Reconcile with Each Other—Fully Connected (3 of 4)

Not to long ago there was a church where the Pastor and the worship leader were having interpersonal problems.
Unfortunately they didn’t deal with the conflict in a healthy way. They each waited until they had a public forum to express their
views. And to make matters worse, they spiritualized the conflict.

One weekend the Pastor was preaching on commitment. He said, “We in this church need to be a committed church, we
need to be a people of commitment.” After he was done preaching, the worship leader came up and he said, “Now open your
hymnals to page 322. We're going to sing the hymn, ‘I Shall Not Be Moved.’”

The next week the Pastor got up and preached about tithing. He said, “We all should give 10% of our earnings back to the
Lord as a piece of what he’s given to us.” Then he sat down and the worship leader came up and said, “Now open your
hymnals to page 248. We're going to sing the hymn, Jesus Paid It All.””

The next week the Pastor got up and preached on gossiping, saying , “We should not gossip against other people, talking
badly against other people.” After he sat down, the worship leader came up and said, “Now turn to page 367 in your hymnals
where we’ll sing, “I Love to Tell the Story.”

Frustrated, the next week the Pastor got up and after the sermon said, “You know, I'm really considering resigning this
church.” Then he sat down and there was a hush over the crowd. The worship leader got up and said, “Now let’s all sing the
hymn 427, ‘O Why Not Tonight.”

Well, the Pastor had had enough, so the next week he got up and after his sermon he said, “You know what? I'm
resigning. Jesus has led me to this church and now Jesus is leading me away.” The worship leader got right up and said,
“Now let’s all sing, ‘What a Friend We Have in Jesus.”” . )

Over the past few weeks we’ve been looking at a few ground rules for becoming, OFully Connected@h each other in
the church: or as God calls it, the Body of Jesus Christ.

In this series, we're discovering this simple and yet beautiful truth: “The health and maturity of your relationship
with God is determined by the health and maturity of your relationship with the people God puts in your
life.O

As we've seen the past few weeks Jesus’ greatest desire for us, his followers, was made clear in his prayer in John 17: “/
am praying not only for these disciples but also for all who will ever believe in me through their message. I pray that they
will all be one, just as you and I are one—as you are in me, Father, and I am in you. And may they be in us so that the
world will believe you sent me.” John 17:20-21 (NLT)

Jesus’ great desire for us, as his followers, is to be fully connected to each other. Jesus knows what true community is all
about and he desires that we experience the intimacy of unity, like he has with the Father.

Last week we looked at, OForgiving Each Othex@ once again, we saw that forgiveness isn’t an option for a follower
of God. When we really understand how much God has forgiven us—and what it took for God to forgive us, God says it's not an
option. We must forgive, if we’re to understand the full expression of what God has done for us with the forgiveness that he’s
given through Jesus Christ.

Today we want to take that a step further and talk about the end result of forgiveness: Reconciliation. It's only when we
complete the process of OForgiving Each Othecgwe begin the process of OReconciling with Each Other.O

Jesus said so clearly in Matthew 5, that reconciliation, like loving each other and forgiving each other is not just between
you and God. Your VERTICAL relationship with God is affected by your HORIZONTAL relationship with the people that God has
put in your life.

Jesus said in Matthew 5, “So if you are presenting a sacrifice at the altar in the Temple and you suddenly remember
that someone has something against you, leave your sacrifice there at the altar. Go and be reconciled to that person. Then
come and offer your sacrifice to God.” Matthew 5:23-24 (NLT) This is such a powerful passage I want to repeat it again so
that it sinks in: “So if you are presenting a sacrifice at the altar in the Temple and you suddenly remember that someone
has something against you, leave your sacrifice there at the altar. Go and be reconciled to that person. Then come and offer
your sacrifice to God.” Matthew 5:23-24 (NLT)

Wow! That'’s right, Jesus said that you can’t be “0.K.” with God, if you're not “0.K.” with those around you. In fact, Jesus
said so clearly that you have to clean up your earthly relationships if you ever think that God is going to be honored by how
much you love him.

I think it ought to be a mandatory law before anybody graduates from High School, gets a driver’s license, or gets married
that they are taught conflict management. Conflict can &4/ a relationship. Yet in any close relationship, conflict is inevitable.
The real issue to face in every relationship is how to deal with conflict. Let me say it again, conflict is inevitable. Every person
is unique and we have different desires, tastes, interests, talents, abilities, and temperaments. Because we are all different and
we have different likes and dislikes, we are going to have conflict in our everyday life. And because each of us spend a lot of
time acting out for what’s in our best interest, we are going to have conflict.



So today I thought T would get very practical. Today I want to talk about what the Bible says about OResponding to
Conflict,Qind then offer a few OHealthy Ground Rules for Conflict Resolution.O

In the process, I hope you'll be able to evaluate some of your conflict in light of God’s desire for his kids to achieve unity.

Now, by the way, if you miss any of this, don’t worry. All of our sermons are on our website as mp3 files to download, and
you can even download the very text I'm sharing with you.

Let’s start by looking at. .. The Biblical Responses to Conflict

In the Biblical response to conflict you see a progression, a plan, a path to Godly conflict resolution. It begins with this.
Seek toE

1. Glorify God

The main goal of our lives should be to bring glory to God, and one of the most significant ways we can bring honor and
praise to God is in our conflict. We can glorify God by asking ourselves one fundamental question during any sort of conflict:
“How can I please and honor God in this situation?” Jesus spoke about being a “peacemaker," and the Apostle James spoke
about it too. James 3 says, “But the wisdom from above is first of all pure. It is also peace loving, gentle at all times, and
willing to yield to others. It is full of mercy and good deeds. It shows no favoritism and is always sincere. And those who are
peacemakers will plant seeds of peace and reap a harvest of righteousness.” James 3:17-18 (NLT) When you get into conflict
begin with asking God to make you an instrument of peace. Right on the heels of that is toE

2. Get the Log Out

Rarely, if ever, are we innocent of any wrongdoing in the conflict that we are involved in. So, after focusing on God, our
next response should be to examine our hearts and minds and confess our own wrong in the situation.

Let’s say, just by way of illustration, that you've had an argument with your spouse. Question: How much of it is your fault?
Well, only 10-20%, right? 0.K., maybe only 5% is your fault (you did marry a difficult person to live with). So what are you
going to focus on, the 10% that is on your plate, or the 90% that is on your spouse’s plate? I know what we “want” to do, but
God tells us not to go after the other person’s wrongs until we’ve attacked the wrongs that we’re responsible for.

Right now, in your conflicts, how much is your own doing? Start there!

It's so easy to get defensive and justify our actions or develop a plan to “win” the conflict—especially as Christians.
Sometimes we want to be more “Right” than loving!

Jesus’ words are so strong on this one, “Do not judge others, and you will not be judged. For you will be treated as you
treat others. The standard you use in judging is the standard by which you will be judged.

“And why worry about a speck in your friend’s eye when you have a log in your own? How can you think of saying to
your friend, ‘Let me belp you get rid of that speck in your eye,” when you can’t see past the log in your own eye? Hypocrite!
First get rid of the log in your own eye; then you will see well enough to deal with the speck in your friend’s eye.” Matthew
7:1-5 (NLT) Isn’t it laughable? One of the forms of Hebrew humor was to draw a sharp contrast, so much that it was laughable.
I can just see the crowd around Jesus laughing at the absurdity of this picture. How self-righteous can we be to ignore our sin
that’s so obvious to go after the sin of another that’s barely perceptible!

Getting the log out of our own eye will often open the door with the one we’re in conflict with. It will often be the key to
unlocking the door to peace and mutual satisfaction in our conflicts. If the situation is not settled we go to the next
stepE

3. Go and Show

Having removed the log from our own eye, we can move to the next step in peacemaking: showing the other person their
fault. Now I understand that many people don’t like confrontation, but when we Biblically confront another person God can use
us for good! Sometimes it’s the only thing that will get another person’s attention to the seriousness of their sinful actions.

Jesus outlines a pattern for us to follow, “If another believer sins against you, go privately and point out the offense. If
the other person listens and confesses it, you have won that person back. But if you are unsuccessful, take one or two
others with you and go back again, so that everything you say may be confirmed by two or three witnesses. If the person
still refuses to listen, take your case to the church. Then if he or she won’t accept the church’s decision, treat that person as
a pagan or a corrupt tax collector.” Matthew 18:15-17 (NLT) One of the most important parts of Jesus’ pattern is the number
of people involved. We need to go “one on one” before we involve other people. Gossip is often introduced at this stage, so we
have to be careful to involve only those people who are a part of the problem or the solution. Finally, weE

4. Gently Restore

Restoration is one of the most beautiful hopes for all relationships. When there is a break in your relationships with others,
the goal is restoration, not punishment! Paul wrote about this on two occasions. He wrote in Galatians 6, “Dear brothers and
sisters, if another believer is overcome by some sin, you who are godly should gently and bumbly help that person back
onto the right path. And be careful not to fall into the same temptation yourself. Share each other’s burdens, and in this way
obey the law of Christ.” Galatians 6:1-2 (NLT)

In 2 Corinthians 2 he wrote about 2 man who had been dealt the discipline of Matthew 18 and who had come back for



restoration. Paul wrote, “I am not overstating it when I say that the man who caused all the trouble hurt all of you more
than he burt me. Most of you opposed him, and that was punishment enough. Now, however, it is time to forgive and
comfort bim. Otherwise he may be overcome by discouragement. So I urge you now to reaffirm your love for him.” 2
Corinthians 2:5-8 (NLT)

Remember, punishment isn’t the goal, restoration is.

Now, these steps are actually outlined in this great book, “The Peacemaker: A Biblical Guide to Resolving Personal
Conflict,” by Ken Sande. This book is an excellent resource to guide you through conflict resolution, and over the past decade
I've used it many times to give me insight into how to act in a way that honors God when I'm dealing with conflict.

Now, secondly | want to share with you today a fewk

Healthy Ground Rules For Conflict Resolution

Relationships are always worth restoring. Let me say it again, relationships are always worth restoring! Forgiveness
doesn’t come natural to us—we all find it difficult to forgive others. King Louis XII of France expressed the feeling of many
people when he said, “Nothing smells so sweet as the dead body of your enemy.” Our flesh cries out for victory! But God cries
out for peace and unity. Which is winning the war in your life right now?

Nothing characterizes the new nature of Christians than the act of forgiveness, because nothing so characterizes the nature
of our Lord Jesus. After all, Jesus set the standard for forgiving others when he hung on the cross and uttered these words,
“Father, forgive them; for they do not know what they are doing.” After being betrayed by a friend, falsely convicted of
blaspheming God, mocked, beaten and spat upon by the Roman guards—then unjustly nailed to a cross to die an agonizing
death, the Son of God harbored no hatred for his tormentors, but instead offered them forgiveness. “Father, forgive them, for
they do not know what they are doing.” Forgiveness is the measure of true godliness.

In the next few minutes, let me walk with you down a path of restoration in relationships. We’ll be stopping at three places
along the way. The first stop along the way to restoring relationships happens when weE

1. Express Remorse: It’s saying, “I'm Sorry”

What is “remorse?” It's simply the bad feelings we get when we realize that we've done someone wrong. It should be the
natural response when we realize we’ve hurt someone. It comes from the Latin word meaning, “to torment.” Remorse is the
torment in our soul that comes when we realize we’re hurt another person. It’s being able to say, “I'm so sorry for the hurt
T've caused you.” The Apostle Paul expressed this in 2 Corinthians 7:8-9 when he said, “I am not sorry that I sent that severe
letter to you, though I was sorry at first, for I know it was painful to you for a little while. Now I am glad I sent it, not
because it burt you, but because the pain caused you to repent and change your ways. It was the kind of sorrow God wants
his people to have, so you were not harmed by us in any way.” 2 Corinthians 7:8-9 (NLT)

Paul had written some harsh words to this church in his first letter and he was felling bad about it the pain it cause them.
He knew it was the right thing to do, but it still made him hurt inside because of the pain it caused.

Expressing remorse is a good place to start, but it’s a horrible place to end! The second stop along the way to
restoring relationships happens when wek

2. Seek Reconciliation: It’s saying, “Will You Forgive Me?”

Now let me stop for 2 moment and make a distinction about Remorse and Reconciliation, because there is often confusion
about the two. Remorse takes one person, reconciliation takes two people. If you hurt me and tell me “you re sorry” that’s
great. I'm glad you've told me how you feel...but it’s still about you. But when you ask me to forgive you, what you have done
is to take the control out of your hands and have given it to me. Now you re vulnerable because you've asked me...and I could
possibly say, “no.” That's why many people don’t ask for forgiveness. It's about pride. If we take the power out of our hands and
put in someone else’s hands they may hurt us.

When you say, “I’m sorry,” that’s good, it’s an apology. But when you ask, “Will you forgive me?” You have now opened
the door to reconciliation. “I’m sorry” takes one, “Will you forgive me?” takes two. It’s an exchange that takes two. Two
people who have power have to exchange something back in order to be reconciled.

You may ask, “Why should I forgive?” As we saw last week, Colossians 3:12-14 tells us, “Since God chose you to be the
holy people be loves, you must clothe yourselves with tenderhearted mercy, kindness, humility, gentleness, and patience.
Make allowance for each other’s faults, and forgive anyone who offends you. Remember, the Lord forgave you, so you must
Jorgive others. Above all, clothe yourselves with love, which binds us all together in perfect harmony.” Colossians 3:12-14
(NLT)

Reconciliation begins by asking the question, “Will you forgive me?” To understand forgiveness, sometimes it’s easier to
see what it’s not.

* Forgiveness Is Not a Feeling

It is an act of the will. Forgiveness involves a decision not to think or talk about what someone has done. God calls us to
make this decision regardless of our feelings. Many people grow up thinking that their situation determines their outcome.
That's not true thought, our attitude and decisions determine our outcome! We must choose to forgive!



* Forgiveness Is Not Forgetting

Forgetting is a passive process where the memory fads from our minds with the passing of time. Forgiving is an active
process. 1t involves a conscious choice and a deliberate course of action. When God says that he “remembers our sins no
more.” It doesn’t mean that the sin has faded from his memory. That would be impossible with God. It means that it no longer
comes between us and God. God promises to “forget” our sins. The Apostle Paul wrote in Philippians about “forgetting what is
behind.” That doesn’t mean that you can’t remember it, it means that that you choose to not remember it and let it stand in the
way of the relationship. I love that! Remember from last week? “Forgiveness is when we decide that someone doesn’t owe us
anymore.”

* Forgiveness Is Not Excusing

Excusing is saying, “That’s okay,” and minimizes the offense. It's a nice way of saying, “It really didn’t hurt me,” or
“What you did wasn'’t really wrong,” or “You couldn’t help it.” All of those are nice sentiments, but they don’t help bring
resolution to the conflict. Forgiveness says, “We both know that what you did was wrong, but since God has forgiven me, I
Sorgive you.”

We're told in 1 Corinthians 13 that, “Love is patient and kind. Love is not jealous or boastful or proud or rude. It does not
demand its own way. It is not irritable, and it keeps no record of being wronged.” 1 Corinthians 13:4-5 (NLT) We need to be
praying for a shorter memory!

Remember that true forgiveness depends on God’s grace. If you try to forgive others on your own, you are in for a long and
frustrating battle. But if you continually ask for and rely on God’s strength, you can forgive even the most painful offenses. God
gives us his grace through the Bible, through biblical counseling, and through the Holy Spirit. This grace was powerfully
displayed in the life of Corrie ten Boom, who had been imprisoned with her family by the Nazis for giving aid to Jews during
World War II. Her sister, Betsie, died as a result of the brutal treatment they received in the concentration camps. Corrie
survived and after the war traveled throughout the world, testifying to God’s love. Here is what she wrote about a remarkable
encounter in Germany:

“It was at a church service in Munich that I saw him, the former S. S. man who had stood guard at the shower room
door in the processing center at Ravensbruck. He was the first of our actual jailers that I had seen since that time. And
suddenly it was all there—the roomful of mocking men, the heaps of clothing, Betsie’s pain-blanched face.

“He came up to me as the church was emptying, beaming and bowing. ‘How grateful I am for your message, Fraulein,’
he said. ‘To think that, as you say, he has washed my sins away!’

“His hand was thrust out to shake mine. And I, who had preached so often to the people about the need to forgive, kept
my hand at my side.

“Even as the angry, vengeful thoughts boiled through me, I saw the sin of them. Jesus Christ had died for this man; was I
going to ask for more? ‘Lord Jesus, I prayed, forgive me and help me to forgive him.’

“I tried to smile, I struggled to raise my hand. I could not. I felt nothing, not the slightest spark of warmth or charity.
And so again I breathed a silent prayer. Jesus, I cannot forgive him. Give me Your forgiveness.’

“As 1 took his hand the most incredible thing happened. From my shoulder along my arm and through my hand a
current seemed to pass from me to him, while into my heart sprang a love for this stranger that almost overwhelmed me.

“So 1 discovered that it is not on our forgiveness any more than on our goodness that the world’s bealing hinges, but on
him. When he tells us to love our enemies, he gives, along with the command, the love itself.”

Expressing Remorse and Seeking Reconciliation are the first two stopseoroad to restored
relationships. But many times itOs necessary to stop at one more place along the way. This stop is when\

3. Offer Restitution: It’s saying, “How Can I Make This Right?”

What is “restitution?” It's the act of restoring what has been taken away. Unfortunately, you don’t see this a lot today. Our
justice system isn’t always just.

It all starts in the home. When parents find out that their 4 year old child stole candy from the store do they make him take
it back or pay it back? (not usually these days). When parents discover that their 12 year old child broke a neighbor’s window
with a baseball, do they make him go the neighbor and pay for the window? (not usually these days). Today is all about running
and hiding so that no one finds you out. But what happens when a society raises their children like that? You get a world filled
with people doing whatever they want, as long as they don’t get caught.

Jesus saw a great example of restitution in Luke 19 with 2 man named Zacchaeus who was a tax collector (a modern day
mafia man). Zacchaeus sees his sin and becomes a follower of Jesus. Look at the change in his life and the restitution he offers
for his past sins, “Meanwhile, Zacchaeus stood before the Lord and said, ‘I will give half my wealth to the poor, Lord, and if I
have cheated people on their taxes, I will give them back four times as much!’

“Jesus responded, ‘Salvation has come to this home today, for this man has shown bimself to be a true son of
Abrabam.”” Luke 19:8-9 (NLT)

Restitution is being able to ask, “How can I make up for what I've done?” Unfortunately it’s a lost exercise in our modern



day culture. But as followers of Jesus Christ we are called to live up to a different standard than everybody else. We're called to
live life God’s way. And God says that sometimes Restitution is required.

What would this mean? We’ll say you've been gossiping. Although you can never take the words back, you can go and
apologies to everyone you're gossiped to.

Or maybe you've defamed someone by talking about them and their reputation is being slandered. Again the words will
never go back in the mouth, but you can certainly act like a child of the most high God and go and do your best to clean up the
mess you've made.

One time in my life it meant giving back money I had stolen. It certainly is a humbling experience to come clean with
someone else and attempt to make things right.

One thing I have learned is this: when you offer to pay restitution for a wrong, you're not only clearing up the issue with the
person, you're setting a great example for others to follow.

Why should we seek reconciliation? Can’t we just get over it?

When we seek reconciliation, we’re following in God’s footsteps. It was God, after all, who took the steps to reconcile us
back to God. To reconcile, means to “bring together,” and “restore harmony.” That's what God did for us. Look at 2 Corinthians
5, “And all of this is a gift from God, who brought us back to himself through Christ. And God has given us this task of
reconciling people to him. For God was in Christ, reconciling the world to himself, no longer counting people’s sins against
them. And he gave us this wonderful message of reconciliation.” 2 Corinthians 5:18-19 (NLT)

When we were stuck in our sin-filled lives, it was God who reached out to us and made peace! We can have peace with God
because of what Jesus Christ did for us by dying on the cross for our sins. Jesus Christ made the payment and God was satisfied.
Now our sins are no longer counted against us!

Now he gives us this same task, to be a part of other people being reconciled to God.

So that means that if you have a broken relationship with someone right now—God expects you to do something about it—
NOW. Yeah, right now! What are you waiting for? You could have peace today.

May this week be the week that you reach out in love and forgiveness and seek to restore those relationships that have been
broken. May this week be the week that God begins the healing process that you never thought possible. God bless you.



