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“In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.” — Genesis 1:1 (NLT)
I. Date: c. 4,000+ - 2,165 BC

II. The Main Action:
* Creation
* Fall
* Flood
» Tower of Babel

ITI. The Main Actors:
* God & Satan
* Adam & Eve
* Cain & Abel
* Noah
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V. The Main Accounts:
A. The Creation of all Things (Gen. 1-2)

1. God Created the Realms

“In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.” (Gen. 1:1). The word
heaven is plural in the Hebrew. There are three heavens mentioned in the Bible. God
created all three:

1) First Heaven—home of the birds and clouds. (Dan. 4:12).

2) Second Heaven—home of the sun, moon, and stars. (Ps. 19:1).

3) Third Heaven—home of the angels and departed saints. (2 Cor. 12:2).
Day 1) Light

The Holy Spirit moved (vibrated) upon the earth. From this omnipotent, vibrating
energy source began to flow our energy waves—waves of heat and sound magnetism.
Thus, the created universe was energized. The earth rotating on its axis also began at
this time. Both energy and matter were now present in the space, mass, time
framework. The three basic types of force fields were now in effect.

1) Gravitational-the force between two objects.

2) Electro—magnetic-the force between the electron and the nucleus of an atom

3) Nuclear—the force between the proton and neutron within the atom.
The Holy Spirit is pictured in the second verse in the Bible!
Day 2) Sky & Oceans

This water was in three forms:

1) Regular land-based water in shallow ocean, river, and lake beds.

2) Atmospheric water-in the form of invisible translucent vapor.

3) Water in “the deep.”
Day 3) Dry Land

Lush green vegetation and exotic flowers now graced the newly emerged dry
ground.

These verses alone refute evolution which says life began eons ago from a glob of
scum floating on some remote ocean surface. But to the contrary, Moses tells us life
was supernaturally created on the third day of Creation and began on dry ground.

2. God Created the Rulers

Day 4) Sun, Moon & Stars

On the first day God created physical light. He now creates special light sources.
These heavenly bodies were to function in a threefold manner:

1) As signs—they teach and remind men of God’s creative work (Ps. 8:3).

2) As seasons—they function as a calendar, dividing seasons, days, and years,
enabling men to accurately plan their work.

3) As lights—they replace the temporary light source of the early days.
Day 5) Birds & Fish

What a contrast is seen here, from the tiny hummingbird to the massive blue
whale.
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Day 6) Animals & People

Man immediately became the highlight of this day and of the entire creation
week.

Note the divine account of this act. “And God said, Let us make man in our
image, after our likeness...” (Gen. 1:26). This is the first strong evidence of the
Trinity in the Old Testament. (Gen. 11:7; Ps. 2:7; 45:7; 110:1; Isa. 48:16.)

1) He was made in the image of God and possessed the highest kind of life.

a. Plant life possesses unconscious life.
b. Animal life possesses conscious life.
c. Man alone possesses self-conscious life.

2) He was to subdue the earth and fill it (1:28).

3) He was encouraged to enjoy the Tree of Life and all of creation—except one.

4) He was forbidden to partake of the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil.

5) He was to name all the animals.

6) He was given a wife—a helper, like him.

3. God Rested
Day 7) Sabbath

This is the only place where God is described as resting. Sin soon enter the picture
and the entire Trinity will become involved in redemption.

Here we have in fifty-six simple but magnificent verses (Gen. 1 and 2)-the
concise but complete account of creation. The first of these verses (1:1) should be
looked upon as a summary statement. God here tells us just what he did. The
remaining fifty-five verses then become detailed statements informing us just how he
went about doing all he said he did.

The creation of angels is not mentioned in the original week. However, in the
book of Job (38:7) the Bible seems to place their creation at the same time as that of
the stars. If this is correct, the angels came into being on the fourth day. Others feel
this same chapter (38:4) indicated angels were present at the creation of the earth. If
this is true, then angels must have been created sometime during the very first day of
the Creation week.

B. The Corruption of all Things (Gen. 3-5)
When was the fall of Satan? Moses seems to place it between the second and third
chapters of Genesis. Helpful background material concerning the events transpiring
between these two chapters can be found in Isaiah 14 and Ezekiel 28.

1. The Subtlety of Satan

Satan spoke through the serpent. Eve was tempted to disobey God by the devil
who talked with her through the serpent’s body. Adam and Eve could apparently
communicate with the animal kingdom prior to the Fall in ways totally unknown to us
today.

Satan began by doubting God’s Word. “Has God really said...?” (3:1). Eve
foolishly attempted to match her wits with the devil. No child of God should even try
this. We are to resist him (1 Pet. 5:8, 9; Jas. 4:7), but never to debate him! “Submit
yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you” (Jas. 4:7). To
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make matters worse, Eve added to God’s Word during the debate (3:3). God did not
tell her not to touch the fruit.

Satan ended by denying God’s Word. Many centuries later the apostle John would
warn all believers to beware of three deadly temptations. These are 1) the lust of the
flesh, 2) the lust of the eyes, and 3) and the pride of life (1 John 2:15-17). In the
Garden, Satan now subjected Eve to all three.

1) “The woman saw the tree was good for food” (lust of the flesh).

2) “And that it was pleasant to the eyes” (lust of the eyes).

3) “And a tree to...make one wise” (pride of life).

2. The Sin of Adam

He became the first human sinner. Chronologically, Eve ate first, but
theologically, Adam is declared by the New Testament to be the original sinner. The
reason for this is that Adam was the head of the human race, and, therefore,
responsible for its actions.

“Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the world, and death by sin; and so
death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned” (Rom. 5:12).

He attempted to hide his nakedness before God. In a desperate effort to correct the
situation, they “sewed fig leaves together and made themselves aprons” (3:7).

We now have the first example of manmade religion in history. Religion is any
attempt to clothe ourselves apart from the righteousness of Christ. Adam and Eve
tried it with fig leaves. People today try it with education, church attendance, baptism,
tithing, confirmation, good works, etc... But all to no avail.

He attempted to hide himself from God. “Adam and his wife hid themselves from
the presence of the Lord...” (3:8).

This is the ultimate tragic result of sin. It not only separates man from God, but
makes him actually desire to hide from God.

3. The Redemption of God

Up to this point we have seen only those attributes of God directly involved in his
creative acts. These would include his power and wisdom. In this chapter, however,
after man’s sin, we are introduced to his redemptive attributes, those of his holiness
and his grace.

His holiness, as God deals with sin. God now pronounces a fivefold judgment
sentence.

1) Upon the man (3:17).

2) Upon the woman (3:16).

3) Upon all nature (3:18).

At this point, that immutable scientific principle called the Second Law of
Thermodynamics came into being. This law states that when energy is being
transformed from one state to another, some of it is turned into heat energy which
cannot be converted back into useful form. In other words, this universe may be
looked upon as a wound-up clock that is slowly running down.

4) Upon the serpent (3:14).

5) Upon the devil (3:15).

His grace, as God deals with sinners.
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1) In seeking out Adam (3:9).

2) In promising them a Savior (3:15).

3) In clothing them (3:21). Although we are not specifically told so, it would seem
probable that some innocent animal had to die so that Adam and his wife might be
clothed. Here we have the first example of the innocent dying for the guilty.

4) In removing them from the Garden of Eden (3:24). Man’s expulsion from Eden
by God was really an act of mercy rather than judgment. As we are told in 3:22, God
did this to prevent mankind from partaking of the tree of life and living forever in
immorality. At this point, the tree of life disappeared from the pages of the Bible. It
reappears once again during the eternal age. (Rev. 22:1, 2).

4. The Story of Cain And Abel

Eve gave birth to Cain. She exclaimed, “I have gotten a man from the Lord”
(4:1). Here she apparently felt this baby was the fulfillment of Genesis 3:15. She
would soon know differently. Abel was then born (4:2).

Cain brought a bloodless offering to God. He was rejected (4:5). He offered
“some” of his produce, while Abel offered his “first.” Abel offered a lamb sacrifice
and was accepted (4:4).

Cain killed his brother. Cain became the first murderer (4:8). He also became the
first human liar (see 4:9).

Cain is driven from the blessings of God. He married one of his sisters (4:17; 5:4)
and dwelt in the land of Nod.

5. The Ministry of Enoch

He walked with God. He is one of two men who was said to have walked with
God before the flood. (The other was Noah-see 6:9.) Note: It does not say he walked
with God, however, until his first son, Methuselah, was born. In the Hebrew
language, the name Methuselah literally means, “When he is dead it shall be sent.”

Maybe God had told him that when Methuselah died the world was going to be
destroyed by the terrible flood. This is probably why Methuselah lived longer than
any man in the history of the world (969 years)-he lived to the year of the flood!

He preached for God. Enoch was the first recorded preacher and he preached on
the coming judgment. In Jude 1:14-15 we actually have his recorded message: “And
Enoch also, the seventh from Adam, prophesied of these, saying, Behold, the Lord
cometh with ten thousands of his saints, To execute judgment upon all, and to
convince all that are ungodly among them of all their ungodly deeds which they have
ungodly committed, and of all their hard speeches which ungodly sinners have spoken
against him.”

He had faith in God. Enoch was a man of great faith (Heb. 11:5). “By faith Enoch
was translated that he should not see death; and was not found, because God had
translated him: for before his translation he had this testimony, that he pleased God.”

He was taken by God. Enoch was one of two human beings who got to heaven
without dying physically (Elijah being the other).
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C. The Condemnation of all Things (Gen. 6-9)

1. The Conditions Prior to the Flood

A great population explosion took place. Man had consistently broken every
single command given by God with the exception of the very first one. This one he
has consistently obeyed! “Be fruitful, and multiply, and fill the earth...” (Gen. 1:28).

There was an outpouring of satanic activity. Who were the “Sons of God?”

All humanity had become depraved. Wickedness, both in word and deed, was
both universal and unparalleled (6:5, 11).

The Lord chose to destroy the Earth. “It repented the Lord that he had made man
on earth, and it grieved him at his heart” (6:6). The Hebrew (nacharn) and Greek
(metanoia) words for repentance have both a literal and a theological meaning.

1) the literal meaning—to be eased, to be comforted (nacham)

2) the theological meaning—to change one’s mind (metanoia)

Combining both meanings, it may be said that God’s original creation had ceased
to reflect his glory to the extent that he was no longer comforted by it. He, therefore,
changed his previous course of action toward humanity and determined to destroy it
by a mighty universal flood.

The Flood would occur 120 years from this point.

2. The Salvation Through the Flood

Noah heared God’s call to construct an ark (a 450x75x45 foot floating barge).
Noah was to cover both the outside and inside of the ark with pitch. The Hebrew
word here translated pitch is kaphar. In almost every other instance in the Old
Testament kaphar is translated by the word atonement. (Ex. 30:10.) To atone is to
cover with blood.

Noah brought only his family and the animals. He gathered a male and female of
all earth’s animals (including seven pairs of clean animals and birds) and, along with
his wife, three sons, and their wives, at the command of God, boarded the ark.

The flood passes and the ark rests upon the mountains of Ararat. Noah is told by
God to “be fruitful and multiply upon the earth” (8:17; 9:1). Adam had once heard
similar words (1:28), but here after the flood the word subdue is left out. Eden’s sin
and the Flood had so radically changed man’s environment that he would find it quite
impossible to fully subdue anything.

God established a rainbow covenant with Noah.

3. The Tragedy Following the Flood
Noah became drunken from his own vineyard. He exposed himself within his tent.
Noah curses Canaan. He predicted the future physical and spiritual life style of his
three sons and their descendants. Noah died at the age of 950.
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D. The Confusion of all Things (Gen. 10-11)

1. The Origin of Nations
The ancient world is settled by the descendants of Noah’s three sons.

2. The Arrogance of Man
A rebel named Nimrod (grandson of Ham) instigates a religious building program
(consisting of both an astrological tower and a city) on the plains of Shinar near
Babylon (11:1-4).

3. The Judgment of God

God punished this evil attempt and separated mankind into small ethnic groups by
confusing their once universal language into many dialects (11:5-9).

“God Creates and Man Rebels”
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“Stage Two: The Patriarchal Stage”

Bible Survey—Sonrise Seminary

“For the Scriptures tell us, ‘Abraham believed God, and God counted him as righteous because
of his faith.”” — Romans 4:3 (NLT)

I. Date: 2,165 — 1,804 BC

I1. The Main Action:
* Choosing a Nation
* Testing of Faith
* Family Deceptions

* Migration to Egypt

II1. The Main Actors:
» Abraham
* [saac
* Jacob (Israel)
* Joseph
* Job

IV. The Main Area:

ASSYRIA

+ Nineveh

ARABIA

o NS\ The Old Testament World
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V. The Main Accounts:

A. The Story of Abraham (Gen. 12-24)
1. The Call to Follow (12:1-3)

“Our glorious God appeared to our ancestor Abraham in Mesopotamia before he
settled in Haran.” Acts 7:2

Abraham was born around 2,166 B.C. We know nothing of his early life or how
he was led to God. The importance of Abraham’s life cannot be underestimated. He is
mentioned some 308 times in the Bible; 234 times in the Old Testament; and 74 in the
New Testament.

The book of Genesis spans a period of around 2,350 years. The first eleven
chapters, which describe the Creation of the universe, the Fall, Flood, and Tower of
Babel, cover a period of 2,000 years. The last thirty-nine chapters concern themselves
with Abraham and his children, covering some 350 years. In other words, God gave
us more detail about Abraham than about the origin of the universe!

Abraham was born and raised in the city of Ur of the Chaldees. Ur was the most
magnificent city in all the world at this time; a center of manufacturing, farming, and
shipping, in a land of fabulous fertility and wealth, with caravans going in every
direction to distant lands, and ships sailing from the docks of Ur down the Persian
Gulf with cargoes of copper and hard stone. For years the skeptic ridiculed the actual
existence of Ur. But during the years of 1922-1934 the British museum thoroughly
explored the secrets of these ruins.

The largest building of the city in Abraham’s day was the ziggurat, or the temple
tower, which was probably patterned after the Tower of Babel. This tower was
square, terraced, and built of solid brick. Each successive terrace was planted with
trees and shrubbery.

Abraham was to leave Ur and his father’s house for a land that God would show
him. His call was three-fold:

1) Land
2) Seed
3) Blessing (A reference to Christ)

God had told Abraham to leave his father’s house and proceed to Canaan. But he
was disobedient and allowed himself to get bogged down in Haran. Haran was the
last great outpost of civilization before one entered the vast desert of Arabia. The city
was 700 miles northwest of Ur and about sixty miles from the Euphrates River. It was
located on a main caravan road connecting the cities of the east with Damascus and
Egypt. Abram might have been content to settle in Haran permanently, but once more
God stepped in and Terah his father died. After that, Abram quickly moves on! The
name “Terah” means “delay.”

Abram entered the Promised Land and pitched camp near Shechem, some thirty
miles north of Jerusalem.

God again appeared to him. The Lord had simply promised to show him a land
when he was in Ur, but now adds the words, “Unto your seed will I give this land.”

Abram built his first recorded altar here.

He then moved on to Bethel, a place meaning “house of God” which would later
become a very sacred place in Canaan. At Bethel he built his second altar to the Lord.
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After a short while, the land was hit with famine. So far, he had obeyed God and
was living in the Promised Land. But now comes the temptation—there was a famine
in the land.

He then left Palestine and went to Egypt. This is the first mention of Egypt in the
Bible. Egypt in the Scriptures is pictured as a symbol or type of the world, an instance
of dependence upon some human source or help apart from God.

Pharaoh planned to marry Sarai, but was plagued by God and eventually found
out the deception of Abraham. The angry king rightfully took Abram to task for this.
After a frustrating, dangerous, and embarrassing time, Abram returned to Palestine,
where he should have stayed in the first place.

Notice the tragic results of his disobedience: He picked up Hagar the Egyptian
handmaid. Hagar would later become Abram’s mistress and would give birth to
Ishmael, the father of the modern Arabs. Thus the agony of the world’s most troubled
hot spot, the Middle East, has been caused in part by Abram’s sin four thousand years
ago.

2. The Communion with Melchizedek (14:18-20)

Upon returning to Palestine he once again worshiped the Lord at Bethel—right
where he had left God’s blessing by going to Egypt.

The servants of Abraham and his nephew Lot began arguing over grazing rights.
Abraham was concerned about this and graciously allowed the younger man to pick
his choice of land. Lot foolishly selected that area near Sodom.

God appeared to Abraham for the third time and reassured him of a mighty nation
and of their eventual rights to Palestine.

This chapter records the first war in the Bible. Nine nations were involved in this
war. It began when five kings, located in the Dead Sea area, revolted against
Kedorlaomer, King of Elam, and his three allies. The Dead Sea Confederation, which
included Sodom, was wiped out during the battle. Lot, who had moved into the
wicked city, was taken captive along with thousands of others. God would scarcely
have bothered to record this pagan dog fight between nine heathen cities were it not
for these four little words, “and they took Lot!”

Abraham learned of this and immediately armed his 318 servants for battle. After
a forced night march, Abraham caught up with them just north of Damascus and
defeated them after a sudden surprise attack.

As Abram returned from defeating Kedorlaomer, he was met by Melchizedek, the
King of Salem (Jerusalem), who was also a priest of God. Who was this mysterious
king-priest? There are two main theories as to his identity:

1) That he was Christ himself. This is referred to by theologians as a
Christophany (an Old Testament appearance of Christ). Those who advocate this
theory offer Hebrews 7:1-4 to support their claim.

2) That he was simply the first mentioned king of Jerusalem. Melchizedek
literally means “King of Righteousness,” and Salem is thought to be an early name
for Jerusalem. Melchizedek is mentioned again in Psalm 110. (In the New Testament,
he is found in Heb. 5:6-10; 7:1-22.)
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Melchizedek brought him bread and wine and blessed him. This is the first
mention of bread and wine in the Bible, and depicts the future work of Christ on the
Cross.

After Melchizedek had blessed him, Abram gave him tithes of all he had. Some
believe the practice of tithing (giving one’s money to God) was only to be done by
the nation Israel under the Law and therefore is not for us now. But this is not the
case. Abram tithed long before Israel became a nation, and some 400 years before the
Law was given.

3. The Covenant of God (15:1-21)

God spoke to Abram in a vision, saying, “Do not be afraid, Abram, for I will
protect you, and your reward will be great.” (15:1). Abram needed reassurance at this
time, for he had made some powerful enemies as a result of his actions in Genesis 14.

Abram “reminded” God that he and Sarai were still childless and suggested that a
young servant boy named Eliezer of Damascus become his adopted heir. But this
request was refused. Eliezer would later be used to aid Abram in another way.

God once again promised his old servant a child, this time adding the words,
“Look up into the sky and count the stars if you can. That’s how many descendants
you will have!” (15:5). Here is another little proof of the Bible as God’s Word. Today
we know there are probably as many stars in the heavens as there are grains of sand
on the seashores of the world. But in Abram’s time men believed the total number of
stars to be less than twelve hundred.

When God had finished, we are told that Abram “believed in the Lord, and he
counted it unto him for righteousness” (15:6).

When Abram asked how he could be sure all these things were true, especially the
promise concerning the land, God ordered him to gather some animals and birds.

6. Abram gathered the creatures as ordered. In our culture today, whenever two
parties determine to enter an agreement, a contract is drawn up and signed by both
parties. But in Abram’s time it was different. Back then the two parties would
slaughter some animals, carve them up, and arrange the pieces in two lines. Then both
parties would join hands and solemnly walk together down the middle path. By so
doing they would pledge in the presence of blood and suffering and death, their
intention to keep the terms of the contract.

Just prior to God’s physical presence upon this scene (in the form of a smoking
fire-pot and a flaming torch), Abram was put into a deep sleep. As he slept, God’s
presence passed through these bloody pieces alone, thus indicating that the promises
of Jehovah concerning Abram’s salvation and his possession of Palestine were both
unconditional, with no heavenly strings attached whatsoever.

In Genesis 15:13-16 God utters a sevenfold prophecy to Abram. All seven have
eventually come to pass.

1) That Abram’s descendants would be strangers in a foreign land.

2) That they would be servants in that land.

3) That this servitude would last some 400 years.

4) That God himself would later judge that nation which enslaved Israel.
5) That Abram would be spared all of this.

6) That after spending four long generations in Egypt, Israel would return.
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7) That Israel would come out of Egypt with great power.
4. The Compromise of Lot (18:16-19:28)

5. The Contest of His Faith (22:1-19)

God tested Abraham by ordering him to “Take your son, your only son—yes,
Isaac, whom you love so much—and go to the land of Moriah. Go and sacrifice him
as a burnt offering on one of the mountains, which I will show you.” (22:2)

The land of Moriah was that district around Jerusalem where the Temple was
much later built (see 2 Chron. 3:1).

They arrived on the third day. Abraham left a day after God commanded him, and
it took three days to get to Moriah, thus making a total of four days. This corresponds
perfectly to Exodus 12:3, where the Passover Lamb was to be kept for four days
before killing it. (See Gen. 22:3, 4.)

Abraham then instructed his servants, saying: “Stay here with the donkey...The
boy and I will travel a little farther. We will worship there, and then we will come
right back.” (22:5). Here we see a glimpse of Abraham’s faith. Notice he tells the
men that both he and his son would come back again. Thus, even though Abraham
fully meant to sacrifice Isaac, he believed God would raise him from the dead!

Isaac then asked, “Behold the fire and the wood: but where is the lamb...?”

(22:7).

The old patriarch softly answered his son: “My son, God will provide himself a
lamb for a burnt offering . . .” (22:8). This one sentence is a complete summary of the
Bible.

Abraham built an altar and bound his only son to it. This little statement speaks
highly of Isaac, for he was not the small boy some have pictured him to be, but
probably a full grown man. Yet he willingly allowed his old father to tie and bind him
to a death altar (22:9).

The Spirit of God recorded for us in dramatic phrases the breathtaking action
which took place on that windswept hill: “And Abraham picked up the knife to kill his
son as a sacrifice” (Gen. 22:10). However, before he could do this, God showed him
a nearby ram and ordered this animal to be sacrificed in place of Isaac. A grateful
Abraham obeyed and named this place the LORD provides.

B. The Story of Isaac (Gen. 24-27)

C. The Story of Jacob (Gen. 28-36)
His name was changed from Jacob (deceiver) to Israel, which means “one who
has power with God.”

D. The Story of Joseph (Gen. 37-50)
1. Joseph’s Pride (37)
The remaining chapters in Genesis now describe the life of Joseph, Jacob’s
second youngest son, born to him of his beloved wife, Rachel.
Joseph had brought down upon him the wrath of his ten half-brothers. Three
factors had led to this situation.
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1) He had reported to his father some of the bad things the ten were doing.
2) He had become Jacob’s favorite son. To show this special affection, his
father gave Joseph a full-length, brightly colored coat (37:3).
3) He had strange dreams. (37:5-9)
a) In his first dream they were all in the field binding sheaves, when
suddenly his sheaf stood up and their sheaves all gathered around it and
bowed before it.
b) In his second dream he saw the sun, moon, and eleven stars bow before
him.
c. Joseph was sent from his home in Hebron to Shechem to check on his
half-brothers and their grazing flocks. He finally found them at Dothan,
some fifteen miles from Shechem, and sixty-five miles from Hebron.

His ten brothers see him in the distance and determine to kill him (37:18).
Reuben, Jacob’s firstborn (Gen. 29:32), apparently had second thoughts, however, for
he suggested that they simply throw him in a pit and let him die. Reuben was then
planning to secretly return him to his father (37:21, 22).

2. Joseph’s Pit (37)

Joseph was stripped of his coat and cast into a pit (37:24). Ignoring his cries (Gen.
42:21) the cruel brothers sat down to eat. Suddenly a slave caravan of Ishmaelites and
Midianites came into view en route to Egypt. The nine brothers made a hasty and
heartless decision to sell Joseph as a slave (37:25-27). Reuben was apparently not
present at the time. Judah was the ringleader in this disgraceful deal.

Joseph was sold for twenty pieces of silver (the going price of a slave) and carried
into Egypt (37:28). Reuben returned and wept over the action his brothers had taken
(37:29).

To conceal their horrible crime, they took Joseph’s coat, smeared it with goat’s
blood, and deceived Jacob into believing his beloved son has been killed and eaten by
a wild animal (37:31-35).

Joseph was sold as a slave to Potiphar, a captain in Pharaoh’s Egyptian palace
guard (37:36). That immutable law of retribution which runs so strongly throughout
the Bible (Gal. 6:7) is clearly seen here in this chapter. Jacob, who once deceived his
father by using the skin of a kid (Gen. 27:16), is himself now deceived in a similar
manner.

3. Joseph’s Palace (39)

Joseph was sold as a slave to Potiphar, an officer in Pharaoh’s Egyptian palace
guard (38:30; 39:1). Under the blessings of God, he was quickly entrusted with the
entire administration of Potiphar’s household (39:2-6).

Joseph was enticed to commit immorality by the wife of Potiphar, but refuses her
continued advances (39:7-10). In an act of revenge, she accused Joseph of rape
(39:11-18). As a result, Joseph ws thrown into prison (39:9-20).

4. Joseph’s Prison (40)
The jailor, like Potiphar, soon recognized Joseph’s character and put him in
charge of the entire prison administration (39:21-23).
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For some reason, the anger of Pharaoh was aroused against both his chief baker
and butler and he sent them to Joseph’s prison (40:1-4). While in prison these two
men have mysterious dreams. God gave Joseph the ability to correctly interpret each
dream.

The butler had seen a vine with three branches that began to bud and blossom and
soon produced clusters of ripe grapes. The butler then squeezed the juice from the
grapes and served it to Pharaoh in the royal wine cup (40:9-11). The three branches
meant that within three days Pharaoh would free him and restore him to his old
employment. Joseph then asked the butler to mention him to Pharaoh, and ask him to
remember the injustices he suffered (40:12-15).

The baker saw himself carrying upon his head three baskets of pastries. The top
basket contained special goods for the Pharaoh. But suddenly some birds flew down
and ate this food (40:16, 17). This dream meant that within three days Pharaoh would
take off the baker’s head and impale his body on a pole, and that the birds would
come and pick off his flesh (40:18, 19).

Three days later, on his birthday, the Pharaoh dealt with the butler and baker
exactly as Joseph had predicted he would do. But the butler forgot to mention
anything about Joseph (40:20-23).

5. Joseph’s Power (41-49)

One night two years later Pharaoh experienced two mysterious dreams.

In the first dream he was standing on the bank of the Nile River when suddenly
seven sleek, fat cows came up out of the river and began grazing in the grass. Then
seven other cows came up, but they were very skinny and all their ribs stood out.
Suddenly the skinny cows ate the fat cows (41:1-4).

In the second dream he saw seven heads of grain on one stalk, with every kernel
well formed and plump. Then suddenly seven more heads appeared on the stalk, but
these were shriveled and withered by the east wind. The dream ended as the thin
heads devoured the plump ones (41:5-7).

Pharaoh consulted his magicians about these dreams the next morning but they
are unable to interpret them (41:8). At that point the butler suddenly remembered the
amazing talent of Joseph and relates to the Pharaoh those events which occurred in
prison (41:9-13).

Joseph was cleaned up, shaven, and brought before Pharaoh. After hearing the
contents of the dreams, he immediately interpreted them, giving God the glory.
According to Joseph, both dreams meant the same thing (41:14-25): 1) The seven fat
cows and the seven plump heads of grain meant that there were seven years of
prosperity ahead, and 2) The seven skinny cows and the lean heads of grain meant
that a seven-year famine period would follow the years of plenty.

Joseph then advised Pharaoh to appoint a capable administrator over a nationwide
farm program, and divide Egypt into five districts. The officials of these districts
should then gather into the royal storehouses all the excess crops of the next seven
years (41:33-36).

Because the hand of the Lord was upon Joseph, Pharaoh appointed him to this
high office on the spot.
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Joseph was now thirty years of age (41:46). In one day he has been elevated from
the prison to the palace. But it had taken God thirteen years to bring him to this place
of service, for he was seventeen when he first arrived in Egypt. (Ps. 105:17-21.)

As Joseph had predicted, the seven fat years were followed by seven lean ones,
causing people from many lands to buy their food in Egypt (41:53-57).

Jacob sent his ten older sons into Egypt from Hebron to buy food (42:1-5). They
arrived in Egypt and bow low before Joseph, but did not recognize him—thus fulfilling
his dream some twenty years back (42:6).

Joseph did not reveal himself at first but accused them of being foreign spies. The
frightened brothers attempted to convince him otherwise.

He threw them into jail for three days and then released them, but kept Simeon as
a hostage until they could return with Benjamin—as he demanded they bring him to
him (42:14-20).

The terrified brothers acknowledged to each other that their present misfortunes
have doubtless been caused by the terrible sin committed twenty years back—not
realizing that Joseph can understand every word (42:21-23).

After leaving the room to weep, he ordered his servants to fill the men’s sacks
with grain and also to put each brother’s payment at the top of his sack. The nine then
started for home (42:24-26).

En route home, one of the men discovered his payment, and when they reached
Hebron the rest found theirs and were filled with fear concerning the safety of
Simeon. In spite of their earnest pleas, Jacob at first refused to allow Benjamin to
accompany them on a future trip into Egypt (42:27-38).

The famine intensified in Hebron and Jacob was forced to allow Benjamin to go
back with them into Egypt for food. Judah attempted to guarantee the safety of
Benjamin (43:1-14).

They again presented themselves to Joseph, who took them to his palace for a
feast. The brothers attempted to convince Joseph’s household manager that they had
not stolen the payment of their former trip. Simeon was released and joined the group.
For the first time in twenty years all twelve brothers were together, but only one was
aware of it (43:15-25).

The brothers were fed at a separate table from that of Joseph. But to their
amazement he seated them in order of their ages, giving Benjamin five times as much
food as the others (43:26-34).

Before they return the next morning Joseph once again secretly placed the
payment money in each man’s sack, along with Joseph’s own silver cup at the top of
Benjamin’s sack (44:1, 2).

The brothers had just left the city when they were arrested (at Joseph’s command)
and accused of stealing his silver cup (44-4-6). They quickly denied this charge and
agreed to serve as slaves if any stolen loot could be found on them. A search quickly
revealed the cup in Benjamin’s sack (44:7-12).

Standing before Joseph for the third time, Judah stepped forward and begged him
to accept his life in place of Benjamin. He tearfully reminded Joseph that their old
father Jacob would simply die if anything happened to Benjamin (44:13-34).

Joseph could not contain himself any longer and revealed his identity to his
brothers (45:1-3).
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After a time of tearful reuniting, Joseph informed them that the two-year drought
they had already experienced would continue another five years and urged that they
bring Jacob back with them and all make plans to live in Egypt (45:4-15).

Joseph reassured his brothers he had no hard feelings, but felt God has overruled
their evil plot so as to guarantee Israel will indeed be a great nation.

Pharaoh rejoiced along with Joseph over his restored brothers and also invited the
entire clan to live in Egypt (45:16-20).

Jacob, at first could not comprehend the thrilling news concerning Joseph, but
then believed the report and planned his trip to Egypt (45:26-28).

En route at Beersheba, God reassured Jacob he would still bless him—even in
Egypt. Jacob was told he would die there, but God would bring his descendants back
to Palestine someday (46:1-4). Then Jacob entered Egypt with his entire household.

6. Joseph’s Purpose (50)

Joseph received his father’s blessing (49). Jacob gathers his twelve sons around
his bedside just before his death and then pronounced prophecies toward them.

Jacob died at age of 147 (47:28; 49:33). His body was embalmed in Egypt during
a forty-day preparation period. All Egypt mourned over him for seventy days (50:3).

He was carried by his sons in Palestine and buried alongside Abraham and Isaac
in the Cave of Machpelah (50:13).

Joseph reassured his troubled brothers that favorable conditions would remain as
before the funeral (50:15-21). He gently reminded them: “As far as I am concerned,
God turned into good what you meant for evil. He brought me to the high position [
have today so I could save the lives of many people.” Genesis 50:20

Joseph finally dieed at age of 110 (50:26).

E. The Story of Job (Job 1-42)
1. Job’s Terrible Trials (Job 1-2)
2. His Whimpering Wife (2:9, 10)
3. His Fickle Friends (3-37)
4. His Defenses and Dialogs (3-37)
5. His Glorious God (38-41)
6. His Bountiful Blessings (42:7-17)

“God Chooses a Nation”
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“Stage Three: The Exodus Stage”
Bible Survey—Sonrise Seminary

“God replied to Moses, ‘I AM WHO I AM. Say this to the people of Israel: I AM has sent me to
you.”” — Exodus 3:14 (NLT)

I. Date: 1,804 — 1,405 BC
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V. The Main Accounts:

A. Israel, Enslaved in Egypt (Exodus 1:1-12:36)

After the death of Joseph a new king arose over Egypt, “which did not know Joseph™
(1:8). This king cruelly persecuted Israel, enslaved them, and ordered the death of all
male Hebrew babies (1:10-16). However, “God heard their groaning, and he
remembered his covenant promise to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. He looked down on the
people of Israel and knew it was time to act.” (2:24-25).

Moses’ First 40 Years: The Prince of Egypt

Moses was born of godly parents, hidden for three months, and then set afloat in a
basket on the Nile River (2:3). He was discovered by Pharaoh’s daughter and, upon the
advice of Miriam (Moses’ sister, who had watched all this), secured the nursing services
of his own mother (2:8, 9). Moses grew up in Pharaoh’s court, but at the age of forty fled
the land of Egypt. This he did for two reasons: 1) Because of his involvement in
murder—Moses kills an Egyptian who is beating a Hebrew slave (2:12), and 2) because
of his involvement with the Messiah. Hebrews 11:24-26 tells us: “It was by faith that
Moses, when he grew up, refused to be called the son of Pharaoh’s daughter. He chose to
share the oppression of God’s people instead of enjoying the fleeting pleasures of sin. He
thought it was better to suffer for the sake of Christ than to own the treasures of Egypt,
for he was looking ahead to his great reward.”

Moses’ Second 40 Years: The Shepherd of Midian

Moses found refuge in Midian and married Zipporah, the daughter of Jethro, and
lived the next forty years as a shepherd (2:21).

Moses’ Third 40 Years: The Shepherd of God

Moses received his divine call from the burning bush to deliver Israel (3:1-10). He
resisted this call, listing five excuses why he could not perform God’s command: 1) I
have no ability (3:11), 2) I have no message (3:13), 3) I have no authority 4:1), 4) I have
no eloquence (4:10), and 5) I have no desire (4:13).

God answered all these arguments and gave Moses a twofold demonstration of his
powers (4:2-7). 1) His shepherd’s rod temporarily become a snake, and 2) his right hand
temporarily become leprous.

God graciously allowed Moses to take his older brother Aaron with him (4:14,15).

Pharaoh of Egypt: God’s Enemy

Pharaoh not only refused to free Israel, but put more work upon the slaves, making
them gather their own straws to make the bricks (5:1-9). His treatment embittered the
leaders of Israel against Moses, who complained to God and is reassured (5:20-6:8).

Moses (now eighty) and Aaron (eighty-three) work their first miracle against
Pharaoh, causing a rod to become a snake (7:10). The Pharaoh’s magicians, Jannes and
Jambres, (2 Tim. 3:8) perform the same trick, but see their snakes swallowed up by
Moses’ snake (7:12).

Because of the hardness of Pharaoh’s heart, Moses called down the ten plagues.

The purpose of the plagues was twofold: 1) To demonstrate to Israel the strength of
their God, and 2) to show the Egyptians the total inability of their gods. Each plague was
directed against a particular Egyptian god:

1) The first plague (bloody waters) was directed against Osiris, the god of the Nile.

2) The second plague (frogs) was against the frog goddess Hekt.

Bible Survey—Lesson Three: “Stage Three: The Exodus Stage” 2



3) The third plague (lice) was against Seb, the earth god.

4) The fourth plague (beetles or flies) was against Hatkok, the wife of Osiris.

5) The fifth plague (cattle disease) was against Apis, the sacred bull god.

6) The sixth plague (boils) was against Typhon.

7) The seventh plague (hail and fire) was against Shu, the god of the atmosphere.

8) The eighth plague (locusts) was against Serapia, the god who protected Egypt
against locusts.

9) The ninth plague (darkness) was against Ra, the sun god.

10) The tenth plague (the death of the firstborn) was an attack on Pharaoh, himself.

God instructed Israel on preparing for that first Passover by taking an unblemished
year-old male lamb selected by each family on the tenth of April. This animal was to be
killed on the fourteenth day. Its blood was to be drained into a basin, a cluster of hyssop
branches was to be dipped into the basin, and the blood was to be smeared against the
lintel and two side panels of the door. The flesh of the lamb was to be roasted and eaten
on the night of the fourteenth along with bitter herbs and unleavened bread. Note: This is
the first mention of leaven in the Bible, and from this point on it becomes a symbol of evil.

The Passover lamb was a beautiful type and foreshadow of the Lord Jesus Christ. It
should be noted that the mere death of the lamb did not automatically save anyone until
the shed blood was applied. Israel ate unleavened bread that night, and were to do this
each April to remind them of their great deliverance.

Pharaoh offered Moses four compromises during these plagues, but all are refused.

1) First compromise—don’t leave, but worship here in Egypt (8:25).

2) Second compromise—Ileave, but don’t go too far (8:28).

3) Third compromise—Ileave, but allow your children to remain here (10:10).

4) Fourth compromise—Ileave, but without your flocks and herds (10:24).

Pharaoh’s heart was hardened eleven times during this period. Note that on at least
seven occasions God hardened the heart of Pharaoh (4:21; 7:3; 9:12; 10:1, 20, 27; 11:10)
and on four occasions Pharaoh hardened his own heart. (Ex. 7:22; 8:15, 19; 9:35.)

At midnight, April 14, the death angel passed over Egypt, killing the firstborn sons
from all unprotected homes—including the household of Pharaoh himself.

During the early morning hours of the fifteenth, all Israel (600,000 men plus their
families) cross the border of Egypt. They were accompanied by a mixed multitude.

B. Israel, en Route to Mt. Sinai (Exodus 12:37-18:27)

Ten key events took place between Rameses, their departure city in Egypt, and the
arrival at the base of Mt. Sinai. The distance was approximately 150 miles. These events
were:

1) The Appearance of God’s Glory Cloud (13:21-22). At Etham the pillar of cloud
and fire was manifested to lead Israel by day or night. This marked the first appearance of
the “shekinah”—that visible and luminous indication of God’s presence (13:21-22).

2) The Chase by Pharaoh, who Regretted Letting Israel Go (14:5-10).

3) The Parting of the Red Sea (14:13-31). This was one of the greatest miracles in all
the Bible. The Red Sea crossing is mentioned many times in the Word of God. “Then
Moses raised his hand over the sea, and the LORD opened up a path through the water
with a strong east wind. The wind blew all that night, turning the seabed into dry land.”
(14:21).
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4) The Egyptian Army Perished (15:1-21). “Then the waters returned and covered all
the chariots and charioteers—the entire army of Pharaoh. Of all the Egyptians who had
chased the Israelites into the sea, not a single one survived.” (14:28).

5) Marah’s Bitter Waters Made Sweet by the Casting in of a Tree (15:22-26).

6) The Giving of the Manna (16:3-36). This heavenly bread would become the
Hebrew’s staple diet for the next forty years. For the next forty years God would feed
them six days a week with manna—a white, flat, coriander-like seed which tasted like
honey bread. It ceased when Israel entered the Promised Land. (Josh. 5:12.) It was to be
picked up each morning and eaten that same day for six days, and on the sixth, a double
portion was to be taken for the seventh, when no manna would fall. The word manna in
the Hebrew literally means, “What is it?” This is what the people said when they first
saw it, and the name stuck. Jesus would later apply this event to his own ministry (John
6:30-63.)

7) The Institution of the Sabbath (16:23, 26-30; 31:13). “‘They must realize that the
Sabbath is the LORD's gift to you. That is why he gives you a two-day supply on the sixth
day, so there will be enough for two days. On the Sabbath day you must each stay in your
place. Do not go out to pick up food on the seventh day.’ So the people did not gather any
food on the seventh day.” (Ex. 16:29-30).

8) Striking the Rock at Rephidim (17:1-7). This was done to provide water, which
God supernaturally gave from the side of that rock. Nearly forty years later Moses would
strike another rock in a distant place—but at that time he was out of God’s will. (Num.
20:7-13.) The fickle Israelites were almost ready to stone Moses because of their thirst
when God stepped in.

9) Israel’s Victory Over the Amalekites (Ex. 17:8-16). The Amalekites, the
descendants of Esau (Gen. 36:12), a roving and raiding desert band, had probably been
tracking Israel for some time and chose this moment to strike (17:8). Joshua entered the
scene as the general over Israel’s fighting forces. He was probably only in his early
twenties, but his ability and bravery were only matched by his love for God (17:9).

Moses, ascended a nearby hill, extended his arms upward, and began praying for
Joshua and Israel fighting below (17:11). Aaron and Hur aided Moses by keeping his
weary arms heavenward so that God could give victory below.

10) Moses Reunited with his Family (18:7). He was greeted by Jethro, Zipporah, and
his two sons Gershorn and Eliezer. At Jethro’s advice, Moses appointed capable men to
help him judge the problems of Israel (18:17-27).

C. Israel, Settled Down at Sinai (Exodus 19:1-Numbers 10:10)

On June 15, 1445 B.C., Israel arrived at Mt. Sinai. They would be there for eleven
months and five days (Num. 10:11). Three major events took place during this time:
The Commandment Of The Law (Ex. 20:3-17; Deut. 5:7-21).
There were three sections of the Mosaic Law.
The moral code: This is commonly known as the Ten Commandments.
The spiritual code: This section deals with the ordinances, feasts, offerings, etc...
All of which foreshadowed Christ and salvation (Heb. 10:1).
The social code: This section dealt with the judgments and divine laws of God’s
new establishment for Israel. It included rules for diet, sanitation, quarantine, soil
conservation, taxation, military service, marriage, divorce, etc... There were some
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seventy basic regulations in the social code. Simply stated, the moral code acted as the
revelation of God’s law, the social code as the regulation of that law, and the spiritual
code as the realization of that law-in Christ. (Mt. 5:17, 18; Rom. 10:4.) All together there
were 613 laws given by God to Moses.

The Corruption Of The Golden Calf (Ex. 32).

During the final days of Moses’ first forty day meeting with God atop Mt. Sinai, the
fickle Israelites in the valley below demanded that Aaron make them a god. Aaron
agreed, and, using their own golden earrings, formed a golden calf-god. After the
“worship service” the people threw a wild party and indulged in sexual immorality.

God informed Moses of all this on the mountain and declared his intention to destroy
the entire nation. Moses then began his respectful “debate with deity.” He pleaded for
God to turn his wrath away.

Moses and Joshua returned to the camp and in righteous anger Moses broke the Ten
Commandment tablets of stone. He then burnt the golden calf, grinded it into powder,
mixed it with water, and made the people drink it.

He reprimanded Aaron and demanded to know who was on the Lord’s side. The tribe
of Levi declared themselves to be, and from that day were chosen to become the priests
of God. God then sent a plague to punish Israel and ordered the execution of 3,000
troublemaking ring leaders.

The Construction Of The Tabernacle (Ex. 25-31: 35-41; Lev.).

The three sections of the Tabernacle were the outer court, the inner court, and the
Holy of Holies. The outer court was a glorified picket fence construction that measured
150 feet in length, 75 feet wide, and 7 7 feet high. In the center of the “picket fence” was
a tent, 45 feet long, 15 feet wide, and 15 feet high.

There were two rooms in this tent, separated by a thick veil. The eastern room section
of this tent (the entire tabernacle faced east) was the Holy place, and the western section
was the Holy of Holies. The tent was made of forty-eight upright boards and was covered
by four kinds of cloth. Three of these were animal skins, and the fourth was a fine linen.
The colors involved were white, blue, purple, and scarlet.

The various materials used were gold (3,140 pounds), silver (9,575 pounds), bronze
(7,540 pounds), animal cloth, acacia wood, olive oil, spices, and onyx stones.

It took approximately six months to construct and was produced with willing hands
and hearts.

There were six main objects in the Tabernacle:

1) The Bronze Altar (Exodus 27:1-8; 38:1-7). This was the first piece of furniture as
one entered the tabernacle from the east. It was a box-like structure made of acacia wood
overlaid with bronze. It was approximately 7 ¥ feet wide and 3 feet high. There was a
grate midway between the top and the bottom. A horn was located on each corner of the
altar to help hold the animal sacrifices which were offered at this altar.

2) The Bronze Basin (Exodus 30:18; 38:8). A brass basin which was filled with
water, rested on a pedestal, covered by mirrors. It was used by the priests for actual and
ceremonial cleansing of both hands and feet.

3) The Table of Bread of the Presence (Exodus 25:23-30; 37:10-16). A table was
made of acacia wood and covered with gold. On this table were placed twelve cakes of
bread, renewed each week, one for each tribe in Israel. This table was approximately 1 Y4
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feet wide by 2 ' feet high. This table, unlike the first two pieces of furniture, was on the
inside of the tent, resting on the northern side of the first room.

4) The Lampstand (Exodus 25:31-40; 37:17-24). This was one of the most ornate
objects in the tabernacle. It was made of pure gold and consisted of an upright shaft from
each side of which three branches extended upward in pairs. The lamps were trimmed
every morning and evening and were never to be extinguished all at one time. The lamp
had to be regularly supplied with pure olive oil. Jewish tradition says the lampstand was 5
feet high and 3 ' feet wide. It rested on the south side of the first room (also called the
Holy place).

5) The Altar of Incense (Exodus 30:1-10; 37:25-28). This 1 /% square by 3 feet high
acacia wood table overlaid with gold was symbolic of prayer. Sweet spices were burned
on this table each morning and evening. (Rev. 8:3, 4.) Once each year the horns on this
altar were smeared with blood. The incense table occupied the western position of the
Holy place.

6) The Ark of the Covenant (Exodus 25:10-22; 37:1-9). This was the most important
piece in all the tabernacle, also made of acacia wood covered with gold. It resembled a
cedar chest, and was approximately 4 feet long and 2 feet high. It contained several
objects, the most important being the two stones upon which was written the Ten
Commandments. The lid of this box was made of solid gold and was called the mercy
seat. On top of the box stood two golden angelic cherubim. Once each year during the
great day of atonement in October, the high priest entered the Holy of Holies (which was
separated from the holy place by a thick veil) and sprinkled blood upon the mercy seat for
the sins of Israel. Above the entire ark dwelled the Glory cloud of God.

D. Israel, en Route to Kadesh-Barnea (Numbers 10:11-12:16)

The distance between Mt. Sinai and Kadesh was a distance of 150 miles. In Numbers
33:16-36 Moses listed some twenty stops from these two places. The Sinai area is dotted
with mountains, rugged valleys, and sandy ground. But their journey was never too long
or difficult for “the cloud of the Lord was upon them.”

Even with the Lord’s presence to guide and protect them, once again the people
complained (11:4-6—this time about their food). Note their words: “Then the foreign
rabble who were traveling with the Israelites began to crave the good things of Egypt.
And the people of Israel also began to complain. ‘Oh, for some meat!’ they exclaimed.
‘We remember the fish we used to eat for free in Egypt. And we had all the cucumbers,
melons, leeks, onions, and garlic we wanted. But now our appetites are gone. All we ever
see is this manna!’” (11:4-6).

God sent a fire to punish this rebellion and the people cried to Moses who again
interceded for them and the plague was stopped.

At this point, Moses concluded that God has simply given him too heavy a burden in
leading Israel and demanded additional help. The despair becomes so severe that Moses
demanded from God either deliverance or death! (v. 15.)

God granted this request by taking some of the power of the Holy Spirit from Moses
and distributing it equally to seventy chosen Hebrew elders (11:25). Two of these men,
Eldad and Medad, begin prophesying (11:26-29).
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To silence the people’s constant bickering, God sent an immense flock of quail over
the camp, flying approximately three feet in the air (11:31-34). Millions of these birds
were knocked down and eaten, but with the meat God also sent a plague. (Ps. 106:15.)

Aaron and Miriam criticize their younger brother Moses on two counts: 1) Because of
his wife, and 2) because of his strong leadership (Num. 12:1-15). God rebuked them for
their criticism, telling them that Moses was his close friend. Miriam, the ring leader, was
suddenly struck with leprosy. Aaron begged for forgiveness and asked Moses to plead
with God concerning her restoration. Moses did this, and after a period of seven days she
was restored to fellowship and health.

E. Israel, at Kadesh-Barnea (Numbers 13-14)

Moses was instructed to send a leader from each of the twelve tribes to spy out the
land of Canaan. Among these leaders were Joshua and Caleb. After forty days of
searching out the land, the twelve return with these reports:

1. The majority report—composed of the leaders of ten tribes: “We can’t take the
land!” (13:32-33).

2. The minority report—by Joshua and Caleb: “We should go up and take
possession of the land, for we can certainly do it.” (Num. 13:30).

3. The vote of the people: “We won’t go!”” (14:1-3). This sad episode marked the
tenth occasion when Israel rebelled against God. He had graciously brought them out of
captivity through ten mighty plagues only to have them turn against his grace ten times
(14:22).

God determined that not one person twenty years or over would be allowed to enter
Canaan. “Since the spies were in the land for forty days, you must wander in the
wilderness for forty years—a year for each day, bearing the burden of your sins” (Num.
14:34). During the next four decades, then, Israel was to linger in the desert until the last
person twenty years and older died and was buried. Dr. Leon Wood makes the following
observation: “Figuring 1,200,000 (600,000 of both men and women) as having to die in
14,508 days (38 1/2 years), gives 85 per day. Figuring 12 hours per day maximum for
funerals, gives an average of seven funerals per hour for all 38 1/2 years, a continuous
foreboding reminder of God’s punishment upon them.” (A Survey of Israel’s History, p.
159)

Thus, the sad period of Kadesh ended with these words: “Then the ten spies who had
incited the rebellion against Jehovah by striking fear into the hearts of the people were
struck dead before the Lord. Of all the spies, only Joshua and Caleb remained alive”
(Num. 14:36-38).

The fickle and foolish Israelites suddenly changed their minds and attempted to push
their way into the land, but were quickly defeated by the Canaanites.

F. Israel, from Kadesh-Barnea to the Eastern Bank (Numbers 15-36)

A very influential descendant of Levi named Korah led a 250-strong conspiracy
against the authority of Moses. The entire matter led to a showdown on the following day
at which time God stepped in and caused the ground to open up and swallow the
troublemakers. In spite of this terrible object lesson, Israel continued to murmur, actually
accusing Moses of killing God’s people. Before the tragic incident was over, 14,700 more
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people would be killed by a special judgment plague from God. The New Testament
writer Jude (1:11) mentioned this event in his letter as a warning against apostasy.

To emphasize the authority he had invested in Moses and Aaron, the Lord ordered the
leaders from each tribe to place a rod in the tabernacle with his personal name inscribed
on it. Aaron was commanded to do the same. The next morning it was discovered that
Aaron’s rod had budded, was blossoming, and had ripe almonds hanging from it!

Laws had already been given whereby a living person coming in contact with a
corpse would be considered unclean (disqualified from religious life and service) for a
period of seven days. But a crisis had now arisen. Due to the recent plague (Num. 16:49)
no less than 14,700 corpses had come upon the scene. This event alone had, doubtless,
contributed to the defilement of tens of thousands of people. What could be done about
this? The rite of the red heifer was God’s answer to this problem (Num. 19:1-22).

Eleazar was to slaughter an unblemished red heifer outside the camp. Its blood was to
be sprinkled toward the tabernacle seven times. The red heifer was to be burned along
with cedar, wood, hyssop, and some scarlet cloth material. Finally water was to be added
to the ashes of the heifer and sprinkled upon the defiled Israelite (vs. 17-19).

At this point, Miriam died and was buried near Kadesh (20:1).

After years of hard work, the devil finally snared Moses into the trap of anger and
pride. God instructed Moses to speak to a certain rock. But Moses suddenly “blew his
cool,” and in an act, due partly to unbelief and anger, disobeyed the Lord by striking the
rock twice instead of speaking to it once as God had commanded (20:8).

God sent water in spite of Moses’ disobedience, but told him this sin would keep him
from the Promised Land (20:12). Evidently Moses petitioned God later about going to
Palestine until the Lord finally ordered him not to even mention it again (Deut. 3:26-27).

The Edomites, descendants of Esau, refused to allow Israel to march through their
land, thus forcing God’s people to trek an additional 180 miles in a hot and hostile desert.

God ordered Moses to strip Aaron of his priestly garments and place them upon his
son, Eleazar (20:23-29). Aaron died at the age of 123 and was buried on Mt. Hor.

God sent poisonous serpents to punish rebellious Israel (21:5-9), but the people
repented and a cure was provided. A serpent of brass was placed atop a pole where all
could view it. Anyone bitten needed only to look upon the brass serpent to be healed.
Jesus used this event as an illustration with Nicodemus. (Jn. 3:14, 15.) Years later, in 700
B.C., King Hezekiah destroyed this serpent, for the people were worshiping it. (2 Ki.
18:4.)

As did the Edomites, the Amorites refused Israel passage, but on this occasion the
armies of Moses fought and won a great victory (21:21-24).

Balak, the frightened King of Moab, offered Balaam, from Mesopotamia, tempting
riches if he would put a curse on the advancing Israelites and thus save Moab (22:1-8).

God warned Balaam not to accept this bribe (22:9-12), but the offer was increased
and Balaam agreed to go with Balak’s men (22:15-21).

En route to Moab, Balaam was soundly rebuked by the very animal he rode and
narrowly escaped death at the hand of God’s angel (Num. 22:22-35). Balaam arrived in
Moab and, looking down upon Israel’s armies in a nearby valley, attempted to curse them
on four occasions, But, in every case, words of blessing proceeded from his mouth—to his
amazement and Balak’s anger.
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In spite of his failure to curse Israel, Balaam nearly succeeded in destroying the
nation by craftily arranging for the Moabite women to sexually seduce the Israelite men
(Num. 25:1; 31:16).

Phinehas, the godly grandson priest of Aaron, averted the full wrath of Almighty God
by his drastic action in executing an especially brazen sexual couple, a prince from the
tribe of Simeon and his harlot-lover from Midian. In spite of this, 24,000 died (25:7-18).

A second census (Num. 26) was given and the total of the second census was given as
601,730. (v. 51.) This census, about thirty years after the first (1:46) was 1,820 fewer.

Not one individual was alive who had been over twenty years old at the Kadesh
rebellion—except for Moses, Caleb, and Joshua (26:64, 65).

Eleazar the high priest was instructed to lay hands upon Joshua in a public ceremony—
thus transferring Moses’ authority over to him (27:12-23). Joshua then became the new
leader. Moses himself delivered the ordination address.

G. Israel, at the Eastern Bank (Deuteronomy)
On the banks of the Jordan Moses delivered three sermons to Israel, issued a
challenge to Joshua, pronounced a blessing upon the individual tribes, composed a song,
and departed for heaven (Deuteronomy).

“God Delivers a Nation”

Bible Survey—Lesson Three: “Stage Three: The Exodus Stage” 9



“Stage Four: The Conquest Stage”
Bible Survey—Sonrise Seminary

“Be strong and courageous, for you are the one who will lead these people to possess all the
land I swore to their ancestors I would give them. Be strong and very courageous. Be careful to
obey all the instructions Moses gave you. Do not deviate from them, turning either to the right or
to the left. Then you will be successful in everything you do.” — Joshua 1:6-7 (NLT)

I. Date: 1,405 — 1,390 BC

II. The Main Action:
e Invasion
* Subjection

* Division

II1. The Main Actors:
* Joshua
* Caleb
* Rahab

IV. The Main Area:

o

Phase 3—Northern
JOSHUA 11
1. HAZOR, A capital burned

2. MEROM, Some horses
slowed dow?

Phase 1—Central

JOSHUA 6-8

1. JERICHO, A city shouted down
2. Al, Arrogance knocked down

3. ACHAN, A sinner sought

4. GERIZIM AND EBAL,

The law handed down

Phase 2—Southern
JOSHUA 9-10

1. GIBEON, The wool pulied over
/2. AJALON, The sun shone down

3. MAKKEDAH, Five kings cut down
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V. The Main Accounts:

A. The Invasion of the Land (Joshua 1-5)

God spoke to Joshua and told him that he was to lead Israel across the Jordan into
Palestine. God commanded that he be “strong and courageous” on this new journey. He
also told Joshua that he was observe and meditate upon the Law of God day and night
and that the Lord would be with him wherever he went. This alone, would bring him
success (1:6-9).

Joshua then spoke to the nation of Israel and told them to get ready to cross the
Jordan River and take possession of the land (1:10-11).

Joshua’s strategy was similar to the strategy of his predecessor, Moses. Josuah sent in
two men to spy out Jericho. However, the King of Jericho learned of their mission and
sent out a search party to find them. The spies were hidden by a prostitute named Rahab
who had not only heard of the mighty power of God (2:8-11), but apparently come to
trust him also. She must have possessed some kind of testimony, for it was to her house
the spies first went. Later the King of Jericho guessed they might be hiding there also.
Rahab is mentioned in three New Testament passages (Matthew 1:5; Hebrews 11:31;
James 2:25). She later married a Hebrew man named Salmon, who may have been one of
the spies. At any rate, this former pagan would later become the great-great-grandmother
of King David. This is perhaps one of the most beautiful illustrations of the grace of God
in the Bible.

In preparation for entering the land the priests led the way to the Jordan River,
carrying the Ark of God. The congregation followed them about a half-mile behind.
When the priests put their feet into Jordan, the river immediately stopped flowing, thus
allowing Israel to cross on dry ground.

Upon crossing the Jordan, Israel constructed two memorial piles of twelve stones
each. One pile was placed in the middle of the river and the other on the west side of
Jordan. The pile on the western bank was there as a silent witness to future generations of
God’s faithfulness in rolling back the Jordan’s waters (4:1-9).

Upon reaching the western side of Canaan, God ordered the males of Israel to be
circumcised. This was done, and the name of the place was called Gilgal, which means,
“to roll away.” “Then the LORD said to Joshua, ‘Today I have rolled away the shame of
your slavery in Egypt.’ So that place has been called Gilgal to this day” (5:9).

The nation next celebrated Passover on the plains of Jericho and the next day the
Manna stopped appearing. (5:10-12).

Joshua received a heavenly visitor, apparently Jesus himself on the eve of the battle
against Jericho. Joshua was reassured of victory and was told (as once was Moses—
Exodus 3:5) to remove his shoes.

B. The Subjection of the Land (Joshua 6-12)
1. The Central Campaign (6-8).
Jericho was the first recorded example of psychological warfare in history. Dr. John
Davis wrote the following about the actual march: “A single march around the nine-acre
mound area probably took twenty-five to thirty-five minutes. It should not be concluded
that every Israelite took part in this march. Such a feat would not only be impractical, but
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would be impossible. It is more probable to assume that the march was carried out by
tribal representation.” (Conquest and Crisis, p. 45)

The command to destroy all the humanity in Jericho except Rahab and her household
has been a problem to both saved and unsaved. Why would the God of love and grace
order this wholesale destruction? While God owes no living man an explanation for
anything he does, there are nevertheless, certain factors undoubtedly involved.

The words used in 6:17 “completely destroyed” designates a custom that is
unfamiliar in the modern world. The annihilation of the Canaanites is one of the most
perplexing moral problems in the Bible. The command given by Moses required only the
extermination of all the inhabitants and their gods (Deut 7:1-6, 25-26; 20:16-18). When
Israel destroyed the Amorites living west of the Jordan, they kept the livestock and the
plunder for themselves (Deut 2:32-35; 3:3-7). The command in Exodus 23:31-33; and
34:11-14 did not require that the inhabitants be destroyed but only that they be driven out
of the land. Jericho, however, was Israel’s first conquest in the land of Canaan, a kind of
first fruits; therefore everything in it was holy—humans, animals, and property—and was to
be consecrated to the Lord.

In verse 6:26 Joshua makes an amazing threefold prophecy about the fallen city of
Jericho. He predicted:

1) That Jericho would be rebuilt again by one man.

2) That the builder’s oldest son would die when the work on the city had begun.

3) That the builder’s youngest son would die when the work was completed.

Joshua uttered these words around 1406 B.C. Did all this happen? Some five
centuries later, in 930 B.C., we are told the following:

1) That a man named Hiel from Bethel rebuilt Jericho.

2) That as he laid the foundations, his oldest son, Abiram, died.

3) That when he had completed the gates, his youngest son, Segub, died. (1 Ki 16:34.)

After Jericho, Israel became overconfident and determined to send out only a token
fighting force to subdue the next enemy, a little city called Ai. However, Israel’s armies
were totally routed by Ai and suffered a great loss of troops.

Joshua was told that this defeat was due to sin in the camp. Someone had disobeyed
God and stolen some forbidden loot from Jericho. A divinely conducted manhunt began
and eventually pointed to Achan, from the tribe of Judah, as the criminal.

Achan confesses to stealing a Babylonian robe, some silver, and a bar of gold. For
this disobedience he was executed in the Valley of Achor.

As Moses had previously commanded, the blessings and curses of the law are read
from Mt. Gerizim and Ebalw (8:30-35).

2. The Southern Campaign (9-10).

When news of Jericho and Ai reached Gibeon, the people resorted to trickery to save
themselves. They sent to Joshua ambassadors wearing worn-out clothing, as though they
had come on a long journey. They had patched shoes, weather-worn saddle bags on their
donkeys, old and patched wine skins, and dry moldy bread.

Upon arriving, they persuaded Joshua to make a nonaggression treaty. They probably
were aware of the Law of Moses (Deut. 7:1-2; 20:10-15) which permitted Israel to make
peace with far-off cities when Joshua entered Palestine, but not with the Canaanite
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nations living in close proximity to them. Unfortunately the Joshua did not seek the
Lord’s guidance on this issue and were deceived.

When the King of Jerusalem heard of the Gibeonite alliance with Israel, he formed a
pact with four other kings for the purpose of destroying both Israel and Gibeon. Upon
hearing this, Joshua was instructed to attack this alliance before they could attack him.
During the battle, he was aided by a divinely sent hailstorm.

Joshua then prayed that God would allow the sun to give prolonged additional light
for the mopping-up exercises. This happened—for the sun stopped in the heavens and
stayed there for almost twenty-four hours.

Apart from Jonah and the great fish, perhaps no other biblical miracle has caused
such ridicule from unbelievers and so much uncertainty among believers. What really
happened here? Three basic views can be found in the writings of sound Bible scholars.

1) The total eclipse view. Dr. John Davis writes: “The essence of this view is that God
brought darkness rather than light on this occasion” (Conquest and Crisis, p. 66).

This prayer was then a petition from Joshua to shade his weary troops from the fierce
Mideast sun. God, it would seem, answered this prayer by sending a massive hailstorm
which not only cooled off Joshua’s weary troops, but killed their enemies. No less a
scholar than Dr. Robert Dick Wilson of Princeton advocates this theory, pointing out that
the Hebrew word “dom,” translated “stand still,” can also be correctly rendered “be
silent,” “cease,” and “leave off.” However, two serious objections would seem to
discredit this view. 1) The account in Joshua 10:11 would indicate that the hailstorm
occurred before Joshua’s petition, and not after, and 2) In verse 14, we are told that this
day was absolutely unique in history, which simply would not be true if the miracle here
involved only a massive hailstorm.

2) The slowing down of the earth’s rotation. The late scientist and Bible student Dr.
Harry Rimmer held this view and cited Professor Pickering of Harvard Observatory along
with Dr. Totten of Yale among those who favored this position. Another believer in this
view is Immanuel Velikovsky, who suggests in his famous book, “Worlds in Collision,”
that the miracle was caused by a comet which came near the earth, exerted its
gravitational pull, and disrupted normal movement. The comet’s icy tail, according to
Velikovsky, could have provided the hailstones. Finally, in listing the various points
which favor the second view, it may be said that research has brought to light reports
from Egyptian, Chinese, and Hindu sources of such a long day. But the second view is
not without its problems. 1) One consideration is the sheer staggering power it would
take to slow down or stop the earth on its own axis. Our planet weighs some six trillion
tons and at the equator is moving about a thousand miles an hour. It has been estimated
that it would take roughly twenty million billion of our largest hydrogen bombs to stop
the earth. Of course, God is capable of anything, but compared to this the impressiveness
of the universal flood (the greatest Old Testament miracle) would shrink significantly. In
fact, this would require more raw power than anything God had ever done since creation,
either before or after. If this really occurred, however, it would seem strange that the only
other reference to it is found in Habakkuk 3:11, and 2) If the second view is correct, then
God would be required to do this same stupendous thing again for Hezekiah. Dr. John
Davis writes: “It is extremely doubtful that such a miracle was performed on that
occasion. In fact, the parallel passage found in 2 Chronicles 32:24-31 seems to imply
that it was a local miracle. Verse 24 of this passage indicates that God gave a special
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sign to Hezekiah. That sign was evidently witnessed only in Palestine, for verse 31
records the fact that ambassadors from Babylon were sent down to Hezekiah to ‘inquire
of the wonder that was done in the land’! If the miracle performed in the days of
Hezekiah was universal, there would be little need for ambassadors to come all the way
from Babylon to inquire of the miracle.” (Conquest and Crisis, p. 69)

3) The extension of refraction of the sun’s rays on a local level. Taking everything
into consideration, this would seem to be the most scriptural approach. At least two other
instances come to mind when God did a similar thing concerning light and darkness on a
local level. These are: 1) The three-day darkness upon the land of Egypt (Exodus 10:21-
23), and 2) The three-hour darkness surrounding the area of the cross (Mark 15:33).

During the battle, the king of Jerusalem, the one who organized and led the southern
campaign against Israel, and four other kings took refuge in a cave at Makkedah. Joshua
had these kings taken from the cave and, in a victory celebration, ordered the captains of
his army to put their feet on the kings’ necks. They were then executed.

3. The Northern Campaign (11-12).

Jaban, King of Hazor, organized and led the northern attack against Israel. He was
soundly defeated and had his capital burned to the ground.

Here, Joshua hamstrung the horses, thus rendering them useful for farm work but
useless for warfare.

C. The Distribution of the Land (Joshua 13-24)

The land was now partitioned under the supervision of Joshua, Eleazar, and the key
tribal leaders by the casting of lots (14:1-2; 19:51).

The land east of Jordan was given to Reuben, Gad, and one half tribe of Manasseh.

The land west of Jordan was given to Judah, Ephraim, one half tribe of Manasseh,
Benjamin, Simeon, Zebulun, Issachar, Asher, Naphtali, Dan.

Levi was given no land, as God himself would be its portion (13:33). However, the
tribe was given forty-eight special cities from the remaining eleven tribes (21:41). Six of
those were designated as Cities of Refuge (Numbers 35:6-34, Deuteronomy 19:1-13,
Joshua 20:1-9).

Caleb visited with Joshua and gave one of the most thrilling testimonies in all the
Bible. Note his challenging words in 14:7-12.

After the land was divided, Israel set up the tabernacle at Shiloh (15:1). There Joshua
called together the armies of the two and a half tribes, blessed them, and sent them to
their chosen home on the east side of Jordan.

Before crossing the river, these two and a half tribes erected a large monument in the
shape of an altar to remind them and their unborn children of their common heritage with
the tribes on the west side of Jordan. This was misinterpreted by the nine and a half tribes
as an act of rebellion and an ugly civil war was threatened. The misunderstanding was
cleared up just in time by an eleven man delegation from the nine and a half tribes led by
Aaron’s grandson, Phinehas.

Joshua’s final sermon were his last words to Israel (23-24). It it he reminded them of
God’s goodness (23:3), he warns them concerning disobedience (23:11-13), he reviewed
this history (24:1-13), and he challenges them to serve God (24:14-18).

“God Provides a Country”
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“Stage Five: The Judges Stage”

Bible Survey—Sonrise Seminary

“In those days Israel had no king, all the people did whatever seemed right in their own eyes.”
—Judges 17:6 & 21:25 (NLT)

I. Date: 1,390 — 1,045 BC

I1. The Main Action: The saddest & most sordid period in the entire history of Israel (dark ages)
» Compromise-not doing what God told her to do, that is, to drive out the enemy.

*» Apostasy-doing what God told her not to do, that is, to worship the gods of her enemies.

II1. The Main Actors:
» Gideon
* Samson
e Ruth
* Eli
» Samuel
IV. The Main Area:
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V. The Main Accounts:

The stage covers a period of around 300 years and it records seven apostasies on Israel’s part,
service to seven pagan nations, and seven deliverances by God. There were fifteen judges in all.
These judges were not so much legal experts, as they were military reformers.

The root of Israel’s problem was that when Joshua died, no man took his place as he did
when Moses died. The statement, “In those days there was no king in Israel; every man did that

which was right in his own eyes,” is repeated on two separate occasions in the book of Judges.
(17:6 and 21:25)

A. Twelve Military Reformers (Judges 1-16)

First Judge: Othniel (Judges 1:12, 13; 3:8-11)

1. Oppressing nation: Mesopotamia

2. Length of oppression: 8 years

3. Years of peace: 40

4. Accomplishments: Othniel was both the nephew and the son in-law of Caleb
(1:13). He won his wife by successfully defeating a strong enemy city which his tribe
Judah was attempting to capture (1:12). Othniel had already proven his bravery. (Joshua
15:15-20.) He was one of the many judges said to be “Filled with the Holy Spirit” (3:10).
He defeated the King of Mesopotamia (3:10) which had plagued Israel for eight long
years (3:8). The land now had rest for forty years (3:11).

Second Judge: Ehud (Judges 3:12-30)

1. Oppressing nation: Moab

2. Length of oppression: 18 years

3. Years of peace: 80 years

4. Accomplishments: Ehud was chosen to carry Israel’s annual (and hated) tax money
to the Moabite capital. Israel had been doing this for eighteen years (3:14-15). After
paying the tax, Ehud secured a private meeting with Eglon, the fat Moabite king,
claiming he had a “message from God” for the king. He then stabbed Eglon with a
double-edged eighteen-inch dagger (3:16-23). He fled to the hill country of Ephraim
where he sounded the war trumpet, raised an army, attacked the Moabites (killing
10,000), and gave rest to the land for the next eighty years (3:26-30).

Third Judge: Shamgar (Judges 3:31)
1. Oppressing nation: Philistia
2. Length of oppression: unrecorded
3. Years of peace: unrecorded
4. Accomplishments: With an ox goad this soldier killed 600 Philistines.

Fourth Judge: Deborah (Judges 4-5)

1. Oppressing nation: northern Canaanites

2. Length of oppression: 20 years

3. Years of peace: 40 years

4. Accomplishments: Israel (at this time) had been in bondage to King Jaban of Hazor
(a Canaanite ruler) for twenty years (4:3). Jaban had an accomplished general named
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Sisera, who commanded 900 iron chariots plus a huge marching army (4:2-3). At this
time Israel was judged by a woman whose name was Deborah (4:4-5). She informed
Israel’s army commander, a man named Barak, that God had chosen him to mobilize
10,000 men from the tribes of Naphtali and Zebulun. He was then to lead them to Mt.
Tabor and do battle with Sisera (4:6-7).

At his insistence, Deborah agreed to go with him, but warned him that the honor of
conquering Sisera will not be credited to him, but to another woman (4:8-9). Barak led
his 10,000 men down the slopes of Mt. Tabor and, through God’s intervention, totally
defeated Sisera (4:14, 15).

Sisera escaped and took refuge in the tent of a Kenite housewife named Jael.
Pretending to befriend him, she lulled him to sleep and killed him by driving a peg
through his brain (4:17-21). Deborah and Barak sang their song of praise to God.

The land then enjoyed rest for forty years (5:31). Barak was later included in the New
Testament hall of fame (Hebrews 11:32). This fifth chapter of Judges is the third great
song of praise in the Bible so far (Exodus 15 and Deuteronomy 32).

Fifth Judge: Gideon (Judges 6-8)

1. Oppressing nation: Midian

2. Length of oppression: 7 years

3. Years of peace: 40 years

4. Accomplishments: After Barak’s death, Israel returned to idolatry and God
delivered them into the hands of the cruel Midianites for seven years (6:2-6.) A nameless
prophet reminded Israel that their terrible circumstances were due to sin (6:8-10). The
Angel of the Lord appeared to Gideon, who was threshing wheat by hand in the bottom
of a grape press to hide it from the Midianites (6:11).

Gideon was divinely commissioned to defeat the Midianites, and built an altar to
God, calling it Yahweh-Shalom (“the Lord is peace,” 6:12-24). In spite of his many
doubts, Gideon showed real faith at this time of famine by offering a young goat and
baked bread sacrifice. Gideon, just like Abraham, prepared a meal for God himself.

That very night, at God’s command, Gideon pulled down the family altar of Baal and
replaced it with an altar to Yahweh (6:25-27). Gideon’s father, Joash, calmed down an
angry crowd the next morning who would have killed Gideon for his act of defiance of
their gods. God’s Spirit then came upon Gideon and he blew a trumpet and sounded a call
to arms (6:34-35).

In an attempt to show Gideon that God would fight the battle, God cut down Gideon’s
army from 32,000 to 22,000, and finally down to 300 (7:2-7). With these 300 he would
face 135,000 enemy troops (8:10). Gideon and his servant made their way behind enemy
lines on the eve of the battle and were once again reassured of victory by overhearing an
enemy conversation (7:10-15). Gideon divided his army into three companies, and upon
the signal, each man blew a trumpet, broke a clay jar, raised up a blazing torch, and
shouted, “The sword of the Lord, and of Gideon” (7:16-20). The army of Midian was
thrown into panic and completely routed (7:21-24). Gideon pursued them across the
Jordan River where he finished defeating them. He returned to Palestine and severely
punished the two towns which had refused to feed his 300 hungry troops (8:4-17).

Gideon then executed the two pagan Midianite kings for killing his brothers at Tabor
(8:18-21). He then refused an offer by Israel to become king over them, but requested the
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gold earrings captured in battle, plus other spoils of war (8:22-26). From this gold he
made an ephod to worship God (An ephod was part of the apparel worn by the high
priest). Soon Israel began worshiping this, and it became a snare for the nation (8:27).

Sixth Judge: Tola (Judges 10:1)
1. Oppressing nation: unrecorded
2. Length of oppression: unrecorded
3. Years of peace: 23
4. Accomplishments: unrecorded

Seventh Judge: Jair (Judges 10:3-5)

1. Oppressing nation: unrecorded

2. Length of oppression: unrecorded

3. Years of peace: 22

4. Accomplishments: He and his thirty sons delivered thirty Israelite cities from
oppression.

Eighth Judge: Jephthah (Judges 10:6-12:17)

1. Oppressing nation: Ammon

2. Length of oppression: 18 years

3. Years of peace: 6

4. Accomplishments: God now raised up Jephthah, the son of a harlot. He had been
rejected by his own people due to his illegitimate birth (11:1-11), but he attempted to
negotiate with the Ammonites concerning disputed land east of Jordan. At this a state of
war existed between the two countries. God’s Spirit came upon him, and Jephthah
prepared for battle (11:28-29). God delivered the Ammonites into Jephthah’s hands.

After all this, Jephthah’s troubles were not yet over, for he was provoked into battle
by the jealous tribe of Ephraim (12:4-7). This tragic battle, won by Jephthah, resulted in
the loss of 42,000 Ephraimite troops. It was one of the strangest ever fought, because
many of those troops lost their lives due to their inability to pronounce the word
Shibboleth (Hebrew for “stream”) correctly.

Ninth Judge: Ibzan (Judges 12:8-10)
1. Oppressing nation: unrecorded
2. Length of oppression: unrecorded
3. Years of peace: 7
4. Accomplishments: unrecorded

Tenth Judge: Elon (Judges 12:11, 12)
1. Oppressing nation: unrecorded
2. Length of oppression: unrecorded
3. Years of peace: 10
4. Accomplishments: unrecorded

Eleventh Judge: Abdon (Judges 12:13-15)
1. Opposing nation: unrecorded
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2. Length of oppression: unrecorded
3. Years of peace: 8
4. Accomplishments: unrecorded

Twelfth Judge: Samson (Judges 13-16)

1. Opposing nation: Philistia

2. Length of oppression: 40

3. Years of peace: 20 (16:31)

4. Accomplishments: Prior to Samson’s birth, Israel had been in bondage to the
Philistines for forty years (13:1). Samson’s mother was visited by the Angel of the Lord,
who told her of his future birth (13:2-3). She becomes one of the four biblical women
who received such a pre-birth angelic promise (Sarah, Elizabeth, and Mary). This
heavenly messenger instructed the parents that their child was to be raised a Nazarite
(13:4-5). According to Numbers 6:1-6, the Nazarite had three restrictions placed upon
him: 1). He was not to touch wine, 2). His hair was to remain untouched by a razor, and
3). He must not touch a dead body.

Samson was born and empowered by the Holy Spirit even as he grew up (13:24-25).
He was determined to marry an unbelieving Philistine girl, much to the dismay of his
parents. Already Samson’s fleshly nature was seen coming to the surface. In spite of his
sensuality, God used him for his glory (14:1-4). En route to Philistia Samson killed a lion.
Later he discovered that a swarm of bees had chosen the carcass of the lion to make
honey in. At his wedding feast Samson used this experience as a basis for a riddle
(Judges 14:12-14). The guests eventually (and dishonestly) solved this riddle, getting the
answer from Samson’s bride. He became furious at this and payed his debt to the
wedding guests, but only at the expense of thirty Philistine victims (14:15-19).

Samson later returned only to find that the girl’s father had given his bride to
Samson’s best man! In an act of revenge, he went out and caught three hundred foxes. He
tied their tails together in pairs, and he fastened a torch to each pair of tails. Then he lit
the torches and let the foxes run through the fields of the Philistines. He burned all their
grain to the ground, including the grain still in piles and all that had been bundled. He
also destroyed their grapevines and olive trees. (15:4-5).

He then killed many Philistines (15:8). After this, the Philistines threaten to destroy
the tribe of Judah unless Samson was bound and delivered to them. Samson allowed
himself to be tied up, but as the enemy came in view he broke the ropes, grabed the
jawbone of a donkey, and slaughtered 1,000 Philistines (15:9-17).

At Gaza (one of the five Philistine cities) Samson once again avoided capture, this
time by ripping apart the iron gate of the city (16:1-3). Samson was finally done in by a
Philistine woman named Delilah, who discovered the source of his great strength (16:4-
20). At this point, Samson has violated all three Nazarite vows: 1) He had touched the
carcass of a lion (14:8-9), 2) he had drunk wine (14:10), and 3) he had allowed his hair to
be cut (16:19).

Samson now learned the high cost of low living. “So the Philistines captured him and
gouged out his eyes. They took him to Gaza, where he was bound with bronze chains and
made to grind grain in the prison.” (16:21) In prison he regained his strength as his hair
grew out again. He was then allowed by God to destroy thousands of Philistines who had
gathered in their pagan temple for a festival to their gods. In the following destruction
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Samson himself perished. “So he killed more people when he died than he had during his
entire lifetime.” (16:22-31).

B. A Bloody Butcher (Judges 9)

Abimelech was the son of Gideon by a concubine in Shechem (8:31). He arranged for
the brutal murder of sixty-nine of his seventy half-brothers and was crowned “king” of
his mother’s hometown, Shechem (9:1-5).

Jotham, the half-brother who escaped, related one of the two fables in the Bible (2
Kings 14:9), and directed it at Abimelech, whom he ridiculed as a “thornbush bramble
king.” Note his dripping sarcasm in Judges 9:8-14.

Three years later God stirred up trouble between King Abimelech and the citizens of
Shechem. In the ensuing struggle, Abimelech was killed (9:22-57).

C. An Idol-Worshiping Son (Judges 17-18)
Micah, a thief and idol worshiper, was encouraged by his indulgent mother to “start
his own religion.” He did this by hiring his own personal priest, a Levite from Bethlehem

(17:1-13). This “private priest” was later enticed by the tribe of Dan to become their
official priest (18:1-31).

D. A Cowardly Levite (Judges 19-21)

These three chapters are among the most depressing in all the Bible. The story began
when a Levite and his concubine stopped overnight in Gibeah, a city located in the tribal
territory of Benjamin (19:1-15). The couple stayed with an hospitable old man and that
night his house was surrounded by a group of homosexual men (like Sodom &
Gomorrah) who demanded the Levite come out and partake in their sexual orgy. The
cowardly Levite saved himself by giving his concubine over to this mob. By morning
time these men had sexually murdered her (19:16-27).

In a strange turn of events, the Levite cut her dead body into twelve pieces, and sent a
bloody chunk to each tribe in Israel (19:28-29). Israel was enraged at this sexual crime
and gathered an army of 400,000 troops to punish the guilty men of Gibeah (19:30-
20:11).

The citizens of Benjamin, however, refused to surrender the criminals and a civil war
broke out. After an especially bloody three-battle war in which Israel lost 40,000 men,
Benjamin was defeated. When the body “dead count” was in, only 600 out of some
26,000 soldiers of Benjamin were left alive. A sobered and saddened Israel then provided

wives for these 600, lest the very name of Benjamin disappear from the face of the earth
(20:12-21:25).

E. A Moabite Girl (Ruth 1-4)
During an intense famine, a Bethlehem citizen named Elimelech (“God is King”), his
wife Naomi (“the sweet one”) and their two sons, Mahlon (“sick” and Chilion (“pining”)
leave Palestine and go into Moab (Ruth 1:1-2). Their two sons married, but soon tragedy
struck, for at first the father died, and then both sons died, leaving three saddened widows
(1:3-5).

At this heartbreaking turn of events, Naomi decided to return to Israel and was

accompanied by her older daughter-in-law, Ruth. Naomi attempted to persuade Ruth to
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go back to her own home, but Ruth would budge. Ruth’s answer must be counted as one
of the most beautiful statements of the Bible: “But Ruth replied, ‘Don’t ask me to leave
you and turn back. I will go wherever you go and live wherever you live. Your people will
be my people, and your God will be my God. I will die where you die and will be buried
there. May the Lord punish me severely if I allow anything but death to separate us!’”
(Ruth 1:16-17) Ruth and Naomi begin their difficult trip, walking nearly 100 miles and
crossing mountains a mile high. Upon their return, a disillusioned Naomi instructed her
old neighbors to call her “Mara,” which means, “bitter,” and not Naomi (1:20-22)

In an attempt to provide for both her and her mother-in-law, Ruth went out to glean
wheat and, in the providence of God, picked a field belonging to Boaz, a near relative of
Elimelech (2:1-3). Boaz was the son of the ex-harlot, Rahab (Matthew 1:5). Boaz saw
her, and apparently fell in love with her. He treated her kindly and ordered his hired
hands to do the same (2:15-16). After only one day’s labor, Ruth brought home thirty
pounds of barley and reported the kindness of Boaz to Naomi, who immediately began
planning a wedding (2:19-23).

Naomi sent Ruth to Boaz with instructions for her lie down at his feet. According to
Hebrew law, Ruth was entitled to call upon her nearest of kin to fulfill the various duties
of a kinsman-redeemer. From this point on, Boaz took the necessary steps to marry Ruth.
This custom is still practiced to some extent among the Arabs today. Boaz then explained
to Ruth why he had not proposed marriage to her before this time: “There is a kinsman
nearer than I (3:12). At this, Ruth returned home to Naomi with a full report.

Boaz called a city council meeting to determine whether the nearest kinsman (who
may have been a brother to Elimelech) wanted to assume his obligations (4:1-4). Boaz’s
heart must have sank when the man said, “7 will redeem it” (4:4). Boaz continued the
meeting, saying: “Of course, your purchase of the land from Naomi also requires that
you marry Ruth, the Moabite widow. That way, she can have children who will carry on
her husband’s name and keep the land in the family.” (4:5).

With a great sigh of relief, and no doubt a silent prayer of thanksgiving to God, Boaz
heared the nearest kinsman conclude: “‘Then I can’t redeem it,’ the family redeemer
replied, ‘because this might endanger my own estate. You redeem the land; I cannot do
it.”” (4:6). With the issue was no longer in doubt, Boaz could now marry Ruth. To
confirm this decision, the man took off his shoe. It was the custom at that time in Israel
for a man transferring a right of purchase to pull off his sandal and hand it to the other
party. This publicly validated the transaction (4:7-10).

In time, God gave Boaz and Ruth a son named Obed. Obed grew up and had a boy
named Jesse, who in turn had a son called David. Thus, a Moabite girl who was once a
pagan became the great-grandmother of King David, and was included in the genealogy
of the Lord Jesus Christ (Matthew 1:5). This story stands next to the story of Rahab as an
example of the amazing grace of God.

F. A Dedicated Mother (1 Samuel 1-2)

The story of Samuel began when Hannah, his barren mother, stood weeping and
praying at the altar in Shiloh (1 Samuel 1:9-18). Part of Hannah’s sorrow was due to
constant ridicule from her husband’s other wife, Peninnah (1:6). Hannah vowed that if a
son was given to her, she would raise him as a Nazarite. Thus, Samuel, would become
one of the three Nazarites mentioned in the Bible (the other two were Samson and John
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the Baptist). In her agony, Hannah moved her lips, but made no audible sound—which
caused Eli, the high priest, to conclude that she is drunk (1:12-13).

Upon being rebuked for this supposed drunkenness, Hannah immediately denied the
charge and shared with Eli the true nature of her heartache. Eli reassured her that God
will indeed answer her prayer (1:14-18).

In the course of time God did “remember” Hannah with a son whom she called
Samuel. When he was weaned (probably at two or three years of age) Hannah brought
him to Eli to dedicate him to God (1:26-28).

After the dedication, Hannah utters a beautiful song of praise which appears to be the
basis of Mary’s song found in Luke 1:46-55. (2:1-11)

G. An Undisciplined Priest (1 Samuel 2-4)

A sad note is now introduced concerning the priestly sons of Eli: 1) They were
unredeemed (2:12), 2) they regarded Belial as the true God (2:12), 3) they stole the
offerings from God (2:14), 4) they bullied the people of God (2:14), 5) they committed
adultery right in the tabernacle (2:22), and 6) they caused God’s people to sin (2:17).

Eli attempted to correct this by a weak “slap on the wrist,” but his wicked sons
remain unmoved and unrepentant (2:22-25). Eli was further warned by an unnamed
prophet of God concerning the following: 1) That his two wicked sons would both die on
the same day (2:34), and 2) that God would raise up a faithful priest to replace them
(2:35).

God revealed himself to Samuel one night as the boy lay in his bed in the Temple.
The bulk of this divine message was the future judgment of Eli’s household. The next
morning a reluctant Samuel related all this to Eli (3:1-18).

Samuel was thenelevated by God to the office of a prophet (3:19-21). After this,
Israel was soundly defeated by the Philistines. During the battle, the Ark of the Covenant
was captured, and Eli’s two sons, Hophni and Phinehas, were killed (4:1-11). The tragic
news was brought back to Shiloh, which resulted in the death of Eli and the total despair
of his daughter-in-law (4:14, 18-22).

H. A Few Frustrated Philistines (1 Samuel 5-6)

The captured Ark of the Covenant proved a curse among the Philistines wherever it
was taken. At Ashdod, it destroyed the statue of the idol god Dagon and gave the people
boils (5:1-7). At Gath it brought destruction and similar boils (5:8-9). And at Ekron it
brought great fear and more boils (5:10).

The ark wa then placed by the Philistines on a wooden cart hitched to two cows. On
this cart were also placed five golden rats and tumors the Philistines had made (6:1-11).
The ark was carried to an Israelite town called Beth-Shemesh, where it was first received
with great rejoicing, but later brought great sorrow, for some foolish men looked into the
ark and caused a divine punishment from God (6:12-19).

From Beth-shemesh, the ark was taken to another Israelite town named Kirjath-
Jearim. Here it remained for twenty years (7:1-2).

I. A Circuit-Riding Preacher (1 Samuel 7)
At this time the great prophet and priest Samuel gathered all of Israel at Mizpeh for a
great battle (7:3-6). When the Philistines heard of this gathering, they mobilized their
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armies and prepared to attack. But at Samuel’s cry, God stepped in and utterly defeated
the Philistines (7:7-14).

“So the Philistines were subdued and didn’t invade Israel again for a long time. And
throughout Samuel’s lifetime, the Lord’s powerful hand was raised against the
Philistines. The Israelite towns near Ekron and Gath that the Philistines had captured
were restored to Israel, along with the rest of the territory that the Philistines had taken.
And there was also peace between Israel and the Amorites in those days. Samuel
continued as Israel’s judge for the rest of his life. Each year he traveled around, setting
up his court first at Bethel, then at Gilgal, and then at Mizpah. He judged the people of
Israel at each of these places. Then he would return to his home at Ramah, and he would
hear cases there, too. And Samuel built an altar to the Lord at Ramah.” (7:13-17).

“Israel’s Dark Ages”
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“Stage Six: The United Kingdom Stage”

Bible Survey—Sonrise Seminary

“But the people refused to listen to Samuel’s warning. ‘Even so, we still want a king, they said.

‘We want to be like the nations around us. Our king will judge us and lead us into battle.’”
— 1 Samuel 8:19-20 (NLT)

I. Date: 1,045 - 931 BC

II. The Main Action:
* Israel’s First Three Kings
* Israel’s Songs & Wisdom
* Israel’s Highest Splendor

III. The Main Actors:
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V. The Main Accounts:
This stage, covering a period of approximately 120 years, records the history of Israel’s
first three kings. Each ruled for forty years. The kings are Saul, David, and Solomon.
Most of Israel’s beautiful songs and words of wisdom were composed during this period.
These would include: Psalms, Proverbs, Song of Solomon, and Ecclesiastes.
The period begins with the selection of a ruler (Saul) and ends with the rejection of
another ruler (Rehoboam). A heathen city (Jebus) becomes the Holy City (Jerusalem).

A. The Kings of This Stage:
1. Saul: Israel’s First King

The Selection of Saul (1 Samuel 8:1-12:25)

Israel’s elders gather at Ramah and demand that Samuel give them a king (8:3-
20). Samuel was displeased and listed the many disadvantages of having a king (8:11-
18). God informed Samuel of his decision to give Israel a king and that he could
expect the new leader at his doorstep in twenty-four hours (9:16).

The next day Saul unknowingly fulfilled this prophecy by seeking Samuel’s help
in locating some lost animals (9:18-20).

Saul was privately anointed by Samuel at Ramah (10:1), but publicly acclaimed
by Samuel at Mizpeh (10:24). At this stage Saul appears to be a very humble man. He
felt he was unworthy of being king (9:21) and actually had to be brought out of hiding
when Samuel officially proclaimed him king (10:21).

Following his inaugural service, Saul returned to his farm in Gibeah (10:26). He
later raised an army of 330,000 to rescue a surrounded Israelite city called Jabesh-
Gilead from a cruel enemy and thus establishes his ability to lead the kingdom (11:8-
15). This city will play an important roll in Saul’s death.

Samuel then gathered Israel to Gilgal, and there delivered his final recorded
sermon to the people. He warned both people and their king of the foolishness of
disobeying God (12:25). God emphasized this warning by the miracle of thunder and
rain (12:18).

The Rejection of Saul (1 Samuel 13:1-15:9)

This rejection was caused by Saul for the following three actions:

1) He offered the sacrifice of a priest (13:9), 2) He ordered the death of his own
son (Saul had foolishly ordered no food to be eaten by his troops until the Philistines
were defeated. Jonathan, his son, unaware of the command, ate some honey. The
people, however, refused to let Saul carry out his foolish law and thus saved Jonathan
(14:45). God saved Israel that day in spite of Saul’s foolishness), and 3) He opposed
the command of God to destroy a pagan named Agag and his city (15:9).

This event was significant for two reasons: 1) It marked the total rejection of Saul
by God (15:11), and 2) it illustrated a great biblical principle. When Saul lamely
excused his actions in not killing the animals as instructed, but in saving them for
sacrificial reason, he heard the stem rebuke of Samuel: “But Samuel replied, ‘What
was more pleasing to the Lord: your burnt offerings and sacrifices or your obedience
to his voice? Obedience was far better than sacrifice. Listening to him was much
better than offering the fat of rams. Rebellion was as bad as the sin of witchcraft, and
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stubbornness was as bad as worshiping idols. So because you have rejected the word
of the Lord, he has rejected you from being king.’” 1 Samuel 15:22, 23

In other words, it was better to obey than to sacrifice (for sins) because when one
obeys God in the first place, he need not offer a sacrifice. This was the last meeting
between Saul and Samuel until Samuel died (15:35).

2. David: Israel’s Finest King

David the Shepherd Boy (1 Samuel 16:1-13)

Samuel was instructed to visit the house of Jesse in Bethlehem and anoint one of
his eight sons as King of Israel. He was furthermore admonished to, “Don 't judge by
his appearance or height, for I have rejected him. The Lord doesn’t make decisions
the way you do! People judge by outward appearance, but the Lord looks at a
person’s thoughts and intentions.” (16:6-7). After God rejected the first seven sons,
David was called from the sheep pasture and anointed by Samuel (16:11-13).

David the Singer (1 Samuel 16:14-23)

King Saul was from this point on troubled by an evil spirit. The fame of David’s
skill as an accomplished harpist caused Saul to issue a “command performance,” and
David readily agreed. David’s beautiful music helped the troubled Saul.

David the Soldier (1 Samuel 17)

Jesse sent David with some food for his brothers who were soldiers in Saul’s
army. At this time, Israel was engaged in a battle with the Philistines. Upon arriving,
David viewed the giant Philistine warrior who had for forty days (17:16) boldly
insulted the armies of Israel and their God, taunting them to send forth a soldier to do
battle with him and thus determine the war. The giant’s name was Goliath; he was
over nine feet high. He wore a bronze helmet, a 125-pound coat of mail, bronze
leggings, and carried a bronze javelin several inches thick, tipped with a 15 pound
iron spearhead. David accepted this challenge and armed with only the sling of a
shepherd, killed the giant with a stone which he hurled into his forehead.

David the Sought Out (1 Samuel 18-31)

David now began his lifelong friendship with Jonathan, Saul’s son (18:1-4).
Because of his victory against Goliath he was made commander-in-chief of Saul’s
armies (18:5). He received the praise of the Israelite women for slaying Goliath (18:6-
7), but in doing so received the anger of Saul, for the women sang concerning how
Saul had slain his thousands, but David his ten thousands. Apparently the Philistines
would also later hear of this song. (21:11; 29:5.)

Because of this he incurred the wrath of Saul (18:8) and Saul made his first
attempt to kill David (18:11). He was demoted from general to a captain in Saul’s
armies (18:13).

Saul attempted to have the Philistines kill David, by falsely promising his
daughter to wife for defeating the enemy (18:19). Saul then promised his second
daughter, Michal, to David if he could kill 100 Philistines. David went out and killed
200. As a result, David married his first of many wives, Michal (18:20-28).
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Saul attempted to kill him again with a javelin (19:10), but David escaped by
being lowered down through his own bedroom window with the help of Michal
(19:12). David went to Ramah and reported all this to Samuel (19:18).

Jonathan warned David of Saul’s renewed efforts to kill him (20:18-22, 35-42), so
David went to Nob and (after lying about the nature of his visit) received bread and a
sword from Ahimelech, the high priest (21:1-9). He then went to the Philistine city of
Gath and faked insanity before King Achish (21:10-15).

David makes the Cave of Adullam his headquarters and began gathering his
“outlaw army.” This army at first totaled 400 men (22:1-2). During this period three
of his mighty men slipped through enemy lines to bring David the drink of water
from the well in Bethlehem he had so longed for. David was so impressed that he
refused to drink it, but poured it out as an offering to God (1 Chronicles 11:16-19).

David went to Moab, but was ordered back to Judah through the mouth of Gad,
the prophet of the Lord (22:3-5). God had already gone to the trouble of bringing
David’s great grandmother from Moab into Judah. (Ruth 1.)

A vicious Edomite named Doeg betrayed Ahimelech to Saul, and the insane king
ordered the slaughter of eighty-five priests at Nob simply because Ahimelech had
offered some bread to David (22:12-19). David received Abiathar, one of
Ahimelech’s sons, who alone had escaped Saul’s bloody slaughter of the priests at
Nob (22:20-23).

David saved the Israelite city of Keilah from the Philistines (23:5), and he then
was warned by God to flee the city, for the citizens were preparing to hand him over
to Saul (23:10-12). By this time David had an army of 600 men (23:13).

Jonathan and David met in the woods of Ziph and renewed their friendship
(23:16-18). Saul surrounded David in the wilderness of Maon, but upon hearing the
report of a Philistine invasion, was forced to leave before capturing him (23:26-28).

David spared Saul’s life in a cave in the wilderness of En-Gedi, by cutting off a
piece of Saul’s coat when he could have sliced off his head (24:1-15). However,
David’s heart was immediately pierced or this act of disrespect (24:5). Saul
acknowledged both his stupidity and the fact that he knew God had chosen David to
rule Israel (24:16-22).

David marries his second wife, Abigail. She was the widow of an arrogant and
rich Judean sheepherder who had refused to help David in his time of need and for
this reason was slain by the Lord ten days later (25:1-42). Just prior to this, Samuel
had died and was buried at Ramabh.

David married his third wife, Ahinoam (25:43). His first wife, Michal, had been
given by Saul to another man (25:44). Ahinoam would later give birth to Amnon (2
Samuel 3:2).

David spared Saul’s life the second time on a hillside in the wilderness of Ziph.
To prove this to Saul, he ordered one of his men to take the spear and water canteen
while the king was sleeping (26:1-16). Saul once again acknowledged his wickedness
and promised to stop seeking David’s life (26:17-24).

David moved back to the Philistine city of Ziklag (1 Samuel 27:1) and completed
his army of mighty men. These men were known for their strength and their spiritual
perception (1 Chronicles 12:2, 8, 18)
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During this time, a period of sixteen months, David carried out numerous
plundering raids upon various non-Israelite cities, but convinced the Philistine king,
Achish, that the cities were Israelite ones. (27:8-12.)

Saul visited the witch of Endor in a desperate attempt to call up Samuel from the
dead in order to receive advice concerning a fearful Philistine military threat (28:1-
11). Samuel appeared, apart, however, from any actions of the evil witch, and
predicted Saul’s defeat and death on the battlefield the following day (28:12-25).

David volunteered to join the Philistines as they marched to fight with Israel at
Jezreel. But he was not fully trusted by the Philistine leaders and his offer was refused
(29:1-11). David avenges the sudden destruction of his adopted Philistine city Ziklag
by totally slaughtering the guilty Amalekites (30:1-18).

After this successful battle, David institutes an important statute and ordinance in
Israel, which reads: “We share and share alike—those who go to battle and those
who guard the equipment.” (30:21-25).

Saul was defeated by the Philistines and was sorely wounded. He fell upon his
sword to avoid torture at the hands of the enemy. His sons, including Jonathan, were
also killed in battle (31:1-7).

David the Sovereign King (2 Samuel 1-10; 1 Chronicles 11-19)

David heard the news of the death of Saul and Jonathan and grieved for them in
Ziklag (1:1-27). He ordered the execution of an Amalekite soldier who attempted to
take the credit for Saul’s death.

At God’s command, he returned to Palestine and was anointed at Hebron by the
men of Judah as their king. This was his second anointing (2:1-4). David was now
around thirty and he would rule over Judah for the next seven and a half years (5:5).

In response, Abner, Saul’s general, made Ishbosheth, Saul’s son, king over the
eleven tribes (2:8-10). Joab arranged a meeting with Abner and murdered many of his
men. Abner was forced to kill Joab’s brother, Asahel in self-defense (2:18-23).

After a long war between Saul’s house and David’s house, Abner broke with
Ishbosheth and attempted to negotiate with David (3:1, 21). David agreed to
cooperate. Joab hears of this and murdered Abner (3:30).

At this time David got Michal, his first wife, back. He then married four more
women, for a total of seven wives, while in Hebron (3:2-5; 1 Chronicles 3:1-4). It was
in Hebron that four (of his many) children were born who later brought sorrow to his
life. They were: 1) Amnon, who raped his half-sister Tamar (13:1-14), 2) Tamar
(13:1), 3) Absalom, who killed Amnon for this and later led a revolt against the king
himself (13:28; 15:13-14), and 4) Adonijah, who later attempted to steal David’s
throne while the old king lay dying (1 Kings 1).

David learned of and bitterly lamented the brutal murder of Abner (Saul’s ex-
captain) by Joab (David’s captain) (3:31-39). David never forgot this vicious act of
revenge done by Joab to Abner. Nor did Joab stop here, for the king’s loved (and
prodigal) son, Absalom, was later murdered by Joab (18:14). The viciousness of this
crime was intensified in that it was done in Hebron, a city of refuge (Josh. 21:13). In
such a city not even the avenger of blood could slay the murderer without a trial
(Numbers 35:22-25). Joab probably murdered Abner for two reasons: 1) To avenge
the slaying of his brother Asahel (2:23) by Abner. However, Abner had done this only
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in self-defense, and 2) to protect his own position as commander-in-chief of David’s
armies. Joab was the son of David’s half-sister, Zeruiah (1 Chronicles 2:16; 2 Samuel
17:25) and was therefore his nephew.

David avenged the murder of Ishbosheth, Saul’s fourth son, by executing his two
murderers (4:9-12). This was a major turning point, for after the death of Ishbosheth,
nothing could stop David from having the kingdom of Israel. Much blood had now
been shed to purchase David’s throne. Death had claimed eighty-five priests, Saul,
Jonathan, an Amalekite, Asahel, many Israelite soldiers, Abner, Ishbosheth, and two
captains. David was indeed a bloody man. (1 Chronicles 22:8.)

David was anointed king over all Israel at Hebron. This marked his third
anointing. It was a fantastic three-day celebration with nearly 400,000 honor troops
from the twelve tribes of Israel taking part (5:1-5; 1 Chronicles 12:23-40). Especially
helpful must have been those soldiers from the tribe of Issachar, for we are told: “All
these men understood the signs of the times and knew the best course for Israel to
take.” (1 Chronicles 12:32).

David then captured Jerusalem and made it his permanent capital. He enlarged his
kingdom, hired Hiram, the King of Tyre, to build him a palace, and married more
wives and concubines (5:6-16). He was victorious over the Philistines twice during
this time. Both victories were at the hand of God (5:17-25).

David brought the Ark of the Covenant (6:1-19; 1 Chronicles 13:1-14) into his
new city. His method of carrying the ark (in a new cart) displeased God, resulting in
the death of a man called Uzzah, and brought a three-month delay (6:3, 7, 11).
Finally, with much shouting, singing, and making of music, the ark entered the city.

David then appointed some of the Levites to “minister before the ark of the Lord,
and to record, and to thank and praise the Lord God of Israel” (1 Chronicles 16:4;
25:7). This choir, numbering 288, was to do nothing but praise and thank the Lord. At
this time David now delivered his first recorded Psalm (1 Chronicles 16:7-36). Upon
returning home, he was severely rebuked for all this “religious emotional nonsense”
by his wife Michal (6:20-23).

David desired to build a temple, but this request was not allowed by God (7:17; 1
Chronicles 17:4). However, he was given the Davidic Covenant from God (7:8-17).
This all-important covenant stated: 1) David was to have a child, yet to be born, who
will succeed him and establish his kingdom, 2) this son (Solomon) would build the
Temple instead of David, 3) the throne of his kingdom would be established forever,
4) the throne would not be taken away from him (Solomon) even though his sins
would justify punishment, and 5) David’s house, throne, and kingdom would be
established forever. (Luke 1:28-33, 68-75; Acts 15:13-18.) He responded to this by
offering a beautiful prayer of thanksgiving (2 Samuel 7:18-29).

David now consolidated his kingdom by defeating in rapid succession the
Philistines the Moabites, the Syrians, and the Edomites (8:1-14). He sought out and
showed kindness to Mephibosheth, Jonathan’s lame son (9:1-13). In an act of
stupidity, the Ammonites spurned his act of kindness by humiliating his ambassadors
and were severely punished for this (10:1-19).
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David the Sinner (2 Samuel 11)

The indulgent king lusted after and had sex with Bathsheba, the wife of Uriah—
one of his soldiers. Bathsheba became pregnant and reported this to David. Uriah was
hurriedly called home from the battlefield under a pretext that he might visit his wife
and thus later believe that the unborn child would be his, but Uriah refused to
cooperate (out of honor for his men).

In an act of desperation, David sent him back with a sealed letter to Joab to
arrange for his death in battle. Once Uriah was killed David married Bathsheba.

David the Sorrowful (2 Samuel 12-31; 1 Chronicles 20-21)

After Bathsheba’s child was born, Nathan the prophet related to David a story of
how a rich farmer who owned thousands of sheep stole a little pet lamb from a poor
farmer—his only one—butchered and ate it (12:1-4). David’s anger knew no limit and
he vowed that the cruel rich man would pay back fourfold for his sin (12:5-6).

Nathan then boldly pointed out to David that he, the king, was that man. In
response to God’s confrontation, David confessed his sin and repented (12:13). God
forgave David, but required him to pay back fourfold, the same price the king would
have made the rich man pay. Seven days after David’s confession, the first
installment came due, for the child died (12:18). David accepted this by faith,
believing he would someday see the child again (12:23).

Sometime later, Solomon was born to David and Bathsheba (12:24). David fought
his last recorded battle against an outside enemy and defeated Rabbah, the capital city
of Ammon (12:29).

David’s son, Amnon, lusted after and eventually raped his own half-sister, Tamar.
The second installment on David’s debt had come due (13:14). Absalom, the full
brother of Tamar, began plotting the murder of Amnon and killed him two years later.
This was installment number three (13:29). Absalom fled into the desert and stayed
with his grandfather for three years (13:38). To get Absalom back Joab employed a
crafty woman from Tekoa to trick David into permitting Absalom to return to
Jerusalem. Absalom returned, but was refused an audience with his father for two
years. Finally, after Absalom burned a barley field to get attention, David agreed to
see him (14:33).

Absalom began planning a revolt against his father, and after four years, he was
ready, and instigated the plot in Hebron (15:12). The rebellion gathered strength and
David was forced to leave Jerusalem. God had now exacted the fourth installment
(15:14). David was accompanied into the wilderness by Ittai (a foreign guest who,
along with his 600 soldiers, sided in with him) (15:18-22). Abiathar and Zadok also
accompanied him. However, David ordered these joint high priests back to Jerusalem.
They returned, carrying God’s ark with them (15:24-29). David walked up the road to
the Mount of Olives and wept (15:30).

Upon learning that his advisor Ahithophel has joined Absalom’s rebellion, the
king prays, “O Lord, let Ahithophel give Absalom foolish advice!” (15:31).

David then ordered another advisor, Hushai, also to pretend to sell out to
Absalom, that he might frustrate and counter Ahithophel’s advice (15:34). Absalom
listened to both counselors. Ahithophel advises an immediate frontal attack, before
David could muster his forces. Hushai, however, appealed to the vain pride of
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Absalom by suggesting that they wait until a larger army could be raised and that
Absalom himself lead the attack. This inferior advice was heeded and Ahithophel
went home and hanged himself (17:1-23).

David the met Ziba, the manager of Mephibosheth’s household, who brought him
food, but who lied about his master to profit for himself (16:1-4). David was cursed
out and had stones thrown at him by Shimei, a member of Saul’s family (2 Samuel
16:5-8). In spite of this, David refused to order his execution (16:10-12).

Absalom entered Jerusalem and slept with David’s concubines in plain sight of all
of the city (16:22).

David was warmly greeted by Shobi (an Ammonite), and others, who offered him
mats to sleep upon and food to eat (2 Samuel 17:27-30). Out of loving concern,
David’s armies refused to allow him into the battle with Absalom (2 Samuel 18:3).

He sent his troops into battle in the woods of Ephraim, but ordered the life of
Absalom to be spared (18:5-6). Absalom’s fresh soldiers were no match for David’s
seasoned troops and they quickly lost 20,000 men and the entire battle (18:7).

Absalom attempted to escape, but his long hair was caught in some underbrush
and killed by Joab (18:14). David learned of Absalom’s death at Joab’s hand and
grieved over his dead son (18:33; 19:1-4). Joab severely rebuked him for this as it
might discourage the troops (19:5-7).

David began his trip back to Jerusalem and promised to appoint his nephew
Amasa as head of his armies if Amasa could get the people of Judah to back his
return to power (19:13-14).

He spared the life of Shimei, who fell at his feet at the river Jordan and begged
forgiveness (19:23). He met Mephibosheth and heared why his lame friend did not
join him in the wilderness (19:24-30). He meets Barzillai, who had befriended him in
the wilderness, and inviteed the old man to accompany him to Jerusalem and live
there (19:34-37).

Upon crossing Jordan River, David was confronted with yet another rebellion,
this one led by Sheba, a Benjaminite. Ten tribes now deserted David. Only Judah and
Benjamin remained loyal (20:1-3). David instructed Joab to crush this revolt. Joab did
this at a city called Abel, but prior to this, Joab brutally murdered Amasa, thus
eliminating a dangerous rival (20:6-22).

David once again returned to Jerusalem—a sadder and wiser man. He would have
more troubles later, but they would not include wars and rebellions. He payment was
now complete for his sin-debt with Bathsheba.

David the Statesman (2 Samuel 21:1-14)

A three-year plague from God had settled down upon Israel. David was told it
was because of the bloody house of Saul in the past when he killed the Gibeonites. In
Joshua 9, Israel had made a covenant with the Gibeonites—that they would not be
harmed. This sin was now being punished.

David negotiated with the Gibeonite leaders, and they determine that justice could
be done only by allowing them to execute seven of Saul’s sons. This was done and
the plague was stayed.
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David the Statistician (2 Samuel 24)

David succumbed to the temptation of Satan and numbered Israel (1 Chronicles
21:1-6). He later repented of this and was offered by God one of three kinds of
punishment: 1) Seven years of famine, 2) to flee ninety days before his enemies, or 3)
a three-day pestilence. David chose the third (24:15). As a result, 70,000 men died.
The plague was stopped by David at a threshing floor as he pleaded with God’s Angel
of Death. (24:15-25).

David the Spiritual Sponsor (1 Chronicles 22-29)

David was now nearly seventy. When he was thirty-seven, he determined to build
the Temple for God, but was forbidden by the Lord to do so (22:7-8). The old king is,
however, allowed to lead in the preparations for the Temple which Solomon would
later construct (22:5-10). David then called a special dedication service and handed
over the Temple blueprints of the Temple to Solomon—the plans he received directly
from God’s hand (28:19).

He personally contributed to the work of an offering totaling 85 million dollars of
gold and 20 million dollars of silver (29:4). His action immediately prompted Israel’s
leaders to pledge $145 million in gold, $50 thousand in foreign currency, $30 million
in silver, 800 tons of bronze, and 4,600 tons of silver, in addition to great amounts of
jewelry (29:6-7). The total of David’s preparation must have exceeded $200 million.

He then offered one of the most beautiful prayers in all the Bible (29:10-19).

This dedication service ended with a massive sacrificial service, which included a
thousand young bulls, a thousand rams, and a thousand lambs, all offered up as burnt
offerings (29:21).

David the Scribe (Psalms)
Of the 150 Psalms, David wrote seventy-seven.

3. Solomon: Israel’s Fabulous King

His Triumph Over His Enemies (1 Kings 1:1-2:46)

While David was on his deathbed, his oldest living son, Adonijah, attempted to
steal the throne from his half-brother, Solomon. He was supported by Joab and
Abiathar (1:7). Solomon, however, was supported by Nathan, the Prophet; Bathsheba,
his mother; Zadok, the high priest; and Benaiah, one of David’s mighty men of old
(1:8-11). Bathsheba visited her dying husband, and arranged for Solomon to be
anointed by Zadok (1:39). Adonijah was placed on probation, but later executed when
he made a power play for the throne by attempting to marry Abishag, who had been
David’s last concubine (1:3; 2:17-25).

Because of his faithfulness to David, Abiathar was allowed to live but was
banished from the priesthood (2:26-27).

Joab, the bloody general, was finally executed, not only for his part in Adonijah’s
rebellion, but for many past crimes which included the murders of Abner and Amasa
(2:28-34).

Shimei, like Adonijah, was for a while placed on parole, but he broke this trust
and suffered the death penalty for it. At the execution of Shimei, David’s dying
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request has been fulfilled by Solomon, for he had asked that justice be done to both
Joab and Shimei (2:36-46).

His Talent From God (1 Kings 3:4-28)

Solomon was visited by the Lord in a dream while in Gideon to make a sacrifice.
God told him he could have anything he desired and the new king asked for wisdom
(3:6-9).

When he returned to Jerusalem, he was immediately confronted with a situation
which tested his newly acquired wisdom. Two prostitute mothers approached him
concerning two babies, one dead and the other living. Both mothers claimed the
living one as theirs. Solomon suggested he divide the living child with a sword and
give half to each woman. The real mother, of course, was horrified at this, and thus
her true identity was revealed (3:16-28).

His Total Reign Over All Israel (1 Kings 4:1-34)

Solomon’s reign at this time was the splendor of Israel’s entire history. Solomon
ruled “over all kingdoms” in the Holy Land area (4:21) and brought peace to the
entire land of Israel (4:24). Judah and Israel dwelt safely, “every man under his vine”
(4:25). This will happen once again during Christ’s earthly reign (Jeremiah 23:6;
Micah 4:4; Zechariah 3:10).

His Temple of Worship (1 Kings 5-8; 2 Chronicles 2-7)

The preparation for the Temple was begun in May during Solomon’s fourth year
on the throne and completed in November of his eleventh year—-making a total of
seven years (6:38). It was exactly twice the size of Moses’ tabernacle, ninety feet
long, thirty feet wide, and forty-five feet high. (Compare with Ex. 26:16,18.) It was
built by the partial slave labor project instituted by Solomon, which consisted of
100,000 Israelites, 80,000 stone cutters, and 3,600 foremen. The floors and walls
were made of-stone covered with cedar and overlaid with gold (6:16-22). It was built
without the sound of hammer, axe, or any other tool (6:7).

The dedication for the Temple was an opportunity for Solomon to review the
circumstances which led up to this thankful day (8:12-21; 2 Chronicles 6-1-11).

Solomon prayed that the influence of the Temple would extend itself over
believers and non-believers alike. (8:22-53; 2 Chronicles 6:12-42)

“When Solomon finished praying, fire flashed down from heaven and burned up
the burnt offerings and sacrifices, and the glorious presence of the LORD filled the
Temple. The priests could not enter the Temple of the LORD because the glorious
presence of the LORD filled it. When all the people of Israel saw the fire coming
down and the glorious presence of the LORD filling the Temple, they fell face down
on the ground and worshiped and praised the LORD, saying, ‘He is good! His faithful
love endures forever!’” (2 Chronicles 7:1-3)

Solomon’s offering, consisting of 120,000 sheep and 22,000 oxen, was the largest
in the Bible, and perhaps of all time (8:62-66; 2 Chronicles 7:4-10).
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His Treasury Of Riches

Solomon had 700 wives and 300 concubines (1 Kings 11:3). He had amazing
quantities of gold. From King Hiram he received three and a half million (9:14), from
his navy, 420 talents of gold (9:27-28), from the Queen of Sheba, three and a half
million (10:10), and from yearly taxes and revenue, upwards of 20 million (10:14)

He owned 40,000 horses (4:26), and 1,400 chariots (10:26). He commanded
12,000 cavalrymen (10:26), and owned an extensive fleet of ships (9:26-28; 10:22; 2
Chronicles 8:17-18).

Although God’s Temple was beautiful, Solomon’s own home took twice as long
to build (1 Kings 9:10). He built a huge ivory throne and overlaid it with pure gold. It
had six steps and a rounded back with arm rests. It was surrounded by twelve lions,
two resting on each step (10:18-20).

His Testimony Throughout the Land (1 Kings 4:29-34; 10:1-13)

The Queen of Sheba (Arabia) came to see for herself the riches of Solomon and
also to test his universally famed wisdom. She entered Jerusalem a skeptic, but left
with this testimony: “Everything I heard in my country about your achievements and
wisdom is true! I didn’t believe what was said until I arrived here and saw it with my
own eyes. In fact, I had not heard the half of it! Your wisdom and prosperity are far
beyond what I was told. How happy your people must be! What a privilege for your
officials to stand here day after day, listening to your wisdom! Praise the LORD your
God, who delights in you and has placed you on the throne of Israel. Because of the
LORD'’s eternal love for Israel, he has made you king so you can rule with justice and
righteousness.” (1 Kings 10:6-9).

Solomon’s wisdom is recorded in matters of: law (1 Kings 3:28), administration
(1 Kings 4:29; 5:12), poetry (1 Kings 4:32), natural science (1 Kings 4:33),
architecture and engineering (1 Kings 5:1-7; 9:15-22), commercial enterprise (1
Kings 9:26-10:29), philosophy (Ecclesiastes 2:3), and horticulture (Ecclesiastes 2:5)

His Sins Against God

Solomon was warned against sinning by both David (1 Chronicles 22:13, 1 Kings
2:3) and by God (1 Kings 3:14, 9:6-7, 11:11). God had written four hundred years
earlier through Moses about the prohibitions of a King (Deuteronomy 17:14-17)
Solomon disobeyed in all three areas that had been prohibited by Moses: 1) He had
much gold and silver (1 Kings 10:14-27), 2) he owned thousands of horses (1 Kings
4:26), and 3) he gathered hundreds of wives and concubines (1 Kings 11:3).

Solomon’s sins resulted in trouble both during the end of his reign (11:14-25) and
after his death (11:9-13, 26-40).

B. The Writings of This Stage:
1. The Book of Psalms

Of all the books in the Old Testament the Book of Psalms most vividly represents
the faith of the Lord’s people. The Psalms are the inspired responses of human hearts
to God’s revelation of Himself in law, history, and prophecy. Believers of all ages
have used this collection of prayers and praises in their public and private worship.

Bible Survey—Lesson Six: “Stage Six: The United Kingdom Stage” 11



2. The Book of Proverbs

The Book of Proverbs is a book of moral and ethical instructions, dealing with
many aspects of life. The teachings in this book guide its readers in how to lead wise,
godly lives and how to avoid the pitfalls of unwise, ungodly conduct.

It has a broad, timeless appeal because of its great variety of subjects and their
relevance to everyday life. Proper and improper attitudes, conduct, and characteristics
are referred to repeatedly and in succinct, penetrating ways. Proverbs is God’s book
on “how to wise up and live.” It is His treasure book of wisdom.

3. The Book of Ecclesiastes

There can be little doubt about the theme of Ecclesiastes; it is announced both at
the beginning (1:2) and the end (12:8) of the book and is often echoed throughout.
The author (“the Teacher”) declared that everything is “meaningless” or “vanity.”
This includes work (1:14; 2:11, 17; 4:4, 7-8), wisdom (2:15), righteousness (8:14),
wealth (2:26; 5:10; 6:2), prestige (4:16), pleasure (2:1-2), youthful vigor (11:10), life
(6:12; 7:15; 9:9), and even the future after death (11:8).

The word hebel, translated “meaningless,” elsewhere refers concretely to a breath,
a wind, or a vapor. In Ecclesiastes several phrases are used parallel to hebel: “chasing
after the wind” (Ecc. 1:14; 2:11, 17, 26; 4:4, 16; 6:9), “no advantage” (3:19; cf. 5:11;
6:8), “nothing...gained” (2:11; 2:22; 3:9; 5:16; 6:11). This Hebrew word means what
is unsubstantial or without real value.

His conclusion is simple: “Don’t let the excitement of youth cause you to forget
your Creator. Honor him in your youth before you grow old and say, ‘Life is not
pleasant anymore.’...Yes, remember your Creator now while you are young, before
the silver cord of life snaps and the golden bowl is broken. Don’t wait until the water
jar is smashed at the spring and the pulley is broken at the well. For then the dust will
return to the earth, and the spirit will return to God who gave it.” Ecclesiastes 12:1,
6-7 (NLT)

4. The Song of Songs

The Song of Songs (also called the Song of Solomon) is perhaps the most difficult
and mysterious book in the entire Bible. A history of interpretation reveals a diversity
of opinion unequaled in the study of any other biblical work. The Song has been
interpreted as: 1) an allegory, 2) an extended type, 3) a relationship drama involving
either two or three main characters.

Many evangelical scholars interpret the Song of Songs as a lyric poem which has
both unity and logical progression. The major sections of the Song deal with
courtship (1:2-3:5), a wedding (3:6-5:1), and maturation in marriage (5:2-8:4). The
Song concludes with a climactic statement about the nature of love (8:5-7) and an
epilogue explaining how the love of the couple in the Song began (8:8-14).

“Israel’s Glory Seen By All”
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V. The Main Accounts:

This stage is the most interwoven, fast-moving, and detailed period in all the Bible.

This stage covered a period of around 325 years, from 931 B.C. to 605 B.C. The key
events took place in Jerusalem and Samaria.

The period began with a tragic civil war which split the nation of Israel into two opposing
kingdoms. The period ended with the capture of both these kingdoms by two enemy Gentile
nations (1 Kings 12; 2 Kings 17, 25).

This stage has the second of four great miracle-working periods in the Bible.

- The first was during the time of Moses and Joshua.

- The second was during the time of Elijah and Elisha.

- The third was during the time of Daniel and Ezekiel.

- The fourth was during the time of Christ and the apostles.

All three of the individuals who were raised from the dead were in this stage (1 Kings 17,
2 Kings 4, 13).

This is where we see the beginning of the Samaritan race (2 Kings 17).

This stage has the second and third of three occasions when God rolled back the waters of
the Jordan river (2 Kings 2).

This stage has the second of two men who went to heaven without first dying (2 Kings
2). (Read 1 Kings 12)

A. The 19 Northern Rulers

* It began in 931 B.C. and lasted 210 years.

* The first ruler was Jeroboam.

* The last ruler was Hoshea.

* The total number of kings was nineteen (not one was righteous).
« It consisted of ten tribes.

* Its capital was Samaria.

* It was captured by the Assyrians in 721 B.C.

* There was no return from captivity.

B. The 20 Southern Rulers

* It began in 931 B.C. and lasted 326 years.

* The first ruler was Rehoboam.

* The last ruler was Zedekiah.

* The total number of rulers was twenty: nineteen kings and one queen (only eight of the
twenty were righteous).

« It consisted of two tribes (Judah and Benjamin).

» Its capital remained Jerusalem.

* It was captured by the Babylonians in 606 B.C.

* There were three separate returns from captivity.

C. The Four Major Prophets
Q: What was a prophet? One who speaks for God? Foretelling & Forthtelling.
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1. Elijah

Background On Elijah

Elijah means “Yahweh is God.”

The importance of Elijah’s ministry may be gauged by the fact that he appears on
the pages of the New Testament more frequently than any other prophet of God (31
times).

The History of Elijah
Elijah Announced A Drought Upon Israel (1 Kings 17:1)

In 1 Kings 16:28-34 Ahab became the king over Israel (Northern Kingdom)
and he married Jezebel, the daughter of the king of Sidon. Ahab was weak and
allowed Jezebel to introduce the worship of Baal (a word meaning false gods).
Ahab came to the throne about 40 years after the death of Jeroboam, the king who
had put the golden calf at Dan in the north and at Bethel in the south. After
Jeroboam died, there was a continued moral decline in Israel.

When Ahab became king, the Bible says in 1 Kings 16:30, “But Ahab son of
Omvri did what was evil in the LORD s sight, even more than any of the kings
before him.” He built an alter to Baal in Samaria, the capital city of Israel.

Elijah appeared as God’s man at this hour in Israel’s history.

The first thing Elijah did was pronounce God’s judgment in the form of a
drought (1 Kings 17:1). The length of the drought lasted 3 1/2 years.

Elijah Is Supernaturally Cared For (1 Kings 17:2-7)

In spite of the drought, God cared for His prophet, providing both water and
food.

The Widow Of Zarephath (1 Kings 17:8-16)

When the brook of Cherith dried up, the Lord told Elijah to go to Zarephath to
a widow to care for him. God supernaturally fed Elijah, the widow and her
household all the days of the drought.

Elijah Raised the Widow’s Dead Son (1 Kings 17:17-24)

The supernatural power of God was again displayed in the prophet.
Elijah Told to Meet King Ahab (1 Kings 18:1-16)

The Lord told Elijah to go and meet Ahab “Later on, in the third year of the
drought, the LORD said to Elijah, ‘Go and present yourself to King Ahab. Tell
him that I will soon send rain!’”

Elijah Challenged Ahab at Mt. Carmel (1 Kings 18:17-40)

The power of God was at stake and Elijah challenged the prophets of Baal to
pray down fire. They failed but Elijah did not. He prayed and God answered (1
Kings 18:36-39). The prayer was one of the authentication of the power of God,
and that Elijah was His prophet.

Elijah Pronounced the End of the Drought (1 Kings 18:41-46)

The faith of Elijah was amazing. By faith he said “/ hear a mighty rainstorm

coming!” He went to the top of Carmel and prayed until there was a great rain.
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God Cared for Elijah in Depression (1 Kings 19:1-18)

After a victory one often falls into deep depression. Elijah was a man like all
of us. After the victory on Mt. Carmel, he fled to the wilderness and wanted to
die.

He was ministered to by an angel of the Lord (1 Kings 19:4-7).

Elijah went to Mt. Horeb/Sinai, where he heard the voice of God while in a
cave. Elijah was told he had the support of 7,000 who had not bowed their knee to
Baal. Of the 7,000 one was to be his companion and successor. This companion
was Elisha (1 Kings 19:19-21).

Elijah’s Message to Ahaziah, the Son of Ahab (2 Kings 1:1-18)

Ahaziah succeeded his father to the throne of Israel. He was injured (verse 2)
and feared death. The Lord sent Elijah to tell Ahaziah that he would die (verse 4).
Elijah had great faith and his prayers were heard by the Lord God. He prayed
down fire to destroy those who would destroy him.

The Transformation of Elijah (2 Kings 2:1-11)

The prophet of fire, who successfully challenged the god of fire, ascended to
heaven in a chariot of fire. Elisha requested “a double share of your spirit and
become your successor.” He was taken into glory without dying.

Elijah is to Come Again (Malachi 4:5-6)

Jesus confirmed this in Matthew 17:10-13. Also look up Luke 1:11-17;

Matthew 11:14.

What The New Testament Says About Elijah
* Elijah is mentioned in the New Testament more than any other prophet.
* Elijah appeared at the transfiguration of Jesus in Matthew 17:1-13.
« Elijah shall appear, as recorded in Revelations 11:3-12.
* Elijah was a man of great faith as shown in James 5:17-18.

2. Elisha

The Background of Elisha
Elisha means “God is salvation.” He took the mantle of Elijah and did all in the
name of the Lord.

The History of Elisha
He struck the Jordon and it divided (2 Kings 2:14).
He purified the water at Jericho (2 Kings 2:19-22).
He pronounced a curse on the young men at Bethel (2 Kings 2:23-24).
He foretold the success against Moab (2 Kings 3:16-27).
He filled vessels with oil for a widow (2 Kings 4:1-7).
He raised the dead boy at Shunam (I1 Kings 4:18-21, 32, 37).
He took the poison out of the stew at Gilgal (2 Kings 4:38-41).
He fed 100 men on little food (2 Kings 4:42-44).
He healed Naaman of leprosy (2 Kings 5:1-19).
He transferred Naaman’s leprosy to Gehazi (2 Kings 5:20-27).
He made an ax head float to the surface in the Jordon River (2 Kings 6:1-7).
He told Israel of the secret plans of Syria (2 Kings 6:8-12).
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He prayed and his servant’s eyes were opened (2 Kings 6:13-17).
He blinded the Syrian Army (2 Kings 6:18-23).

He promised food to Samaria and God provided (2 Kings 7:1-20).
He told Benhadad, king of Syria, he would die (2 Kings 8:715).
He foretold three victories of Israel over Syria (2 Kings 13:14-19).
After his death, Elisha raised a dead man (2 Kings 13:20-21).

3. Isaiah

The Background of Isaiah

Isaiah means “salvation of Yahweh.”

Little is known of Isaiah’s background. We are told in Isaiah 1:1 that he was the
son of Amoz. Tradition tells us that Amoz was a brother to King Amaziah, who was a
brother to Uzziah, the king. In that event Isaiah was first cousin of King Uzziah.

Isaiah was a man of the city. He lived all his life in the city. His ministry and
labor were in the city. His ministry of over 50 years, from 750 B.C. to about 700
B.C., was in the city. His city was Jerusalem.

Isaiah was an member of the aristocracy. He was a man of culture and was at
home in the king’s court. He grew up in a day of influence and prosperity. King
Uzziah of Judah and Jereboam II of Israel (Northern Kingdom), brought the people to
the highest heights of prosperity. However, with prosperity came problems. The
history and the Book of Isaiah read like the lives of some Americans who have grown
up knowing nothing but wealth and plenty. Isaiah lived in that atmosphere and saw
his people plunge into sin. Isaiah did not dress as an aristocrat; he walked around in a
garment of hair cloth like Elijah, calling people to repentance.

Isaiah had a wife (Isaiah 8:3), and was the father of two sons. His first son was
named Shear-jashub (Isaiah 7:3), which means “a remnant shall return. “ His second
son has the longest name in the Bible, Mahershalal-hash-baz, which means “speed the
spoil,” meaning a “speedy doom for Judah’s enemies. “

Isaiah was a man of boldness and integrity. He spoke with boldness, as need
might have been, but with love and tenderness. He was a man who listened to the
Lord.

Isaiah preached to the background found in 2 Kings 15-20 and 2 Chronicles 26-
33. He was a prophet of Judah but he also spoke concerning Israel as well as to the
Gentile nations.

The History of Isaiah

Isaiah Was a Prophet of God (Isaiah 1:1; 2:1; 6:1)

This verse is important because it presents what the Lord revealed to Isaiah
and the time frame in which Isaiah lived and preached. He saw a vision about
Judah and Jerusalem during the days of the four kings. This was the first vision of
the Lord to Isaiah. Notice the message begins with, “Hear, or listen, for the Lord
has spoken.” The message is to Judah and Jerusalem.

Notice that God always leaves a remnant in Isaiah 1:9. The doctrine of the
“remnant” is throughout Isaiah and the Bible (Isaiah 10:20-22, Isaiah 11:11-16,
Isaiah 37:14, Isaiah 37:31-32, Isaiah 46:3).
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