional promises: 
 • Individual - God promised to bless Abraham and make him great. 
 • National - God promised to make from Abraham a great nation and to give 

to his descendants, a kingdom and the land of Israel forever. 
 • Universal - God promised to bless all peoples on earth through Abraham. 



Bible Doctrine Study–Lesson Three: “The Study of God – Theology Proper, part 2” 
 

7 

  The sign of acceptance of the Abrahamic covenant was circumcision - a 
physical act representing a spiritual relationship of separation to God and from 
the world. God also promised to bless those who blessed Abraham and the 
Hebrews and to curse those who cursed them. 

What does this mean to me today? 
• Land promise - God is still in the process of fulfilling the land promise to 

Israel which will be completed in the Millennial Kingdom on earth when 
Christ reigns for 1000 years and the promises to Israel in the New 
Covenant are fulfilled. 

• Spiritual blessings - It is on the third promise to Abraham that the Gospel is 
founded = God’s provision of salvation and forgiveness of sins through 
Jesus Christ. Galatians 3:6-18 and Romans 4:1 -25 both make it quite 
clear that salvation by faith though the shed blood of Christ is possible 
because of God’s everlasting, unilateral, unconditional, gracious promise 
to Abraham. 

• The Mosaic Covenant (also called the Sinaitic Covenant and the “Law” of Moses) 
  The book of Deuteronomy re-stated the law and covenant for the new 

generation of Israelites going into the promised land. Especially important are 
Deuteronomy 28-30 which explain God’s promise to Israel of blessing for 
obedience and cursing for disobedience under the covenant. The Old Testament 
records the history of the outworking of this covenant in the life of Israel. 
Date: about 1450 BC–33 AD 
Texts: Exodus 19-24, Leviticus 1-27, Numbers 1-10 
Features: 

• The Mosaic Covenant was a mutual conditional covenant made between 
God and His chosen, redeemed people Israel after He had delivered them 
from Egyptian bondage. 

• The purpose of the Mosaic Law was to 
 1. Reveal the holiness of God. 
 2. Reveal the sinfulness of man. 
 3. Provide God’s people with a standard by which to live a life that was 

 pleasing to God. 
 4. Constitute Israel as a nation. 
 5. Provide a means for people to prove or demonstrate their faith in God 

 by obeying the Law. 
 6. Show people how to properly relate to God and to other people. 
 7. Lead people ultimately to realize their need for Jesus Christ. 
 8. Provide a temporary means of dealing with sins committed in 

 ignorance. 
 9. Foreshadow or preview the atoning sacrifice of Christ on the cross. 
• The Law was not given as a means of salvation. 
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What does this mean to me today? 
• The Mosaic Covenant contained certain revelatory aspects which were 

permanent and other regulatory aspects which were temporary for Israel 
only. 

• The law as a means of God dealing with His chosen people ended at the 
cross. 2 Corinthians 3:1-18, Galatians 3:15-25 

• The “principles” of the Mosaic Law are repeated in the New Testament and 
summed up by Jesus in Matthew 22:34-40. 

• As believers we obey the law (commands) of God out of love for Him and to 
demonstrate our faith in Him. We also have the power of the Holy Spirit 
to enable us to keep the Law. John 14:15, 1 John 2:3-6 

• The Davidic Covenant 
  The Davidic Covenant is related to the Abrahamic Covenant where God 

unilaterally (individually) and unconditionally promised to keep a king on the 
throne of Israel forever. David was this first king and Jesus Christ Himself is the 
ultimate “Davidic” King who will reign forever. 
Date: about 1000 BC 
Texts: 2 Samuel 7:4-17, Revelation 20:1-6 
Features: 

• The Davidic kingship will be everlasting, consisting of a 
 – House 
 – Kingdom 
 – Throne 

What does this mean to me today? 
• The full expression of the Davidic Covenant will be seen beginning in the 

1000 year reign of Christ on earth (the millennium) and continuing 
forever. 

• The New Covenant 
  The New Covenant was an unconditional, unilateral, irrevocable promise by 

God to Israel right before the Southern kingdom of Judah was sent into the 70 
year Babylonian captivity because of disobedience to God under the old Mosaic 
Covenant. The new Covenant is directly related to the 3rd promise of the 
Abrahamic covenant (spiritual blessing of salvation to all peoples through the 
seed of Abraham) and would become effective upon the death of Christ on the 
cross. The blessings promised by God were totally undeserved and based on 
God’s “covenant love,” grace and mercy. 
Date: 600 BC 
 Texts: Jeremiah 31:31-40, Hebrews 8:6-13, 9:14-18, Romans 11:28-29 
Features: 

• God would 
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– Re-gather Israel and restore her to the land of Canaan forever. 
– Restore the political vitality and material prosperity of the nation. 
– Cleanse their hearts and forgive their sins and restore spiritual vitality. 
– Make salvation available to all men through the cross of Christ. 
– Fill the earth with the knowledge of Himself. 
– Write His law on the hearts of men. 
– Give men a new heart. 
– Give men a new spirit. 

What does this mean to me today? 
• The re-gathering and restoration of Israel has only been partially 

completed. In the Millennial Kingdom reign of Christ on earth all 
aspects of the New Covenant will be fulfilled. 

• All believers (the Church corporately) presently enjoy the spiritual 
blessings of salvation and forgiveness of sins brought about through 
Christ. The spiritual benefits of the New Covenant will endure forever. 
Some of the political, material, physical aspects of the New Covenant 
related to Israel have yet to be fulfilled. Revelation 21:1-7, 21:22-27, 
22:1-5 

What do these covenants tells us about the heart of God? The heart of man? 
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“The Study of the Bible – Bibliology” 
Bible Doctrine Survey–Sonrise Seminary 

 
 “Above all, you must realize that no prophecy in Scripture ever came from the prophet’s own 
understanding, or from human initiative. No, those prophets were moved by the Holy Spirit, and 
they spoke from God.” – 2 Peter 1:20-21 (NLT) 
 “All Scripture is inspired by God and is useful to teach us what is true and to make us realize 
what is wrong in our lives. It corrects us when we are wrong and teaches us to do what is right. 
God uses it to prepare and equip his people to do every good work. ” – 2 Timothy 3:16-17 (NLT) 
 

A. The Importance of the Doctrine 
  The doctrine of the Bible is perhaps the most critical, foundational doctrine of all, for 

what we really know about God and our relationship to Him comes from Scripture. 
  What we believe about the Bible will determine in large measure what we believe 

about the other major doctrines. 
 
B. The Nature of the Bible 
 1. As Revelation 

  In the Bible God has “unveiled” or revealed a true knowledge of Himself, His 
works, and His will. In addition, God has also revealed in the Bible who man is and 
how man can properly relate to God.  God’s revelation has taken two primary forms: 

  • General Revelation - whereby God has generally revealed His existence, 
characteristics and divine power through creation, man, and history. Psalm 19:1-6, 
Romans 1:18-21 

  General revelation is non-verbal and makes God known as the sovereign creator 
of the universe. 

  • Special Revelation - whereby God has personally revealed Himself in His 
   – Living Word - Jesus Christ John 1:14-18 
   – Written Word – the Bible 2 Timothy 3:16-17 
  Special revelation is verbal and written and makes God known as Savior and 

Lord. The doctrine of the Bible has to do with this second kind of special revelation – 
God’s self- revelation in written form, which also includes all that is in general 
revelation. In the Bible, God has explained to man who He is, what He is like, and 
what He requires of man. 

2. A Definition 
  The Bible is God’s divine progressive written revelation of who He is and of who 

man is in relationship to Him. 
3. As God’s Word 
  The astounding claim of the Bible is that it is literally the Word of God. 1 

Thessalonians 2:13 
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C. The Various Views of the Bible 
  If we accept by faith the assertion of the Bible that it is actually God’s Word then it 

will greatly influence what we believe about God. For when God speaks, men ought to 
listen, take heart and obey - and God has spoken in His Word, the Bible. 
1. Liberalism 
  Although “liberalism” has taken many different forms and been taught by many 

different advocates, there are some common elements which describe this view of 
Scripture. 

  Liberalism holds that 
  • The Bible is the fallible product of human authors. 
  • The Bible contains a record of men’s thoughts about God. 
  • The supernatural miracles of the Bible cannot be accepted as truth. 
  • The truth of the Bible is subject to the test of human reason and experience. 
  • Whatever truth is in the Bible is subjective and relative, not objective    

  and absolute. 
  • The Bible is not divine supernatural revelation from God. 
  • Man himself, not God, is the final authority on truth. 
  • God may only be something we feel or experience. 
 Liberalism denies the supernatural and exalts human reason. 
2. Neo-Orthodoxy 
  This view of Scripture is surrounded by a great deal of confusion and 

“doubletalk.” The principal founder of the movement was Karl Barth (1886-1968). 
 Neo-orthodoxy generally holds that 
  • While the Bible may contain the Word of God, it is not the Word of God    

  but only a fallible human witness to Christ. 
  • Christ is the Word of God, but only as one experiences Him in a personal   

  encounter. 
  • God’s revelation of Himself comes only through personally experiencing Him 

   not through the Bible. 
  • The truth of the Bible is relative and subjective. 
  Thus neo-orthodoxy has a low view of Scripture and a high view of man’s 

subjective experience. 
3. Roman Catholicism 
  This view holds that the traditions and interpretative views of the Church about 

the Bible have the same authority and value as the Bible itself. Thus the Bible teaches 
what the Church says it teaches. 

4. Conservative, evangelical orthodox view 
  Our biblical view holds that 
  • The Bible is God’s divine, supernatural revelation of Himself. 
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  • The inerrant words of the Bible are inspired of God and therefore authoritative. 
  • The Bible is God’s objective absolute truth by which everything else can be   

  tested. 
  • The Bible is not subjective or relative. 
  • While the Bible should be carefully and intelligently studied, its truth and   

  accuracy does not depend on human reason or experience. 
  The Bible is either God’s flawless word to men or it is men’s flawed words about 

God – it cannot be both! 
  One’s view of Scripture plays a significant role in the development of correct 

doctrine. 
D. The Origin of the Bible 
  As we begin to look at the concepts of inspiration and inerrancy, it is helpful to keep 

in mind the relationship between these two terms and revelation. 
Revelation = the message of Scripture – it includes both the communication process 

and the content. 
Inspiration = the method by which God had His revelation recorded in written form 

as Scripture. 
Inerrancy = the absolute truth and accuracy of the resulting Scripture. 

  There are really only two options as to the origin or source of the Bible - God or 
man. The determining factor is what the Bible says about itself, which must be 
believed by faith. 

1. Inspiration 
  Inspiration means “God-breathed” and refers to the method by which God 

communicated and preserved His revelation in written form. There are two key texts 
on inspiration: 

  2 Timothy 3:16 All Scripture is thus “God-breathed” and “useful.” The emphasis 
here is on the divine source of Scripture - God Himself is the origin of all the words 
of Scripture. 

  2 Peter 1:20-21 The emphasis here is on human authors who were “carried 
along” or guided by the Holy Spirit to write down God’s words. 

  While the human writers were influenced and directed by the Holy Spirit it was 
the words that were inspired (“God-breathed”), not men. Scripture indicates that the 
Holy Spirit both taught and enabled the writers to recall what Jesus had taught so that 
accuracy was insured. John 14:25-26, 1 Corinthians 2:13 
Some false views of inspiration 
 • That only part of Scripture is inspired. This view comes from an inaccurate 

translation of 2 Timothy 3:16 to read that “every inspired Scripture” is useful. 
 Response: Either all of Scripture is inspired, or none of it is inspired. How would 

we determine which parts were God’s Word and which parts were only men’s 
words? 
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 • That God “mechanically dictated” the words so that the men didn’t really write 
at all but only recorded what they were told. 

 Response: Differences in style, word choice, and personalities of the human 
authors of the Bible all argue strongly against this view. This would have violated 
their God-given free will. 

 • That the men, not the words, were inspired. 
 Response: The human authors were directed and influenced by the Holy Spirit, 

but the words they wrote were inspired (“God breathed”). Besides, the text does 
not say the men were inspired. This view undermines the authority of the Word 
and opens the door for errors in the text. 

 A biblical definition of inspiration: 
  Inspiration means “God-breathed” and refers to the process by which the Holy 

Spirit influenced and directed the human authors of Scripture to write down and 
preserve God’s words to men without error and without violating the personalities 
of the men who wrote it. 

2. Inerrancy 
  Inerrancy means that the Bible is without error as originally given by God. 

Inerrancy is limited to the words of the original manuscripts, not to copies or 
translations except as they accurately render the original. 

  The Bible is inerrant because it is inspired – since the Bible is God’s Word, it 
must be without error. If you believe the Bible has errors, then one of two things is 
true– 

  • Either the Bible is not God’s Word 
  • Or God does not tell the truth. 
  Either all of God’s Word is true or none of it is true. 
  If we believe that the Bible is God’s Word, then it logically follows that it cannot 

contain errors because of the character of God. Titus 1:1-3 
  Scripture also claims inerrancy for itself. Matthew 5:17-18 
  Jesus and the writers of Scripture also affirmed the historical reality and accuracy 

of events and people in the Bible, e.g., 
  Reference        Event 
  Matthew 12:38-41    Jonah 
  Matthew 2:3-6     Prediction of Bethlehem as Jesus’ birthplace 
  2 Corinthians 11:3    Eve and the temptation 
  1 Timothy 2:13     Creation details 
  2 Peter 3:1-16      Flood 
  Matthew 24:36-38     Noah 
  John 12:37-41     Isaiah’s vision 
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3. Illumination 
  Illumination means to “enlighten” and refers to the ministry of the Holy Spirit in 

enabling believers to both understand Scripture and accept it as truth. 1 Corinthians 
2:12-14 

 Illumination emphasizes: 
  • The relationship of the believer to Christ, including spiritual maturity. 
  • The capacity to understand, accept and apply God’s truth. 
  If you are not saved and walking in the Spirit, then it will be difficult, if not 

impossible, for you to understand and accept Scripture as truth. 
4. Authority 
  Authority refers to the divinely derived right and power of the Bible as God’s 

Word to: 
  • Set forth a trustworthy, dependable, objective standard of absolute truth    

  by which to measure everything else. 
  • Determine right belief and correct behavior for all men and for the Church. 
  • Constitute the only reliable source of knowledge about God and the spiritual   

  nature of man. 
  The authority of God’s Word is higher than man’s traditions, cultural practices, 

experience, church teaching, philosophy and opinions. 
  How does your view of Scripture affect your study of God’s Word? 
5. Canonicity 
  Canonicity is the issue of how the books of the Old and New Testaments as we 

have them today came to be recognized as Scripture. 
  Canon = the list of accepted books that make up the Bible. 

 Basic affirmations: 
 • The Holy Spirit superintended the process of canonization to insure that only  

 the right books were included. 
 • No book of the Bible became so by action of a Church Council – the Church 

 Councils only recognized the canonicity of certain authoritative books. 
 • The tests of canonicity. Is the book 
  – Authoritative - does it contain God’s Word? 
  – Prophetic - was it written by men of God? 
  – Authentic - was it historically reliable? 
  – Dynamic - does it have life changing power? 
  – Accepted - was it recognized and used by the early Church? 
 The Church Councils have simply recognized the books God has inspired. 
The Canon of the Old Testament 
 • Was complete by the time of Jesus as to the 39 books and basic divisions of  

 the Hebrew Bible. Luke 24:44 
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 • Was affirmed by the historian Josephus (37-100 AD) for the 22 books of   
 the Hebrew Old Testament which are the same as our 39 books today. 

 • The early Church Fathers almost uniformly accepted the Canon as it exists 
 today. 
• The “Apocrypha” consists of up to 14 books written during the period between 

the Old Testament and New Testament which were included in the Latin 
Vulgate. These apocryphal (hidden or secret) books have not been recognized 
generally by most conservative evangelicals because they do not meet the 
tests of canonicity. They have very little spiritual value and cannot be 
harmonized with Scripture. When one reads them, it becomes clear that they 
are not inspired by God. Some of these books include 1 Esdras, Tobit, Judith, 
Epistle of Jeremiah, 1 and 2 Maccabees, and the Wisdom of Solomon, etc. 

The Canon of the New Testament 
 The canon of the New Testament has a fairly clear history. 
 The Tests of Canonicity 

• Does it bear the marks of inspiration? 
• Was it written by or under the authority of an apostle? For example, Mark was 

not an apostle but was represented by Peter. Luke was represented by Paul 
with whom he traveled. 

• Was it accepted and used by the Church? 
 Other Evidence of Canonicity 

• The New Testament letters were circulated among the churches. Colossians 
4:16 

• The New Testament writers acknowledged that their writings were God’s Word. 
1 Thessalonians 2:13 

• Peter recognized Paul’s writings as Scripture. 2 Peter 3:15-16 
• The Church Council of Carthage in 397 AD affirmed the 27 canonical books of 

the New Testament as we have it today. 
E.  The Reliability of the Bible 
  Since we don’t have the originals of any of the books of the Bible how can we know 

that what we have is accurate? 
 The Old Testament 

– Hebrew scribes so carefully made copies of the Old Testament books that when the 
Dead Sea Scrolls were found in 1947 which were dated about 150 BC they were 
almost exactly the same as the copies being used then which were dated about 800 
AD. 

– The Dead Sea Scroll of Isaiah not only confirmed the accuracy of the text, but 
disproved theories that Isaiah 1-39 and 40-66 were written by two different 
authors. The whole book was found on one scroll with Chapter 39 ending and 
Chapter 40 beginning in the same column. 
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 The New Testament 
– The New Testament has over 5000 manuscript copies, making it the best attested of 

all ancient writings, whether secular or religious. 
– In all these copies we have at least 100% of the original text, i.e., none of the text is 

missing, but some additions were made in some copies. 
– The earliest fragment of the New Testament is dated about 135 AD. 
– Most complete New Testament copies date from the 4th century AD. 

 Both the Old Testament and New Testament show remarkable 
• unity • consistency • accuracy • parallel quotations, etc. 

F. Biblical Criticism 
  It is one thing to carefully study and analyze the Bible to determine its correct 

meaning and application, but it is another matter to come to the Bible with a unbelieving 
heart in an attempt to disprove it and to declare that it is inaccurate. 

  As an outgrowth of rationalism, liberalism and neo-orthodoxy, there have developed 
a number of approaches to studying the Bible which are still popular today, but which do 
not honor God or the Bible. 
• Higher Criticism (sometimes called literary criticism) is a method of determining 

whether or not the text of a document is genuine based on internal and external 
evidence. It is based on human reason and has an anti-supernatural bias. To the higher 
critic, external evidence seems to carry more weight than the witness of the text itself. 

• Old Testament Higher Criticism has usually taken the approach of denying the 
authorship, date and/or unity of all or portions of the Old Testament. 

The two most common examples are: 
(1) Denial of Moses as the author of the Pentateuch (Genesis-Deuteronomy) by men 

like Julius Wellhausen (1876) who developed the Documentary Hypothesis 
(JEDP), which theorized that four different authors wrote the Pentateuch and 
some editor later put them all together. 
J = “Jehovah” source 
E = “Elohim” source 
D = “Deuteronomy” source 
P = “Priestly” source 

  Wellhausen’s theory was mostly based on the two accounts of creation in 
Genesis 1 and 2; the different names used for God (Elohim vs. Yahweh); and 
assumed differences in style and vocabulary. It has a strong anti-supernatural bias. 

(2) The theory that Isaiah was written by two different authors, one for chapters 1-39 
and one for chapters 40-66 because of supposed differences in theme, perspective, 
language, etc. Part of the theory rests on the alleged impossibility of predictive 
prophecy in part 2. (e.g. Isaiah 44:28-45:4) It has no basis in fact as the Dead Sea 
Scrolls proved. Both parts of Isaiah refer to God as the “Holy One of Israel”, and 
Jesus quotes from both parts in the NT and attributes both to Isaiah. 
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  Higher criticism comes from those who have a low view of Scripture as to 
inspiration, inerrancy and authority. 

• New Testament Higher Criticism rests on the same flawed theories as Old Testament 
higher criticism but has developed in three particular directions. 
– Source criticism which seeks to focus on the written and oral human sources of the 

facts used by the New Testament writers usually denying that Scripture was God-
breathed. It developed partially out of the synoptic problem of reconciling 
Matthew-Mark-Luke and the sources statement of Luke 1:1-4. Source critics 
normally assert that human authors borrowed or depended on other sources and 
deny divine authorship (e.g. the hypothetical “Q” document). 

– Form criticism which seeks to determine what was really said and done as opposed 
to what was recorded in the text. It seeks to identify the oral traditions, sayings 
and events which were used to shape the form and text of the Gospels by the 
church or religious community, etc. Thus, form critics assert that the text was not 
given by God. 

– Redaction criticism which seeks to determine both the sources used by the New 
Testament writers and the editorial process by which someone constructed the 
text to suit a particular literary or theological purpose. The redaction critic asserts 
that the text was artificially created later by some editor using existing sources. 

• Lower or Textual Criticism is the discipline which uses exegesis and the rules of 
interpretation to determine the exact original meaning and correct interpretation 
1ooking at all available copies and taking into account the various “contexts” in 
which the Bible was written, e.g. 
– historical 
– cultural 
– linguistic 
– political 
– social 
– religious. 

  Properly used and with the right view of Scripture, lower or textual criticism 
accurately describes the conservative evangelical approach to Scripture which 
assumes 
– inspiration 
– inerrancy and 
– authority, but seeks to carefully and diligently study the Word as God requires. 

G. The Transmission of the Bible 
 • The Common Myth 
  Many people have the belief that the translations that we posses today are only 

memories of the intended message. 
  They argue that it is impossible to know for certain what the original authors wrote, 

because between their writings and our translations a gap of two thousand years appears 
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where many times over the Bible was translated and retranslated into the various 
languages of the day. This resulted in a corruption of the original message and the 
inability to determine its truth. 

 

 
 
 • The Historical Accuracy 
  Throughout history, before the invention of the printing press, hand-copied books of 

the New Testament were carried throughout the Old World. Today scientists have access 
to thousands of these ancient manuscript fragments, which were found in various parts of 
the world-Africa, Asia, Europe. These documents were copied in various time periods. 
Some come to us from the eighth century, some from as early as the second century. 

  A textual critic will assemble all the fragments of a particular portion of the New 
Testament and compare them to see if they agree or disagree. 

  For our example, let’s take the book of Colossians 4:16 says, “After this letter has 
been read to you, see that it is also read in the church of the Laodiceans.” (Colossae and 
Laodicea were two towns in what is now Turkey. Paul suggests that copies of his letters 
be passed around through the churches.) 

  As time passed, more and more copies were made. The textual critic compares 
hundreds of fragments of the book of Colossians. If the copies vary widely, the textual 
critic will be uncertain about what the original said. But if the copies are in strict 
agreement, the textual critic knows, with a high degree of confidence, what the original 
said. 

  Textual critics, whether they are Christian, Jew, Muslim, or agnostic are in absolute 
agreement. They say that the text of the Bible is certain. One leading critic, Sir Frederic 
Kenyon, director of the British Museum, was a respected authority on ancient 
manuscripts Sir Frederic Kenyon, has said, “It cannot be too strongly asserted that in 
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substance the text of the Bible is certain.” So, we know-with amazing accuracy-what the 
apostle Paul wrote to the churches at Colossae and Rome and Philippi. God preserved His 
Word through the same agency He used to deliver it—men. 

 

 
 
  Joseph Smith was fond of saying that it was not unusual for “some old Jew” to 

change Scripture as he copied it. He implied that the Jewish copyists didn’t respect the 
Word of God. However, nothing could be further from the truth. The New Testament 
writers, their colleagues, the early Church Fathers, and the men of God in all ages felt a 
divine reverence and respect for the Word of God. These men were willing, and often 
called, to die for merely possessing the books of the Bible. 

  Both the Old Testament and the New Testament stand up to the test of accuracy when 
it comes to the transmission of Scripture throughout the ages. 

  The discovery of the Dead Sea Scrolls confirm that the Old Testament has not 
changed in the two thousand years since the time of Jesus Christ. 

  Although we do not possess the original manuscripts of any of the books of the New 
Testament, the evidence that it has been transcribed accurately through history is 
overwhelming. After a lifetime of studying ancient documents Sir Frederic Kenyon came 
to the following conclusions: “The text of the Bible is certain; especially is this the case 
with the New Testament. The number of manuscripts of the New Testament, of early 
translations from it, and of quotations from it in the oldest writers of the church, is so 
large that it is practically certain that the true reading of every doubtful passage is 
preserved in some one or other of these ancient authorities. This can be said of no other 
ancient book.” 
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“The Study of Jesus Christ – Christology” 
Bible Doctrine Survey–Sonrise Seminary 

 
 “You must have the same attitude that Christ Jesus had. 
 “Though he was God, he did not think of equality with God as something to cling to. Instead, 
he gave up his divine privileges; he took the humble position of a slave and was born as a human 
being. When he appeared in human form, he humbled himself in obedience to God and died a 
criminal’s death on a cross. 
 “Therefore, God elevated him to the place of highest honor and gave him the name above all 
other names, that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under 
the earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.”  

– Philippians 2:5-11 (NLT) 
 

Introduction 
  Almost 2,000 years ago, Jesus asked His disciples two questions which are still 

ringing in the hearts and minds of men: Matthew 16:13-16 
 1. “Who do people say the Son of Man is?” 
 2. “Who do you say I am?” 
  Many people, religious systems and philosophers have suggested various answers to 

the first question. To some Jesus is a prophet, to others a great teacher and to still others 
simply a good, moral man whose exemplary life is worthy to be imitated. 

  But the answer to the second question is of far greater significance. For on the 
response of each individual person hinges not only their eternal destiny, but the quality, 
meaningfulness and fruitfulness of their life here and now. 

   Thus the central, worldwide theological issue of the ages has been, and still is, this: 
“Who is Jesus Christ?” And since Jesus Christ is who the Bible says He is–God in the 
flesh—all people everywhere need to be concerned not so much about religion, but about 
coming into and living in right relationship to God through the Lord Jesus Christ. 

  Therefore, there can be no more important doctrine to study than the Doctrine of 
Jesus Christ. For Jesus took the form of a man to explain to men not only who God is and 
what He is like, but also to demonstrate who man is and what God intends man to be like. 

  So a proper doctrinal study of Christ will reveal much about God and much about 
man and how man can properly relate to God and to other men. 

 Key Christological Texts 
  While there are many important texts about Jesus Christ, the following are of special 

significance and should be studied carefully. John 1:1-18, Romans 5:12-20, Ephesians 
1:3-10, Philippians 2:5-11, Colossians 1:15-22; 2:9-15, Hebrews 1:1-9 

  These texts are especially important in their teaching about who Jesus is and what He 
came to do. 
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A. The Deity of Jesus Christ 
It is critical to demonstrate from Scripture that Jesus is God. 
1. His Pre-existence 
 • Jesus existed before His incarnation as a man. John 1:1-2, 14 
2. His Eternality 
 • Not only did Jesus exist before He became a man but He is said to be eternal, which 

is a characteristic belonging only to God. Isaiah 9:6-7, John 8:58 
3. His Divine Nature 
 • Jesus is fully divine (God) 

– Jesus and the Father are one in essence. John 10:30 
– Jesus is fully God and embodied all of the divine nature. Colossians 1:15 
– Jesus revealed the nature and character of God to man. John 1:18 
– Jesus is mentioned as an integral part of the Trinity. Matthew 28:19 

 • Jesus exhibited divine attributes which belong only to God. 
– Omnipotence: Christ calmed the storm. Luke 8:22-25 
– Omniscience: Christ knew what was in man. John 2:24-25 
– Omnipresence: Christ’s presence and power were not limited by space. John 

1:48-49, Matthew 8:5-13 
– Immutability: Christ never changes. Hebrews 13:8 
– Life: Christ inherently has life. John 5:26  

 • Jesus performed acts which only God can do. 
– Jesus transcended natural laws by walking on water. Mark 6:47-51 
– Jesus restored sight to a man born blind. John 9:1-7 
– Jesus forgave sins. Matthew 9:1-7 
– Jesus raised the dead. Luke 7:11-15 

 • Jesus was involved in creation and is the sustainer of all things. Colossians 1:16-17 
4. His Names and Titles 

The names and titles of Jesus point to His deity. 
• Jesus: The Lord is salvation. Matthew 1:21 
• Immanuel: God is with us. Matthew 1:23 
• Christ: Anointed one (Messiah of God). Matthew 11:1-6 
• Yahweh: Jesus said he was the same as “I AM” (see Exodus 3:14) of the Old 

Testament. John 8:58 
• Lord: New Testament equivalent of Old Testament Adonai. 2 Peter 1:11 
• God: New Testament equivalent of Old Testament Elohim. 2 Peter 1:1 
• Son of God: This title describes the relationship of Jesus to the Father. When this 

title was used of Jesus the Jews charged him with blasphemy. Matthew 26:62-66 
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• Son of Man: This was Jesus’ favorite title of Himself. For Jesus to be called Son of 
Man was to identify him as both a real man and the perfect man (last Adam). 
Jesus as a man was all that Adam was not. “Son of Man” links Jesus to the 
kingship prophecy and is closely tied to His salvation mission. Daniel 7:13-14, 
Matthew 19:28 

• Son of David: This title relates Jesus specifically to the right to sit on the everlasting 
throne under the Davidic Covenant. 2 Samuel 7:11-16, Luke 1:26-33 

5. His Designations 
• “One and only” Son (only begotten) This term stresses Christ’s uniqueness as 

God’s only Son for all eternity. There is no one else like Christ. 1 John 4:9 
• “First born” This stresses Christ’s pre-eminence and position as God’s chosen one. 

It is almost like an historical title which relates to the rights which are His by 
virtue of His position as God’s Son. It has nothing to do with time nor to the idea 
that Christ was created at some point in history. It relates to and expands the Old 
Testament idea of the priority rights of inheritance of the “first-born” son of a 
father. Colossians 1:18 

6. His Pre-incarnate Old Testament Appearances as “The Angel of the LORD” 
  In the Old Testament it is Christ as “The Angel of Yahweh” (the LORD) who 

reveals and reflects the glory of God and appears on behalf of the Father. The Angel 
of the Lord is often referred to as God. These appearances also demonstrate the pre-
incarnate existence and work of Christ. 

  The following are representative examples of Christ appearing in the Old 
Testament as the “Angel of the LORD”: 

– When Christ appeared to Hagar and is identified as God. Genesis 16:7-13 
– When Christ provided the substitute sacrifice for Isaac. Genesis 22:1-19 
– When Christ appeared to Moses in the burning bush. Exodus 3:1-4 
– When Christ called Gideon to God’s service as judge/deliverer. Judges 6:11-24 

  It is clear from these and other examples that this “Angel” was much more than a 
messenger from God–He was God’s Son! 

7. His Prefiguring in the Old Testament 
  That Christ is revealed and prefigured in the Old Testament is quite clear as He is 

identified with and as God. Here are some examples: 
• Christ is identified in the New Testament as having been revealed in Old Testament 

Scriptures as God 
– As the suffering servant of Yahweh. Acts 8:30-35 
– As God’s anointed Messiah. Luke 24:25-27 
– As God’s King. Daniel 2:44-45 
– As the Great/Good Shepherd. John 10:11-18 
– As the Glory of God. John 12:37-41 
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• Christ is prefigured, previewed or typified in certain Old Testament events and 
people which are explained in the New Testament. 
Person or Event in OT Christ in NT 
1. First Adam. Romans 5:12-14 Second Adam. 1 Corinthians 15:45-47 
2. Melchizedek. Genesis 14:18-24 Priest of Melchizedek. Hebrews 7:11-17 
3. Passover. Exodus 12:12-13 Our Passover. 1 Corinthians 5:7 
4. Sacrificial system. Leviticus 17:11  Our sacrifice. Hebrews 9:18-24  
5. Curtain of tabernacle. Leviticus 16:2 Our “curtain”. Hebrews 10:19-22 
6. Rock of provision. Exodus 17:5-6 Our spiritual rock. 1 Corinthians 10:1-4 
7. Bronze snake. Numbers 21:5-9 Our Savior. John 3:14-16 

8. His Fulfillment of Old Testament Messianic Prophecies 
  That the predicted Messiah (Anointed One) of the Old Testament is Jesus Christ 

of the New Testament is a fact without question. There are 40 or more Old Testament 
Messianic prophecies which Jesus fulfilled perfectly. This claim cannot be said of any 
other person in history. 

  The following are selected examples of Old Testament prophecies fulfilled by 
Christ. 
     Old Testament Prophecy    New Testament Fulfillment 
His Person 
 • Divinity     Isaiah 9:6      Luke 2:11 
 • Name     Isaiah 7:14     Matthew 1:23 
 • Humanity     Isaiah 7:14     Hebrews 2:14 
 • Davidic Kingship   2 Samuel 7:11-16    Luke 1:31-33 
 • Lineage of Judah    Genesis 49:8-10    Revelation 5:5-7 
His Birth 
 • Where     Micah 5:2      Matthew 2:5-6 
 • When     Daniel 9:24-27    Luke 2:1-2 
 • How     Isaiah 7:14     Luke 1:26-38 
 • Flight to Egypt    Hosiah 11:1     Matthew 2:13-15 
 • Children killed by Herod Jeremiah 31:15    Matthew 2:17-18 
His Ministry 
 • Filled with God’s Spirit  Isaiah 11:1-2     Luke 4:14-22 
 • Light to Gentiles    Isaiah 61:1-2     Luke 2:25-32 
 • Savior     Isaiah 49:6     Matthew 1:21 
 • To die for sins    Isaiah 53:4-7     1 Peter 2:24-25 
 • To Heal     Isaiah 53:4     Matthew 8:16-17 
 • To be Rejected    Psalm 118:22     Matthew 21:42-43 
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 • To be Crucified    Psalm 22:16-18    John 19:20 
 • Death and Burial    Isaiah 53:9     Matthew 27:57-60 
 • Resurrection     Psalm 16:9-11    Matthew 28:2-8 
His Future Work 
 • Ascension     Isaiah 52:13      Acts 1:6-11 
 • Exaltation      Psalm 110:1     Luke 20:42-43 
 • Second Coming     Zechariah 14:3-9    Revelation 19:11-16 
 • Eternal Kingship    Daniel 2:44     Revelation 11:15 

 What are the implications if Jesus is not really God? 
 
B. The Humanity of Jesus Christ 

1. Introduction 
  Many people seem to have an easier time accepting the fact that Jesus was God 

than the fact that He was a real man! How could God become a man and still be God? 
As much of a mystery as it may seem, this is the clear teaching of Scripture. The term 
applied to the truth that Jesus became a man is “incarnation”. 

2. His Incarnation 
  Definition: Incarnation means that act by which God became a man in the person 

of Jesus Christ by the work of the Holy Spirit through the means of the Virgin birth. 
  Why was it necessary for Jesus to become a man? There are at least reasons: 

1. To reveal God to man. John 1:18 
2. To reveal what God intended man to be like. 1 Corinthians 11:1 
3. To speak to man through His Son. Hebrews 1:1-2 
4. To accomplish God’s redemptive plan with regard to sin. Hebrews 2:14 

  God’s justice and holiness required a one-time perfect sacrifice for sin and only 
God in the person of a man could make that sacrifice for the sins of man - thus He 
sent His Son because He loves us. 

 Key texts on the incarnation 
  The following Scriptures consistently teach the truth of the incarnation of Jesus 

Christ by which the eternal Son of God became the Son of Man. John 1:14, Romans 
1:3, Romans 8:3, Galatians 4:4, Philippians 2:7-8, Hebrews 2:9, 14 

  And God chose to accomplish the incarnation of Christ through the person of the 
Holy Spirit by means of the Virgin birth. 

3. His Virgin Birth 
  The Virgin birth and the bodily resurrection of Jesus Christ are the keystone 

miracles of the Christian faith. A person cannot be a Christian unless they believe in 
the Virgin birth for without the Virgin birth Jesus was not God but only a man with a 
sin nature like all other men and thus not qualified to be God’s perfect sacrifice. 
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  Why did God choose the Virgin birth as the means to make Jesus a man? There 

are several important reasons: 
• It was such a supernatural act that only God could do it and thus it requires faith 

to believe. Luke 1:29-37 
• It specifically fulfilled Old Testament prophecy and identified Jesus as the 

promised Messiah/Redeemer. Matthew 1:22-23, Isaiah 7:14 
• It was the best means for God to make the divine human without losing divinity 

so that Jesus would be the true “God-man”. It was thus a unique miracle by 
which God became a man in the person of Jesus Christ without compromising 
deity or humanity–He was a real man and yet still really God. He had an 
earthly mother which guaranteed His humanity, and a heavenly father which 
guaranteed His divinity. Colossians 2:9 

• It guaranteed that Jesus as a man would not have an earthly father and inherit a 
sin nature. It assured His sinlessness. 2 Corinthians 5:21 

4. The Kenosis 
  Through the incarnation, Jesus as God became a real man. But how could God 

take on humanity and still be God? 
  Three key concepts must be carefully examined. 

 • The “kenosis” of Christ. 
 • The real humanity of Christ. 
 • The hypostatic union. 

  Philippians 2:5-11 provides the key text on the “kenosis” (self- limitation or 
emptying of Christ) while Romans 8:3 and Hebrews 2:14 also contribute to our 
understanding. 

  Philippians 2:5-11 teaches 4 basic truths about Christ: 
  • The eternal deity of Christ  vs. 6 “being in very nature God” 
  • The real humanity of Christ   vs. 7 “being made in human likeness” 
  • The mission of Christ   vs. 8 “He became obedient even to death” 
  • The exaltation of Christ    vs. 9-11 “Jesus Christ is Lord” 
  But what does it mean to say that Christ “made himself nothing” (kenosis = self-

emptying) in Philippians 2:7? If in some way Christ ceased to be God when he 
became a man, then He was not really God and Colossians 2:9, is not true. So Jesus 
added humanity to His deity without subtracting from His deity in order to be the 
Savior. 

  So what does the “kenosis” mean? Notice the phrases used in Philippians 2:6-8: 
  vs. 6 “…did not consider equality with God something to be grasped” 
  vs. 7 “…made Himself nothing”  
  vs. 8 “…He humbled Himself”  
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  The emphasis then of the “kenosis” is that Christ: 

– Voluntarily gave up the right to use some divine prerogatives, and His divine 
position for a time. 

– Condescended to add unglorified humanity to His deity. 
– Agreed to limit the use of some of His divine attributes while a man. 
– Voluntarily depended on the Holy Spirit during His earthly ministry. 
– Sacrificially became God’s servant. 

  Instead of grasping His glory Christ gained glory by giving up the right to His 
divine position and prerogatives for a season in order to accomplish the Father’s 
redemptive plan. Hebrews 1:1-3 

  Truly it is a mystery which we cannot fully understand. But the main point of the 
kenosis is that Christ voluntarily limited His divinity in some way, humbled Himself 
and became a man to accomplish God’s purpose in redemption. And yet he remained 
fully God. Luke 22:66-71 

5. His Real Humanity 
  The scriptural evidence that Jesus was a real man with real flesh and bones is 

quite extensive. The following are selected examples which demonstrate the real 
humanity of Christ. 

• He grew as a child. Luke 2:40-52 
• He fell asleep. Luke 8:23 
• He drank. Luke 22:17 
• He wept. John 11:35 
• He suffered, bled and died on the cross. John 19:32-37 

  The humanity of Jesus Christ was as real and as important as His deity. 
  How could Jesus be fully God and fully man at the same time - having a divine 

nature and a human nature? How did these two natures relate to each other? 
6. The Hypostatic Union 
  The coming together of the divine and human natures of Christ in one person is 

called the hypostatic union (which means to cause to stand together). 
  Orthodox Statement: Jesus Christ is true God and true man, having a fully 

divine nature and a fully human nature inseparably united (but not confused) in one 
person forever. 

  What are the implications if Jesus were not a real man? 
  Some conclusions about the hypostatic union: 

• Christ always acted as a whole person in response to one of His natures but His 
divine nature and will was predominant. John 12:27-28 

• Jesus had a divine self-consciousness from childhood. Luke 2:46-50 
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• The divine will of Jesus dominated His human will but was always in submission to 
the Father. John 6:38, Luke 22:41-46 

• It is not possible to fully distinguish between Jesus’ divine and human nature on 
every occasion. 

• Since God cannot die, it was the humanity of Christ that died on the cross. 
 How could Jesus function as one person with 2 natures? 
7. His Baptism 
  Since Jesus did not need to be baptized what was its purpose? 

• Identified him with John the Baptist’s preaching of the need for repentance. 
• Initiated His earthly ministry to fulfill God’s mission. 
• Authenticated Him as God’s Son. 
• Previewed the Spirit baptism to come through Christ. Matthew 3:1-17 

8. His Temptation 
  Since God cannot be tempted (i.e., enticed to do evil) in what sense was Jesus 

“tempted” and what was the purpose? 
  As a man Jesus was “tempted” in the same ways as are other men: 

• So He can sympathize with us and help us in our weakness. Hebrews 4:15 
• So He could show us that temptation can be resisted by relying on the Word of God 

in the power of the Holy Spirit. Luke 4:1-13 
 As God Jesus was “tested” 
• By God to prove He was qualified as the sinless Savior. Hebrews 7:26-28 
• By Satan in an attempt to persuade Jesus to avoid the cross and accomplish God’s 

will in Satan’s way. Luke 22:39-44 
  But since Jesus was God, were the temptations real? Yes, because they were 

designed to show the sinlessness of Christ and to qualify him as the Savior. And, as 
man, Jesus was able to resist temptation by relying on the – power of the Holy Spirit 
and – truth of the Word of God. 

  Why was it important for Jesus to be tempted and not sin? 
9. His Sinless Life 
  That Christ did not sin is the consistent teaching of Scripture. Thus He could offer 

the perfect sacrifice for the sins of others because He needed to make no sacrifice for 
Himself. Hebrews 4:15 

10. His Earthly Ministry and Miracles 
  While the primary purpose of Jesus’ earthly ministry was to carry out God’s plan 

of redemption, His earthly ministry included a number of significant activities: 
• Preaching the Gospel and the need for repentance. Mark 1:14-15 
• Teaching God’s principles for living life well. Matthew 5:1-11 
• Healing disease and sickness. Matthew 4:23 
• Casting out demons. Mark 1:21-28 
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• Confronting the false teaching of His day. Matthew 5:17-28 
• Training His disciples. Mark 4:33-34 
• Meeting the physical needs of people. Mark 6:30-44 
• Correcting the false practice of religion. Mark 7:5-13 
• Demonstrating servant leadership. John 13:1-17 
• Previewing the reality of heaven and hell. Matthew 25:40-46 
• Predicting the future, including His second coming. Matthew 24-25 
• Proving that He was indeed the Son of God, the promised Old Testament Messiah 
 – By His words. Luke 4:14-21 
 – By His works. Matthew 9:1-8 
• Fulfilling Old Testament prophecy. Matthew 8:16-17 
• Causing men to place their faith in Him. John 2:11 
• Glorifying the Father. John 8:50 

11. His Salvation Mission 
  Jesus came to earth as a man for one main purpose–to die on the cross as the 

substitutionary sacrifice for the sins of all men. That was the divine purpose for 
Christ’s earthly mission. Matthew 20:28 

12. His Sacrificial, Substitutionary Death 
  On the cross Jesus Christ bore our sins in His body, paid our penalty, and became 

sin in our place that we might be redeemed, forgiven and brought back into right 
relationship to God. 

  His death was 
• Voluntary 
• Sacrificial 
• Substitutionary 
• Atoning 
• Sufficient for all 

  The significance of the death of Jesus Christ on the cross can be stated briefly as 
follows: 
• Christ accomplished the Father’s plan of Redemption. John 6:38-40 
• Christ satisfied Holy, Just God’s required payment for sin. Hebrews 9:13-14  
• Christ demonstrated God’s unfailing, undeserved love. John 3:16 
• Christ secured the means of salvation for all. Romans 4:22-25 

13. His Bodily Resurrection 
  Jesus’ earthly mission started with His incarnation by the miracle of the virgin 

birth. Jesus’ earthly mission was essentially concluded by another miracle–His bodily 
resurrection. To deny the bodily resurrection of Christ is to nullify the incarnation. 
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  After being crucified, Christ was buried and on the third day bodily rose from the 
grave never to die again. In doing so, He conquered death and sin so that those who 
believe in Him might also live. Christ represents the first-fruits of those to be 
resurrected. 

  The bodily resurrection is the unique element of Christianity which separates it 
from all other religions and is the core of the Gospel message. 

  Each of the Gospel accounts affirms the bodily resurrection of Christ. Matthew 
27:57-28:20, Mark 16:1-20, Luke 24:1-52, John 20:1-21:25 

  In addition there are at least two other major texts on the resurrection. Acts 1:1-
11, 1 Corinthians 15:1-58 

 False views of the resurrection 
  There are many false humanistic views of the resurrection but they all have to 

ignore or deny the truth of the Bible. Some of these false views are as follows: 
• That Christ did not really die but only lost consciousness on the cross. 
• That the disciples stole and hid Christ’s body and lied about His appearances. 
• That only Christ’s spirit was made alive, not His body. 

  All of these and other similar false views directly contradict the teaching of 
Scripture and therefore must be rejected. 

 Significance of the bodily resurrection of Christ 
  The significance of the bodily resurrection cannot be overstated for the essence of 

Christianity rests on this foundational truth. The bodily resurrection of Jesus 
• Validates Old Testament and New Testament prophecy. Luke 24:19-27 
• Demonstrates the deity of Christ and God’s approval of His redemptive work. 

Ephesians 1:18-21 
• Comprises the central message of the Gospel. 1 Corinthians 15:2-4 
• Assures us that 

– Christ is alive. 
– Preaching the Gospel is not wasted effort. 
– Our faith is not in vain or worthless. 
– We are not giving false testimony. 
– We are not still dead in our sins. 
– Sin and death have been defeated. 
– We have hope of eternal life. 
– We will also be bodily resurrected and have a glorified body like Christ’s. 
– We will not be disembodied spirits for eternity. 

• Enables believers to live in the resurrection power of Jesus and not sin. 
  Without the bodily resurrection of Christ there is no forgiveness of sins, no 

freedom from the curse of death, and no life after death. By the resurrection Christ’s 
humanity was glorified and His deity reinstated to His former exalted position. 
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14. His Ascension 
  Having finished His earthly mission, Jesus ascended into heaven after 40 days of 

post-resurrection appearances and ministry. Christ returned to heaven in His glorified 
body and is now seated at the right hand of God. From every indication of Scripture 
Christ will retain His glorified humanity forever. Christ ascended into heaven as the 
glorified God/man. Christ will return in the same way. The incarnation was Jesus’ 
descent from heaven. The ascension is His return to heaven. Acts 1:1-11 

 
C. The Present Ministry of Christ 
  Christ is now in heaven seated at God’s right hand having resumed His pre-

incarnation position of pre-eminence and sovereignty. 
1. Christ’s Ministry In Heaven 

• Exercising authority over and sustaining all of the created order. Colossians 1:17-18 
• Interceding for individual saints and the Church before the Father. 1 John 2:1 
• Securely protecting the salvation of all saints. Hebrews 7:25 
• Preparing a place for believers in heaven. John 14:1-3 

2. Christ’s Ministry To The Church 
• Acting as head and guardian. Ephesians 1:19-23 
• Being the chief cornerstone and foundation. 1 Peter 2:4-8 
• Cleansing the Body of Christ and preparing her to be His bride. Ephesians 5:25-27 
• Giving spiritually gifted men to the Church to equip and build up the Church to 

maturity in Him. Ephesians 4:7-16 
3. Christ’s Ministry To Individual Believers 

• Indwelling and empowering. Romans 8:9-12 
• Making them dead to sin but alive to God. Romans 6:11-12 
• Sympathizing with them in their weakness. Hebrews 4:15 
• Extending mercy and grace to help in time of need. Hebrews 4:16 
• Enabling believers to bear fruit as they abide in Him and His Word. John 15:1-17 
• Empowering them to resist temptation. Hebrews 2:17-18 
• Witnessing through them. Acts 1:8 
• Being their wisdom, righteousness and holiness. 1 Corinthians 1:30 
• Manifesting His life and glory through them. 2 Corinthians 4:5-7 
• Fellowshipping with them. 1 John 1:3 
• equipping them to do His will and please God. Hebrews 13:21 
• Conforming them to His image. 2 Corinthians 3:18 
• Meeting their needs through His glorious riches and mutually shared inheritance. 

Philippians 4:19 
• Giving them everything needed for life and godliness. 2 Peter 1:2-3 
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D. The Future Ministry Of Christ 
  While most aspects of Christ’s future ministry will be dealt with in detail in the 

doctrine of future things (eschatology) a brief summary is provided here. 
 In His future ministry Christ will 
• Return to rapture His Church. 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 
• Resurrect dead believers and transform living believers. Philippians 3:20-21 
• Oversee the pouring out of judgment on sin during the tribulation. Revelation 5:1-10 
• Conclude His marriage to His bride the Church in heaven. Revelation 19:6-9 
• Conduct the “bema seat” evaluation of believers in heaven. 1 Corinthians 3:6-15 
• Return in His second coming to judge sin and defeat God’s enemies at Armageddon. 

Revelation 19:11-21 
• Put everything in subjection to Himself, and hand the kingdom over to God the Father. 

Revelation 11:15 
• Reign on earth for 1000 years on David’s Throne during the millennial Kingdom in the 

fulfillment of Old Testament prophecy. Revelation 20:1-6 
• Cast Satan into the lake of fire. Revelation 20:7-10 
• Conduct the Great White Throne judgment of unbelievers whom He will resurrect to 

eternal death. Revelation 20:11-15 
• Reign eternally as King of Kings and Lord of Lords. Revelation 19-22 
 Why do we tend to limit Christ’s ministry to the time He was on earth? 
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“The Study of the Holy Spirit – Pneumatology” 
Bible Doctrine Survey–Sonrise Seminary 

 
 “And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Advocate, who will never leave you. 
He is the Holy Spirit, who leads into all truth. The world cannot receive him, because it isn’t 
looking for him and doesn’t recognize him. But you know him, because he lives with you now 
and later will be in you.”                 – John 14:16-17 (NLT) 

 
Introduction 
  Many studies of the Holy Spirit focus on His power, work and gifts to the exclusion 

of His deity and personhood. And simply equating the Holy Spirit with “power” usually 
leads to erroneous practice in relationship to doctrine. Our emphasis will be on what the 
Bible teaches about the nature, person and ministry of the Holy Spirit–the 3rd person of 
the Trinity. 

 
A. The Nature and Person of the Holy Spirit 

1. His Deity 
  The Holy Spirit is in essential nature as equally God as is the Father and the Son 

and relates to them as a person. 
• The “name” of the Holy Spirit is on the same level as the Father and Son. Matthew 

28:19 
• The Holy Spirit is referred to as “another Counselor” of the same kind as Jesus. 

John 14:16-17 
•  The grace of Christ, love of God and “fellowship” of the Holy Spirit are equated. 2 

Corinthians 13:14 
• When God speaks the Holy Spirit is said to speak. Hebrews 10:15-17 
• Since only God is “Holy”, for the Spirit to be called the “Holy Spirit” identifies Him 

as deity. Acts 5:3-4 
2. His Characteristics (Attributes) 
  The characteristics that belong only to God are attributed to the Holy Spirit. 

• Eternality. Hebrews 9:14 
• Omnipotence. Romans 8:11 
• Omnipresence. Psalm 139:7-12 
• Omniscience. 1 Corinthians 2:10-11 
• Truth. John 14:16-17 

 • Love. Romans 5:5 
 • Life. John 6:63 
3. His Titles and Symbols 
  The titles given to the Holy Spirit in Scripture denotes His nature as God. 
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• Spirit of holiness. Romans 1:4 
• Spirit of the Lord. Luke 4:18 
• Spirit of Christ. Romans 8:9 
• Spirit of Jesus. Acts 16:7 
• Spirit of your Father. Matthew 10:20 
• Spirit of the living God. 2 Corinthians 3:3 

  The symbols by which the Spirit is designated in Scripture reveal both His nature 
and work. 
• Wind. John 3:8 
• Oil. 1 Samuel 16:13, Acts 10:38, 1 John 2:20, 27 
• Living water. John 4:14, John 7:38-39 
• Fire. Matthew 3:11-12 
• Deposit (guarantee). Ephesians 1:13-14 
• Seal (security). 2 Corinthians 1:22 
• Clothing. Luke 24:49 
• Dove. John 1:32-34 
• Power. Acts 1:8 

4. His Procession 
  The Holy Spirit proceeds from the Father and the Son (John 14:15-17, John 

15:26, John 16:7, Galatians 4:4-6) but was “sent forth” (proceeded) by the Father 
and the Son into the world in a special way on the day of Pentecost to 
• Empower the work of the Church. Luke 24:48-49 
• Baptize believers into the Body of Christ. John 7:39-40 
• Enable believers to witness and produce spiritual fruit. Galatians 5:16-18 
• Convict the world of sin. John 16:7-11 

5. His Personhood 
  While the Holy Spirit is identified with the “power” of God, He is not an 

impersonal force but a person–the 3rd person of the Trinity. 
 Meaning of the term “Holy Spirit” 
  “Holy Spirit” is referred to as the “Paraclete” in the New Testament which means 

– Counselor. John 14:16 
– Comforter. John 14:26, John 15:26 
– Consoler. John 16:7 
– Advocate. 1 John 2:1 

  and can be literally translated as “One who comes alongside to aid or help.” 
 The Holy Spirit is said to be the consolation (paraclete) of Israel related to 
salvation which would come through the person of a Redeemer. So even “paraclete” 
points to personhood. Luke 2:22-32 
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  The Holy Spirit evidences the characteristics of a person The Holy Spirit has 
• A mind. Romans 8:27 
• A will. 1 Corinthians 12:11 
• Emotions. Ephesians 4:30 

  The Holy Spirit as a person 
• Speaks. John 15:26 
• Prays. Romans 8:26-27 
• Guides. John 16:13 
• Teaches. 1 Corinthians 2:13 

 • Leads. Romans 8:14 
  The Holy Spirit can be 

• Lied to. Acts 5:3 
• Grieved. Ephesians 4:30 
• Insulted. Hebrews 10:29 
• Resisted. Acts 7:51 

 • Quenched. 1 Thessalonians 5:19 
  The Holy Spirit is referred to in Scripture by use of the masculine personal 

pronoun “He” even though “spirit” is neuter, (John 16:13-14) and in John 14:16, 
Jesus refers to the Holy Spirit as “another Counselor”, which means “of the same 
kind” as Jesus. 

  It is a great disservice to the Holy Spirit to deny His personhood and refer to Him 
as a force! Such a concept is not biblical. 

 
B. The Past Ministry and Work of the Holy Spirit 

1. In the Old Testament 
 The Holy Spirit was actively involved in 
• Creation. Genesis 1:2, Job 33:3 
• Sustaining and preserving life. Psalm 104:29-30 
• Anointing and empowering people for service. Numbers 11:24-30, Judges 6:33-34 

  The ministry and work of the Holy Spirit in the Old Testament appears to be 
different from that of New Testament times. 

  The New Testament talks of the Spirit being “in you” and “with you” (John 
14:17); of the permanent indwelling of the Spirit (1 Corinthians 6:19); of regular 
empowering (Acts 1:8); filling (Ephesians 5:18); enablement (Galatians 5:16-25) of 
the Spirit and by the Spirit and living and walking by means of the Spirit (Romans 
8:4-6). The Old Testament language and evidence is not the same. 

  In the Old Testament the Spirit was said to “come upon” people and empower 
them temporarily for service (e.g. Samson in Judges 15:14-15). 
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  The Spirit of God came upon Saul in power so that he could defeat the 
Ammonites (1 Samuel 11:6) but the Spirit also departed from Saul (1 Samuel 16:14). 

  David was anointed with the Spirit for power in God’s service (1 Samuel 16:13) 
but prayed later that God would not take His spirit from him (Psalm 51:11). 

  The Holy Spirit was temporarily in some Old Testament men, e.g. Joseph 
(Genesis 41:38), Joshua (Numbers 27:18), Daniel (Daniel 5:11) and God promised 
in the Old Testament as a part of the New Covenant that He would put His Spirit in 
man (Ezekiel  36:26-27). This did not happen until after the ascension of Christ when 
the Spirit came at Pentecost. 

  At best, the Old Testament teaching on the ministry of the Spirit is veiled. There 
are some conclusions however, that can be reasonably drawn about what the Spirit 
did not do according to Scripture. 

  In the OT the Spirit was not apparently involved in 
• Permanent indwelling. 
• Regular on-going empowerment. 
• Sealing. 
• Baptizing. 
 But the Spirit did selectively 
• Convict of sin. Genesis 6:3 
• Teach and instruct. Nehemiah 9:20 
• Admonish. Nehemiah 9:30 
• Lead. Psalm 143:10 
• And was rebelled against. Psalm 106:33 
• And not depended on. Isaiah 30:1 

2. In Revelation and Inspiration 
  The Holy Spirit was the same in the Old Testament but His role and the way in 

which He related to man was different than in the New Testament. 
  One of the major aspects of the Holy Spirit’s work in the Old Testament had to do 

with enabling men to speak for God. The Holy Spirit was the means which God used 
to speak through men. 2 Samuel 23:2, Micah 3:8 

  God communicated truth and convicted of sin by His Spirit speaking through the 
OT prophets. Matthew 22:43-44, Acts 1:16, Hebrews 1:1-2 

  It is also quite clear that the Holy Spirit was the primary agent with regard to the 
inspiration of Scripture (2 Timothy 3:16) teaching, guiding, directing and influencing 
the human authors of Scripture (2 Peter 1:20-21). The Holy Spirit also enabled the 
New Testament writers to remember what Christ taught. John 14:26, John 16:13-14 

3. In the Life of Christ 
  The ministry of the Holy Spirit in the life of Jesus related to four primary areas: 
 • His Virgin Birth 
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  Both Matthew and Luke indicate clearly that the Holy Spirit was supernaturally 
involved in the birth of Christ insuring that while He was a real man He had no sin 
nature. Matthew 1:18-20, Luke 1:35-37 

  The Holy Spirit also played a significant role in the birth of John the Baptist, and 
in the life of his mother Elizabeth, his father Zechariah and the prophet Simeon. In 
fact the Holy Spirit is all over the pages of Luke 1-2. 

 • His Anointing and Empowering for Ministry 
  Jesus as a man was anointed with the Holy Spirit at His baptism (Luke 3:21-22); 

the Spirit led Jesus into the wilderness to be tempted (Luke 4:1-2); and empowered 
Him for His ministry of preaching, teaching and healing. (Luke 4:14-15, 18) 

  On some occasions Christ performed miracles in His own power (Mark 5:35-43); 
and at other times He relied on the power of God in the person of the Holy Spirit who 
was very much a part of Jesus’ ministry. (Matthew 12:28, Luke 5:17-18, Acts 2:22, 
Acts 10:38) 

 • His Atoning Death 
  Hebrews 9:14 teaches that the Holy Spirit was involved in the cleansing and 

forgiving results of Christ’s death. 
 • His Resurrection 
  Romans 1:4 and 8:11, along with 1 Peter 3:18, seem to indicate that the Spirit 

was personally involved in Christ’s resurrection. 
  Jesus as a man is a meaningful example for believers to follow because He 

demonstrated over and over again His dependence on the Holy Spirit to perform 
ministry and live a life pleasing to God. 

4. In Acts and New Testament Times 
  The work of the Holy Spirit is so prominent in the book of Acts that the most 

accurate title for the book might be “The Acts of the Holy Spirit through the 
Apostles.” 

  The following affirmations of the work of the Holy Spirit in Acts can be 
confidently made: 
• The filling of the apostles with the Holy Spirit was primarily for empowerment for 

witnessing. Acts 1:8 
• The baptism and filling of the Spirit on the day of Pentecost in Acts 2 was in direct 

partial fulfillment of Joel 2:28-29 and the promise of Christ in Luke 24:49, John 
16:7 and Acts 1:4-5. 

• Being filled with the Spirit and speaking in tongues in Acts 2:11 was a sign of 
authentication from God to unbelievers (see also 1 Corinthians 14:22). 

  Tongues (“glossa”) in Acts clearly refers to foreign languages which were 
unknown to the speakers but known to the hearers. 1 Corinthians 14:21-22 makes it 
clear that tongues validated God’s supernatural work. In fact the word translated 
“language” in Acts 2:6, 8 is not “glossa” but “dialektos” (“native languages”). 

  The “tongues” gave credibility to the word that was then preached through Peter 
in Acts 2 and validated his apostolic ministry. 
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• The Holy Spirit “baptized” believers into the Body of Christ. To be baptized with 
the Spirit is to receive the Holy Spirit (e.g. Acts 8:14-17) as a gift from God. By 
this one time act of Spirit Baptism at salvation, a believer is 
– Identified with the death, burial and resurrection of Jesus Christ. Romans 6:1-4 
– Placed into the Body of Christ as a member of His Church. 1 Corinthians 

12:13 
  Note carefully that “were all baptized” is past tense and refers to all believers 

whether or not they speak in tongues or use other sign gifts. 1 Corinthians 12:27-
30 Scripture simply does not teach a second baptism of the Spirit (or 2nd work of 
grace) after salvation. 

• The Holy Spirit enabled bold witnessing for Christ. Acts 1:8, Acts 4:31 
• The Holy Spirit performed miracles through the Apostles  

– To authenticate the man and his message. 
– To display the power of God. 
– To glorify God. 
– To cause men to believe in God. Acts 3:1-9, Acts 5:12-16 

• The Holy Spirit set apart and empowered men for missionary service. Acts 13:1-5 
• The Holy Spirit filled (directed, influenced and guided) people for effective service. 

Acts 6:1-4, Acts 11:22-24 
• The Holy Spirit determined, distributed and developed spiritual gifts to build up the 

Body of Christ. 1 Corinthians 12:1-11 Spiritual gifts will be dealt with in the 
course on Church ministry. 

• The Holy Spirit spoke through prophets. Acts 11:27-28 
• The Holy Spirit purified the Church from sin. Acts 5:1-11 
• The Holy Spirit instructed and led in ministry. Acts 16:6 

  In summary then, especially in Acts, the Holy Spirit 
• Founded the Church. 
• Developed the Church. 
• Expanded the Church. 
• Empowered the Church. 

  And what was true of the work of the Holy Spirit in Acts was true throughout the 
New Testament period of 37 A.D. – 100 A.D. And most of the work and ministry of 
the Spirit as seen in Acts and New Testament times is still present today. 

 
C. The Present Work and Ministry of the Spirit 

1. To the Lost World Generally 
 The Holy Spirit is involved in: 

• Convicting of sin (declaring guilty), of sin, of righteousness, and of judgment John 
16:8-11 
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  The ministry of the Holy Spirit is to continue on earth the work which Christ 
inaugurated of convicting unbelievers of their lostness and need of salvation. 

• Glorifying Christ. John 16:13-14 
  The Holy Spirit will not bring glory to Himself but to Christ. 
 • Restraining evil. 2 Thessalonians 2:6-7 

  The Holy Spirit through the Church holds back the forces of evil and sin in the 
world until God determines to let it loose in the Great Tribulation. 

2. To the Church Corporately 
The Holy Spirit’s ministry to the Church includes 
• Empowering the Church for witnessing and work. Acts 1:8, Luke 24:46-49, 

1 Corinthians 2:1-5 
• Making Gospel preaching effective. 1 Peter 1:12 
• Baptizing believers into the Body of Christ. 1 Corinthians 12:13 
• Distributing spiritual gifts within the Body. 1 Corinthians 12:1-11 
• Enabling spiritual growth in the Body. Colossians 1:28-29 
• Unifying the Body of Christ. Ephesians 4:3-4 
• Fostering fellowship among believers. Philippians 2:1 

3. To Believers Individually The Holy Spirit 
• Identifies believers with Christ. Romans 6:3-4, Colossians 2:12 
• Regenerates (saves). The Holy Spirit is God’s means to effect the new birth in the 

believer – he is born again or from above. Titus 3:5, John 1:12-13, John 3:3-8, 1 
Corinthians 6:11 

• Cleanses and purifies from sin. The Holy Spirit participates in the cleansing process 
from sin. Romans 2:29, Romans 8:13-14 

• Sanctifies (sets apart and makes holy). Romans 15:16, 2 Thessalonians 2:13, 1 
Peter 1:2 

• Indwells fully and permanently. The Holy Spirit takes up permanent residence in the 
believer. John 3:34, John 14:17, 1 Corinthians 6:19, 1 Corinthians 3:16, 
Romans 8:9 

• Seals and guarantees salvation. All believers are protected by the Spirit who was 
given as a guarantee of our ultimate redemption. 2 Corinthians 1:21-22, 
Ephesians 1:13-14, Ephesians 4:30 

• Assures of salvation. The spirit internally testifies to us that we are children of God. 
Romans 8:16 

• Fills for enablement and service. The Holy Spirit directs, controls and influences 
believers who are yielded to Him. Ephesians 5:18 

• Produces Christ-like fruit in life of believer. Galatians 5:16, 22-25, Galatians 6:7-8 
• Illuminates the mind to understand and accept the things of God. 1 Corinthians 

2:10-15, 1 John 2:20, 27 
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• Prays for believers according to God’s will. The Holy Spirit helps believers in their 
weaknesses. Romans 8:26-27, Ephesians 6:18 

• Discerns false spirits and doctrine. The Holy Spirit enables believers to discern truth 
from error. 1 John 4:1-4 

• Leads and guides The Holy Spirit shows believers the right way to live. Romans 
8:14 

• Teaches believers the truth. John 16:12-15 
Note on Spirit Baptism, indwelling and filling 
Scripture teaches some key concepts and distinctions about the work of the Holy 

Spirit in these three areas: 
Spirit Baptism. 1 Corinthians 12:13 

• A one-time event which occurs at salvation for all believers. 
• Places believers into the Body of Christ. 
• May or may not be accompanied by signs. 

  There is no strong scriptural support for a “second baptism”, so-called 
“second blessing” or “deeper work of the Spirit”. 

Indwelling. John 14:17, 1 Corinthians 6:19 
• All believers from the moment of salvation are permanently and fully indwelt by 

the Holy Spirit who lives in them. 
Filling. Ephesians 5:18 

• Occurs whenever the believer yields control of his life to God and allows the 
indwelling Spirit to direct, guide, influence, enable and empower the believer 
in Christ-likeness and obedience. 

• Can be temporary or consistent. 
• Can occur many times. 

  A believer can never get more of the Holy Spirit than he receives at salvation but 
he can allow the Holy Spirit to get more of him. 
 

D. The Future Ministry and Work of the Holy Spirit 
1. During the Great Tribulation 
  It would appear that the general convicting, saving and sealing work of the Holy 

Spirit will continue during the Great Tribulation period. Zechariah 4:1-6; 12:10, 
Joel 2:28-32, Revelation 11:1-12 

2. During the Millennial Kingdom 
  As Christ reigns on earth during the Millennial Kingdom the Spirit of God will 

rest on Him and be in believers. Isaiah 11:1-16, Ezekiel  36:24-30 
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“The Study of Man – Anthropology” 
Bible Doctrine Survey–Sonrise Seminary 

 
 “Then God said, ‘Let us make human beings in our image, to be like ourselves. They will 
reign over the fish in the sea, the birds in the sky, the livestock, all the wild animals on the earth, 
and the small animals that scurry along the ground.’ 
 “So God created human beings in his own image. In the image of God he created them; male 
and female he created them.”                    – Genesis 1:26-27 (NLT) 

 
Introduction 

We now turn our attention to the doctrine of man, seeking to answer such questions as: 
• Where did we come from? 
• What are we like? 
• Why were we created? 
• What is our condition? 
• What is our destiny? 
• Where do we find meaning and purpose in life? 

Many people look for answers in: 
• Philosophy 
• Religion 
• History 
• Tradition 
• Experience 
• Science 
• Etc. 

We will look to the Bible for what we believe about man. 
 
A. The Origin of Man 

When considering the origin of mankind everyone holds one of two basic views: 
• An atheistic view which usually includes the theory of evolution and leaves God 

out of the process 
• A theistic view which may include some evolutionary concepts but which attributes 

man’s origin to God’s creative acts. 
 Both of these views must be judged in light of what Scripture teaches regardless of 

what science, experience and history conclude. 
 It is helpful to consider first the classic atheistic statement of the origin of man. 
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1. Atheistic Evolution 
This theory, which is directly contrary to Scripture, rests on several key ideas: 

• There is no supernatural, personal, creator God. 
• Life can be adequately explained by man’s mind and the data of science. 
• The expanding universe as we know it was created as a result of a gigantic 

explosion (“big bang”) billions of years ago. 
• Animate life was somehow spontaneously generated from non-living matter by 

chance and circumstance. 
• Men evolved over millions of years of time across species lines from lower 

forms of animals. 
• Matter is eternal and can neither be created nor destroyed. 
• The evolution of man is progressive and resulted from: 

– Random mutations (changes). 
– Natural selection. 
– Survival of the fittest. 
– A single cell becoming the complex organism it is today. 
– Uniform changes in the environment which took place over millions of 

years of time.  
Atheistic evolution is built on: 

• Unproven theories. 
• Probability and chance. 
• Faith in man and science. 

 Obviously, atheistic evolution directly contradicts the biblical account of the 
origin of man, but how much sense does it make otherwise? 

 Several undisputed scientific facts completely discredit the theory of evolution. 
Major flaws of evolution: 

• The mathematical odds of spontaneous generation of life from non-living matter 
are incredible: One chance in trillions. 

• Living cells can reproduce themselves but do not grow more complex. A single 
microscopic DNA molecule carrying the hereditary code in the human genes 
is more complex than the largest computer in the world. 

• Mutations in science are almost always harmful, not beneficial and progressive. 
• No transitional missing links between species (e.g. monkey and man) have ever 

been found. 
• Changes in the environment have been sudden and catastrophic (e.g. the 

worldwide flood described in Genesis could have caused the fossil record and 
the geological and climatic changes we see today–Mt. Saint Helens). 
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• The amount of energy available in our universe according the 2nd Law of 
Thermodynamics is decreasing–not increasing, and things are deteriorating–
not improving. 

 Atheistic evolution is based on faith in man and science, not on proven facts. It is 
built on an anti-supernatural bias. 

Notes on Theistic evolution: 
 Some Christians accommodate the Bible to scientific theories, refusing to believe 

the plain truth of the Bible. Holding to a belief in the evolution of man from 
animals over millions of years of time, they believe that God: 

– Started the process. 
– Intervened to make man from an animal at some point in time. 

 The response to theistic evolution is simple; the Bible directly refutes it (Genesis 
2:7) as it does atheistic evolution. Evolution across species lines (macro- 
evolution e.g. fish to land animal; ape to man, etc.) is not biblical, for everything 
was made “according to their kinds” (Genesis 1:24). 

 However, Christians do believe that there has been development and change 
(micro-evolution) within species. There is no question that man has developed, 
adapted and changed since creation–but only as man. Evolution and change 
within species lines is quite evident. 

 The same thing is seen in the animal and plant world. But that is not the kind of 
evolution that is taught in textbooks and schools. 

 It takes more faith to believe in evolution than creation because the facts don’t 
support evolution! 

2. Theistic Creation 
The biblical account of the origin of man must also be believed by faith–not blind 
faith/in spite of the facts, but trusting faith in a supernatural God. Hebrews 11:1-3 
• Three Foundational Truths: 

The biblical view of creation is built on faith in God and three foundational truths 
taught in scripture, that: 

– Creation of the world and man was by the supernatural act of God. Genesis 
1:24, Psalm 33:6-9 
– Creation was purposeful. Genesis 1:27-31 
– Creation was sudden. Genesis 1:3, Genesis 2:7, Exodus 20:11 

• What the Bible teaches about the creation of the world and man. 
– Creation of the world 

1) God spoke into existence the world out of that which did not previously 
exist (creation “ex-nihilo”–Latin for “out of nothing”). Genesis 1:1 

2) Having created matter, God then formed, fashioned and shaped it into the 
universe as we know it. Genesis 1:2 
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3) The world was created in 6 solar days (24 hour periods). Genesis 1:31-2:1, 
Exodus 20:11 When the Hebrew word for “day” (“yom”) is used with a 
definite number (e.g. “6” ) it always refers to normal 24 hour days. 

4) The earth and man was created with an appearance of age–trees were made 
mature, star light already reached the earth, mountains were formed, and 
Adam was perhaps 20 years old the instant God made him. Creation by act 
of God does not require long periods of time.  

− Note on other views of creation: 
Some Christians, as well as non-believers, hold to alternate creation theories 
that attempt to combine creation and evolution. None of these views has 
strong biblical support but they are still taught even though they accommodate 
the biblical text to scientific theories. 
Day-Age Theory 
This view teaches that the 6 days of Genesis are not real 24 hour days but long 
geological ages during which God performed His creative work. 
Alternate Day Age Theory 
This view teaches that the 6 days of Genesis are real 24 hour days but each 
day is separated by a geological age of millions of years to allow for 
development of plants and animals and the fossil record. Thus time alternates 
between a real day and a geological age. 
Eden Only Theory 
This view teaches that Genesis is a special account of creation in the Garden 
of Eden which only that took place in 6 literal days while the rest of the earth 
and mankind were developing over millions of years of time. 
Revelation Days 
This view teaches that creation occurred over millions of years but the account 
of Genesis relates to 6 real days on which God revealed to Moses what He had 
done. 
Gap View 
This view teaches that a vast gap of time exists between Genesis 1:1 and 1:2 
during which the geological ages occurred. According to the Gap view 
Genesis 1:1 states the absolute beginning of creation but Genesis 1:2 states a 
reconstruction of creation after God’s judgment on Satan or a supposed “pre-
Adamic race”. But the text neither states nor implies a gap. Isaiah 45:18 

The real problem with most, if not all, of these other views of creation is: 
 1) The biblical text does not strongly support them. 
 2) They reveal lack of belief in the supernatural, miraculous power of God. 
 3) They compromise the Bible and try to make it fit man’s views and limited 

knowledge. 
 What should be the basis for determining what we believe about creation of 

the world? Why? 
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– Creation of Man 
“Then the LORD God formed man of dust from the ground, and breathed into his 
nostrils the breath of life; and man became a living being.” – Genesis 2:7 (NASB) 

The biblical text reveals that God created man: 
• Suddenly 
• Supernaturally–Adam was created from the dust and Eve from Adam. 
• By special act of breathing life in him (only life can produce life). 

The further witness of Scripture is that: 
• Adam and Eve were real individual people. 
• The creation of man was not by accident but purposeful. 

God created man: 
• For fellowship with God. Genesis 3:8 
• To have dominion over the earth. Genesis 1:26 
• To provide meaningful work for him and rule over the earth. Genesis 2:4-5 
• To worship Him. Genesis 4:4 
• To glorify Him. Revelation 5:13 
• In God’s image. Genesis 1:26-27 

– Man created in God’s image 
To say that man was created in the “image and likeness” of God does not mean 
that God has a physical body, for He is essentially Spirit, but that man was created 
by God with moral and spiritual likeness to God. John 4:23-24 
So man as created by God in some ways reflects God. 
Several key ideas are included in the “image of God”: 

• Man is essentially a spiritual being who lives in a physical body. This 
physical body was created good but because of sin will have to be redeemed 
and glorified into a spiritual body to ultimately relate properly to God. 
Genesis 1:31, 1 Corinthians 15:42-54 
• Man has personality–mind, will and emotions. 
• Man has the ability to communicate and commune with God. 
• Man was created in what has been described as a state or condition of 
“unconfirmed innocence” or “untested holiness” 

Thus Adam and Eve were created with the capacity to choose to do good or evil; 
to obey God or disobey God. And in that capacity to choose was the potential for 
sin. But all of God’s creation was glorious and declared to be “very good” by God 
Himself. Creation was not the problem–the real problem was man choosing to 
disobey God and to sin. 
Ultimately, one must choose either to believe what God has revealed in the Bible 
about creation or what man has dreamed up about creation. 
Which takes more faith–atheistic evolution or theistic creation? 
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B. Nature of man 
1. Introduction 

While man is a unity and cannot be divided into separate parts, the teaching of 
scripture is that man has at least two basic aspects: 

• Material (physical) 
• Non-material (spiritual) 

Further, the non-material aspect of man is sometimes distinguished in two aspects: 
spirit and soul 
 • Material (body) 
 • Non-material (spirit and soul) 
So that man is seen as a unified being with three aspects: body, soul, spirit.  
1 Thessalonians 5:23 
For our purposes we may think of these three aspects of man in the following simple 
terms 
 • Spirit = that life-principle which makes one alive (motivates and energizes) 
 • Soul = the personality (mind, will, and emotions) 
 • Body = the physical vessel in which the spirit/soul is expressed 
But regardless of the distinctions between the material and non-material aspects of 
man all of man (body, soul and spirit) is in need of and the subject of salvation. 

2. Material Aspects of Man (Body) 
God created man from the dust of the earth, fashioning for him a physical body. 
Genesis 2:7 
Man’s body is called, “earthly,” “perishable,” “natural,” “mortal,” a “tent,” a “jar of 
clay,” and “flesh”. 1 Corinthians 15:40-54, 2 Corinthians 5:4, 2 Corinthians 4:7, 2 
Corinthians 12:7, John 1:14 
The body then is simply the physical vehicle which God made to house man’s 
“person.” The body of believers is also fit enough to be the temple of the Holy Spirit. 
1 Corinthians 6:19 
And while the body is good (Genesis 1:31) and may have been made to last forever 
by eating from the tree of life (Genesis 3:22-24), because of sin the body is corrupted 
and decays and must itself be redeemed and glorified to ultimately relate properly to 
God. Romans 8:22-23; 1 Corinthians 15:44-54 
The body of believers will ultimately be conformed in the resurrection to the likeness 
of Christ’s glorified body. The bodies of unbelievers will also be resurrected, not to 
glory but to dishonor. Philippians 3:20-21, Revelation 20:5, 11-15 

3. Non-material Aspects of Man (Spirit & Soul) 
It is very difficult to distinguish between man’s soul and man’s spirit. Actually we 
can only describe them although the Word of God can discern the distinctions 
between soul and spirit. Hebrews 4:12 
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Spirit is that life–principle which makes one alive. Physical death is the separation of 
the spirit from the body. James 2:26 
While it seems clear that man’s spirit is immortal, only when a person receives a 
“new spirit” from God can he be rightly related to God forever. Hebrews 12:23 
At salvation believers receive a “new spirit” and are also indwelt by the Holy 
Spirit. Romans 8:9-11 
The old spirit is replaced by a new spirit and the Holy Spirit imparts eternal life to 
the believer. Galatians 6:8 

Soul–the whole of man’s person which includes mind, will and emotions, for while a 
man has a spirit he is a soul. 
Soul expresses the totality of man’s being and person. Deuteronomy 6:4-5 
It is the soul of man which is the subject of salvation. 1 Peter 2:24-25 
At salvation the soul of man is made perfect in a positional sense but practically 
speaking is in need of being sanctified as to mind, will and emotions. 

Other terms 
Heart–in Scripture heart may refer to the bodily organ that pumps blood but most 

often refers to: 
–The center of man’s emotions, affection, feelings and will. Romans 9:2 
–The totality of man’s being. Romans 10:9-10 
–The inner man. Hebrews 12:3 
“Heart” may well be a synonym for soul and must itself be purified from sin. 
Mark 7:20-23 

Mind–is also an aspect of man’s soul related to thinking, perceiving, understanding, 
believing, discerning. 
The mind is corrupted and must be renewed through the Spirit and the Word. 
Romans 8:5 
The believer has the mind of Christ. 1 Corinthians 2:16 

Will–is that aspect of man’s soul related to choosing and deciding. It is the exercise 
of that right to choose (free will) which determines man’s destiny. Isaiah 66:2-4 
Man’s will must be brought into submission to God’s will as was Christ’s. John 
6:38-40 

Conscience–is that innate internal aspect of man’s soul related to knowing what is 
right and wrong. Romans 2:12-15 
God’s spirit heightens the sensitivity of a man’s conscience to sin. 

It is the soul/spirit of man that will live forever with God in a glorified heavenly 
body. 
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C. The Fall of Man 
The creation by God of man was good–in fact man was created by God to properly relate 
to and fellowship with Him. And it is clear that prior to Genesis 3 that Adam and Eve had 
not sinned. For some period of time following the creation Adam and Eve enjoyed 
unbroken fellowship with each other and with God. But what happened to mankind? 
1. The Original Condition of Man (Genesis 1-2) 

Man was created by God in a state of unconfirmed innocence or untested holiness. In 
order for man’s obedience to and worship of God to be meaningful it had to be 
voluntary. God, therefore: 

• Placed within man the capacity (“free will”) to choose to do good or evil, to 
obey or not obey God, to sin or not to sin. 

• Put into place one restriction (prohibition, law, command) and clearly 
communicated that restriction to man. This restriction was designed to test 
man’s obedience to God to determine if he would choose to obey God when 
given a choice. 

 “But the LORD God warned him, ‘You may freely eat the fruit of every tree in 
the garden–except the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. If you eat its 
fruit, you are sure to die.’” – Genesis 2:16-17 (NLT) 

• Gave man complete freedom to eat from any other tree in the garden. 
• Warned man of the consequences of disobedience. 

2. The Temptation of Man (Genesis 3:1-5) 
By Genesis 3 Satan had sinned and fallen and God allowed Satan to be the instrument 
through whom He would test man’s obedience. 
Satan took the form of a serpent and confronted Eve. 
Satan: 

• Raised doubts about the truth of God’s Word. 
• Contradicted God’s Word. 
• Questioned the goodness and motivation of God. 
• Tempted Eve by telling a half-truth. 

3. The Fall of Man (Genesis 3:6) 
Eve: 

• Fell to Satan’s temptation and the lust and desire of the flesh and the pride of 
life. 1 John 2:15-17 
• Gave some to Adam who ate. 

Scripture says Eve was deceived, but Adam ate knowingly. Both were guilty of sin, 
but Adam as head was held most responsible. 2 Corinthians 11:3, 1 Timothy 2:11-
14, Romans 5:14 
When given a choice by being tempted, both Adam and Eve committed an act of sin 
which made them sinners by nature. Romans 5:18-19 
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Through the exercise of “free will” (capacity to choose right or wrong) sin entered 
into the world. Romans 5:12-14 
Sin had been found in Satan and had now worked its way into man. And just as surely 
as the sin of Satan adversely affected others so did the sin of Adam and Eve. Ezekiel  
28:15-16 
Sin promises happiness, pleasure, satisfaction, and freedom but only delivers 
frustration, guilt, bondage, death and destruction. 

4. The Results of the Fall (Genesis 3:7-24) 
• Sin marred Adam and Eve’s innocent morality and corrupted the image of God in 

man. 
• Sin caused separation between Holy God and sinful man and broke their fellowship 

with God. 
• Sin brought God’s swift judgment just as He had promised. It was Satan who was 

lying–God had told the truth. 
• Sin caused the whole of the created order to be subject to the curse. 

5. Judgments as a Result of the Fall (Genesis 3:14-24) 
• Judgments of God (3:14-19) 

The judgments announced by God set in motion a series of conflicts between 
various aspects of the created order. Where there had been order, unity and 
perfect harmony, there was now chaos, strife and disunity. 
The judgments can be broken down into several broad categories: 

• Curse on Animals, Especially Serpents (3:14-15) 
The entire created order of living creatures was judged because of the serpent’s 
part in the fall of man. All animals were cursed, but the serpent was degraded 
from a “shiny, upright creature” to a loathsome one who would crawl on the 
ground and eat dust and who would always be an enemy of man. 

• Curse on Satan (3:15) 
Satan was cursed here, too, as God pronounced his final defeat, for Christ as the 
“seed” (Galatians 3:16) of woman would deal Satan a death blow at the cross 
while Satan would only bruise Christ with physical death. Here God declared the 
“Gospel” for the first time. Satan would be the mortal enemy of man and Christ. 
Until the eternal state there would be conflict between good and evil. 

• Curse on Eve (3:16) 
Even though God had created woman for reproduction and had commanded Eve 
to be fruitful and multiply, that functional, God-ordained role would now be 
carried out with great pain. Thus, great childbirth pain is a result of the fall for 
women as is “work” for men. 
And conflict between men and women is also set in motion as the result of sin. 
The word “desire” as used in 3:16 does not have sexual, emotional overtones, but 
carries the idea of “rule.” God declared that man will have dominion (lordship) – 
“And he shall rule over you.” Also in 3:20 Adam exercises lordship by naming 
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Eve as he did the animals. Yet, the natural woman will desire to control her 
husband and thus the conflict. Before the fall, submission was not an issue; after 
the fall submission of the woman to the man is accomplished with great tension 
and strife. Only in Christ with the power of the Spirit is submission realized. 

• Judgment on the Earth and Man (3:17-19) 
The earth itself is cursed because of man’s sin. It will produce its fruit but only as 
“thorns and thistles” grow. This part of creation, too, must be redeemed. 
While work was required before the fall, now it must be done in “toil” and by the 
“sweat of your face.” Not only that, man will return to the dust at death. At that 
moment Adam started to die, but would live on for 930 years old. Genesis 5:5 
So sin caused in man physical separation from God (i.e., death) and also spiritual 
separation from the presence of God (see 3:8; 3:22-24) as God would soon drive 
man from paradise lost. 

• God’s Gracious Provision (3:20-21) 
Even in judgment we see God’s mercy and grace as God, Himself, makes a 
temporary covering for sin by sacrificing the blood of an animal (the first time) 
and using the skins to make a covering for them and their sins. Man had already 
tried to “cover” his sin by his own efforts, and so God undertook in mercy to do 
for man what man could not do (note foreshadowing of the sacrificial system). 

• Expulsion from the Garden (3:22-24) 
In order to protect man from eternally being fixed in his fallen state, God sent Adam 
and Eve out of the garden. At least implied here is the idea that God created man to 
be immortal and death is a consequence of sin. Eating from the “tree of life” will 
finally be the destiny of the redeemed, for the tree of life appears in the new 
Jerusalem. Revelation 22:2 
Man was given originally the privilege to eat freely of the tree of life but because of 
sin, forfeited that right and God put this tree on the prohibited list for this life. 
Man was driven from the garden and God stations cherubim at Eden “to guard the 
way to the tree of life.” 
What a graphic picture of the awful effects of sin is given here - physical death, 
suffering, pain, etc., and spiritual death (separation from the presence of God). 

6. The Image of God in Fallen Man 
Not only did man’s body become subject to illness and disease but the earth was 
subjected to futility with storms, natural disasters, extremes of climate, etc. Man was 
also condemned to both physical and spiritual death. 
The material aspect of man (his body) became corrupted and subject to decay and the 
immaterial aspect of man (his spirit and soul) lost its ability to purely reflect the 
holiness of God and to properly relate to Him. The image of God in man had been 
corrupted by sin. 
God had tested man and man had failed and fallen. Adam had become a sinner by 
committing an act of sin. Thereafter all men would commit acts of sin because they 
would be sinners by nature. Romans 5:19 
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“The Study of Sin – Hamartiology” 
Bible Doctrine Survey–Sonrise Seminary 

 
 “For everyone has sinned; we all fall short of God’s glorious standard.” 
                      – Romans 3:23 (NLT) 

 
Introduction 
  Many people today (including some pastors, teachers and theologians) do not want to talk 

about sin and certainly do not want to call people sinners. Our world modern world has no 
interest in identifying sin as sin–the consequences of such action would be defeating to the 
human ego. 
 

A. The Reality of Sin 
1. False Views of Sin 

• Sin is not real but only an illusion. 
 Such people would hold that man is basically good and given enough time, resources 

and the right environment, will get better. It only appears that man is sinful. Man 
needs only to reform not repent. 

• Sin is nothing more than selfishness. 
 God created man the way he is so it is okay to be selfish. 
• Sin is only a social disease. 
 Sin occurs because people have different personalities, goals and desires which 

conflict with other people’s. 
• Sin is just general evil in the world. 
 There are two impersonal forces at work in the world–good and evil (dualism) and 

that doesn’t make man a sinner–just that evil exists outside of man. 
• Sin is merely comparative between people. 
 Sin only seems to be present because some people are better than others. 
• Sin only applies with respect to actions not attitudes of the heart. 
 This was the approach of the Pharisees in Jesus’ day. Some people do “bad things” 

which religious people call sin. 
While these ideas are popular today, they counter the biblical teaching about sin: 
• Sin is real. 1 John 1:8 
• Sin causes death and destruction. Romans 6:23 
• Sin separates us from Holy God. Isaiah 59:1-2 
• Sin is always directed ultimately toward God. Psalm 51:3-5 

Why do people not want to talk about sin or acknowledge sin in their lives? 
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B. The Origin of Sin 
 If God is good and created everything and sin is bad, how could God have created sin–or at 

least allowed sin to enter the human race? 
The Answer: 

• God did not create sin, for sin is not a created thing but the absence or lack of what is 
good. For example, darkness is not a thing in and of itself but the absence of light. Sin 
is a corruption of what is good. 

• God allows evil, sin and adversity to exist because they serve His purpose. 
• Sin is related to pride and was activated by free will. 
• Scripture teaches that 

– Sin (wickedness) was found in Satan. Ezekiel 28:15-16, Isaiah 14:12-15 
– Sin entered into the world through Adam’s disobedience. Romans 5:12 

• Sin is present because “choice” is present. Voluntary willing obedience is only possible 
if disobedience is possible, which means that sin must be allowed in order to make 
obedience meaningful. Perfect love requires a choice. 

 Beyond these statements, the Bible does not explicitly state the origin of sin nor how it got 
into Satan. We do know that Satan fell to sin before man fell and hell (eternal fire) was 
originally prepared for him and his demons. Matthew 25:41 
 

C. The Description and Nature of Sin 
1. Description of Sin 
 It is almost impossible to define sin with a word, phrase or simple sentence. For example, 

a good general definition of sin would be: Sin is any attitude or action which is contrary 
to the character of Holy God. 

 And yet sin is more than an act or attitude it is both a state or condition in which man 
finds himself and a nature which he possesses. Before trying to define sin it is perhaps 
better to describe sin as scripture does. In the Bible, sin is described as: 

• Missing the mark (God’s standard). Matthew 1:21 
• Breaking (transgressing) God’s law. Romans 2:23 
• Disobedience to God. 1 Samuel 28:18 
• Rebellion against God. Isaiah 59:13 
• Lawlessness. 1 John 3:4 
• Unrighteousness. Romans 3:5 
• Godlessness. Romans 1:18 
• Wickedness. Ezekiel 28:15 
• Going astray. Isaiah 53:6 
• Iniquity. Psalm 51:2 
• Evil (wrong). Habakkuk 1:13 
• Falling short of God’s glory. Romans 3:23 
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• Pride (conceit). 1 Timothy 3:6-7 
• Living independently of God (i.e., being our own God). Genesis 3:5, Judges 21:25 

Sin is evil and wrong because it is unlike God and causes people to be unlike God. 
What one word or phrase best describes sin to you? 

2. Definition of Sin 
 Sin is the unrighteous nature of man which causes him to have attitudes and commit acts 

which are contrary to the character of Holy God. 
In short, sin is any violation of God’s Holiness. 

S – selfishness 
I – independence 
N – not keeping God’s standards 

3. Specific Sins 
 We will not make a list all of the different kinds of sin, but point out that sin can and does 

take many forms. For example, the following Scriptures provide illustrations of various 
sins. 
• Exodus 20:1-17–Idolatry, blasphemy, failing to observe the Sabbath, failing to honor 

parents, murder, adultery, stealing, false testimony, and covetousness. 
• Mark 7:20-23–Deceit, and foolishness.  
• Romans 1:26-27–Homosexuality, and sexual perversion. 
• Romans 1:29–Wickedness, evil, depravity, strife, murder, gossip, insolence, arrogance, 

and boasting.  
• Romans 13:8-13–Adultery, stealing, and coveting.  
• 1 Corinthians 10:1-10–Grumbling, complaining, and lack of gratefulness. 
• Galatians 5:19-21, 26–Sexual, immorality, impurity, idolatry, witchcraft, hatred, 

discord, jealousy, fits of rage, selfish ambition, dissensions, factions, envy, 
drunkenness, orgies, and conceit (pride).  

• Ephesians 4:29-32–Unwholesome speech, bitterness, rage, anger, brawling, slander, 
malice, and an unforgiving spirit. 

• Ephesians 5:4–Greed, obscenity, foolish talk, and coarse joking. 
• James 2:8-10–Showing favoritism, and being a respecter of persons. 
• 1 Timothy 6:6-10–The love of money, evil thoughts, insincere worship, and hypocrisy.  
• Revelation 21:8–Lying, and magic arts. 

 This representative list could go on and on and include “disobedience to God”, and such 
passages as 2 Timothy 3:1-5 and Deuteronomy 18:9-13, etc. And while some sins are 
more significant than others (e.g. hatred vs. murder; lust vs. adultery) sin is sin and either 
keeps us from being rightly related to God or breaks our fellowship with Him. 

 A few more abstract categories of sins should be noted: 
• Failing to do what is right. James 4:17 
• Not acting out of faith. Romans 14:23 
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• Not praying for others. 1 Samuel 12:23 
• Seeking what is contrary to God’s known will. 1 Samuel 12:19 
• Not meeting others’ needs. 1 John 3:17 
• Following the ways of the world. Romans 12:2 

 Sin can relate to: 
• Thoughts. 
• Attitudes. 
• Actions. 
• Omissions. 

 Is it any wonder that only Christ was “sinless” and that only by His righteousness can we 
be righteous before God? 2 Corinthians 5:21 

 
D. The Nature and Strategy of Sin 

1. Sin Deceives. 1 Timothy 2:11-14 
2. Sin Enslaves and Controls. Romans 6:16-19 
3. Sin Destroys. James 1:13-16 
Sin promises satisfaction, pleasure and happiness but delivers none of these things. 
 

E. The Results of Sin 
Since the condition of man before the fall was one of innocence, what is man’s condition 
after the fall? Scripture describes the condition of unsaved man as: 
1. Separated from God 

• Separated and hidden. Isaiah 59:2 
• Alienated from God. Colossians 1:21 
• Enemies of God. Romans 5:10 

2. Dead in Sins 
• Soul that sins shall die. Ezekiel 18:1-4 
• Dead in transgressions and sin. Ephesians 2:1 
• Ungodly. Romans 5:6 
• Sinners. Romans 5:8 

3. Condemned to Physical and Spiritual Death 
• Sin brought death and judgment. Romans 5:16-18 
• Under condemnation. Romans 8:1 
• Objects of God’s wrath. Ephesians 2:3 
• Under indictment for sins. Colossians 2:14 
• All are under sin. Romans 3:9 
• Unbelievers stand condemned. John 3:18 
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4. Lost and Without Hope 

• Separated from Christ. Ephesians 2:12 
• Foreigners to God’s covenants. Ephesians 2:19 

– Without hope. 
– Without God. 

5. In Adam 
All men are under the curse of sin and death. Romans 5:12, 18 

6. A Member of Satan’s Kingdom 
 All unsaved people are part of Satan’s kingdom with Satan as their father. John 8:42-47, 

Colossians 1:13-14, Acts 26:18  
7. Destined for the Eternal Lake of Fire 
 Judgment and eternal punishment is the fate of all who reject God. John 3:16, 2 

Thessalonians 1:6-10 
 Conclusion: Because of sin, man is utterly lost, without God and bound to pay the eternal 

penalty for sin. Man apart from God is: 
• Totally depraved and sinful. 
• Utterly lost. 
• Condemned and destined for eternal punishment. 

F. Sin and the Unbeliever 
 We have already seen the utterly lost condition of the unbeliever, but how did the unbeliever 

get into that lost condition? 
 Scripture teaches that all men stand condemned under sin because of three things: 

1. Inherited Sin Nature 
 When Adam sinned all men became sinners by nature and that sin nature is passed on 

from parents to children The fallen image of God in man became man’s nature. The sin 
nature is that pre-disposition in man which is bent away from God and toward self and 
sin. Mankind by nature has an inborn inclination to and attraction for sin. 

 The result of having an inherited sin nature is that we are born in a state of spiritual death 
(separation) with regard to God. Romans 5:19 

 The cure for the sin nature is Christ’s redemptive death on the cross by which He judged 
(condemned) sin in the flesh. Galatians 5:24 

 All people are born with a sin nature. 
2. Imputed Sin 
 When Adam sinned God charged (credited or imputed) his sin to all men who would be 

born after him so that they became judicially guilty of sin. Romans 5:12-14 
 The result of imputed sin is physical death. 1 Corinthians 15:22 
 Sin caused all men to come under the curse of physical death. 
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 The cure for imputed sin is two-fold: 
• Justification, which is the act by which the righteousness of Christ is imputed or 

credited to the believer. 2 Corinthians 5:21 
• The bodily resurrection of Christ which guaranteed victory over physical death. 1 

Corinthians 15:12-22 
 Without Christ all people stand charged with sin and its penalty–physical death. 
3. Personal Sins 
 Man’s personal sins confirm the condemnation and justice of God in declaring all to be 

sinners. Romans 3:9-18, 23 
 The result of personal sins is spiritual death. Ezekiel 18:1-4 
 The cure for personal sins is the forgiveness provided by the shed blood of Christ on the 

cross. Colossians 2:13-15 
     CONDEMNATION OF ALL MEN FOR SIN 
    Cause      Result      Cure 
   Inherited sin nature  Spiritual death    Redemption 
   Imputed sin    Physical death    Justification 
   Personal sins    Spiritual death    Forgiveness 

It is only on the cross of Christ that mankind’s sin problem is eternally settled. 1 Peter 
2:24-25 

But where does this leave the believer with respect to sin? 
G. Sin and the Believer 

The personal sins of the believer (past, present and future) have been forgiven in full. 
Colossians 1:14 
Imputed sin which causes physical death has been dealt with through the resurrection of 
Christ. 1 Corinthians 15:20-22 
What about man’s “sin nature”? 
While the old sin nature was judged and condemned at the cross it is an integral part of man’s 
body and will not be ultimately destroyed until the believer’s body is resurrected and 
glorified. The curse of sin is not removed until the eternal state. Revelation 22:3 
But Scripture teaches several significant truths about the believer’s relationship to his “sin 
nature” and continuing to sin: 

• The believer is dead to sin. Romans 6:1-2 
• The believer does not have to sin any longer. Romans 6:2 
• The believer has been separated from the power of his old sin nature although it has not 

been destroyed. Romans 6:5-14 
• The power of the Holy Spirit is available in the believer to enable him not to sin. 

Romans 8:5-14 
• True believers will not walk in sin as a continual way of life. 1 John 3:9-10 
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And while the believer must still struggle against his “flesh” (old sinful nature) – with his 
new nature he can be victorious as he: 

• Realizes by faith that he is dead to the power of sin. 1 Peter 1:13-16 
• Relies on the power of the indwelling Holy Spirit to resist sin. Romans 6:12-14 
• Chooses to walk by the Spirit in obedience to the Word. Galatians 5:13-26 

When the believer does sin he must genuinely confess his sins and claim the forgiveness 
which has already been provided by Christ. 1 John 1:7-9 
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“The Study of Salvation–Soteriology” 
Bible Doctrine Survey–Sonrise Seminary 

 
 “But–‘When God our Savior revealed his kindness and love, he saved us, not because of the 
righteous things we had done, but because of his mercy. He washed away our sins, giving us a 
new birth and new life through the Holy Spirit. He generously poured out the Spirit upon us 
through Jesus Christ our Savior. Because of his grace he declared us righteous and gave us 
confidence that we will inherit eternal life.’”                  –Titus 3:4-7 (NLT) 

 
Introduction 
 Salvation means “deliverance” and refers to the work of God on behalf of man in 

providing a way of deliverance from the condemnation and penalty of sin. 
 
A. The Need of Salvation 

1. The Condemnation of Man 
 The need of salvation is based on God’s condemnation of man, which has already 

been demonstrated. Romans 3:9-12, Ephesians 2:1-3, Romans 3:23 
 The penalty for sin is death. Romans 6:23 
 Why is the need for salvation so hard to accept? 
 Most people seem to believe that: 

• They are not really “sinners.” 
• They are not as bad as some other people. 
• Hell is not real. 
• Their good deeds will outweigh their bad deeds. 
• A loving God would not allow people to go to hell. 
• Somehow all people will be saved in the end. 

 The only problem with these “beliefs” is that none of them are true–they are all 
unbiblical. Luke 3:15-17, Romans 3:23, Romans 5:12, 18, Romans 6:23, 
Revelation 20:11-15 

 The reality is that apart from Christ 
• All men are lost and helpless. 
• All men are condemned to die in their sins. 
• All men are separated and alienated from God because of their sin. 

 The doctrine of salvation has to do with God providing a way to deal with man’s 
sinful state that would not violate His holiness and justice. And only God could do 
that for man lacks the ability and capacity to save himself from sin. 

 Sin caused man to lose his “righteous” state. For righteousness is “rightness,” moral 
purity and right standing with God. 
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 The issue then becomes: How can unrighteous men gain the righteousness necessary 
to once again properly relate to Holy righteous God. 

2. Man’s Inability to Save Himself from the Penalty of Sin 
 The clear teaching of Scripture is that only God can save–apart from God salvation is 

impossible. Romans 3:9-12 
3. Man’s Attempts to Save Himself 
 Men have tried to save themselves from sin in four main ways: 

• By being good (personal righteousness). Isaiah 64:6 
 Man’s righteousness in relation to God has as much value to God as filthy 

rags. Some people are better (more righteous) than others by our standards, 
but not when we are measured against Holy God. 

• By doing good. Ephesians 2:8-9 
 The performance of good deeds, religious rituals, and keeping the law do not 

restore our righteousness before God. For our unrighteousness is a heart 
problem. Matthew 15:15-20 

• Because of who they are. Luke 3:7-10, Philippians 3:4-9 
 Being a Jewish descendant of Abraham will not save you. Again, its not who 

you are but what you are that is the problem. 
• Because of what they know. 1 Corinthians 1:18-23 
 The reality of who Jesus is cannot be discerned by man, but must be revealed 

by God Himself. Righteousness does not come through knowledge alone. 
 Why is it so important in terms of salvation that people realize that they are in fact 

lost? Why is this so hard for people to admit? 
B. God’s Provision 

1. The Punishment of Sin is Death.  
 Either we must die for our sins or a substitute must die in our place. Leviticus 17:11, 

Romans 6:23 
2. God’s Initiative 
 Even though God was not at fault, out of His love for us, He took the first step to 

provide a means of bringing us back into a right relationship with Himself by 
providing that substitute. 

• God promised that the “seed” of woman would crush Satan. Genesis 3:15 
• God covered Adam and Eve’s guilt in the garden. Genesis 3:21 
• God promised the spiritual blessing of salvation through the seed of Abraham. 

Genesis 12:3 
• God’s death angel “passed over” the houses of those who placed the blood of the 

sacrificial lamb on their houses by faith. Exodus 12:21-30 
• God previewed Christ’s atoning work on the cross in the Day of Atonement. 

Leviticus 16:1-34 
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• God caused Christ to be slain as the Lamb from before the foundation of the 
world. 1 Peter 1:19-20 

• The substitutionary death of Christ. John 3:16-18, Hebrews 9:22, 10:19-22, 
Ephesians 1:7 

• Jesus Christ became the substitute for our death once and for all if we accept 
Him as our Lord and Savior. Romans 3:25-26, Romans 10:9-10 

 Salvation has always been God’s eternal plan (Ephesians 1:3-14, Romans 5:6-8). 
And it was God, not man that put the plan of salvation into action. 2 Corinthians 
5:16-19 

3. The Foundation of Salvation 
 Salvation is founded in three aspects of God’s character: 

• God’s love (the unfailing, unconditional commitment of God). John 15:12-13,  
1 John 4:1-7 

• God’s mercy (the withholding of deserved punishment). Romans 9:10-18 
• God’s grace  (the granting of God’s undeserved favor). Ephesians 2:4-10  

 No one is saved based on personal merit, heritage, performance or good works–
salvation is grounded in God Himself. 

What prompted God to save man? Was God obligated to save man? 
4. The Basis of Salvation 
 Forgiveness of sins can only come through the shedding of blood. It is the shed blood 

of Jesus Christ on the cross-which makes it possible for God to forgive the sins of 
man. Leviticus 17:11, John 3:16-18, Hebrews 9:22, 10:19-22, Ephesians 1:7 

 Notice that it took the shed blood of the sinless perfect Son of God as the sacrificial 
lamb to satisfy God’s justice and provide atonement for sins. Jesus Christ is the only 
way to God. Acts 4:12, John 14:6 

5. The Means of Salvation 
 The means by which the shed blood of Christ is personally applied to the sins of a 

person is by faith. This was pictured in the Old Testament when the blood of the 
sacrificial Lamb was applied by faith to the doorposts so the Angel of Death would 
“passover” the house…delivering those inside from death. Exodus 12:21-29, 
Hebrews 11:28 

 Faith is the only means by which a man can come back into right relationship with 
God. Hebrews 11:6 

• Old Testament Salvation 
 People in the Old Testament were saved by faith in God. Genesis 15:6, 

Romans 4:1-3 
• New Testament Salvation 
 New Testament salvation is also available through faith. Ephesians 2:8-10 

 The OT saint looked forward by faith to the cross while the NT saint looks back 
by faith to the cross. From God’s perspective Christ was slain from before the 
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foundation of the world (Revelation 13:8). To OT saints God applied the blood 
“prospectively” and to NT saints “retrospectively”. 

6. The Meaning of Faith 
What does “faith” mean? 

• A commitment to what you believe is true. 
• Actively believing in God. 
• Trusting in Christ’s death on the cross to provide personal payment for the 

forgiveness of our sins. 
• Receiving the free gift of salvation by receiving Christ as Savior. 
• Asking God to save you through Jesus Christ and believing based on His word 

that he will. John 5:24 
The Object of Faith 

• Saving faith always has God as its object. 
The Content of faith 
 What must one believe to be saved?  

 Saving faith includes believing that we were condemned by God for our sins, that we 
deserved to die our sins, that Jesus is God who took the punishment for our sins by 
dying on the cross in our place, and that he was buried, and rose on the third day. 
Romans 10:9-10, 1 Corinthians 15:3-5 

7. The Relationship of Repentance and Faith 
 Repentance is required for salvation but it is not a requirement separate and apart 

from faith. “Repent” means to change ones mind about God, yourself as a sinner, and 
your need of salvation, which brings a turning towards God and away from sin. Acts 
26:20 

 Repentance and trust are tow sides of the same coin of faith and are used together in 
Scripture (e.g., “Repent and believe” (Mark 1:14-15) to turn away from sin and turn 
towards God. 

 
C. The Electing Purpose of God in Salvation 

 Election is God’s sovereign choice exercised in His mercy by which He determined 
to save some people. Ephesians 1:4-6, 11, Romans 9:11-24, Acts 13:48, John 6:44 

 Several truths need to be stated about election: 
• Election is God’s prerogative and business, not man’s. Only God knows who are 

the elect. 
• Election is based on the exercise by sovereign God of His mercy and grace, not 

the personal merit of anyone. 
• Election reflects God’s glory and goodness. 
• Election nullifies the concept of “relative or comparative righteousness” among 

people. 
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• Since no one deserves to be saved anyway, there are should be no grounds for 
complaint against God. 

• Election does not abolish the need for evangelism. Paul, who taught election, 
also felt compelled to preach the Gospel. 

• The “elect” are not saved apart from exercising saving faith. 
 Divine sovereign election and salvation by faith are two parallel truths, both of which 

are taught by Scripture and both of which should be accepted as truth by faith. They 
cannot be reconciled in the human mind. The fact that we may not understand 
election does not nullify its truth. 

 While all men stand condemned before God because of sin, no one goes to “hell” 
(eternal punishment) because God sends them there but because they chose to reject 
the truth God has revealed to them. John 3:36 

Some other related terms: 
1. Calling–refers to God drawing a person to Himself for salvation. But God never 

overpowers the will of a person or forces him to be saved. God’s drawing will 
eventually win over the person voluntarily. John 6:44 

2. Predestination–is not used in Scripture related to the lost. God does not 
“predestine” some to hell and others to heaven. Predestination relates to the 
ultimate goal of God for believers–they are predetermined by God to be 
conformed to Christ’s image as His adopted sons. Romans 8:28-30 

3. Foreknowledge–refers to the fact that God knows in advance those who will 
believe in Him. 1 Peter 1:1-2 

 Election is God’s responsibility–Evangelism is ours! 
 Why do many believers object so strongly to the doctrine of election? What does this 

reveal about their view of salvation? 
 
D. The Work of the Holy Spirit in Salvation 
 The Holy Spirit plays a very significant role in salvation as we have already discussed in 

relationship to His present work and ministry under the doctrine of the Holy Spirit. This 
ministry includes conviction of sin, cleansing from sin, and the imparting of new life. 
Titus 3:4-7 
 

E. The Nature and Extent of the Atonement of Christ 
1. Nature of the Atonement 
 Atonement has to do with “covering over” sin or making proper payment 

(satisfaction) to God because of sin which violates His holy character. 
 Sin against a Holy God has to be “atoned for”. God cannot forgive sin unless proper 

atonement is made. The concept of atonement is rooted in the Old Testament (e.g. 
Leviticus 16) and Christ is designated by God as the One who would make 
permanent atonement for the sins of all men. John 1:29 
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 The ark of the covenant kept in the Holy of Holies in the tabernacle and later the 
temple had a “mercy seat” or “atonement cover” on which the high priest would 
sprinkle the blood of the animal sacrifice. But as Hebrews points out, this was only a 
temporary way of dealing with sin and had to be done regularly for individuals and 
yearly for the people. The high priest also had to offer sacrifice for himself before he 
could “atone for” the sins of the people. Hebrews 9:1-14 

 And just as the animal sacrifice had to be perfect and without blemish to be 
acceptable as the temporary atonement for sins so did God’s Messiah–the final 
sacrifice for dealing with sins had to be perfect (sinless). 

 In the death of Christ on the cross God provided the ultimate way to “atone for” the 
sins of men–by the sacrifice of the precious, pure blood of His only Son. And Jesus 
had to die as the God-man–human so He could die, divine so He could be sinless.  
1 Peter 1:18-19 
The atonement of Jesus Christ is: 

• Sacrificial 
 Out of love and obedience to the Father, Christ gave his life as a sacrificial 

gift. John 10:17-18 
 Sacrifice involves the giving up of something of value. God gave up His own 

Son to redeem men. Christ sacrificed Himself! 
• Substitutionary 
 As the sinless Son of God, Christ did not need to offer a sacrifice for Himself. 

His sacrifice on the cross was substitutionary in that it was made for and on 
behalf of the sins of all men. Christ made for men the perfect, permanent 
sacrifice for sins which they are unable to make. As someone has said “we 
owed a debt we could not pay, Christ paid a debt He did not owe”. 

 Christ’s sacrifice was “once for all” as He took our sins in His body to pay the 
penalty for us. Hebrews 7:27 

• Sufficient 
 Christ’s death on the cross was sufficient to pay (“atone”) for the sins of all 

men of all time and was so accepted by God. God was satisfied with Christ’s 
substitutionary atonement. Hebrews 10:10-14 

• Final 
 Christ’s one-time perfect sacrifice was the final sacrifice needed for sin. 

Hebrews 9:12-15 
• Permanent 
 Christ’s perfect sacrifice provided a permanent means of dealing with sin. 

Hebrews 9:28 
 Why did God’s plan of salvation include the sacrifice of His sinless Son? Would you 

have designed salvation this way? 
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2. Extent of the Atonement 
 While some would argue that Christ only died for the “elect” (those chosen by God to 

be saved), the witness of Scripture is clearly that Christ died for all men even though 
all will not be saved because all will not choose to receive by faith the forgiveness of 
sins provided on the cross. While salvation is available to all and God desires all men 
to be saved, not all call on the name of the Lord because of unbelief.  
1 Timothy 2:3-6, 1 Timothy 4:10, John 3:16 

 Jesus died for the ungodly, all lost men–even those who reject Him. In that sense 
Christ rendered all men savable. Romans 5:6-8 
Christ’s death on the cross was designed with three basic purposes in mind: 

• Reconciliation (toward man) 
 To reconcile means to restore that which is broken. Sin had caused man’s 

relationship to God to be broken. Sinful men are separated from God–
strangers and enemies of God. In Christ, God reconciled the world and made 
it possible for men to come back into right relationship with Him. It was man 
who needed to be reconciled to God, not God to man. Romans 5:10-11, 
Colossians 1:21-22 

• Redemption (toward sin) 
 To redeem means to release or buy back because payment has been made. 

Lost people are enslaved to sin and Satan. Christ on the cross paid the 
ransom/release price so that we no longer had to be slaves to sin. Mark 10:45, 
Galatians 4:4-5 

• Propitiation (toward God) 
 To propitiate means to satisfy and atone for. Sin is a violation of God’s holy 

character. God’s justice demands that adequate, appropriate payment be made 
for that sin–or the penalty must stand. God’s holiness and justice had to be 
propitiated and His wrath appeased. Christ’s death on the cross provided the 
only payment which was sufficient to satisfy Holy God. 1 John 2:2, Romans 
3:25 

 So Christ dealt with: man’s bondage to sin (redemption), man’s broken relationship to 
God (reconciliation), and man’s breach of God’s character (atonement/ propitiation). 

  
F. Results of Salvation 
 What does salvation accomplish for those who choose by faith to believe in Christ and 

accept His atoning work on the cross? An almost unlimited number of benefits flow to 
the believer from salvation! 
1. Justification 
 Justification is a legal declaration that the believer is not guilty of sin before God 

because Christ has paid his penalty for him, and the judicial imputation of the 
righteousness of Christ to the believer, thus reversing the effect of Adam’s sin. 
Romans 5:1, 9; 2 Corinthians 5:21 
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 To justify means both: 1) to declare not guilty, and 2) to impart Christ’s 
righteousness. 

2. Forgiveness of Sins 
 To be forgiven means that God no longer hold our sins against us and has pardoned 

us. Believers have been saved or delivered from their sins and no longer face God’s 
wrath or stand under condemnation for sin. Acts 10:43, Ephesians 1:7 

3. Regeneration 
 To be regenerated means to be given new life–to be born spiritually from above or 

born again. At salvation believers receive new life from God and are new creations in 
Christ. The believer is now alive to God instead of being dead in sin. John 1:12-13, 1 
Peter 1:3 

4. Sanctification 
To be sanctified means 

– To be cleansed completely from sin. 2 Peter 1:9 
– To be made holy and righteous. 1 Corinthians 1:30 
– To be set apart unto God and to His service. Romans 1:1 

 The believer’s positional holiness in Christ is complete at salvation since he has 
received the very righteousness of Christ; his practical holiness is a process of 
becoming more holy by the power of the Spirit in obedience to the Word. Romans 
8:12-14 1, Peter 1:14-16 

 Practical sanctification is the process of being conformed to the image of Christ in 
daily living — both in character and conduct. 

5. Freedom 
– From slavery to sin Believers are now bound as slaves to righteousness, not to sin. 

Romans 6:17-18 
– From condemnation of sin Believers no longer stand under the condemnation and 

guilt of sin. Romans 8:1 
– From the power of sin and sin nature Believers are dead to sin and free from the 

power of the old sin nature. When a believer sins it is because he chooses to, not 
because he has to. Romans 6:6-12 

– From the penalty of sin no longer face the wrath of God with its eternal punishment. 
Romans 6:23 

– From bondage to law Believers are free from the restrictions of the law which 
bound them and revealed their sinfulness. Romans 7:5-6 

– fear of death Christ conquered death so that believers in Him would have no fear of 
death. Hebrews 2:14-15 

Believers are now free to be all God intended them to be. 
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6. Receive Eternal Life in Christ 
 The believer now has the eternal life of the Son of God and will live forever. Eternal 

life is the life of Christ which the believer possesses and which should be expressed 
now and forever. 1 John 5:10-12 

7. Given the Gift of Holy Spirit 
 The Holy Spirit is the gift of God by whom the believer is 

– Baptized into the body of Christ. 1 Corinthians 12:13 
– Identified with Christ’s death, burial and resurrection. Romans 6:3-5 
– Indwelt permanently. 1 Corinthians 3:16 
– Sealed as a promise of his redemption. Ephesians 1:13-14 
– Gifted for service and edification in the Church. 1 Corinthians 12:7-11 
– Empowered to witness for Christ, work for God and walk in holiness. Acts 1:8 
– Filled for praise, service, worship and giving thanks. Ephesians 5:18-20 

 The gift of the Holy Spirit assures believers of the benefits of salvation and enables 
them to experience those benefits fully. 

8. Transferred to God’s Kingdom 
 Believers are now members of God’s Kingdom instead of Satan’s and are citizens of 

heaven and foreigners in the world. Philippians 3:20 
 Believers have a new King and are part of God’s kingdom on earth. 
9. Adopted as a Child of God 
 Instead of having Satan as a father, the believer has God as his Father, with all of the 

privileges granted to a child including access. Galatians 4:1-7 
10. Declared to be a Co-heir with Christ 
 Believers are destined to share with Christ in all the promises of blessing to the Son 

by the Father. Romans 8:17 
11. Made a Friend of God 
 Instead of being an enemy of God, the believer is now a friend of God with all that 

relationship implies. John 15:14-15 
12. Blessed with Every Spiritual Blessing 
 In Christ every believer has been given everything necessary to live a godly life that 

is pleasing to God. Ephesians 1:3 
13. Placed “In Christ” and Indwelt by Him 

– Believers are indwelt by Christ so that the believer’s life is the Life of Christ. 
Galatians 2:20 

– Believers are members of Christ’s Body, the Church. 1 Corinthians 12:12-14, 27 
14. Eternal Security 
 The salvation of believers is secure because of who God is. Just as a person cannot 

save himself, he cannot “unsave” himself. A believer is kept for redemption by the 
very power of God. John 10:25-30, Romans 8:31-39, 1 Peter 1:3-5, Ephesians 4:30 
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 Scripture clearly teaches eternal security. 
15. Assurance of Salvation 
 The believer is secure in Christ whether or not he knows it, believes it or feels it! 

However, by faith the believer can feel assured because of the truth of the Word by 
the internal witness of the Spirit. Romans 8:16 

16. Destined to be Glorified and Conformed to Christ 
 God’s ultimate goal is for believers to be like Christ. 2 Corinthians 3:18 
 

 As a believer what should be your response to the benefits of your salvation? 
 With the benefits and blessings so good and the consequences of rejecting Christ so bad, why 

would anyone not want to be saved? 
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“The Study of Angels – Angelology” 
Bible Doctrine Survey–Sonrise Seminary 

 
 “Don’t forget to show hospitality to strangers, for some who have done this have entertained 
angels without realizing it!”                 – Hebrews 13:2 (NLT) 

 
Introduction 
 Whatever one thinks about angels and demons, the witness of Scripture as to the reality 

of their existence is overwhelming. What we believe about the subject must be 
determined by what the Bible teaches, not what people think or say. 

   

A. The Origin of Angels 
 Angels are eternal created beings brought into existence by Christ’s command. 

Colossians 1:16 
 Angels were created at some point in time prior to creation of the earth and had fallen by 

Genesis 3. Their sin was prior to that of man–the first fall was the fall of angels. The 
number of angels is innumerable. Job 38:4-7, Revelation 5:11 

   

B. The Nature of Angels 
• The word “angel” means basically “messenger.” 
• Angels are created spirit beings different from men. Hebrews 1:14, Hebrews 2:5-7 
• Angels were created to worship and serve God in a condition of untested holiness but 

with a will and the ability to choose. Jude 6-9 
• Angels have great power. Revelation 7:1, 2 Peter 2:10-11, Psalm 103:20 
• Angels as created beings are limited. Matthew 24:36, 1 Peter 1:10-12 
• Angels do not marry or reproduce and are of the masculine gender. Matthew 22:30 
• Angels do not die. Luke 20:36 
• Angels are sometimes called “sons of God” in Scripture. Job 1:6 
• Angels often assume the form of a man although they do not have a regular body or 

flesh and blood. Hebrews 13:2, Ephesians 6:12 
• Angels were of a higher created order than man but glorified man will ultimately judge 

evil angels. 1 Corinthians 6:3, Hebrews 2:5-9 
• Angels exhibit all of the traits of personality. 
 – Mind. 1 Peter 1:12 
 – Will. 2 Timothy 2:26 
 – Emotions. James 2:19 
• All angels, good and evil, are subject to God. 
 – Good. Luke 1:26 
 – Evil. Revelation 9:1-5 
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C. The Classification of Angels 
 There is order, class, rank and functional organization within the company of angels–

although it is difficult to completely understand how all of this works. Christ created all 
things on earth and in heaven including “thrones, powers, rulers and authorities.” Psalm 
89:5-7, Colossians 1:16 

 In Ephesians both good (elect) angels and evil (fallen) angels seem to have organizational 
structure and rank. 

 • Good. Ephesians 3:10 (“rulers and authorities in heavenly realms”) 
 • Evil. Ephesians 6:12 (“rulers”, “authorities”, powers of this dark world; “spiritual   

  forces of evil in the heavenly realms”) 
 Further, Satan is said to be the “ruler of the Kingdom of the air” which promotes 

disobedience. Ephesians 2:2 
1. Rank, Order and Kinds of Angels 
 While all the distinctives are not clear, the following list illustrates the highly 

complex organization of angels. 
• The Archangel Michael–he is the only one so designated in scripture and seems to 

be Israel’s guardian angel. Daniel 12:1, Jude 9, 1 Thessalonians 4:16 
• Chief princes–high ranking angels apparently involved in spiritual warfare and the 

political power of nations. Daniel 10:13 
• Cherubim–a special order of angels having to do with guarding the tabernacle, the 

ark of the covenant, and the throne of God. Satan was of this order before his fall. 
Genesis 3:22-24, Exodus 37:1-9; 10:15-20; 28:14-16, Revelation 4:6-9 

• Seraphim–a special order of angels having to do with worship and holiness around 
God’s Throne. Isaiah 6:1-6 

• Governing angels–whether good or evil 
 Scripture seems to talk of angels who are involved in the affairs of nations 

working through political leaders or who are part of ruling classes of angels in 
heavenly realms. These angels are described by a number of different terms: 
 – Rulers or principalities. Ephesians 3:10, Colossians 1:16 
 – Authorities. Ephesians 3:10, Colossians 1:16 
 – Powers. Romans 8:38-39, 1 Peter 3:22 
 – Spiritual forces. Ephesians 6:12 
 – Thrones. Colossians 1:16 
 – Dominion. Ephesians 1:21 

 Ephesians 6:10-13 pictures spiritual warfare between believers and satanic forces 
and Revelation 12:7-12 portrays war between good and evil angels. 

2. Special Angels 
There are a number of special angels seen in Scripture: 
• Gabriel 
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 Gabriel is the only other angel in Scripture whose name is given. He is God’s 
special messenger angel who delivered God’s message to 
 – Daniel. Daniel 8:16; 9:21 
 – Zechariah. Luke 1:19 
 – Mary. Luke 1:26 

• Angels with designated tasks 
 Some angels have been assigned special tasks by God. 

 – Angels who guard the tree of life. Genesis 3:24 
 – Angel of the abyss. Revelation 9:11 
 – Angel in charge of the waters. Revelation 16:5 
 – Angel who binds Satan. Revelation 20:1-2 

3. The Two Classes of Angels 
 There seem to be two broad classes of angels in Scripture – the elect and the fallen 

(much like men: the saved and the unsaved). 
 Apparently, all angels were created in a state of “untested holiness” (Jude 6) and at 

the time of Satan’s revolt against God prior to Genesis 3 were given a one-time 
choice to worship God or Satan. That choice sealed their eternal destiny. 
• Elect–elect angels are holy angels who chose to worship and serve God forever.  

1 Timothy 5:21, Luke 9:26 
• Fallen–fallen angels are evil angels who chose to follow Satan in his rebellion 

against God. These fallen angels are known as demons. Matthew 12:24 
 Apparently one third of the angels are fallen and two thirds elect. Revelation 12:3-4 
 Once this choice was made it seems to be fixed since Christ did not die to save 

angels. Hebrews 2:16-17 
 Satan and his demonic host are all classified as fallen (evil) angels. 
 Elect angels will be hereafter referred to as angels while fallen angels will be referred 

to as demons with Satan as their head. Matthew 25:41 
 

D. The Ministry of Angels 
1. Generally 
 Angels were created to be servants who act as messengers and who minister to God 

and to His people.  
2. Ministry for God 

• Worship. Hebrews 1:6 
• Service. Revelation 22:9 
• Praise. Psalm 148:2 
• Carry out God’s commands. Psalm 103:20-22 
• Deliver messages. Luke 1:11-13 
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• Execute God’s judgments. Acts 12:22-23 
• Communicate revelation. Daniel 9:20-27 
• Intervene in men’s lives. Genesis 19:15 

3. Ministry to Christ 
• Announced His birth. Luke 1:26-33 
• Praised Him. Luke 2:8-15 
• Attended Him after His temptation. Matthew 4:11 
• Strengthened Him in the Garden of Gethsemane. Luke 22:43 
• Guarding and protecting Him. Psalm 91:11-12 
• Rolled away the stone from His tomb. Matthew 28:2 
• Proclaimed His resurrection. Matthew 28:5-7 
• Witnessed His ascension. Acts 1:10-11 

4. Ministry in the Second Coming 
• Will signal the rapture. 1 Thessalonians 4:16 
• Will return with Christ at His Second coming. Matthew 25:31 
• Will separate believers from unbelievers. Matthew 13:37-41 

5. Ministry to the Church in Acts 
• Freed Peter from prison. Acts 5:19 
• Provided direction. Acts 8:26 
• Gave instructions. Acts 10:22 
• Confirmed God’s will. Acts 27:23 

6. Ministry to the Nations 
• Michael guards Israel. Daniel 12:1 
• Angels influence world leaders. Daniel 10:20-21 

7. Ministry to Believers 
• Strengthening them. 1 Kings 19:5-8 
• Protecting them. 2 Kings 6:11-18; Psalm 34:7; Matthew 18:10 
• Helping and ministering to them. Hebrews 1:14 
• Delivering answers to prayers. Acts 12:5-11 
• Rejoicing over their salvation. Luke 15:10 
• Watching the work of men. 1 Corinthians 4:9 
• Escorting dead believers to heaven. Luke 16:22 

 

E. Fallen Angels 
 As indicated earlier apparently one third of all angels are fallen, evil angels who are 

called demons. Satan is the leader of the demons. Matthew 12:24 
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1. The Fall Described 
Isaiah 14:12-15, Revelation 12:4 

 Sometime prior to Genesis 3, Satan led a rebellion in heaven against God in an 
attempt to challenge the power and authority of God and to replace Him. 

 Isaiah 14 describes the 5 “I wills” of Satan which depict the pride which led to his 
revolt and being cast out of heaven. 

 1 Timothy 3:6 states that pride was at the root of Satan’s sin. Satan, wanted to be his 
own God! Satan said, “I will take God’s throne from Him.” 

 God judged Satan and those evil angels who followed him by casting them out of 
heaven and consigning them ultimately to the lake of fire. Matthew 25:41 

 Permanently from that point on Satan and all his demons were evil and their fate 
sealed. Although Christ judged and destroyed the works of Satan on the cross, the 
execution of God’s judgment against Satan has been postponed until the future. In the 
meantime Satan is free under God’s sovereign hand to continue to carry out his evil 
schemes which really are working for God’s ultimate purposes. 

 Note that those angels who chose to remain with God became forever holy and elect. 
2. Satan 
 The head of all the demonic hosts is Satan. Scripture teaches the reality of his 

existence as a fallen evil angel. 
• Satan’s Reality 
 – In the Old Testament. 
  Every section of the Old Testament teaches the existence of Satan. 

 – Law. Genesis 
 – History. 1 Chronicles 
 – Poetry. Job 
 – Major Prophets. Isaiah, Ezekiel 
 – Minor Prophets. Zechariah 
– In the New Testament 
 Every New Testament writer attests to the reality of Satan. On 25 separate 

occasions in the Gospels, Jesus spoke about Satan. 
• Satan’s Names 

– Satan (accuser or adversary) Matthew 4:10 
– The Devil (slanderer) Hebrews 2:14 
– Lucifer (morning star, son of the dawn, shining one) Isaiah 14:12 
– Beelzebub (Lord of the Flies) Matthew 12:24 
– Belial (wickedness) 2 Corinthians 6:15 

• Satan’s Titles 
– Prince of demons. Matthew 12:24 



Bible Doctrine Study–Lesson Ten: “The Study of Angels – Angelology” 
 

6 

– God of this age. 2 Corinthians 4:4 
– Ruler of the Kingdom of the air. Ephesians 2:2 
– Prince (ruler of this world). John 12:31 
– The evil one. 1 John 5:19 
– Dragon/serpent. Revelation 12:7, 9 
– The tempter. 1 Thessalonians 3:5 
– Accuser of the brethren. Revelation 12:10 
– The enemy. Matthew 13:39 
– A roaring lion. 1 Peter 5:8 
– Angel of light. 2 Corinthians 11:14 

• Satan’s Nature 
– Satan was originally created as an angel of the highest order according to 

Scripture. Ezekiel 28:12-17, describes Satan before his fall as follows: 
– “model of perfection” 
– “full of wisdom” 
– “perfect in beauty” 
– “anointed as a guardian cherub” 
– “blameless in your ways” 
Satan had it all until “wickedness (sin)” was found in him. 

 God created angels with a will to choose to worship Him or not. By choosing to 
rebel against God, Satan activated the potential for evil within himself. 

• Satan’s Personality 
 Again, Satan is not an impersonal force but a created angelic being with 

personality 
– Mind. 2 Corinthians 11:3 “cunning” and Ephesians 6:11 “schemes” 
– Will. Isaiah 14:12-15 “I Will” 
– Emotions. Revelation 12:17 “enraged” 

 And both Old Testament and New Testament refer to Satan as a person Job 1:12 
(“your hands”); Luke 4:6 (“me, I”). 

• Satan’s Character 
– A murderer. John 8:44 
– A liar. John 8:44 
– A deceiver. Revelation 20:7-8 
– Our adversary. 1 Peter 5:8 
– The father of unbelievers. John 8:44 

• Satan’s Realm 
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 Satan operates in heavenly realms and on earth to perpetuate the “cosmos” – that 
counterfeit world system run by Satan which is opposed to the things of God and 
promotes living independently of God. 1 John 2:13-17, 1 John 5:19 

 But Satan still operates under the sovereignty of God and only with His 
permission for Satan is already a defeated foe. Job 1:12, John 12:31, John 16:11 

• Satan’s Strategy 
With regard to God: 

– Challenges truth of God’s Word. Genesis 3:3 
– Calls God a liar. Genesis 3:4 
– Questions God’s goodness. Genesis 3:5 
– Encourages rebellion against God. Genesis 3:6 
– Leads people to live independently of God. Genesis 3:6 
– Seeks to discredit God. Job 1:8-11 
– Incites God’s leaders to sin (David). 1 Chronicles 21:1-2 
– Empowers evil rulers. Isaiah 14:3-6 
– Blasphemes God. Revelation 13:5-6 
– Promotes false doctrine. 1 Timothy 4:1 
– Actively encourages sin. 2 Thessalonians 2:9-10 
– Opposes God’s work in the world. Matthew 16:21-23 
– Persecutes God’s people. Revelation 12:17 
– Sets up a counterfeit kingdom in the tribulation opposed to God, a one world 

government, economy and religion. Revelation 13:1-18 
– Establishes an unholy trinity in the tribulation - Satan, Antichrist, the False 

prophet. Revelation 13:1-18 
– Requires people to worship him. Revelation 13:1-18 
– Deceives the nations and leads them in revolt against God and his people. 

Revelation 20:7-10 
With regard to Christ: 

– Incited Herod to kill Christ at birth. Matthew 2:13-16, Revelation 12:1-5 
– Tempted Christ in the wilderness. Luke 4:1-13 
 • To meet His own needs. 
 • To bring glory to Himself. 
 • To receive what was rightly His but in Satan’s way. 
 • To worship Satan. 
– Engineered Israel’s rejection of Christ. Matthew 12:22-32 
– Confused Jesus’ disciples. Matthew 16:21-23 
– Tempted Christ in the Garden to avoid the cross and not do God’s will. 

Luke 22:39-46 
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With regard to unbelievers: 
– Is their father. John 8:44 
– Blinds their minds to truth. 2 Corinthians 4:3-4 
– Influences them to lie. Acts 5:3 
– Snatches the Gospel away. Mark 4:13-15 
– Leads them in sin and disobedience. Ephesians 2:1-3 
– Is their ruler. Acts 26:17-18 
– Holds them captive to his will. 2 Timothy 2:25-26 
– Enslaves them to sin. John 8:34 

With regard to believers: 
– Masquerades as angel of light. 2 Corinthians 11:14 
– Is their enemy (adversary). 1 Peter 5:8 
– Hinders their prayers. Daniel 10:12-13 

 – Plants false Christians in the Church. Matthew 13:36-43 
– Encourages immorality. 1 Corinthians 7:1-7 
– Accuses of sin. Revelation 12:10 
– Thwarts ministry. 1 Thessalonians 2:18 

 – Promotes spiritual warfare against believers. Ephesians 6:10-18 
– Tries to snare them in pride. 1 Timothy 3:7 
– Tests their faith. Luke 22:31-32 
– Tempts them to unforgiveness. 2 Corinthians 2:9-11 
– Sometimes afflicts with disease and infirmities. Luke 13:16 
– Seeks to destroy their testimony and usefulness to God. 1 Peter 5:8 
– Tempts them to sin. James 1:13-15 

• How God uses Satan 
 Even though Satan appears to be in control of this world, God uses Satan to 

accomplish His purposes 
– To confirm the sinfulness of man. Revelation 9:20-21 
– To carry out God’s judgment against sin. Revelation 9:1-11 
– To test the faith of believers. Job 1:8-12 
– To keep believers humble. 2 Corinthians 12:7-10 

• How Believers Resist Satan 
 While Satan is not God and therefore is not omnipotent, omniscient and 

omnipresent, he is a very powerful, formidable enemy. Satan can easily defeat the 
believer who stands against him in his own strength. 

 But the promise of Scripture is that the believer can withstand and defeat Satan by 
following the principles of Scripture and the example of Christ. 
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 The believer should 
– Never underestimate Satan. Jude 8-10 
– Submit to God. James 4:7 
– Resist Satan. James 4:7 
– Stand firm in faith against Satan’s schemes and temptations. Ephesians 6:13-16 
– Rely on the power of the Holy Spirit. Ephesians 6:18 
– Rest in the prayers of Jesus. John 17:15 
– Rebuke Satan in the name of Christ. Matthew 16:23 
– Apply the truth of God’s Word to Satan’s strategies. Matthew 4:4 

3. Demons 
• Their Reality 
 The reality of demons rests in the truth of Scripture. It is helpful to realize that 

demons are simply fallen angels who follow and serve Satan. 
The witness of Scripture as to demons is consistent 
– In the Old Testament. Deuteronomy 32:17 
– In the New Testament. 1 Corinthians 10:20-21 
– By Christ in the Gospels. Mark 5:1-16 
– In the end times. Revelation 9:20 

• Their Nature and Work 
 Demons are evil, unclean spirits who carry out the commands of Satan their ruler. 

They are fallen angels of a lower rank than Satan. Matthew 12:24 
Demons are involved in the same kind of activities as Satan: 

– Influencing world leaders.  
– Opposing God’s work on earth.  
– Promoting sin among unbelievers.  
– Tempting believers to sin.  
– Encouraging idolatry.  
– Teaching false doctrine.  
– Falsely posing as Christians.  

Demons are powerful. Acts 19:13-16 
Demons are intelligent. Luke 8:26-32 
Demons are emotional. James 2:19 
Demons have names. Luke 8:30-31 
Demons are subject to God. Luke 9:42-43 

• State of Demons 
Some demons are: 
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– Free and active Ephesians 6:11-12 and engaged in spiritual warfare 1 Timothy 
4:1 

– while other demons are confined 
1) Permanently in the Abyss (2 Peter 2:4, Jude 6, 1 Peter 3:18-20) because 

of some gross sin (perhaps in Genesis 6:1-6) these demons were locked 
up by God. 

2) Temporarily in the Abyss (Revelation 9:1-15) to be loosed as instruments 
of judgment against sin in the Tribulation. 

• Demon Possession 
 It is clear from Scripture that demons can possess both men and animals. Luke 

8:26-38 
 By ‘possession’ is meant the direction, control and influence of a person by a 

demon residing in him. That demons can possess unbelievers seems quite clear. 
Such possession produces a number of symptoms. 
Mark 5:1-20 illustrates some of the characteristics of a person who is demon 

possessed 
– Indwelling by an evil spirit 
– Superhuman strength 
– Change of personality 
– Mental derangement 
– Superhuman perception 
– Uncontrollable emotions 
– Opposition to the things of God 

 Demons can also cause physical disease and mental illness. Matthew 9:32, Luke 
8:34-36 

 And while a demon can possess (indwell) an unbeliever a believer is indwelt by 
the Holy Spirit he can only be influenced or dominated by a demon but not 
possessed. 1 Corinthians 6:19, Matthew 16:21-23, 1 Chronicles 21:1-2 

• Dealing with demon-possession 
 The same scriptural principles and cautions that apply to resisting Satan apply to 

dealing with demons. Demons should not be taken lightly. Only the power of God can 
deal with Satan and demons.   

   

F. Destiny of Angels 
1. Destiny of Demons 
 Judgment has already been rendered by God against these fallen angels. They will 

end up in the lake of fire with Satan and all unbelievers. Revelation 20:10-13 
2. Destiny of Angels 
 God’s elect angels will live, serve and worship Him forever. Revelation 5:11-14 
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“The Study of the Church – Ecclesiology” 
Bible Doctrine Survey–Sonrise Seminary 

 
“…I will build my church, and all the powers of hell will not conquer it” – Matthew 16:18 (NLT) 
 

A. The Nature of the Church 
1. Definition 
 The Greek word (ecclesia) used in the New Testament means basically an “assembly of 

called-out people” (Matthew 16:15-19). The Church is both “called out” from the world 
and “called to” serve God’s purpose in the world. It is used both in a universal and a local 
sense. 

 The word “ecclesia”, however, does not indicate the nature of the called out group; it can 
be used in a technical sense of the New Testament church, or it can be used in a 
nontechnical sense of any kind of group. For example, in Acts 7:38 it refers to the 
congregation of the people of Israel. In Acts 19:32 it refers to the mob at Ephesus that 
was angry at Paul. Most often, however, the word is used in a technical sense to designate 
the New Testament church, a group of called-out believers in Jesus Christ. 

2. The Local Church 
 The most common use of the word church in the New Testament is to designate a group 

of believers that is identified as a local assembly or congregation. Thus there were 
churches in Jerusalem (Acts 8:1), in Asia Minor (Acts 16:5), in Rome (Romans 16:5), in 
Corinth (1 Corinthians 1:2), in Galatia (Galatians 1:2), in Thessalonica (1 
Thessalonians 1:1), and in the home of Philemon (Philemon 2). 

 These early believers did not have special buildings in which to meet; instead, they met in 
homes (Romans 16:5). The early believers came together for worship, fellowship, 
instruction (Acts 2:42-47), and for ministry such as sending out missionaries (Acts 13:2). 
The result was that people were continually being saved (Acts 2:47). 

 In a local sense the word “church” also applies to an assembly or group of professed 
believers located in a particular place. The church, of course, is not a building or a place 
but the people who meet in that place, which could be in a house or under a tree.  

3. The Universal church 
 While the local church views the church as a group of believers gathered together in a 

particular locality, the universal church views “all those who, in this age, have been born 
of the Spirit of God and have by that same Spirit been baptized into the Body of Christ”. 
(1 Corinthians 12:13) It was this corporate group of believers that Christ promised to 
build (Matthew 16:18); it was this Body for whom Christ died (Ephesians 5:25), and He 
is the head over it, giving it direction (Ephesians 1:22–23). A particular emphasis of the 
universal church is its unity, whether Jews or Gentiles, all together compose one body, in 
a unity produced by the Holy Spirit (Galatians 3:28). 

 The universal church is sometimes referred to as the invisible church and the local church 
as the visible church.  
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B. The Origin of the Church 
1. A Mystery Revealed in the New Testament 
 The Church is uniquely a New Testament concept and was created by God through the 

atoning death of Christ by which both Jews and Gentiles were reconciled into one–the 
Body of Christ the Church. (Ephesians 2:13-19) 

 The mystery (previously unrevealed truth) of the Church was not known in the Old 
Testament because it is essentially–“Christ in you the hope of glory.” Ephesians 3:3-12 

2. The Foundation of the Church 
 • Jesus Christ is the chief cornerstone and head of the Church, for in Him the Church 

exists and grows. Ephesians 2:19-22 
 • The Apostles humanly speaking, founded the Church. Matthew 16:13-18 
 • The Word of God in which is revealed the nature and ministry of the Church and 

which comprises the content of the Church’s teaching. Colossians 1:24-27 
3. The Beginnings at Pentecost 
 The Church had its beginning on the day of Pentecost when God baptized the 120 with 

His Holy Spirit and they began to proclaim the Gospel. Acts 1-2 
 The Church Age began at Pentecost and will continue until the Church is raptured prior 

to the Great Tribulation period. 
 

C. The Formation Of The Church 
 1. The Beginning of the Church 

 When did the church begin? Although some would suggest the church existed in the Old 
Testament, an examination of the New Testament indicates the church is a peculiar New 
Testament entity that had not previously existed. In Matthew 16:18 Jesus declared, “I 
will build my church,” indicating the building of the church was future. This point is 
important. It emphasizes that the church was not yet in existence when Jesus spoke these 
words. He was making a prediction concerning His future building of the church. 

 2. The Building of the Church 
 1 Corinthians 12:13 identifies the manner in which the church is being built–it is the 

work of the Holy Spirit in baptizing believers into the one Body of Christ. At the moment 
of salvation, the Holy Spirit places believers into union with Christ. Ephesians 1:22-23 
identifies the church as the Body of Christ, stressing this union with Christ that all 
believers are brought into at the moment of conversion. 

 

D. The Figures Of The Church 
 A number of figures are used in Scripture to describe or illustrate the church as one living 

organism. 
 1. Body 

 A metaphor illustrating the unity and universality of the church is the word body. As the 
head has authority over the physical body and gives direction to it, so Christ is the head 
of the church, having authority over it and giving it direction (Colossians 1:18). The 
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illustration of the body also emphasizes the unity of all believers in the church age 
because the church reconciles Jews and Gentiles into one body. There is no distinction; 
they are one in Christ (1 Corinthians 12:13). Christ nourishes the church by giving 
gifted leaders to the church that it might grow to maturity and be built up as one body in 
Christ (Ephesians 4:12). The participation in the elements of the Lord’s Supper 
illustrates the oneness of the church as Christ’s Body (1 Corinthians 10:16-7). 

2. Bride. 
 The picture of the church as the bride of Christ is seen in Ephesians 5:23 where an 

analogy is drawn that compares the husband and wife relationship in marriage to Christ 
and His bride the church. The illustration is appropriate because it reveals the scale of 
Christ’s love for the church. A second emphasis of the illustration is the exalted position 
of the bride. As in the Oriental wedding custom, at the engagement (betrothal) the bride 
receives the promise of future blessing with her husband. Similarly, the church today is 
an bride, awaiting her husband’s return from glory. The second stage of the Oriental 
marriage was the wedding itself, when the husband came to take the bride to be with him. 
The analogy concludes as the church awaits the return of Christ, when she will be 
wedded to her husband (1 Thessalonians 4:16-17). In Oriental weddings, the wedding 
feast followed; similarly the church, as Christ’s bride, awaits the husband’s return 
(Revelation 19:7–9) and the glory of the kingdom to follow. 

3. Building. 
 Paul has emphasized that Jews and Gentiles alike are one in Christ because God 

destroyed the wall that separated Jew and Gentile (Ephesians 2:11-18). Now Paul 
describes the oneness of the church under the figure of a building. 

 The church, a union of Jews and Gentiles, is built upon the “foundation of the apostles 
and prophets” (Ephesians 2:20). “The apostles” are collectively one of the foundational 
gifts, designed to equip the believers (Ephesians 4:12) and bring the church to maturity 
(Ephesians 4:13). 

4. Priesthood. 
 In 1 Peter 2:5 Peter combined the figures of a building and a priesthood, stating, “You 

also, as living stones, are being built up as a spiritual house for a holy priesthood.” The 
statement is reminiscent of Exodus 19:5-6 where God declared that Israel was “a 
kingdom of priests.” In the nation Israel, however, only those of the tribe of Levi could 
serve as priests, whereas in the church, every believer is a priest. Peter indicates all 
believers are priests for the purpose of offering spiritual sacrifices instead animal 
sacrifices. 

5. Flock. 
 A beautiful image depicting the relationship of believers to the Lord is found in John 

10:16 where the church is called a flock. Israel had a relationship to the Lord as sheep to 
a shepherd (Psalm 23) and was called a flock (Psalm 80:1). The uniqueness about the 
church being a flock and Christ the Shepherd is that this flock is composed of both Jews 
and Gentiles. Jesus declared, “I have other sheep [Gentiles], which are not of this fold 
[Jews]; I must bring them also, and they shall hear My voice; and they shall become one 
flock [the church composed of Jews and Gentiles] with one Shepherd” (John 10:16). 
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6. Branches. 
 In John 15 Jesus describes the close relationship believers enjoy with him as being one of 

branches related to a vine. Jesus is the true vine (John 15:1), while the Father is the 
farmer who tills the land in order that the branches may bear fruit (John 15:1). Believers 
are the branches that draw their life from the vine because they are “in Him.” The 
branches receive their life-giving nourishment in their attachment to the vine; as they 
remain in the vine, they are able to grow and bear fruit. 

 

E. The Distinctives Of The Church 
 1. In Relation to Israel. 

 The church is a separate entity from Israel and remains distinct from Israel. The evidence 
for this is as follows. Israel always means the physical descendants of Jacob. A simple 
concordance study of the usage of the term Israel will demonstrate this. In all sixty-six 
occurrences in the New Testament the term refers to Jews. The term new Israel as an 
identification for the church is not accurate; Israel always means Jewish people. 

 After the church was established, Israel continued to be recognized as a people distinct 
from Gentiles and from the church. Acts 3:12; 4:8, 10; 5:21, 31, 35; 21:19 

2. In Relation To The Kingdom. 
 Some Christians believe that the church is synonymous with the kingdom and that the 

church inaugurates the kingdom. This is a misunderstanding of the word kingdom. The 
basic meaning of kingdom involves three things: a ruler, a people who are ruled, and a 
territory over which they are ruled. 

 There are several distinctions between the church and the kingdom. The terms church and 
kingdom are never used interchangeably in Scripture. Of the 114 occurrences of the word 
church, it is never equated with the kingdom. Jesus came to offer the kingdom to the 
Jewish nation, hence, the proclamation, “the kingdom of heaven is at hand” (Matthew 
4:17). When the kingdom was rejected by the Jews it was delayed until his Second 
Advent. Jesus announced he would build his church after the offer of the kingdom was 
rejected. Matthew 16:18 

 In a symbolic way the Kingdom of God is wherever God is King–in heart and soul. 
F. The Functions Of The Local Church 
 What constitutes a local church? When is it actually a church? Several important features 

identify a biblical, New Testament local church. 
1. Worship. 
 True worship must be of a spiritual nature or realm, and it must be in accordance with 

truth as God has revealed it (John 4:24). It involves the presentation of the believer’s 
entire being to God (Romans 12:1-2). 

 Old Testament believers met on the Sabbath for worship, but the book of Acts traces the 
transition where Christians began to worship on Sunday–the first day of the week (in 
commemoration of Christ’s resurrection–John 20:1, 19, 26). They observed the 
ordinance of the Lord’s Supper on the first day of the week (Acts 20:7) and took up 



Bible Doctrine Study–Lesson Eleven: “The Study of the Church – Ecclesiology” 
 

5 

offerings on the first day of the week (1 Corinthians 16:2). Singing was also a part of 
corporate worship in the early church. 1 Corinthians 14:26; Ephesians 5:19 

2. Instruction. 
 Instruction was a vital element in the life of the early church. God gave the Scriptures for 

the purpose of teaching people and bringing them to maturity (2 Timothy 3:16-17). 
Teaching is the antidote to false doctrine (1 Timothy 1:3); it produces love among 
believers (1 Timothy 1:5); it provides spiritual nourishment (1 Timothy 4:6); godliness 
(1 Timothy 4:6-16); submission (1 Timothy 5:17; 6:2); and a proper focus on life (1 
Timothy 6:17). Paul instructed Timothy to teach others in order to reproduce himself (2 
Timothy 2:2). 

 At the very outset, the church devoted itself to the apostles’ teaching (Acts 2:42) and then 
proceeded to fill the city with Christian doctrine (Acts 5:28). Paul commended the church 
at Rome for adhering to the teachings it had received. During his missionary journeys 
Paul taught the churches (Acts 18:11), which teaching was done both publicly and in the 
homes (Acts 20:20). The importance of teaching as a major function of the church can 
hardly be overstated. 

3. Fellowship. 
 The word fellowship (koinonia) means “sharing” and emphasizes the unity and oneness 

of the church. Fellowship takes place in a variety of ways. The early church met together 
for the fellowship of breaking bread and prayer (Acts 2:42). The breaking of bread 
consisted of eating a fellowship meal, called the love feast, which was followed by the 
Lord’s Supper. The early church placed great emphasis on the fellowship of prayer 
(Philippians 1:3-4). Fellowship may also involve material means in helping spread the 
gospel (Romans 15:26) or sharing rejection through identification with Christ 
(Philippians 3:10). 

4. Ministry. 
 The local church is also involved in ministry. This involves evangelism toward 

unbelievers in the world (Acts 8:4; 11:19, 20; 16:31; 17:12) and a variety of ministries 
toward believers in the church fellowship. It involves the exercise of spiritual gifts in 
ministering to one another (Romans 12:3-8) and serving others (Romans 12:7), giving 
to the needs of others (Romans 12:8), showing mercy (Romans 12:8), and helping 
others (1 Corinthians 12:28). Ministry also involves the exercise of church discipline. It 
is necessary to exercise church discipline because of immorality (1 Corinthians 5:1-13) 
and false doctrine (2 Thessalonians 3:14; 2 John 10). Ministry must also involve the 
care for the needy in the church, particularly widows (James 1:27). 1 Timothy 5:1-8 
provides details on the importance of the care for widows. 

5. Organization. 
 Once a church was formed, elders and deacons were appointed to oversee the ministry of 

the church. Acts 14:23; Titus 1:5 
6. Ordinances. 
 The church practiced the ordinances of baptism and the Lord’s Supper. Acts 2:41; 1 

Corinthians 11:23-24 
 


