




 P  Personality (Where does your personality best suit you to serve?) This is discovering who God made you to be. 
 Personality refers to three things: the way you act, the way you feel, and the way you think.  
 Your personality is a combination of Nature and Nurture. Some traits you’re born with and some traits are developed as you 
grow. Some babies are born cooing and loving and complacent. Other babies come chomping on a cigar shouting orders. Have 
you ever look at your child and thought,  “Where did that kid come from?” 
 Your personality is a complex part. God wants to use your personality for His purpose. He gave it to you. It’s not just 
something that came accidentally.  
 E  Experiences (What experiences have you had?) This is discovering where you have been. 
 God uses experiences in your life to help shape you. Romans 8:28 says, “And we know that God causes everything to work 
together for the good of those who love God and are called according to his purpose for them.” Romans 8:28 (NLT) God is 
both organized and purposeful in planning the personal experiences he prepares for us. He uniquely allows things into your life. 
He doesn’t cause them all but he sees them and he allows even the bad to bring good out of your life. He wants to work through 
your experiences. 
 In my life I have seen God turn the horrible experiences into molding and shaping experiences. He has taken the pain of 
growing up in a broken family and helped me turn that around and better understand and help others. 
 “Life can only be understood backwards, but it must be lived forwards.” Søren Kierkegaard. 
 God never wastes a hurt.  
 “Work willingly at whatever you do, as though you were working for the Lord rather than for people. Remember that the 
Lord will give you an inheritance as your reward, and that the Master you are serving is Christ.” Colossians 3:23-24 (NLT) 
 So that’s your SHAPE: Spiritual gifts–Heart–Abilities–Personality–Experiences. 
 There is nobody like you in the whole wide world. You are unique! God’s shaped you to be unique, but why? He didn’t do it 
just so you could be unique! He didn’t put forth all that effort just so you could be different. He did it–He made you unique–for 
a purpose. He did it so you would be shaped for significance, that your life would matter, that you would make an impact with 
your life that nobody else could have. 
 That there are people all around waiting to be ministered to in all areas if you’re just willing to look and to share the God 
given shape He’s given you. 
 It’s time to get involved and fully engage in ministry. It’s time to give something back. Don’t waste your life. Ministry does 
not have to hurt! When you are serving where you are gifted it is not work, it’s a joy! 
 Just imagine everybody serving with the right gifts in the right place with the right people and the right passions at 
the right time. Let’s Pray 



“You Are Shaped For Significance”
(Fully Engaged, 3 of 4)

 “You made all the delicate, inner parts of my body and knit me together in my mother’s womb. 
Thank you for making me so wonderfully complex! Your workmanship is marvelous–how well I 
know it. You watched me as I was being formed in utter seclusion, as I was woven together in the 
dark of the womb. You saw me before I was born. Every day of my life was recorded in your book. 
Every moment was laid out before a single day had passed.” 	 Psalm 139:13-16 (NLT)

 1. You Are ______________!

 2. You Are _________________  ___________!

 3. You Were ______________ for a Purpose!

S  Spiritual Gifts (What are you spiritually gifted to do?)
 “God has given each of you a gift from his great variety of spiritual gifts. Use them well to serve 
one another.”   	 1 Peter 4:10 (NLT)

 “There are different kinds of spiritual gifts, but the same Spirit is the source of them all. There 
are different kinds of service, but we serve the same Lord. God works in different ways, but it is the 
same God who does the work in all of us.
 “A spiritual gift is given to each of us so we can help each other.” 	 1 Corinthians 12:4-7 (NLT)

 A spiritual gift is a special ability, given by the Holy Spirit to each believer at their conver-
sion. It is to be used to minister to others, building up the body of Christ.
 Spiritual gifts listed in Scripture (Romans 12, 1 Corinthians 12, Ephesians 4, 1 Peter 4):

 ❑ Administration 	 ❑ Interpretation
 ❑ Apostleship	 ❑ Knowledge
 ❑ Discernment	 ❑ Leadership
 ❑ Encouragement	 ❑ Mercy
 ❑ Evangelism 	 ❑ Miracles
 ❑ Faith  	 ❑ Pastoring
 ❑ Giving  	 ❑ Prophecy
 ❑ Healing 	 ❑ Teaching
 ❑ Helping 	 ❑ Tongues
 ❑ Hospitality 	 ❑ Wisdom

 I feel I have the gift(s) listed above because:

How the Apostle Paul was “Shaped” for Ministry

 S–Spiritual Gifts
  “And God chose me to be a preacher, an apostle, and a teacher of this Good News.” 
    	 2 Timothy 1:11 (NLT)
H–Heart
  “My constant ambition has been to preach the gospel where the name of Christ was previ-

ously unknown, and to avoid building on another man’s foundation.”	 Romans 15:20 (NLT)

A–Ability
  “Paul lived and worked with them, for they were tentmakers just as he was. Each Sabbath 

found Paul at the synagogue, trying to convince the Jews and Greeks alike.”	 Acts 18:3-4 (NLT)

P–Personality
  “You know what I was like when I followed the Jewish religion—how I violently perse-

cuted God’s church. I did my best to destroy it. I was far ahead of my fellow Jews in my zeal for 
the traditions of my ancestors.”	 Galatians 1:13-14 (NLT)

E–Experiences
 • His Spiritual Experiences
  (Prior religious life–Philippians 2:5-6 & Christian conversion–Acts 9:1-20) 
  • His Painful Experiences
  “Are they servants of Christ? I know I sound like a madman, but I have served him far 

more! I have worked harder, been put in prison more often, been whipped times without 
number, and faced death again and again. Five different times the Jewish leaders gave me 
thirty-nine lashes. Three times I was beaten with rods. Once I was stoned. Three times I was 
shipwrecked. Once I spent a whole night and a day adrift at sea. I have traveled on many long 
journeys. I have faced danger from rivers and from robbers. I have faced danger from my own 
people, the Jews, as well as from the Gentiles. I have faced danger in the cities, in the deserts, 
and on the seas. And I have faced danger from men who claim to be believers but are not. I 
have worked hard and long, enduring many sleepless nights. I have been hungry and thirsty 
and have often gone without food. I have shivered in the cold, without enough clothing to keep 
me warm.” 	 2 Corinthians 11:23-27 (NLT)

 • His Educational Experiences
  “…I am a Jew, born in Tarsus, a city in Cilicia, and I was brought up and educated here 

in Jerusalem under Gamaliel. As his student, I was carefully trained in our Jewish laws and 
customs. I became very zealous to honor God in everything I did, just like all of you today.”	

    	 Acts 22:3 (NLT)
 • His Work & Ministry Experiences
  (Read the Book of Acts & Paul’s Epistles!)



P  Personality (Where does your personality best suit you to serve?)

 1. Are you more energized by…
 ❑ interacting with people? 	 ❑ accomplishing a task?
 (Both people-oriented and task-oriented value developing relationships and meeting 
  goals, but each has a primary and secondary means of achieving them)
 
 2. Are you more organized through…
 ❑ unstructured flexibility?	 ❑ structured order?
 (Both unstructured and structured value being organized, but each has a different approach 
  to organization)

 3. Determine your DiSC profile:
 DiSC Profile:  Question:	 Motivation:	 Animal:
 ❑ D: Dominance, Powerful What?	 “Do it now!”	 Lion
 ❑ i: Influence, Popular Who?	 “Do it together!”	 Otter
 ❑ S: Steadiness, Peaceful Why?	 “Do it the same!”	 Golden Retriever
 ❑ C: Conscientious, Perfect How?	 “Do it right!”	 Beaver

E  Experiences (What experiences have you had?)
 “And we know that God causes everything to work together for the good of those who love God 
and are called according to his purpose for them.”	 Romans 8:28 (NLT)

 Your Spiritual Journey:

 Your Painful Experiences:

 Your Educational Experiences:

 Your Work Experiences:

 Your Ministry Experience:

Give God Your Worries • Give God Your Wounds • Give God Your Wrongs
Give God Your Weaknesses • Give God Your Wishes

 “Work willingly at whatever you do, as though you were working for the Lord rather than for 
people. Remember that the Lord will give you an inheritance as your reward, and that the Master 
you are serving is Christ.” 	 Colossians 3:23-24 (NLT)

H  Heartbeat (What do you love to do?)
 “Take delight in the LORD, and he will give you your heart’s desires. Commit everything you do 
to the LORD. Trust him, and he will help you.” 	 Psalm 37:4-5 (NLT)

 Your Heart is the center of your motivation, desires, and inclinations. The kinds of inter-
ests, issues, people, or roles you have a heart for is a great indicator of what ministry you should 
be involved in.

 1. What do you have a heart for, or what motivates you for ministry most?

 2. Who do you love to work with most (age or type of people)?

 3. What interests do you enjoy?
 
 4. What ministries, issues, or possible needs excite or concern you most in church?

 5. If you knew you couldn’t fail, what would attempt to do for God with your life?

A  Abilities (What natural abilities and skills do you have?)
 “I have filled him with the Spirit of God, giving him great wisdom, ability, and expertise in all 
kinds of crafts. He is a master craftsman, expert in working with gold, silver, and bronze. He is skilled 
in engraving and mounting gemstones and in carving wood. He is a master at every craft!” 
    	 Exodus 31:3-5 (NLT)

 1. What is your current or most recent job?

 2. What other jobs or skills do you have experience with?

 3. What specialized abilities do you have?

 4. Do you find yourself wanting to lead others or wanting to follow others?

 5. What is your most valuable personal asset or quality?

 Abilities without God are just talents. Abilities with God are opportunities for 
ministry. One of the most common reasons people give for not getting involved in ministry is “I 
just don’t have any abilities to offer.” Nothing could be further from the truth. The key is match-
ing your abilities with the right ministry!


